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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
March 8: International Women’s Day

March 8-12: Classified Employees Week
March 8-12: National School Breakfast Week

March 8-14: National Foreign Language Week

March 11: Johnny Appleseed Day

March 11-13: Stadium musical, “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, March 11-12, 7:30 p.m.; March 13, 2 and 7:30 p.m., $6 students; $8 general admission 

March 14: Daylight Savings Time begins

March 14-20: National Agriculture Week 

March 16: Grant Center spring concert, 6 p.m., at Jason Lee M.S.

March 17: Hunt M.S. Dream Flag making, 1:50 p.m.

March 18-20: WABSE conference, Marriott Hotel, Sea-Tac, www.wabse.org. Click for WABSE poster, conference agenda and registration form. 
March 20: First day of spring

March 21: International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
March 23: Oakland blood drive, 8 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.

Board news
Board approves improvement plans for schools 

At a special session on March 4, the board approved the submission of a school improvement grant in the amount of $6,900,000 to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction to help turn around the lowest 5 percent of persistently low-achieving schools in the district. These schools are Giaudrone, Hunt, Jason Lee and Stewart middle schools. The grant would assist the district in implementing the three intervention models and improvement activities, and resources would be leveraged to redesign and transform instructional programming at these schools. Hunt would be temporarily closed

Click here for a link to the March 4 PowerPoint presentation on the school improvement grant proposal. 

During the board meeting, Assistant Superintendent Laurie Taylor, Human Resources, described how the district planned to handle personnel changes that result from the middle school changes. Click here for a transcript of Taylor’s remarks during the meeting.

Board meeting Feb. 25

Recognitions

The board recognized Engineering Ink, a team of Mason Middle School girls who won second place in the state championship for the FIRST Lego League competition, and Andy Coons, district technology instructional facilitator, who was appointed to a three-year term on the Board of Directors for the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

Other actions

The board:

· adopted Policy No. 2170, “Career and Technical Education” and deleted Policy No. 2171, “School to Work” 

· adopted the changes to Policy No. 2151, “Interscholastic Activities”

· approved the submission of a teaching American history grant to the U.S. Department of Education.

· approved the Geiger Elementary School constitution and the Tacoma Science and Math Institute (SAMI) constitution

· proclaimed March 2 as Read Across America Day

· proclaimed March 8–12 as Classified School Employees Week

The next regular board meeting will be Thursday, March 11, at 6 p.m. in the fourth-floor auditorium at the Central Administration Building (CAB), 601 S. 8th St. 
Upcoming events
Foss Imagine U to feature WSU professors
Foss High School will host its first all-day Imagine U event on Monday, March 15, sponsored by the Foss counseling department in collaboration with Washington State University (WSU) and Tacoma Community College (TCC). Imagine U is designed to help students focus on careers and colleges. Career counselor Juanita Cantrell-Jeffreys said, “We are bringing the outside world to our students.”

The event will begin with a school assembly, and then 25 Foss teachers will host 25 WSU professors in their classroom in the morning. During the afternoon, there will be three breakout sessions, including WSU student panels.

For more information, contact Cantrell-Jeffreys at 253-571-7358.

Hunt to create dream flags March 17
Hunt Middle School dream flags will fly with others from around the world at the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts in Philadelphia at a celebration in April. On Wednesday, March 17, about 1:50 p.m. Hunt staff, students and special guests will make their own dream flags as part of the Dream Flag Project, started by two middle school teachers in 2003. 

Hunt is participating in the project this year with schools from across the United States, Canada, Rwanda and Nepal. Hunt is the only Washington school listed on the Dream Flag Web site at www.dreamflags.org.

The two teachers originated the idea after studying the poems of Langston Hughes. Their goal was to bring the world together through each others’ dreams. The dream flags are modeled after the Nepalese prayer flags and are 8 ½ x 11-inch pieces of fabric.
“The flags will hang at our school for a couple of weeks and then will be sent to Philadelphia for a Dream Flag celebration on April 17,” said Dawn Baughman, Hunt language arts/history teacher. “Every Hunt student will create a flag. Students are studying poems in their language arts classes and will create rough drafts before the event and finals March 17.” 
According to the project Web site, the Dream Flag Project is an annual poetry/art/community-connection project for students in kindergarten to12th grade. The project has spread to more than one hundred schools in Pennsylvania and beyond--from Portland to Palm Beach. And it’s still spreading. To date, more than 40,000 dream Ffags have been created by students in 34 states and by students in Canada, Australia, Honduras, China, Japan, Costa Rica, Nepal, Rwanda, Kenya and South Africa.


Schools to host kindergarten open houses

District elementary schools will host kindergarten open houses during March for families. For dates and times of open houses, please click here. 

News and updates
Letter to community from Birney Principal Chris Hinds

Tacoma Community Members,

On behalf of the Birney Elementary School staff, we want you to know that your kindness and sympathy at this time are appreciated more than any words can ever express. At times like this, the company of friends is incredibly comforting. 
Birney Elementary School and our community have suffered a deep loss with the death of Jennifer Paulson. On the day of her death and in the sad days following, the incredible support that we have received from the community has given us the collective strength to bear the tragedy. We owe much gratitude to many individuals and agencies in Tacoma and beyond.

Read entire letter
Jennifer Paulson’s memorial service to air uncut on KIRO

KIRO TV is running Jennifer Paulson's memorial service uncut on KIROTV.com at http://www.kirotv.com/video/22745687/index.html.

Drum lines raise money for Haiti orphans

Drum lines from Meeker and Stewart middle schools and Stadium and Lincoln high schools, as well as Bethel Junior High, performed in a concert “Drums for Haiti” to raise funds for the orphans of the Haiti earthquake. Donations received will be given to the Friends of the Orphans. Molly Hightower worked with this organization prior to her death in the Haiti earthquake, and her family lives in Port Orchard.
Stafford dancers perform at community events

The Stafford Samoana Dancers through the Hearts for Kids after-school programs at Stafford Elementary School performed in the Asian Pacific New Year celebration at the Tacoma Dome Feb. 13. The group will also perform at Point Defiance Zoo on Saturday, March 27, at noon.

For more information on the dance troupe or to arrange a performance, contact Ala Talo, site coordinator for Hearts for Kids, Stafford Elementary School, at 253-571-4287.
First Creek fills Eagles' wings with books
"Free books, really? Where?" was the excited buzz echoing through the halls of First Creek Middle School as students clamored to the Commons. There, they found tables placed end-to-end the entire length of the cafeteria and piled high with books. 

Sue Kelley, First Creek librarian, and Rachel Smith-Mosel, instructional facilitator, have been collecting boxes of books over the years, giving away books at parents nights and before winter and spring breaks. They replenish the stockpile with generous donations from district staff members and the community.
"Never has the volume of books given away rivaled 'truck loads,'" said Kelley. Students left with arms full of books and excitement written all over their faces. Those who managed to find the same book formed unofficial book clubs. It was every librarian's dream and a fitting tribute to Dr. Seuss at First Creek, according to Smith-Mosel.
Applause
Julie Fredrickson’s class participates in World Math Day 2010

“My class successfully answered enough questions in the World Math Day competition to put them in the Hall of Fame at spot number 4 on Feb. 18,” said Julie Fredrickson, a fifth-grade teacher at Point Defiance Elementary School.  “We answered 25,557 questions correctly in a 24-hour practice period. We have been tracking all the countries we have been playing with by putting sticky notes on a world map.  We have even played students in Angie Crotto’s sixth-grade math class at Stewart Middle School in Tacoma.” 

The launch date of the inaugural World Math Day competition was March 13, 2007, Education was combined with the power of the Internet to unite school students around the globe. The Live Mathletics game engine provided the perfect platform to support the event. In 48 hours more than 287,000 students from 98 countries took part to smash the world record and answer 38,904,275 questions correctly. Out of the success of this day, World Math Day was born.

Students play at home and at school against other students around the world in live games of mental arithmetic. Each game lasts for 60 seconds and students can play up to 500 games, earning points for each correct answer. The students who answer the most questions appear in the Hall of Fame.

Storybook characters roam Stewart’s halls

On March 2, storybook characters were roaming the halls of Stewart Middle School, and the smell of green eggs and ham was in the air. You know what that means: It’s Read across America Day. “We had several students and teachers dress up as their favorite story book character,” Linda Harris said. “It showed students’ love of their Dr. Seuss books.”

Throughout the day, teachers, students and guest readers read their favorite books aloud to students in the auditorium. Also, Stewart’s librarian Aggie Cozine showed “In Search of Dr. Seuss,” the story of Dr. Seuss’ literary journey. “Over all, Read across America Day was a great hit,” said Harris. “Keep on reading.”

Special thanks to staff readers, Denise Parrish for reading and organizing, Susan Mitchell-Matson, Tom Okelly, Renee Hale, Gillian Findlay, Angie Crotto, Mike Madden, Amy Karlstrom, Ravi Jaskar, Diago Hunter, Edith Stewart and to our lead cook Jean Spain and her staff.

Thanks to student readers Trang Tran and Kayleena Roberts, and guest reader Darrick Hartman, president of Tacoma Education Association. 

Meeker one of top nominees in ‘Best of’ competition

Meeker Middle School has been voted one of the top three nominees in “the Best of” competition, based on the readership of the Federal Way Mirror.  The annual awards celebration will be Tuesday, March 16, from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Macy's Courtyard in The Commons. Booths of other nominees will be open from 5 to 7 p.m., and the awards ceremony starting at 7 p.m.

Thanks for being part of our GREAT educational system. —Cindy Ducich, marketing representative, Federal Way Mirror

Giaudrone thanks parents who visited showcase

The staff and students of Giaudrone Middle School would like to thank all the parents who came to the Giaudrone Showcase on Feb. 17. Parents walked around the building and saw work their child and other students had done. The students did an excellent job of presenting their science projects, math and writing work. —Giaudrone Principal Michael Robinson

Stewart participates in Random Act of Kindness Day
On Feb. 17, Stewart Middle School students and teachers all received a friendship necklace with a colorful pompom and many strings. It was Random Act of Kindness Day With every string given out, a friendly compliment followed. By the end of the day, all students were smiling and happy. Many students said it was fun to give and receive compliments since people do not usually give out compliments. They also said they were ecstatic and were ready to have another day just like this one. It was a great experience for all students and teachers to make a good choice in practicing how to say nice and sincere things. Overall, it was a fantastic change and everyone was feeling wonderful. —Trang Tran and Kayleena Roberts
Crescent Heights families read together

Crescent Heights Elementary School hosted a Family Reading Night on Tuesday, March 2, in honor of Read Across America Day and to celebrate the end of PTA's Read-A-Thon. About 200 people showed up to read. Staff members placed mats out on the gym floor and families brought pillows, blankets and stuffed animals to snuggle with. Everyone wore PJs, sweats, slippers or comfy clothes. “This was the best Reading Night ever,” said Lynne Thurston, teacher-librarian. “People were very focused on reading.  Families also had the option to create posters about their favorite book.” PTA provided milk and cookies for the event.  
Professional development
Lesley University offers bachelor’s degrees in teaching  

Lesley University is currently accepting applications for two bachelor’s degrees designed for those interested in becoming a teacher: 

· Human Development Major with Special Education Minor Leading to Residency Certification in Special Education. Start date: June 2010, Application deadline: March 16, 2010. 
· American Studies Major with Elementary Education Minor leading to Residency Certification in Elementary Education. Start date: January 2011 

For details, click here.
Tech tip
How to change your district passwords

In today’s age, it is important that district employees maintain a level of security with their computers. Changing your TPS computer password is required for many, and certainly recommended for all every 90 days. Click here for details.
Health tip

Blood drive at CAB March 18

 Cascade Regional Blood Services will be back for a blood drive at the Central Administration Building (CAB). The blood drive will start at 11 a.m. in the fourth-floor auditorium and will end at 2 p.m.  If you plan to donate, The Sound Partnership recommends that you contact Will Saultes either by e-mail at wsaulte@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call 253-571-1083 to reserve a time slot. The CAB goal is for at least 20 people to donate, so please consider donating blood.

Commute Trip Reduction
Wheel Options campaign March 14-27
The statewide Wheel Options campaign will run from March 14 to 27 and information is available online at www.PierceTrips.com. Go to work by means other than in a single occupancy vehicle twice during the campaign, register online and have a chance to win a variety of county and state prizes.
Community opportunities


Librarians can enter drawing for young reader books

Local author Joni Sensel is part of a book giveaway exclusively for school and public librarians. The prize is a collection of 11 current speculative fiction titles for young readers, and the drawing will be March 25. See the details at The Spectacle blog. 

Please pass along to any librarians you think might be interested in a gift box of books for their patrons or students. For more information, contact Joni Sensel at 360-663-0508 or check her Web site at www.jonisensel.com.
Queer and Allied Educators Network to meet March 10
Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) Queer and Allied Educators Network meets at Shakabrah Java, 2618 Sixth Ave. Tacoma, at 4 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month. Attendees support one another as they strive to make every school in TPS a place where all families, students and staff are welcomed, supported and celebrated. All are welcome. The next meeting will be March 10.  
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Laurie Taylor, Assistant Superintendent Human Resources, telephone 253-571-1252. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, Director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253-571-1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, Coordinator of Guidance and Counseling, telephone 253-571-1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, Disability Accommodations Office, telephone 253-571-1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
Stewart shares kindness
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Stewart M.S. students wear friendship necklaces and give out compliments on Random Acts of Kindness Day.
Geiger alumni return
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Foss H.S. freshman in the ASB who are Geiger alumni helped current Geiger students celebrate at a family pajama party. 
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Geiger and former alumni now at Foss celebrated Read Across America with a family pajama party and book fair.
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Read Across America was the theme of the Geiger family pajama party.

Principal shows heritage

[image: image6.jpg]



Browns Point E.S. Principal Pat Thomas wore different African dresses during Black History Month and helped stimulate conversations about culture and traditions.
Dancers perform at Dome
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Stafford E.S. dancers perform at the Asian Pacific New Year celebration at the Tacoma Dome on Feb. 13.

[image: image8.jpg]



Samoana dancers with Hearts for Kids after-school program perform at various community events.
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Performing at community events helps the dancers increase their self esteem and confidence.
Giaudrone showcases work
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A visitor studies a student’s poster at the Giaudrone Middle School Showcase.
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A Giaudrone parent looks over his son’s work at Giaudrone’s showcase of student work in math, science and writing.
Dr. Seuss Night at McKinley
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McKinley hosted a Dr. Seuss Night on Feb. 24 with fourth and fifth graders as guest readers, Dr. Seus-themed literacy activities and a book fair. The Cat in the Hat and Clifford the Big Red Dog joined in the fun with Unique Urena and Francis Rositas.
Family reading night busy
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Many families attended Crescent Heights E.S. Family Reading Night. A parent and child make a poster of their favorite book.
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A Crescent Heights father helps create a poster about a special book.
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Families spread throughout the Crescent Heights gym to spend time reading clustered together. 
Board recognitions Feb. 25
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Engineering Ink robotics team from Mason Middle School earned second place in the state competition.
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Andy Coons, technology instructional facilitator, was appointed to the Board of Directors for the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards.
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