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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Board study session updates
The Board of Directors met in a study session Oct. 16 to receive an update on the process of closing Gault and McIlvaigh middle schools and transitioning to the new middle school on Portland Avenue.
Naming of the building
The board reviewed the two names proposed by the Naming Committee which consists of 25 Gault and McIlvaigh students, parents, staff members and community members: Eastside Academy Middle School and First Creek Middle School. The names were the result of an extensive naming campaign this fall. 

After discussion, the board asked the superintendent to bring back additional names for review and selected board member Debbie Winskill to join the committee. The committee will provide a broader list of possible names, gather community feedback and bring it back to the board at its Nov. 24 board meeting.
Preparation for the merger
Gault Principal Delores Beason, who will be the principal of the new middle school, and McIlvaigh Principal Kathy Boyd updated the board on transition preparations. Both schools are combining on waiver days to prepare for the transition. In addition, both schools are planning joint activities to bring both school communities together. Boyd presented an extensive list of proposed merger activities for staff members, students, families and the community throughout the year. 
A significant benefit of merging the two schools is that the new school will be able to provide a broader range of electives for students to enrich their academic experience. Importantly, Beason presented the new school vision proposal. Part of that vision is to create:
"A school where qualified, proven, dedicated staff partner with families and the community to support the achievement of every child…in classrooms where every student is safe and actively engaged in learning…and where every staff member truly believes that she/he makes the critical difference in every student’s life and that all students can and will be successful learners."
The board commended the principals on the development of the vision of the new middle school. “I am a child of poverty. I am a product of Tacoma. I grew up in Salishan,” said Beason. “The Tacoma Public Schools creates good people. I will hold onto this dream.” 
 
Boundaries
Dr. Jarvis told the board that there would be no major boundary shifting in preparation for the opening in 2009 although boundary adjustments may need to be made in the future. Thirty percent of the middle school students who reside in either the Gault or McIlvaigh boundaries attend Giaudrone or Stewart. He noted that we would ask that the seventh- and eighth-grade students attending those schools finish their middle school experiences there. 
The next regular board meeting is Thursday, Oct. 23, at 6 p.m. in the fourth-floor auditorium of the Central Administration Building.
Dates to Remember
Oct. 18: Achievement Gap Summit II
Oct. 19–25: America’s Safe Schools Week

Oct. 21: Supplemental Educational Services fair, 6 p.m., Jason Lee M.S.

Oct. 20–24: National School Bus Safety Week

Oct. 22: Supplemental Educational Services fair, 6 p.m., McIlvaigh M.S.

Oct. 23–31: Red Ribbon Week (Drug-Free America)

Oct. 23: 6 p.m., school board meeting

Oct. 24: United Nations Day

Oct. 25: Make a Difference Day

Oct. 28: Meeker M.S. 50th anniversary celebration, open house, tours, 5-6:30 p.m.

Oct. 30: Wilson choirs perform at Blue Mouse, 5 and 7 p.m.

Oct. 31: Young Athletes (Special Olympics) at Stanley E.S.

Oct. 31: No school (staff members attend)

News and Updates
SES fairs to be held Oct. 21-22

Families whose student attends either Jason Lee Middle School or McIlvaigh Middle School are encouraged to attend their school’s supplemental education services (SES) fair. Jason Lee will hold its SES fair at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 21, and McIlvaigh will hold its fair on Wednesday, Oct. 22, at 6 p.m. Gault and Gray held their SES fairs recently.

These fairs are an opportunity for families to meet potential SES providers who may provide free help to eligible students in reading, language arts and/or mathematics. Students are eligible for these services if they attend one of these middle schools and are eligible for free and reduced lunch.

McIlvaigh, Gault, Jason Lee and Gray middle schools are still in school improvement as determined by the federal No Child Left Behind Act, and will offer supplemental educational services to eligible students as an approved intervention to help students.

Continued
Lister fourth grader wins Voting is Cool poster contest

Almost as good as having your name written across the sky is having your artwork on 10 tall billboards peppered around the county—and on the outside of a Pierce Transit bus. That is exactly where Melissa Wells, a fourth grader in Christine Koukles’ class at Lister Elementary School, can see her winning entry in the Pierce County Auditor’s Voting is Cool poster contest. Melissa’s poster was also printed in 320,527 voters’ general election pamphlets distributed to Pierce County households.

A large poster of Melissa’s artwork was unveiled on Oct. 13 at a special schoolwide assembly at Lister, with numerous dignitaries attending. The poster contest gives students in kindergarten through sixth grade the opportunity to illustrate what voting means to them. Students were asked to imagine they were old enough to vote. Then they were asked to dream up something they would vote for that would make the world a better place or show how they will feel when they vote for something they really believe in. History is full of many examples of famous elections won by simply one vote, according to the Pierce County Auditor’s Web site.

                                                                   Continued
Lister original Pledge of Allegiance recording to air Oct. 17

Kailey Allen, age 9, gave a brief history of the Pledge of Allegiance on their CD recording, then her classmates in Christine Koukles’s Highly Capable fourth-grade class at Lister Elementary School recited the original Pledge of Allegiance—written in 1892 by a Baptist minister, Francis Bellamy, according to Wikipedia. 

Kirby and Company at AM 570 KVI Talk Radio selected this recording to air on the radio about 7:30 a.m. on Friday, Oct. 17, as part of Pledge Friday Class of the Week contest. Koukles nominated her class for the contest by sending in a CD of her class reciting the original Pledge of Allegiance. 

Continued
Gault and McIlvaigh team up

A journey of 1,000 miles begins with a single step—or in this case, a lap around the track—as Gault and McIlvaigh middle school athletes join together to form combined track and baseball teams. Gault's Athletic Director Booker Crawford observed, "Great camaraderie is developing between the teams, both track and baseball, which will surely contribute to a joining of the two communities." 
The ASBs have planned joint ventures as well. In the second semester, YMCA Youth and Government will be working with social studies teachers at both Gault (Booker Crawford) and McIlvaigh (Monte Gibbs) to prepare students for the 62nd Youth Legislative session. The choir and band programs will be working together throughout the year as well.  
“I have heard it said that the shortest distance between two friends is a smile,” said Delores Beason, Gault’s current principal and the principal designee of the new middle school. “I might also add, and a leg of the 400 meter relay; a home run; voices in harmony; a healthy, positive debate; a tuning warm-up note in G and some shared parliamentary proceedings.” More joint ventures will be forthcoming as the Eastside prepares to open the doors of their new middle school building on Portland Avenue.
Wilson choirs to perform at Blue Mouse

Wilson High School's award-winning Scintillation Show Choir and the CenterStage Jazz Choir, as well as several soloists, will perform in two concerts at the historic Blue Mouse Theater in the Proctor District on Oct. 30. Show times will be at 5 and 7 p.m. Tickets are $8 each and can be purchased by calling Wendy Shepherd, Wilson choral director at 253.571.6156.
Stadium to host drumline challenge

Stadium High School will host the third annual Tacoma Drumline Challenge on Wednesday, Oct. 22, at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free. Drumlines from Bellarmine Preparatory School, Meeker Middle School and Penninsula, Stadium and Wilson high schools. The event will take place in the Stadium Bowl or Stadium gym, depending on the weather.

 

Stadium Band to feature music of John Williams
The award-winning Stadium Band will feature the music of John Williams, including Star Wars, Indiana Jones, 1941, Saving Private Ryan and Harry Potter, in a concert on Wednesday, Oct. 29. Admission is free. The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Stadium Performing Arts Center.

Tacoma Weekly month story/art page with pdf link
Teachers and students interested in submitting artwork, poetry and writings for the monthly School Page in the Tacoma Weekly should contact Shari Shelton, at 253.571.4009, before 8 a.m. or after 12:20 p.m., or Donna McCracken at 253.571.4661, before 8:15 a.m. and after 3 :45 p.m. The Tacoma Weekly has generously donated the monthly page to help highlight the work of Tacoma students.

Request a Veterans Day speaker from McChord AFB

As Veterans Day approaches the Community Relations office at McChord AFB begins to receive requests for speakers, honor guard performances and other 
public engagements, said Sgt. Eric M. Burke. If a school is interested in having an active-duty member speak at an assembly or in classrooms, please use the request form available on McChord’s public Web site. 
After you complete the form, please fax it to the Community Relations office at 253.982.5025. Burke said his office staff will try to match your request with the best person available. Honor guard and other requests can also be made using this form. However, the base honor guard cannot accommodate requests any further out than two days prior to an event, as its top priority is military funerals. Contact McChord’s Community Relations office at 253.982.5637 for more information.
Applause
SMART team perks up Bryant

A big thank you to Doug Larsen and the SMART team crew. We love all of the work they accomplished in a short time. Larsen truly listened to our needs and wants, and paid careful attention to every detail. Our restrooms are beautifully repainted. The shortened counter in the office is a dream come true. The Smart team was a pleasure to have at Bryant Montessori School. Thank you again for all that you did to make our tired building perk up! —The Bryant Staff
Gault opens doors to families, community

Gault Middle School opened its doors on Sept. 25 and in walked generations of grandparents, parents/guardians, students and siblings—all there to learn about and invest in the year ahead. The administrators welcomed and shared Gault’s mission and what to expect this school year. 
The instructional facilitator readied the community for the upcoming student-led conferences. Teachers shared syllabi. Parents asked questions and connected with their student, their school and members of the community. Principal Delores Beason said, “It was a great night. Our parents are invested in their children’s academics and look to the school to help them support their child. It’s why our family nights, open houses and student-led conferences are so well attended. Our community knows that education is the key to unlocking the door of opportunity—which is why we at Gault open our doors so often.” 
Yuri Kosiuga’s efforts help launch Gault firsts

Gault Middle School’s Chief Custodian Yuri Kosiuga is truly the grease that keeps the Gault machine running smoothly. Most recently, Kosiuga helped launch two Gault building-wide firsts: arena-style AIMS testing and student-led conferences. Both required extensive table set-up and preparation. Thanks to Kosiuga’s effort, the gyms were ready to welcome parents and teachers who were impressed by the organization and set-up. —Rachel Smith-Mosel, Gault instructional facilitator
Stewart students’ art selected for holiday cards

The Children's Museum of Tacoma produces holiday cards with artwork from local students. This year, the museum selected artwork from three students at Stewart Middle School. Their art teacher is Janet Vrandfras. The link to the project is https://www.childrensmuseumoftacoma.org/holiday-cards. See the cards under the “view our custom order form here” The cards from Stewart are the cityscape, candles and snowman. —Jennifer Schlatter, development manager, Children’s Museum of Tacoma.
Health and Wellness
Mary Bridge to host Oct. 25 Walk Across America 
Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital will host its portion of the Walk Across America program at the Tacoma Mall on Saturday, Oct. 25. The beneficiary of the walk will be the childhood obesity program at Mary Bridge.

Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital is a founding member of Together for Kids, an organization consisting of 53 children’s hospitals across the country. Together for Kids is an alternative to the Children’s Miracle Network. Throughout October, member hospitals have the option of hosting a “virtual” or actual walk as part of the Walk Across America program. 

If you would like to participate, the minimum pledge amount is $30. Children who turn in that amount or more will receive a Walk Across America T-shirt and a jump rope, courtesy of Mary Bridge. Adults who turn in $30 or more will receive a T-shirt and a pedometer, courtesy of the MultiCare Center for Healthy Living. Anyone who turns in $100 or more will receive all the above and an iPod Shuffle.

Go to the Web site at http://donate.togetherforkids.org for more information or to register online.
TPS goal to lose 5,000 pounds 

“This year, we’ve set a goal for the Tacoma Public School District to collectively lose 5,000 pounds,” said Will Saultes. “All you need to do is monitor your weight loss and enter it on the Sound Living Web site at www.tsp-soundliving.com. The www.mypyramid.gov/pyramid is a great nutritional resource, and I would recommend you view this Web site to see if it can further assist you in your goals to health and wellness.”  
Commute trip reduction
A green commute could get you some green in wallet
Participate in Wheel Options by choosing not to drive alone to work at least twice from Oct. 12-25. Log your trips online at www.PierceTrips.com by Oct. 31 and you will be eligible for a variety of statewide prizes including a $2,500 cash prize, a weekend getaway to Great Wolf Lodge, a $250 gift card and various $100 gift cards.
Pierce County Prizes

Grand Prize: Stay at Inn at Langley with a $100 Visa gift card ($500 value)

(One) $250 Visa gift card

(Five) $100 Visa gift cards

(Eight) $50 Visa gift cards

Now is the time to plan your Wheel Option commute: sharing the ride in a carpool or vanpool, riding the bus, biking or walking to work, working from home or simply not commuting because of your compressed work week schedule (depending on your employer’s options).
If you need help with a Wheel Option, go to www.RideshareOnline.com and register to find a rideshare partner. It is quick, easy and rewarding. Or, contact Pam Thompson, district employee transportation coordinator, at 253.571.1460.
Tech Tips

Easy Grade Pro — Naming your gradebook.
Community Opportunities
Register to vote in person until Oct. 20

You can register to vote or transfer your voter registration in person at the Pierce County Auditor’s Office until Oct. 20 if you want to vote in the Nov. 4 general election. To register, visit the Pierce County Election Center, 2501 S. 35th St., Suite C, in Tacoma. The auditor’s office will have extended hours on Saturday, Oct. 18, and Sunday, Oct. 19, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days, and Monday, Oct. 20, from 8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. For more information, contact the office at 253.798.VOTE (8683) or 1.800.446.4979, or you can check online at www.piercecountywa.org/auditor.

Art walk show to feature SOTA alumni Oct. 16–Nov. 14

Tacoma School of the Arts graduates Chelsey and Chloe Scheffe were honored at an artists’ reception on Oct. 16, and their work will be on display until Nov. 14 at the Tacoma Art Place, a new non-profit art center at 1116 S. 11th St., in Tacoma. Visit the Tacoma Art Place Web site at www.tacomaartplace.org for more information.
Chelsey Scheffe’s work displays a layering of depth and culture through her mixed media and letterpress technique. This body of work contrasts the differences, unities, tensions, and future possibilities of the world and its cultures today. Chloe Scheffe’s black and white portraits aim to capture the true spirit of each subject. As a bound compilation, they are striking glimpses into the lives of Tacoma students and senior citizens, while accompanying prose unveils each story further. 

WE4SJ to meet Oct. 18 at Stanley E.S.

The next meeting of the Washington Educators for Social Justice (WE4SJ) will be Saturday, Oct. 18, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at Stanley Elementary School, 1712 South 17th St., Tacoma. At this meeting, participants will be working on the planning and development of the next conference. Please bring your ideas and recommendations. 
Port of Tacoma to hold educational workshops
In November, the Port of Tacoma Commission will hold public meetings regarding the port's 2009 budget. The port is hosting a series of educational workshops in October throughout Pierce County to help Pierce County citizens.
The 90-minute Port of Tacoma 101 workshops will delve into the port's history, current scope of operations and future plans, as well as highlighting the port's 2009 budget process. Workshops will take place in Tacoma, Puyallup, Gig Harbor and Lakewood. For those unable to attend, a videotaped version is available online. 
Subjects covered in the workshop will include:

· History: Reviewing the port’s development 

· Geography: Trading with the world 

· Engineering: Building for the future 

· Economics: Creating jobs 

· Finance: Highlighting the 2009 budget process 
The upcoming workshops will be held in Gig Harbor and Lakewood.
        
Gig Harbor: Thursday, Oct. 23
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Gig Harbor City Hall 
3510 Grandview St.
Gig Harbor, WA   98335
Lakewood: Wednesday, Oct. 29
5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Gary and Carol Milgard Family HOPE Center
10402 Kline Street SW
Lakewood, WA  98499
Contact Hillary Hunt, government and community affairs coordinator, at 253.428.8662, or go to the Port of Tacoma Web site at www.portoftacoma.com for more information.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Lister E.S. fourth grader Melissa Wells in Christine Koukles’ class won the grand prize in the Voting is Cool poster contest.
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Alexis Takara, left, and Kaily Allen in Christine Koukles’ class at Lister hold the plaque and framed copy of the Pledge of Allegiance their class received from AM 570 KVI Talk Radio as Pledge Friday Class of the Week.
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Kyle Hammond in Christine Koukles’ class earned the third honor of the week for Lister E.S. when he won a pumpkin carving stencil contest sponsored by The News Tribune. His entry will be published in the newspaper on Oct. 27.
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