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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. 
Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Dates to remember
Sept. 28–Oct. 2: Bus ridership count week
Oct. 1: Crime Prevention Month, UNICEF Month
Oct. 1: Educator Night at the Museum, 5:30–8 p.m.
Oct. 4–10: Fire Prevention Week
Oct. 6: High school open houses
Oct. 6–8: Elementary school conferences, early release

Oct. 7–8: Middle and high school conferences, early release

Oct. 8: School board meeting, 6 p.m.

Oct. 9: Waiver Day, no school, staff attends
Oct. 5: Truman M.S. Marine Band master classes, 3–4 p.m.
Oct. 11–17: Earth Science Week; NAEOP Career Awareness Week

Oct. 12: Columbus Day

Oct. 12–16: National School Lunch Week

Oct. 16: First Creek Middle School opening celebration, 6–8 p.m.
Oct. 18–24: America’s Safe Schools Week

Oct. 19–23: National School Bus Safety Week

Oct. 19: Career and College Night, UPS Field House, 5–8 p.m.

Oct. 24: United Nations Day; Make a Difference Day

Board news
Administrative actions

At its Sept. 24 meeting, the board approved hiring Rebecca Owens as the acting principal at Skyline Elementary School and Kate Frazier as the assistant principal at Sheridan Elementary School. Owens was the assistant principal at Sheridan. Frazier has been a school and family liaison with the School, Family and Community Partnership Office. 

Board recognitions

Bill Southern, outreach and public affairs director, and John Borgognoni, vice president of sports and program, both with Special Olympics Washington, honored Stanley Elementary School Principal Cindy Johnson for implementing the Young Athletes program at Stanley and working in partnership with their organization.

Jeff Rounce, owner and publisher of the Business Examiner, explained the Business Examiner’s “40 under Forty” program to recognize outstanding young leaders in the community. Jennifer Kubista, district director of Athletics and Activities, received one of these awards this year. She graduated from Wilson High School. Kubista recognized her family and her administrative secretary Janet Ulberg for their support.

Continued
News and updates
Elizabeth Wesley awards honor African American students

Fifty-nine of the 201 Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award winners honored on Sept. 19 at Clover Park Technical College were students from the Tacoma Public Schools. 

The 201 students received a $350 scholarship for their academic excellence, community involvement and good citizenship. The Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive Award Program was created to recognize and honor African-American youth in grades nine through 11, and was named for Elizabeth Wesley, a civic leader active in the founding of the Tacoma Urban League. 
Continued
Foss and Stadium seniors are National Merit semifinalists

Tonya Yu from Foss High School and Carolyn Anderson from Stadium High School are among the local semifinalists in the 55th annual National Merit Scholarship Program. The semifinalists earned the highest scores in each state on the 2008 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT). The nearly 16,000 semifinalists from across the nation represent less than one percent of seniors nationwide.
Continued
Upcoming events

Bus ridership count week Sept. 28 to Oct. 2

During the week of Sept. 28–Oct. 2, bus drivers will count the students who ride the bus in the morning. The district receives funding from the state for every student who rides the bus this week. Funding ranges from $250 to $1,600 per student. Please encourage students who normally ride the bus to be on their bus this week.

Contact Sue Race, director of Transportation, at 253.571.1853 if you have any questions.  

Music Boosters to sponsor Marine Band classes Oct. 5
Truman Middle School Music Boosters will sponsor free master classes by members of “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band on Monday, Oct. 5, from 3–4 p.m. at Truman Middle School, 3501 North 35th St., Tacoma. Master classes will be offered for the flute, saxophone, clarinet and trumpet for middle and high school students in the area.

“The President’s Own” Marine Band performs for the President and is in the Seattle area every five years, according to David Cripe, Truman band director. For more information on the master classes, contact Cripe at dcripe@tacoma.k12.wa.us.

Special note

“The President’s Own” United States Marine Band will perform on Monday, Oct. 5, at 7:30 p.m. at the Auburn Performing Arts Center, 700 E. Main St., Auburn. Concert tickets are free. Please call 253.931.3043 for more information.

For more information on the Marine Band, click here. 
School phone, fax numbers to change

The following schools’ phone and fax numbers will change on the dates listed:

· Lyon E.S.—Sept. 23, main phone 253.571.4800 and fax 253.571.4801
· Jason Lee M.S.—Oct. 6, main 253.571.7700 and fax 253.571.7710
· Reed E.S.—Nov. 18, main 253.571.6400 and fax 253.571.6460
· Jefferson E.S.—Dec. 1, main 253.571.4000 and fax 253.571.3990
· Sheridan E.S.—Dec. 4, main 253.571.5900 and fax 253.571.5929
Applause
Franklin E.S. highlighted by KOMO 4 

Franklin Elementary School was highlighted on KOMO 4 Morning News broadcast on Friday, Sept. 25, between 5 and 6 a.m. All school year long, KOMO 4 Morning News will be customizing forecasts for specific schools that have been nominated by teachers, students and/or parents. A former custodian at Franklin submitted the nomination. 

 

KOMO 4’s meteorologist, Paul Deanno made a forecast specifically for Franklin and shared a few quick and fun facts about the school. Franklin was featured in a weather segment on KOMO 4 Morning News with Deanno, Molly Shen, Mike Dardis and Rachelle Murcia.

 
To nominate your school, click on the KOMO 4 link to the online nomination form.
Professional development
Educators workshops set for Oct. 21 and Nov. 19

The Washington State Holocaust Education Resource Center has two upcoming workshops designed for educators. The Oct. 21 workshop, “Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing,” will be held in Seattle and the Nov. 19 workshop, “Holocaust & Humanity: A Workshop for Educators,” will be held in Tacoma. “Workshops like these are critical to helping educators teach about these sensitive, and often overwhelming, topics effectively,” said Ilana Cone Kennedy, director of Education, Washington State Holocaust Education Resource Center.

Continued
District to sponsor Verbal S.W.A.T. training Oct. 30

The Tacoma Public Schools will sponsor a Verbal S.W.A.T. workshop, “Strategies with Authority and Tact,” on Friday, Oct. 30, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Jesus Villahermosa of Crisis Reality Training Inc. will present the training at the district’s Professional Development Center, 6501 North 23rd St., Tacoma. The objective of this training is to minimize or eliminate crisis by using learned skills and understanding both verbal and non-verbal communication.

Seating is limited, so register soon. The registration fee is $109. Visit the Web site at www.crisisrealitytraining.com for more details. 

Crisis Reality Training to present lockdown workshops

The “Staff, This is a LOCKDOWN!” workshop is a one-day educator’s training seminar for learning how to develop and implement a realistic and comprehensive lockdown plan. The workshop is geared to bring you a heightened awareness and knowledge of how to respond to a crisis in a lockdown situation. 

Jesus Villahermosa from Crisis Reality Training Inc. will present this workshop on Monday, Nov. 19 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the University of Washington Tacoma in the William W. Philip Assembly Hall, 1900 Commerce St., Tacoma. The registration fee is $149. To register, click here.

The workshop will also be held at Crestview Middle School in Ellisville, Missouri, on Oct. 23 and at the University of Southern California on Oct. 25. Jesus Villahermosa with Crisis Reality Training Inc. in University Place, Wash., will present the training. 
For more information, contact Villahermosa at 253.381.0505 or check the Web site at www.crisisrealitytraining.com.

TCC to offer Spanish and customer service courses

Tacoma Community College (TCC) and the Tacoma Public Schools will hold an advanced beginner Spanish class for employees at the Professional Development Center (PDC) this fall. In addition, TCC will conduct a customer care certificate program at the PDC. Click on the links for details of both programs. 
Tech tip

AverVison software video tutorial helpful

Your classroom document camera is a powerful tool, and it comes with software, AverVison 3, that adds a lot of instructional capabilities to this device. For a comprehensive video tutorial on how to use all of the features available with your document camera, go to www.avermedia-usa.com/presentation/tutorial_av3win.asp.

Remember you can always rewind and replay any section of the video.

There is also a teacher forum and a limited set of lesson plans K-12, available on the AverVision site at www.avermedia-usa.com/presentation/appguide.asp.
Health information

Seasonal flu information

Link to the district Web page for more information on flu season and what the district is doing as well as links to other agencies. 
District flu shots to be available Oct. 1

For a list of seasonal flu shot dates and locations around the Tacoma Public Schools, click here to go to the Sound Partnership Web site link.

Commute trip reduction

Pierce Transit to hold community design workshops

What should the Pierce Transit of tomorrow look like? Pierce Transit has served Pierce County for 30 years. Help Pierce Transit plan for the next 30.
Join Pierce Transit to discuss:

· Prioritizing service

· Where you’d like to see improvements and least like to see reductions

· Regional connection

See the attached community design workshop brochure for a meeting near you. The workshop locations are also listed in the Rider Alert brochure. Plus, follow Pierce Transit’s progress, give your suggestions and sign up to get the latest updates at www.PTtomorrow.org or link to it from www.piercetransit.org.

Winner of Wheel Options campaign goes to Rome, Italy
The grand prize winner of the statewide Wheel Options campaign (Oct. 18–31) will be headed to Rome, Italy. Another statewide winner will receive a weekend getaway on the Victoria Clipper. The Pierce County grand prize winner will get a stay in Leavenworth, Wash., at the Enzian Inn. These are just a few of the many prizes. To enter the contests, employees must to commute to work using another means than driving alone during the campaign weeks and register online at www.piercetrips.com by Nov. 6.

Some school district employees ride their bike to work on a regular basis like Kyle Mohagen, a teacher at McCarver Elementary School, and he could win one of the top prizes or one of many gift cards. 
Mohagen said, “I have ridden my bike to work every day for three years now—it’s an easy 3.5 mile ride from my house to school. I ride to stay healthy and wake myself up even in rain and snow. The best thing is being able to clear my head and know I am doing something to help improve myself every day. I like to ride around Pt. Defiance as a workout.” Mohagen has raced in four triathlons and ridden his bike from Portland to San Francisco, camping along the way.

If you reduce your commute in a single occupancy vehicle by riding your bike, taking the bus, walking to work or riding in a vanpool or carpool and have an interesting story to share, please send your story in an e-mail to Pam Thompson, employee transportation coordinator, at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us.

Community opportunities

REACH to hold grand opening Oct. 14
The Resources for Education and Career Help (REACH) will hold a grand opening on Wednesday, Oct. 14, from 4:30–7 p.m. at 714 S. 27th St., Tacoma. REACH is located on the first two floors of Tacoma Goodwill’s new Milgard Work Opportunity Center. This new partnership of agencies and organizations provides workforce development services for young adults ages 16–24, under the direction of Kurt Miller. 

REACH provides career education and personal and professional development services for young adults in Tacoma and across South Puget Sound. The partnership includes Bates Technical College, Clover Park Technical College, Tacoma Community College, Tacoma Community House, Vadis, Tacoma Public Schools, Centro Latino, Job Corps, Metropolitan Development Council, WorkForce Central and Tacoma Goodwill.

“We are very excited about the services REACH is already providing young adults,” said Miller. “We invite the community to see our facilties and learn about the programs our partners are providing young people.”

At the grand opening, visitors will be able to talk with local business people and executives and receive resume and job search assistance from employment specialists. There will be a chance to learn about REACH services including career assessment, job readiness training and the job resource room. REACH also provides training in computer and construction skills, culinary arts, barista skills, GED classes, distance learning courses, Green jobs, financial education and independent living skills.

The open house event will feature musical entertainment, door prizes, food and free haircuts and manicures for 16- to 24-year-old young people. 

For more information, contact Kurt Miller, REACH director, at 253.573.6500 or kmiller@reachtacoma.org or Korbett Mosesly, Americorps/REACH PSW, Tacoma Goodwill, at 253.573.6580 or kmosesly@reachtacoma.org.

WorkForce Central has internships for young adults

WorkForce Central has applications available for work internship positions for young adults, ages 18 to 24 throughout Pierce County. Young adults will work a minimum of 20 hours a week up to 40 hours a week. Internships are a great way to gain valuable work experience. Young people can work up to 200 hours until the end of March. Placement depends on interests and skill level. Wages and L&I are covered by the program. Participants can start tomorrow. 

Contact Tim Bartz at 253.404.3988 or e-mail him at tbartz@workforce-central.org.
Free Zoo Career Day is Nov. 7

Students in sixth grade through college are invited to visit the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium on Saturday, Nov. 7, for the annual Career Day event. With teacher/advisor approval, this event may meet the job shadow or other career exploration requirements for students.

Pre-registration is not required for Career Day. Admission is free all day for participating students; however, students under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a paying adult. A minimum of one adult per five students under the age of 16 is required. 

Check-in begins at the Career Day tents above the admissions gates at 9:30 a.m. Staff biologist panel presentations, limited (20 students per tour) behind-the-scenes-exhibit tours and other activities will be scheduled from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The zoo closes at 4 p.m. To download a 2009 Career Day flyer and see the 2008 schedule, visit the Career Programs and Information page at www.pdza.org. A tentative 2009 schedule will also be posted online by mid-October. If you have any questions, contact the zoo by e-mailing cathleen.mcconnell@pdza.org.

Schedule a free zoo “Quest for Wildlife” program
Pt. Defiance Zoo & Aquarium will once again deliver a free, structured life science program to each fourth-grade classroom in the Tacoma Public Schools during the 2009-10 school year. This will be the fourth year that Pt. Defiance’s education instructors have reached every fourth-grade classroom in the school district.

Continued
29th annual Hunger Walk Oct. 10

Help make a difference by participating in the 2009 Pierce County Hunger Walk on Saturday, Oct. 10. Registration will be from 8 to 10 a.m. at the First Christian Church, corner of 6th Avenue and Orchard Street. The 29th annual walk will begin at 10 a.m. The walk/run will go through Tacoma’s North End and the Proctor District, and it will help feed hungry children and families in Pierce County and around the world. Go to the Web site at www.pchungerwalk.org for more information. 
Wine industry scholarships available

Two scholarships are available for viticulture and enology for students in college or who may enroll in college to study the wine industry.

The Washington Association of Wine Grape Growers established the Walter J. Clore scholarship in 1997 in honor of Dr. Clore’s grape research and lifetime achievements in viticulture and enology for high school seniors through students seeking advanced degrees. Check the Web site at www.wawgg.org for details or call 509.782.8234. The application deadline is Nov. 30.

The Washington Wine Industry Foundation is offering six scholarships ranging from $500 to $2,000 for students interested in the study of viticulture or enology and with financial need. Check the Web site at www.washingtonwinefoundation.org for details or call 509.782.1108. The application deadline is Nov. 30.  
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Rachel’s Challenge
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Browns Point E.S. has committed to Rachel’s Challenge for the school year. Rachel Scott was the first student killed in the Columbine shootings and the challenge focuses on her legacy of kindness and compassion. Below are photos of Dr. Art Jarvis and Rachel’s Challenge facilitator Dina Rowe greeting students at the kick-off assembly.
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School board meeting 9-24-09
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Bill Southern, left, outreach and public affairs director for Special Olympics Washington, presents Stanley E.S. Principal Cindy Johnson with an award for implementing the Young Athletes program at Stanley. John Borgognoni, right, vice president of sports and program for Special Olympics presented a certificate to Johnson.
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Director of Athletics and Activities Jennifer Kubista, was recognized by the Business Examiner as a leader in her community in the “40 Under Forty” awards program.

Jeff Rounce, owner and publisher of the Business Examiner, explained the program and honored Kubista.
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Jeff Rounce, Business Examiner owner, meets school board members at the Sept. 24 board meeting.

[image: image12.jpg]



Tiffany Salesky, Barbara Patterson and Dani Collins, from left to right, present the board with a photograph of the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life at Mt. Tahoma H.S. and thanked the board for its ongoing support of the relay.
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Tiffany Salesky and Barbara Patterson hold up the photograph of the Relay for Life held at Mt. Tahoma H.S. 
Quick Links
· Event Calendar
· Job openings
· News & Information
· Policies & Procedures
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· Staff classifieds
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