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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to Remember
· Monday, Oct. 6: Waiver Day, no school for students; staff attends

· Tuesday and Wednesday, Oct. 7 and 8: Conferencing for elementary, middle and high schools; early release at: high school, 10:50 a.m.; middle school, 11:30 a.m.; and elementary school, 12:15 p.m.

· Thursday, Oct. 9: Elementary conferencing, early release at 12:15 p.m.

· Thursday, Oct. 9: School board meeting, 6 p.m.

· Friday, Oct. 10: State inservice day, no school.

· Saturday, Oct. 11: Museum of Flight Open House for Educators, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

· Friday, Oct. 31: Waiver Day, no school for students; staff attends

News and Updates
Blix teacher surprised with OfficeMax classroom supplies
Being one of about 900 teachers across the country to receive a surprise visit from OfficeMax certainly could make your day better. That is exactly what happened Wednesday, Oct. 1, for fourth-grade teacher Linda Marshall at Blix Elementary School. Puyallup OfficeMax employees, in partnership with the nonprofit organization Adopt-A-Classroom, surprised Marshall as they presented her with nearly $1,200 worth of classroom resources and supplies through the company’s “A Day Made Better” initiative.

OfficeMax established this initiative in response to the fact that teachers often spend their own money on classroom supplies—as much as $4 billion annually or an average of $1,200 per teacher, according to the Adopt-A-Classroom Web site at http://www.adoptaclassroom.com/. Teachers across the country were honored at 10 a.m. their time on Oct. 1. 

Principal Paul Wieneke said he nominated Marshall for the award because she was one of the first Blix teachers he met this summer when he was hired as the new Blix principal and her teaching skills impressed him. In addition, Marshall was very sick this summer and is still recovering. “Nominating staff members for such fun awards is also good morale builder,” said Wieneke.

Continued
Meeker exchanges visits with New Zealand school  
Meeker Middle School welcomed 21 New Zealand guests with a wonderful welcome assembly on Sept. 26. “Principal Kevin Ikeda gave a fantastic welcome to the New Zealanders and explained to the audience that the Meeker/New Zealand exchange program began in 1989,” said Janine Doney, teacher-leader for the exchange program this year. The concert band performed the national anthem led by Bill Klouse; the choir performed the African Processional led by Kristin Emmert; and all of the hosting students introduced their New Zealand guests. 
 

The New Zealand ambassadors are here for a cultural exchange. For almost all of them, this is their first trip to the United States. Their teacher leader, Belinda Brown, has been to Tacoma before. After the welcome assembly on Friday, the New Zealanders headed up to Safeco Field, Pike Place Market, Red Robin and a Mariner's game. 

Visit the Web site at www.meekernz.net to follow their adventures as well as learn about the Meeker/New Zealand exchange program. The American Ambassadors will travel to kiwi country in February 2009. 
Sherman welcomes Communities in Schools 

Sherman Elementary School will begin offering students tutoring and after-school activities in October thanks to our new Communities in Schools program. Amanda Swanson, Sherman’s site coordinator, has been working diligently to schedule volunteers and activities to meet the needs of Sherman students. 
“Swanson is well-connected with Tacoma Public Schools—she graduated from Lincoln High School in 2003. She has spent many hours setting up programs for the coming months,” said Sherman Principal Connie Wick. Activities will begin in October and will include karate, Zumba and Chess Club, as well as mathematics and reading tutoring. Anyone interested in volunteering to lead an activity or tutor a student at Sherman is encouraged to call 253.571.5447 Monday through Thursday between the hours of 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Sherman families to walk to school Oct. 8

Sherman Elementary School students and families are preparing to walk to school on Wednesday, Oct. 8, as part of the annual Walk to School Day. For the past four years, students have celebrated the benefits of walking, helping our environment and practicing safety by participating in the International Walk to School event that takes place all over the world. 

Community leaders, teachers, parents and students will meet at Jane Clark Park at 8:30 a.m. to walk to school as a community. Upon arrival, students will be greeted by many local leaders. Wick said, “Sherman would like to recognize and thank many local businesses who have donated healthy snacks and supported our walk, including the Tacoma Police Department, Tacoma Boys, Lumberman’s, Tacoma Public Utilities, Pierce County Health Department, Albertson’s and Metropolitan Market. Sherman parent Beth Wolfe has also played a key role in organizing this event and the Sherman community extends its thanks to her.”  
Hispanic Heritage Month is Sept. 15–Oct. 15
Hispanic Heritage Month began on Sept. 15, the anniversary of independence for five Latin American countries—Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico declared its independence on Sept. 16 and Chile on Sept. 18.
Did you know?:

Common Words with Spanish Origins

Alligator: el lagarto, the lizard

Bronco: meaning wild or rough

Comrade: camarada, old Spanish for barracks, company or roommate

Patio: courtyard in Spanish

Renegade: renegado, deserter or outlaw

Savvy: saber, to know

Vamoose: vamos, let's go

Words with the same meaning in both languages include barracuda, mosquito, tobacco, and vanilla.

29 million is:
The number of U.S. residents age 5 and older who speak Spanish at home.

1.1 million is:
The number of Latino veterans of the U.S. armed forces.

Continued
Darfur Action Club to set up a displacement camp

Stadium High School students in the Darfur Action Club will experience a "displacement camp" beginning at 8 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 9 at Washington-Hoyt Elementary School and ending at 8 a.m. on Oct. 10. The camp is to raise awareness for the genocide happening in Darfur, Sudan. Students will make shelters from cardboard boxes, have minimal food and water, stage competitions, play games, hear a speaker and show a documentary. Contact Shelley Weiseth, club advisor, at 253.571.3072, for more information.
Park Avenue to hold rummage sale Oct. 11

Park Avenue Center will hold its fall rummage sale on Saturday, Oct. 11 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. A bag sale will be from 1 to 3 p.m. Buy a bag for $2 and stuff as many treasures inside as you can. Lunch will be served; hotdogs, chips, brownies and a drink will cost $3.50. “This fundraiser is to raise money for our students,” said Jini Selig, special education teacher. Contact Selig at 253.571.3472 for more information.

Meeker holiday bazaar to be Nov. 22

Meeker Middle School will hold its Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 22, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the school, 4402 Nassau Ave. N.E. There will be more than 70 vendors. Contact Meeker at 253.571.6500 for more information.
Applause
Whittier Panthers Choir sings at Cheney Stadium

The Whittier Elementary School Panthers Choir was invited to sing for the Tacoma All-Star Celebrity Softball game at Cheney Stadium on Sunday, Sept. 21. The celebrity event, hosted by Rainier's co-owner and celebrity, Nick Lachey, concluded a weekend of fundraisers to benefit Tacoma General Hospital's neonatal unit. "We are thrilled that Nick Lachey considered Whittier's choir to sing the national anthem at this event," said Whittier's principal, Eric Konishi. Even though they were only given a few days notice to prepare, several Whittier families showed their support and true spirit of giving for this special event. "The kids did such a great job, that it brought tears to my eyes," commented one parent. —Laurie Burns, music specialist, Whittier E.S.

Fawcett open house a great success

Thank you, Fawcett Elementary School families, for joining us at our open house on Sept. 25. We had more than 525 people attend this event, including parents, students, staff and extended families. We celebrated our successes and focused on the challenges still ahead with each and every student. Parents pledged their support, signed up for conferences, met with PTA, completed volunteer applications and visited their classrooms. We couldn’t be more proud of our Fawcett Falcon community. —Principal Zeek Edmond, Fawcett E.S.
Instructional Technology thanked

I want to personally thank and publicly recognize Kevin Medford for going above and beyond the call of duty. I had the privilege of teaching two Outlook classes and needed assistance in setting up the lab. Kevin not only set up the lab ahead of time, but also made himself available for any other technical issues that might have transpired during my two classes. Beyond that, Mark Craypo also came in and made sure that those in attendance were able to log in correctly and participate in class. Kevin, Mark and the entire Instructional Technology team are fine examples of what it means to truly serve. Thanks so much! —Janet Caldon, office coordinator at Lister E.S.

Wilson student receives Pratt scholarship

A big congratulations to Wilson High School student, Shanele Estrada, for receiving a scholarship from Pratt Fine Arts Center in Seattle. The Pholman- Knowles High School Scholarship for teenagers with a desire to explore art is to be used for taking a class at Pratt during the 2008-09 school year. Shanele's interest in working with glass will be furthered with this scholarship award.
Four Foss students earn Commended Student status

Foss High School students Brendan Bartanen, Geoff Chen, Linda Lai and Fred Tomlin have been named Commended Students in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship program. About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their exceptional academic promise. Although they will not continue in the 2009 competition for National Merit Scholarships, Commended Students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million students who entered the 2009 competition by taking the 2007 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).
Puyallup Fair art entry receives two awards

Stadium High School ninth grader Annalise Quach’s entry, “Pastry Party,” in the Puyallup Fair Junior/Senior High School Art Show received two awards: a Jurors’ Choice and a People’s Choice of the Day. She was a student at Meeker Middle School when she created the entry.

Health and Wellness
Walk to fight diabetes 

On Oct. 11, the American Diabetes Association will hold its annual Step Out & Walk to Fight Diabetes campaign at Point Defiance Park. If interested, register today at www.diabetes.org/stepout. If you cannot attend, but would like to make a contribution, please send a check, payable to the American Diabetes Association, to the Sound Partnership office. Please contact Will Saultes at 253.571.1083 if you have questions.
Professional Development
Museum of Flight to hold educator open house Oct. 11

The Museum of Flight will hold a free Educator Open House on Oct. 11, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. This is a great opportunity for pre-service teachers to learn about the programs the museum has to offer, including educational programs for students and professional development workshops for teachers. 

During the open house, explore the museum’s exhibits, learn about educational programs and discover air and space resources, products and programs. 

Contact The Museum of Flight at edevents@museumofflight.org or 206.768.7228 if you have any questions or need more information. Check the Web site at www.museumofflight.org/education. The museum is located at 9404 East Marginal Way S., Seattle.

Achievement Gap Summit II to be held Oct. 18 at UPS

The Achievement Gap Summit II will be held from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 18, in the Schneebeck Concert Hall at the University of Puget Sound. The cost is $100, with limited scholarships available. The deadline is Friday, Oct. 10. Clock hours are available. Join educators, parents, students and community leaders for discussions about the root causes of the achievement gap and ways to release the academic potential and excellence of children. For more information or to download a registration form, visit the Web site at www.ups.edu/agsummit2008.xml.

Tech Tips

Easy Grade Pro 4.0—For Password protecting and saving a backup automatically, click here.
Community Opportunities
Aerospace program application deadline is Nov. 7 

The Washington Aerospace Scholars program is accepting student applications for its 2009 program cycle. Washington Aerospace Scholars (WAS) is a NASA-designed, Web-based program for Washington's high school juniors. The program begins in January and consists of 11, bi-weekly, online lessons that cover the history and future of space exploration and a six-day summer residency at The Museum of Flight in Seattle.  
Washington Aerospace Scholars program aims to increase the number of Washington students who choose to major in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The lack of qualified graduates in these fields is of concern because it “impacts the creativity, productivity, and economic well-being of the nation,” according to Dr. Bonnie J. Dunbar, CEO of The Museum of Flight. Dr. Dunbar comments on the goals of Washington Aerospace Scholars: “Because Washington and the Northwest are central to so many high technology businesses and educational centers, it is hoped that this program will help to provide a solution to a much larger national imperative.” This program affords students the opportunity to learn more about these fields, and to equip themselves for the future.

Although the program is free to all who participate, there is a required application, and the slots for the summer residency are competitively awarded to only the top performing students, according to Melissa Edwards, WAS administrator.  The deadline for student applications is Nov. 7. More information is available at www.museumofflight.org/washingtonaerospacescholars. The Museum of Flight is located at 9404 East Marginal Way S. in Seattle.


Essay contest deadline is Nov. 21

The Washington Aggregates and Concrete Association announces its annual essay contest for Washington students in cooperation with the National Ready Mix Concrete Association (NRMCA at www.nrmca.org). The contest is open to all high school students ages 16–18 at the beginning of the school term. Students should submit their essay to the Washington state association no later than Nov. 21. Essays should be not more than 600 words and double-spaced. The national winner will receive a $5,000 scholarship. Contact Bruce Chattin at the Washington Aggregates and Concrete Association at 206.878.1622 or e-mail him at bchattin@washingtonconcrete.org for more information. Visit the Web site at www.washingtonconcrete.org.

Humane Society needs pet food donations

Your students may want to consider a community service project for the local Humane Society. “Our food bank is completely bare,” said Darcy Webb, outreach assistant for the Humane Society. “We are in desperate need of more food for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies. Please help us fill our food bank so that we can help those in need.”  
Bags of dry dog and cat food would be greatly appreciated. Donations can be brought in at anytime and taken to the Customer Service desk. Call 253.284.5837 for more information. 
Learn how to start a neighborhood patrol

Safe Streets will hold Neighborhood Patrol Academy on Thursdays, Oct. 9, 16 and 23 from 7–9 p.m. at the Salishan Family Investment Center, 1724 East 44th St., Tacoma. The academy will cover starting and sustaining a neighborhood patrol. This free, three-session training will teach Tacoma residents how to safetly and effectively make a difference in their neighborhoods. Contact Safe Streets Campaign at 253.272.6824 to register or visit the Web site at www.safest.org for more information.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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OfficeMax employees present Linda Marshall, a Blix E.S. fourth-grade teacher, with nearly $1,200 of school supplies during the A Day Made Better assembly on Oct. 1. 
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Meeker M.S. students and their New Zealand exchange program visitors.
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Foss H.S. students, Fred Tomlin Brendan Bartanen, Linda Lai and Geoff Chen, have been named as Commended Students in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship program. 
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