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Dear Families,

Today we began a new unit of study in nonfiction reading. Your child has
learned that, in nonfiction books, readers explore themselves and the natural
world around them to satisfy their curiosities and learn about new things. We
will continue to explore this genre in weeks to come, studying its features,
organizational structures, and vast selection of topics as we compare and
contrast information and synthesize our learning.

Please support this work at home by exploring the available online e-libraries, 
and when accessible and safe, taking a trip to a local bookstore or the public
library. Question your child about his or her natural curiosities, topics he or 
she knows a lot about, and topics he or she wishes to explore. Then explain to 
your child how readers navigate these public places to find books on their 
topics of interest. Once you find books, talk to your child about how readers 
make appropriate selections and choose books that are engaging and easy for 
you to read together and understand. For example, choose books with vivid 
and engaging photographs or realistic illustrations. If the topic is new to your 
child, find introductory books on the subjects rather than books that are for 
readers who already have some expertise on the topic. Show your child how 
you read the back cover and Table of Contents to gather information about 
each book. Also, do not choose books with too much text, and try to find 
books that you can read to or with your child that he or she will be able to 
easily comprehend.
Once you have made your selections, read these books together using the text
features to explore further and deeper. Be sure to read the Table of Contents,
call-out boxes, captions, Glossaries, extra information at the back of books,
and Indexes when applicable.

Thank you for your support. Happy exploring!

Sincerely,
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Stop and Ask . . .
• Who?

• What?

• When?

• Where?

• Why?

• How?

Stop and Think . . .
• What do you already know?

• What does the book say?

• What could the answer be?

Push and Push . . . and think of
many possibilities!

Wonder and Think
018
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Once they are fully grown, most
giraffes are usually around 15 to 17
feet tall. That’s tall enough to look
inside a second-story window! The
very tallest giraffes ever measured
have been almost 20 feet tall—twice
as tall as a basketball hoop!

A giraffe’s neck alone is about
six feet long, about as long as
the bed you sleep in. Imagine
stretching out and taking a
nap on a giraffe neck! Big male giraffes

can weigh as much
as 4000 pounds—
as much as a car!

A giraffe’s tongue can
be 18 inches long.
That’s about as long
as your arm!

Giraffes are the tallest 
animals on earth. But just
HOW big are they?

A giraffe’s eyeballs are 
as big as doorknobs!

Giraffes have great big hooves, each
one as big as a dinner plate!
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