[image: image17.jpg]Yacor

coma




	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253-571-1015. 
Dates to remember
Sept. 25:  McCarver Elementary Celebration and Reunion, noon to 3 p.m.
Sept. 27-Oct. 1: School Bus Ridership Count Week (please see article below)

Sept. 28: Gray Middle School back-to-school night, 6 p.m.

Sept. 28: Giaudrone Back-to-School Night, 6 p.m.

Sept. 29: All-City PTA meeting, 7 to 9 p.m., CAB
Sept. 30: Lincoln High School back-to-school night, 6 p.m.

Sept. 30: Wilson High School open house, 6 to 10 p.m.
Oct. 11-14, 18-21: Flu shots (see schedule below)

Oct. 13: Whitman Elementary Candidate Forum, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 15: Mt. Tahoma High School 50th anniversary homecoming celebration

Oct. 20: Gray Middle School Literacy Night at the Library, 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Nov. 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22: The Sound Partnership open enrollment (see story below)

SAVE THE DATE: Feb. 17: Tacoma Council PTA Centennial, LHS, 4:30 p.m.

Applause
TPS receives Certificate of Excellence 

The Association of School Business Officials International (ASBO) recently announced that Tacoma Public Schools received the Certificate of Excellence award based on the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ending 2009.

“The award represents a significant achievement, and reflects the commitment of the governing body and staff to meeting the highest standards of school financial reporting,” said ASBO Executive Director John Musso. “In order to receive the award, the district had to satisfy specific guidelines for effective, high-quality financial reporting recognized by school business officials throughout the United States.”
National Merit Scholarship Program names semifinalists

Stadium High School students Larkin Flodin and Zoe Snape have been named National Merit Scholarship semifinalists. They will be among 16,000 students nation-wide competing for National Merit Scholarships.

TPS Mail Room better than USPS?

An anonymous employee reported to Webucator that TPS Mail Room’s Chuck Floyd and inter-school delivery people provide great service. “It’s better than the United States Post Office (USPS). I can’t believe that, with the volume of mail they have, everything always quickly gets to where it is supposed to go, and huge department mailings are so efficiently distributed. We even receive USPS help in our own district. Please give a big pat on the back to those efficient folks.” 

Cheers for ‘quick link’ lady Nikol

Grant Elementary Principal Jennifer Cooper called to praise Public Information Office secretary Nikol Cartledge, who added a “super link” to the District –to-School Friday packet. “It is so easy. The link takes us right where we need to be with no extra clicks or time wasted. Tell Nikol thanks,” she said.
Upcoming events
Save the date: Tacoma Council PTA Centennial celebration
Tacoma Council PTA will celebrate its milestone 100th birthday on PTA Founder’s Day, Feb. 17, at Lincoln High School Cafeteria and Auditorium, 701 S. 37th St., starting at 4:30 p.m. 

Tacoma Council PTA is inviting all past and current PTA leaders and members. If interested in helping plan and carry out this milestone gathering, please contact School Board Member Kim Golding, chair of the 100-year committee, at 253-906-8827, or email her at tacomapta@nventure.com. Want to help with the creation of a nostalgic display of your PTA’s history? Golding asks that you please inform your current PTA president.

Gray MS Literacy Night at South Tacoma Branch Library
Gray Middle School students and families are invited to South Tacoma Branch Library at South 56th Street and Puget Sound Avenue Oct. 13 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. to meet Gray’s literacy teachers, sign up for library cards and tour the public library.

Mt. Tahoma HS 50th Homecoming Tail Gate Celebration
Mt. Tahoma High School alumni and community members are invited to the 50th Anniversary Homecoming Tail Gate Celebration Oct. 15 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. in the school parking lot. Music from the last five decades will be presented on stage by Mt. Tahoma staff, students and alumni. There will also be food and vendor booths. 
National Park offers free electronic field trip
The National Park Foundation invites teachers and fourth- through eighth- grade students to take a free electronic field trip through North Cascades National Park. Participants are encouraged to visit www.northcascadeseft.org to access lesson plans and web-based games to get a jump start on the interactive adventure.
Important School Bus Ridership Count Week coming up
Tacoma Public Schools receives annual state transportation funding based on the number of students on board buses during School Bus Ridership Count Week, Sept. 27-Oct. 1. Students riding the morning bus are counted by bus drivers, and the count is submitted to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
The district receives $300 to $1,600 per student depending on distance traveled to school. TPS Transportation Director Sue Race is asking administrators and staff members to encourage students who normally ride a bus during the school year to ride daily during this week.
McCarver Elementary reunion Sept. 25
McCarver’s past – and future, represented by the Zina Linnik Project – will be celebrated at an all-school, all-years’ reunion and barbecue Sept. 25 from noon to 3 p.m. Everyone is invited to share memories, tour the school and learn about the Zina Linnik project. For information, contact Alisa O’Hanlon at 253-591-5310.
Whitman PTA sponsors candidate forum 
Parents and community members are invited to attend a 29th Legislative District Candidate Forum, Wed., Oct. 13, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Whitman Elementary School. 

PTA legislative chair Tanya Taylor said that legislative candidates will be asked specifically what they will do to ensure the children of Tacoma have the very best opportunity for success.
The forum is sponsored by Whitman PTA, Tacoma Council PTA, BEST Education Tacoma, Pacific Avenue Business District and Whitman Area Neighbors. Refreshments will be served. For information, or to RSVP for child care, contact Taylor at 253-314-8632 or email whitmanpta@comcast.net.  

Young Ambassadors of Physical Education schedule tryouts

Young Ambassadors of Physical Education tryouts are scheduled Oct. 6, Oct. 7 and Oct. 8 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at DeLong Elementary. Tryouts are open to students in grades one through five. Students joining the troupe of 36 ambassadors must demonstrate a high level of gymnastic and rhythmic ability and exemplary conduct in and outside of school.

The group practices twice a week and travels from November through April, demonstrating, to a variety of audiences, physical activities that explain and demonstrate the intent of physical education at the elementary level. For more information, contact Toni Norling at 253-571-5718.
News and updates
Outstanding young volunteers sought
Outstanding young community service volunteers in grades five through 12 are being sought for the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program, which is co-sponsored by the National Association of Secondary School Principals. State honorees will receive $1,000 and a trip to Washington, D.C. National honorees will receive additional awards of $5,000 along with $5,000 grants to charities of their choice. 

Applications must be completed by Nov. 1, and submitted to a middle or high school principal, Girl Scout council member, county 4-H agent, American Red Cross chapter member, YMCA or affiliate of HandsOn Network. The application is available online at http://spirit.prudential.com or at www.principals.org/spirit. Those without Internet access may obtain a paper version of the application by calling 877-525-8491.
The Sound Partnership schedules open enrollment meetings
The Sound Partnership benefit options and enrollment decisions will be addressed at several open enrollment meetings. Employees, spouses and domestic partners are invited to attend. The schedule is:

· Nov. 3, Mt. Tahoma High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 8, CAB, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

· Nov. 10, Foss High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 15, Stadium High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 17, Lincoln High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 22, Wilson High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Free employee flu shots available
Flu shots are provided free to The Sound Partnership members, spouses and domestic partners and dependent children age 18 or older. Shots will be given from 2 to 5 p.m. each day:

Oct. 11, NE Tacoma Elementary

Oct. 12, Foss High School

Oct. 13, CAB

Oct. 14, Building and Grounds

Oct. 18, Mt. Tahoma High School

Oct. 19, Stadium High School

Oct. 20, Wilson High School

Oct. 21, Transportation Department

Oct. 21, Lincoln High School. 
Shots also will be available at the Benefits Fair at the Professional Development Center on Nov. 18 from 3 to 6 p.m.

TPS/Goodwill clothing drives begin
Tacoma Goodwill has invited Tacoma Public Schools elementary schools to participate in the 2010 Donate and Change Lives campaign. Each building principal wishing to participate will be asked to schedule dates when students and staff may donate gently used clothing and shoes for the Goodwill program. 

The winning class in each school wins a pizza party, and each participating school receives a recognition plaque. Donation representative Leslie Duprie will contact school offices to schedule drive and pickup dates. For more information, contact Duprie at duprie@tacomagoodwill.org. 
Professional interview skills workshop focuses on young adults
“Suited for Success,” a workshop focusing on young adults interested in making a good first impression in a job interview, will be Oct. 16 from noon to 3 p.m. Job seekers will discover what employers want and learn professional grooming tips. Sponsored by Advancing Women through Education (AWE), the workshop will be in the Olympic Room at Tacoma Library’s main branch, 1102 Tacoma Ave. S. There is no charge for attending. High school students are welcome to attend.

TransACT provides free help in 21 languages
Tacoma School District’s TransACT subscription provides free, immediate access to more than 100 ready-to-use forms and letters in 21 languages. Register at www.transact.com or contact TransACT representatives at 425-977-1200.
TPS Facebook stories now online

Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) has established its presence on Facebook and Twitter to better communicate with its families, employees and the community. Read the TPS Facebook stories and check the “Like” button to follow the news as it’s posted. 
Free online tutoring services available to students
The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is offering online tutoring services free of charge for all public middle and high schools in Washington. The online tutoring program supports foreign languages, math, science, social studies, English, business, college planning, state assessments, SAT and ACT. For more information, visit the Web site at http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/support/tutors/. 
Professional development
Performance evaluation training & paraeducator contract review

TPS Human Resources will offer performance evaluation training and paraeducator contract review sessions on the following dates:

Performance evaluation training

· Secondary principals: Sept. 24, 7:30 to 10:30 a.m., CAB Auditorium

· Elementary principals: Sept. 30, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., CAB Board Room, and Oct. 1, 7:30 to 10:30 a.m., CAB Auditorium

Paraeducator contract review 
· Sept. 24, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., CAB Auditorium

· Oct. 1, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., CAB Auditorium
Unclaimed property sent to state after Oct. 15
Employees whose names are listed below have checks that have not been cashed. To claim funds for those checks, contact the Finance Department at 571-1202 or go to the Finance Office, Central Administration Building, 601 S. Eighth St., Rm. 200. The Finance Office will need photo identification. If the amount owing is $50 or less, claimants receive cash immediately. 
Unclaimed funds await the following: M. Andre; A. Balerud; S. Block; S. DeNune; B. Dunn; S. Ervin; A. Ferguson; J. Caballero; C. Gibson; C. Johnson; R. Kelly; R. Lauzon; T. Lockridge; J. Long; L. Martinez; R. Mattich; V. Mayster; L. McCoy-Vadset; N. McKinney; A. Miller; K. Mohagen; L. Morris; C. Olson; S. Richardson; T. Richmond; T. Sobko; J. Taylor; F. Trujillo; and, B. Whitfield. 

After Oct. 15, unclaimed monies outstanding for over a year are sent to the Washington State Unclaimed Property Section, as required by law. To claim funds after Oct. 15, go online to www.claimyourcash.org. 

WSU 4-H National Youth Science Day Oct. 6

Millions of young people across the nation will become scientists during the third annual 4-H National Youth Science Day Oct. 6. This year’s experiment, 4-H2O, will examine water quality, carbon dioxide and environmental impact. 

Teachers who register receive experiment guides and materials. Contact Christina Murray, 4-H program coordinator of after-school programs, at 253-798-3223, or email murraychristin@wsu.edu.

Environmental grants available to schools

Schools and non-profit organizations may apply for grants up to $5,000 from the Tacoma City Office of Sustainability. Projects must be postmarked by Oct. 29 and focus on transportation/fuel reduction, energy reduction, waste reduction/recycling or smart land use/livable neighborhoods. 
Possible projects could include: installing a passive thermal solar water heater; creating a YouTube video educating citizens on recycling in Tacoma; creating an urban agriculture project; or installing recycling stations at school. For information, call Catherine Taylor at 502-2223 or go to www.cityoftacoma.org/sustainability. 

PSESD fall newsletter online
The fall edition of the Puget Sound Educational Service District quarterly “One-to-One” newsletter is online at www.psesd.org/121. Featured are math and science resources, paraeducator resources and new classes and workshops. 

Professional Development restructures registration system 

The Professional Development (PD) online registration system has undergone a major restructure. The registration process was automated to improve service. Go to the district Web site Professional Development page to register for classes and log-in using your employee ID number. You will see a new view of a menu bar with filters. 
Tech tips

Try a better link to technology self-help Web page
Due to an editorial error, the link to the Technology Services self-help Web site page didn’t work. Please go to the following address to learn more:
http://www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/departments/tech_services/Pages/TechnicalSupport.aspx.
Commute trip reduction

City of Tacoma needs bike and pedestrian counters
Want to directly impact biking-  and walking-related transportation in Tacoma? Help track bicyclists and pedestrians in locations throughout the city by volunteering as an official counter Oct. 5 through Oct. 7. Volunteers at trails and intersections during peak commute hours will tally bicycles and pedestrians. For more information or to volunteer, contact the Cascade Bike Club at Tessa.greegor@cascadebicycleclub.org.

Vanpool information on user-friendly Web site
Pierce Transit’s Web site has had a facelift. Go to http://www.piercetransit.org/ and check out the user-friendly Vanpool pages. Also, you may access the transit newsletter by going to http://www.piercetransit.org/rideshare/pdfs/current_issue.pdf.

Contents in this issue include the following: Wheel Options Fall Campaign; Back to School Reminders; Vanpool Driver Applications; and MVR Surprises.

Community opportunities

Salsa Under the Stars

Salsa Under the Stars – Salsa Bajo Las Estrellas! – and enjoy Latin food on Saturday night, Sept. 25, from 6 to 10 p.m. at Centro Latino, 1208 S. 10th St.  For tickets or information, contact Susan Ross at Centro Latino at 253-572-7717. 

MLK Ballet holds open auditions

MLK Ballet is holding an open audition to find new students between the ages of 7 and 11 for a tuition-free dance training program. Children of all levels are welcome to attend; no experience necessary. Auditions will be held Sept. 27 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at People’s Community Center, 1602 Martin Luther King Jr. Way. For more information, call 906-2190. 

October named Filipino American History Month 

Filipino American History Month will be celebrated for the first time next month, following the passage of a resolution by the Washington Legislature last spring.

Rey Pascua, resolution author and president of the Filipino-American Community of Yakima Valley, Inc., suggests schools celebrate the special month by encouraging dialogue and presentations from Filipino communities, welcoming cultural and historical performers and acknowledging Filipino American students and families. 
Museum of Glass artists demonstrate flameworking 

Tacoma Museum of Glass presents a five-week series of flameworking demonstrations by four artists: Keiko, James Minson, Sabina Boehm and Karen Buhler. Flameworking is the process of using a torch to heat up glass rods and then manipulate them into different shapes. The demonstrations will occur Wednesdays through Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays from noon to 4 p.m., Sept. 22 through Oct. 24, in the museum’s Grand Hall. 

REACH offers young adult workshops
Resources for Education and Career Help (REACH) offers job and training opportunities for young adults 16-24. “Email for Employment” classes feature professional email etiquette training, including sending a resume to potential employers and organizing employment search correspondence. Classes are 10 a.m. to noon Sept. 28, Oct. 12 and Oct. 26. 

REACH will also host a Law Enforcement Career Fair Oct. 8, 5 to 7:30 p.m. Classes and events take place at REACH headquarters, 714 S. 27th St. 

Tacoma Community College hosts art exhibition

The Gallery at Tacoma Community College is hosting a free art exhibition through Oct. 15. The Gallery, located on the TCC campus just off S. 12th St. between Pearl and Mildred streets, is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Fort Nisqually candlelight tours begin Oct. 1 
Take a peek into 1859 during Fort Nisqually Living History Museum’s annual Candlelight Tours Oct. 1-2. Guided walking tours of the fort begin at 7 p.m. with only stars, campfires and candles to light the way. Visitors will encounter re-enactors portraying Hudson’s Bay Company laborers, servants, gentlemen and ladies. For ticket information, contact Fort Nisqually at 253-591-5339 or visit www.fortnisqually.org.
Museum of Glass holds free admission Saturday
 The Tacoma Museum of Glass is offering complimentary admission to all visitors Sept. 25, 10 a.m. through 5 p.m., to celebrate National Museum Day and recent accreditation by the American Association of Museums. Featured artists include Laura de Santillana and Alessandro Diaz de Santillana from Venice, Italy, and local artist Keiko, who will demonstrate the art of flameworking in the Grand Hall. 
Neighborhood Patrol Academy presents Safe Streets workshop
Safe Streets Neighborhood Patrol Academy is presenting a workshop for Tacoma and Pierce County residents on how to safely and effectively make a difference in neighborhood safety. Class will be Sept. 25 from 1 to 5:30 p.m. at Sector 3 Police Substation, 1501 S. 72nd St., Tacoma. To register, e-mail dburwell@safest.org or rkhlom@safest.org, call 253-272-6824, or visit the Web site at www.safest.org.
Emergency Management sponsors CPR Sunday
Pierce County Department of Emergency Management is sponsoring CPR Sunday Oct. 10 at Foss High School featuring CPR and defibrillator practice. Attendees earn a CPR card upon completion of the class. Register online at www.CPRSunday.net or call 253-594-7979.
Race and Pedagogy National Conference Oct. 28-30 at UPS
In Tacoma, top national commentators on education and race will be at the second Race and Pedagogy Conference at University of Puget Sound Oct. 28-30. They will address the topic of how to deal with issues of race and diversity in the classroom. Clock hour credits are available. Keynote speakers include: musician Harry Belafonte, Freeman Hrabowski III, Richard Delgado, Jean Stefancic and Lani Guinier. To register, go to www.pugetsound.edu/RPNC or www.twitter.com/univpugetsound. 
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Tacoma School District No. 10 complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Laurie Taylor, assistant superintendent, Human Resources, telephone 253-571-1252. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253-571-1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Jennifer Traufler, executive director, Student Services, telephone 253-571-1224. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, Disability Accommodations Office, telephone 253-571-1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
DeLong throws out  40,000-point challenge 
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Delong Principal Ed Schau, kindergarten teacher Wendy McConkey and first grade teacher Kathy Brady challenge students at the Accelerated Reader kickoff.
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Delong fourth-grade reading champ Noemi Gomez is recognized by literacy chair Cindy Sloan, who challenged students to reach 40,000 Accelerated Reader points, up from last year’s 36,155.
Jennifer’s memory honored by donations
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Cat in the Hat and Bear guard books donated to Birney Elementary’s library in memory of beloved teacher Jennifer Paulson. Librarian Wayne Peterson said books came from community members, students, staff and local organizations. 
SOTA students volunteer at Grant
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SOTA students volunteer at Grant Elementary for United Way’s Day of Caring. SOTA teachers Rich Willams’ and Dawn Webster-Williams’ students tutored reading, math, art and dance.
Browns Pt. kicks off Rachel’s Challenge
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Browns Point students help kick off Rachel’s Challenge, a PTA-sponsored program focused on kindness and compassion.
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PTA parents and members put together the Rachel’s Challenge kick-off assembly.
WHS Rams’ mascot peps up pep assembly
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Wilson High School pep assembly celebrators include, left to right, Alana Kortenbach, Ram Mascot, Grace Weger and Jordan Green.
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Chad Powell and Ashlie Umbarger perform Honor Guard duties at Wilson’s pep assembly.
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Tied up at the pep assembly? A member of each class was taped to the gym wall, and the one who stayed up longest was the winner. Eric Lund won.
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Senior Maggie Cox preps for the WHS pep assembly. 
Blast from the Past…
School board “Relatives and women”
G. Dowe and Ida McQuesten are the only husband and wife to have been directors. He was School Board president in 1910 and she in 1916. 
There have been three fathers and sons on the Board: Judge J.A. Williamson (1896) and his son, George G. Williamson (1909-12); Dr. T.C. Rummel (1905-07) and Bartlett Rummel (1944-49); David R. Tuell (1947-66) and David R. Tuell Jr. (1966-83). 

Twelve women have served as directors. The first was Dr. Ella J. Fifield, one of Tacoma’s early physicians, who was a ‘fusionist’ candidate. She served from 1896 through 1901, and was Board president in 1898.
Mrs. G. W. Bullard served from 1909 through 1911. As Anna Heath, she was principal and fourth grade teacher at Lincoln elementary before her marriage to architect George Bullard.

Ida McQuested was the third woman to serve (1914-1919). A teacher at Cushman Indian School, she became director of the State Girls’ School at Grand Mound following her term in the state legislature.

Rhoda B. Miller replaced Mrs. McQuesten and served for 13 years, 1920-1932. A teacher at Cushman Indian School, she became director of the State Girls’ School at Grand Mound following her term in the state Legislature. 

This information originated in “For the Record, a History of the Tacoma Public Schools, 1869-1984,” by Winnifred L. Olsen.
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