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Martin's Birdhouse

Martin's Birdhouse
by Rachelle Kreisman

Drawing a picture can be fun. Drawing can also help people communicate. 

Putting an idea on paper is sometimes a good way to solve a problem.

Here is an example. Martin wanted to build a new birdhouse. The last one 

he had built fell apart after one windy night. This time, Martin knew he had 

to make a stronger birdhouse. He just was not sure how to do that.

Martin asked his friend Diego for help. Diego was good at building things. 

Martin explained his idea about the birdhouse, but Diego was confused. So 

Martin drew a picture to show what he was thinking.

Diego looked at the sketch carefully. "Why does the hole for the bird need to 

be so big?" he asked Martin. "It doesn't," said Martin. "You're right." Diego 
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also suggested that the birdhouse could be attached to the tree in a much 

better way. He drew another picture to show Martin how that attachment 

would work.

After talking a while longer, Martin and Diego drew one more sketch. Then 

they began building the birdhouse together. "We are a good team," Martin 

told Diego. "I think your ideas will make my birdhouse stronger!"
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Martin's Birdhouse - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does Martin want to build? 

A. a tree house

B. a birdhouse

C. a dog house

2. When in the story do Martin and Diego begin building a birdhouse together?

A. in the middle of the story

B. at the end of the story

C. at the beginning of the story

3. Martin says that he and Diego are a good team.

What evidence from the story supports the idea that Martin and Diego are a good team?

A. The last birdhouse Martin built fell apart, so he asks his friend Diego for help. 

B. Martin and Diego communicate and work together to make the birdhouse stronger.

C. Martin explains his idea about the birdhouse to Diego, but Diego is confused.

4. What does the first picture that Martin draws probably show?

A. a bird

B. Diego's face

C. a birdhouse

5. What is the theme of this story?

A. Diego is good at building things. 

B. Drawing a picture can help people communicate.

C. The last birdhouse Martin built fell apart after a windy night.
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Martin's Birdhouse - Comprehension Questions

6. Read these sentences from the story.

"Martin explained his idea about the birdhouse, but Diego was confused. So Martin 

drew a picture to show what he was thinking.


"Diego looked at the sketch carefully. 'Why does the hole for the bird need to be so big?' 

he asked Martin."

What does the word "sketch" mean here?

A. book

B. picture

C. sentence

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence.

Martin asks Diego for help _______ he wants to build a stronger birdhouse.

A. so

B. because

C. but

8. How does Diego feel when Martin first explains his idea about the birdhouse? 

9. What does Martin do to show Diego what he is thinking? 

10. How can drawing help people communicate? Support your answer with evidence 

from the story.
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Warm-Blooded and Cold-Blooded Animals

Warm-Blooded and Cold-Blooded Animals
This text is excerpted from an original work of the Core Knowledge Foundation. 

Many animals-such as cats, mice, rats, cows, elephants, tigers, and even people-belong to 
a group called mammals. So, you and I are mammals! All mammals have hair, but some have 
more hair, or fur, than others. You have to get pretty close to an elephant to see its hair, but it 
is a mammal.

Another characteristic of mammals is that they give birth to live babies. Mammal babies begin 
breathing, moving, and looking for food as soon as they are born. Mammal mothers make 
milk to feed their newborns. This is another key characteristic of all mammals.

Mammal mothers feed their babies milk from their bodies.

Do you think this crocodile is a mammal?
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Answer: No!

Why not?

 Crocodiles have scales, not hair or fur.

 Crocodiles lay eggs and baby crocodiles hatch from those eggs.

 A baby crocodile does not get milk from its mother. Its first meal might be a bug. Later, he'll 
eat bigger animals.

Crocodiles belong to a different group of animals called reptiles, along with snakes, lizards, 
and turtles.

Crocodiles, snakes, lizards, and turtles are all reptiles.

Scientists also classify, or group, animals as mammals or reptiles based on how the animals 
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control their body temperature. All animals need to keep a constant temperature inside their 
bodies for their bodies to work properly. If an animal gets too hot or too cold, its body will not 
work the way it should. An animal may become sick or even die.

Mammals are warm-blooded animals. When warm-blooded animals are in a cold place, they 
use energy from food they eat to help keep their bodies warm. Some warm-blooded animals 
shiver to keep warm. When they shiver, their bodies make heat to keep warm.

When a person shivers, his/her body is using energy to keep him/her warm.

When warm-blooded animals are somewhere hot, their bodies react in a different way to cool 
off. Some warm-blooded animals, like people, sweat to stay cool. Dogs pant to stay cool. 
Other warm-blooded animals drink lots of water as a way to cool off. Did you know that cows 
need to drink almost a bathtub full of water a day?

Warm-blooded animals act in different ways to maintain a constant temperature inside their 
bodies. Mammals can live in habitats with different temperatures because their bodies do not 
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rely on the environment. Warm-blooded animals, like mammals, must eat often to make 
energy to heat or cool their bodies. Most warm-blooded animals need to eat every day. Some 
need to eat every hour!

Dogs pant to stay cool.

Reptiles are cold-blooded animals. The body temperature of cold-blooded animals changes 
depending on the outside temperature. They become hot when it is hot outside and cold when 
it is cold outside. But cold-blooded animals must also keep a constant temperature for their 
bodies to work properly.

Cold-blooded animals do not use energy from their bodies to stay warm or cool. Instead they 
use what is around them to keep warm or keep cool. Crocodiles stay in water or mud in order 
to stay cool on hot days. If they need to warm up on cooler days, they bask in the sun.
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Cold-blooded animals like these crocodiles cool off by taking a swim when it's too hot. When it's cool outside, they warm up 
in the sun.

While warm-blooded animals can live in just about any habitat, cold-blooded animals can only 
live in certain habitats.

Cold-blooded animals do not need to eat as often as warm-blooded animals. This is because 
they do not need lots of food to make energy to warm or cool their bodies. Most crocodiles 
only eat once a week, but they can live for months and sometimes years without eating!
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Warm-Blooded and Cold-Blooded Animals - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Scientists can group animals as mammals or reptiles based on how they control 

what?

2. Mammals are warm-blooded animals. Describe how warm-blooded animals keep 

warm in a cold place.

3. How do cold-blooded crocodiles keep warm on a cool day?

4. What is a main idea of this text?

5. Contrast warm-blooded and cold-blooded animals using evidence from the text.
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