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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
News and Updates
First Belgian astronaut visits three Tacoma schools
At his third stop in the Tacoma Public Schools on Sept. 17, Dr. Dirk Frimout, the first Belgian astronaut, was greeted by nearly 700 enthusiastic Stewart Middle School students. The miles he traveled from Seattle to Stewart was like a speck of sand on a beach compared to the number of miles Frimout travelled around the earth in 1992—3.2 million miles in 143 earth orbits. And, he logged in more than 214 hours in space serving as a payload specialist on the STS-45 Atlantis on its nine-day journey in space.

Frimout’s visits to Tacoma area schools were part of the Association of Space Explorers’ (ASE) XXI Planetary Congress’ Community Day when the international astronauts and cosmonauts attending the annual congress spread out to visit school children in the area where the congress is being held. This year, the ASE Congress is being held in Seattle from Sept. 14–20.

“There are about 450 international space explorers,” said Frimout. “They have witnessed space and need to bring the information to schools to motivate students to study math and science.” Stewart, Sheridan and Jason Lee—the Tacoma schools that Frimout visited—offer the Math Engineering Science Achievement (MESA) program and MESA staff members coordinated astronaut visits. 

“Believe in what you want to do, then do all you can to reach your dream,” Frimout told the Stewart students. Now a grandfather, Frimout went into space just 15 years ago. But, he was only 16 when a Sputnik satellite was sent to space, capturing his interest in space science. It was 20 years later that he fulfilled his dream of traveling in space conducting experiments.

He advised students that studying mathematics was very important if they wanted to go into space and that they need to really enjoy what they are doing. Having the right people working with kids and teachers who have a passion for teaching is also important, added Frimout.

During the question-and-answer session following Frimout’s slide presentation, students asked such questions as: Can you see the Great Wall of China from space? and How do you take a bath in space?

Frimout responded that it is very difficult to see the Great Wall, but under certain sunlight conditions, it can be seen from space. “In space, we use a special soap that does not have to be rinsed off and the water we get as a by-product from the fuel cells can be put on cloths to wash ourselves,” he answered. “We bring everything back to earth except clean water which we can release outside the shuttle. It turns into snow when released in space.”

In answer to a question about the length of his mission, Frimout said the original trip and experiments were scheduled for eight days, but the crew saved enough energy so that they were able to stay a day longer and conduct more experiments.

The astronaut also talked about his team’s experiments aboard the Atlantis shuttle and what life was like during the nine-day voyage. The zero gravity in the space shuttle made doing things completely different from how people do things on earth. In the cockpit, for example, the seven-member crew had to have Velcro patches to tack implements like pens to or they would float around and get lost. Frimout said the crew took nearly 5,000 photographs on their space trip. 

The six males and one female formed the two astronaut teams that worked on the 1992 atmospheric science mission. Frimout pointed out that of the 450 space explorers about 10 percent are females. “There is no reason women can’t do the jobs on board the space craft as well as men. Girls who have the ambition to go into space should be encouraged.” 

“The first two days or so in space, you have to move carefully and slowly to not upset your equilibrium. Otherwise, you will get a sort of seasickness,” said Frimout. “After that time, it’s really fun to travel in space.” 

Background:
Association of Space Explorers
The Association of Space Explorers (ASE) is an international nonprofit professional and educational organization of over 320 individuals from 33 nations who have flown in space. Founded in 1985, ASE's mission is to provide a forum for professional dialogue among individuals who have flown in space, support space science and exploration for the benefit of all, promote education in science and engineering, foster greater environmental awareness and encourage international cooperation in the human exploration of space.
The Planetary Congress is ASE's primary forum for professional exchange among U.S., Russian and international astronauts and cosmonauts. It is designed to promote the exchange of space flight experiences and technical information concerning space operations, scientific research, mission development and astronaut training. ASE members meet to review and discuss developments in their respective space programs, to evaluate existing ASE programs and plan future ASE activities. The week-long congress affords a unique opportunity for communication between members of the international space community, government agencies and the public.
MESA
Washington MESA's mission is to encourage underrepresented students to pursue science, technology, engineering and mathematic careers by providing enriching educational opportunities for students in grades K-14 using exemplary materials and instructional approaches.

Judge Hogan swears in Pt. Defiance peer mediators
“Now repeat after me, inserting your name,” Superior Court Judge Vicki Hogan told the 21 Pt. Defiance Elementary School fourth and fifth graders who were intently and eagerly watching her. With right hand raised and standing tall, the students repeated the oath to become peer mediators on Friday, Sept. 12.

“I (name) pledge to help students to resolve conflicts at Pt. Defiance Elementary.
I will follow all school rules and show respect for peers and staff.
I will be fair, impartial and neutral.
I will keep information confidential.
I will help disputants create their own solutions.
I will do my best to model “Polar Pride.”

Retired principal Sandy Roszman and Pt. Defiance counselor Jill Smith have coordinated the peer mediator program at the school for eight years. They train the students in the spring when they are third and fourth graders, then the students make their pledge the following fall after school starts. The initial training is four hours long, and the group meets twice a month as needed. The peer mediators give up nearly five weeks of recess in any weather each year to work as mediators. Students know if there is a problem on the playground, they can go to the Green People: the peer mediators wearing green vests.

Fourth grader Ashley O’Neill said she wanted to be a peer mediator because she feels good when she helps people. The peer mediator program helps inspire her to help other people, said fourth grader Ariana Johnson. Her mother said she sees the program helping Ariana get along better with other children. Fifth grader Andrew Stephenson confirmed he is in the program because he likes to solve problems.

Principal Olga Lay highly commends the work her peer mediators do resolving conflicts on the playground, noting that discipline referrals to the office have gone down. They also help in reminding students about safe behaviors at recess and teaching others how to communicate, she added. 

Peer mediators are trained how to read body language, how to help restate or paraphrase what is being said by everybody, and help students figure out the best plan to fix a problem. Roszman said the mediators learn about using “I” messages, which are a way of communicating that tells others how a student is feeling. Roszman said, “It’s great fun working with the peer mediation program and this is a great group of kids.”

Judge Hogan pointed out that the peer mediators are making a better climate at the school and they will never forget what they learned in the program. Peer mediators help her, because if students learn to resolve conflicts when they are young, they are less likely to stand in front of her bench when they are older.

New peer mediators are: Drew Gipson, Sophia Baye, Kelsey Goering, Jacob Giles, Kathryn Mueller, Ashley O’Neill, Ariana Johnson, Micaela Purves, Taylor Boote, Brooke Collins, Alexia Ramos, Rylee Sivertsen, Austin White, Hailey Mussig, Sarah Mussig, Xavier Swank, Lilliana Wyant, Hunter Mahon, Andrew Stephenson, Caitlyn Daniels and Skyler Locken.
Baines receives Player of the Week award

The Seahawks and the U.S. Army honored Mt. Tahoma High School senior Ronald Baines on Tuesday, Sept. 16, at 1:30 p.m. at Mt. Tahoma stadium as “Player of the Week” for his weekly performance, leadership, reliability, dedication to academics and community involvement. Seahawks quarterback Charlie Fry congratulated Baines. 

Baines set a school record by rushing for 421 yards in his first football game this season and 229 yards in his second game. He has the fifth best record in the state, according to John Jones, athletic director for Mt. Tahoma. 

“Baines is a four-year starter here at Mt. Tahoma. He plays really hard and is a nice kid,” said Jones. 

The U.S. Army High School Player of the Week program offers high school student-athletes the chance to showcase their talents on and off the field. Each week during the high school football season, the Seahawks and the U.S. Army selects one student-athlete deserving of the award.

The U.S. Army and the Seahawks’ award includes:

· $250 ASB Fund grant for high school 
· Two Seahawks game tickets and sideline tour for two to a Seahawks home game
· Recognized in-game on the jumbotron Hawkvision

· Recognized with in-school visitation from the Seattle Seahawks and U.S. Army
· Co-branded jersey, paneled football and U.S. Army Player of the Week patch

Contact Athletic Director John Jones at 253.571.3840 for more information.
State bus count to be Sept. 29–Oct. 3

The state bus count week will be Sept. 29–Oct. 3. If you have students who normally ride a school bus, please encourage their families to have the students ride the bus in the mornings when bus drivers will take the count. The counts then will be sent to the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. School districts receive state funding for bus transportation for every basic education and special education student who rides their bus during the count week. Call the district’s Transportation office at 253.571.1853 if you have any questions.

Please note: In the United States, International Walk to School Day will be Oct. 8 this year and does not conflict with the state bus count week. This event promotes safe walking and bicycling throughout the year. Check the Web site at http://www.walktoschool-usa.org/ for more information.

Meeker wants to hear from former students, staff
Ruth Anderson at Meeker Middle School is interested in hearing from former Meeker students and staff members regarding their experiences and memories of Meeker Junior High/Middle School in preparation for celebrating the school’s 50th anniversary. Anderson would especially appreciate hearing from people who would be willing to be interviewed by students in her publishing class. Contact Anderson at 253.571.6526.
Home-based Head Start provides free services

Home-Based Head Start provides the same free services for low-income families, but in a different way.  Some families cannot provide transportation to a school center every day. Some mothers have a new baby and cannot get the four-year-old up and out each morning to school. Some kids are not old enough for the school-based Head Start classrooms. Some kids outgrow the Early Head Start (birth to age 3) program, but are not old enough for the program in the schools.

Tacoma Public School’s Head Start program does have a home-based program for children who are between three and five years old. A teacher comes to the family’s home once a week for a 90-minute visit with the parent and child. At this time, the teacher will conduct learning activities, provide any needed resource referrals and discuss health, nutrition and safety topics. 
There are also meetings at the Madison complex twice a month with the other families in the program. At these meetings, children have an opportunity to play together doing the kinds of things that children in the center-based model do. There will be many opportunities for field trips out into the community for these parents and children. Information is provided to help parents learn more about the role of parenting. Many parents see this program as a good first step in getting their child ready to participate in a classroom setting later.

For more information or an appointment to apply for this program, please call the Head Start Enrollment Office at 253.571.1948.
Parent Seminars present Jennifer MacKillop Sept. 25

Learn about bullying, victims and intervention and prevention for your child on Sept. 25 at the Park Avenue Center, 6701 S. Park Ave. The presentation will begin at 6:15 p.m. followed by a question-and-answer session. Hotdogs, chips and beverages will be available at 6 p.m. Please RSVP by calling 253.571.1924 or e-mailing tforbes@tacoma.k12.wa.us. 
Applause
Thanks to Pt. Defiance partners

A big thank you goes to our Pt. Defiance Elementary School PTA which is very supportive of our peer mediation program and provides snacks for the meetings and treats for the swearing-in receptions. In addition, Cold Stone Creamery made a special cake for the Sept. 12 peer mediator family reception and Coca-Cola Company provided beverages. 

A special thank you goes to retired Principal Sandy Roszman. She donates her time and knowledge throughout the year helping counselor Jill Smith interview, train and run bimonthly peer mediator meetings! Thanks to the students, staff members, our custodian and the community in supporting and helping this program be a success! —Principal Olga Lay, Pt. Defiance E.S.

Tech Tips
Creating a distribution list

Follow these simple directions to create a Distribution List (known as a Group List in GroupWise) in Microsoft Outlook. Your distribution list will be saved within the “Contacts” tab. When you wish to access the list for mailing purposes, you can click on the “To” field, select “Contacts” from the address book drop down menu, and navigate to your distribution list.

1. When in the “Contacts” tab, click on the “New” down arrow and select “Distribution List.”
2. Give your list a title, such as “McCarver Staff.” Be careful not to title it “All Staff.”

3. Click on the “Select Members” icon.

4. Locate your contacts through the global address list, or select “Contacts” to find people within your personal contacts. You can also use the “Advance Find” feature to search for people by last name or department.

5. Once you locate the desired person, use the enter key, or click “Members” to add that person to your list. 

6. Repeat for everyone you wish to have in the contact list.

7. Click OK.

8. You can add more members if needed by using the “Select Members” icon again.

9. You can select a member and use the delete key on your keyboard or right click and delete the member to remove him/her from the list.

10. Be careful, the “Delete” function in the “Actions” menu at the top of the list of names permanently deletes the whole list.

11. Once done, click “Save” and “Close.”

Professional Development

Pro-Cert to begin Sept. 29

The opening session of the professional certification for teachers (Pro-Cert) through Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) will be held on Monday, Sept. 29, from 4–7 p.m., at the district’s Professional Development Center. First-year candidates will have their pre-assessment orientation and second-year candidates will have their core orientation and a work session. Contact profdev@plu.edu or call 253.535.8378 for more information.  
PLU-ProCert 2008-09 schedule listed
Date 

Time 

Room

9/29/08

4-7p.m.
Quad & Duet

10/20/08

5-7 p.m.
Quad

10/20/08

4-7 p.m.
Duet

11/3/08

4-7 p.m.
Quad & Duet

12/1/08

4-7 p.m.
Quad & Duet

1/5/09

4-7 p.m.
Quad & Duet

2/2/09

4-7 p.m.
Quad & Duet

3/2/09

4-7 p.m.
Quad & Duet

4/6/09

4-7 p.m.
Quad & Duet

5/4/09

4-7 p.m.
Quad & Duet

5/11/09

4-7 p.m.
Quad & Duet

All meetings will be held at the TPS Professional Development Center, 6501 N 23rd St., Tacoma.

 Community Opportunities
Pierce County candidates forum will be Sept. 25

Join candidates and community members for a conversation about issues affecting children, youth and families on Thursday, Sept. 25, from 7–8:45 p.m., at the Washington High School Theater, 12420 Ainsworth Ave. S., Tacoma. The event is free and open to the public, and is sponsored by the Alliance for Youth of Pierce County. Check the Web site at www.AYPC.org or call 253.591.5564 for more information.
Free Nisqually Watershed Festival Sept. 27

The free Nisqually Watershed Festival will be held on Saturday, Sept. 27, at the Nisqually Wildlife Refuge just outside of Lacey, off of I-5. There will be tours of the refuge, exhibits and children’s activities throughout the event from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Click here to see the list of events. For more information, visit www.nisquallyriver.org. 

2008 Associated Ministries Hunger Walk , Oct. 5

The Associated Ministries Pierce County Hunger Walk will be held on Sunday, Oct. 5, at the First Christian Church at the corner of Orchard Street and 6th Avenue in Tacoma. The festivities begin at 1 p.m. There will be a 5K and a 10K walk/run through the North End and Proctor District. The event will raise funds to help feed hungry children and their families in Pierce County and around the world. 

Visit the Web site at www.pchungerwalk.org for details or call 253.383.3056, ext. 115, for more information.

Puget Creek Restoration Society offers internships 

Are you a high school or college student under the age of 21? Have you ever wondered what it is like to work at a small environmental agency? You may qualify to participate in Puget Creek Restoration Society’s (PCRS) student/youth job training/internships program. Call Scott Hansen at 253.779.8890.

McGavick/Graves Law Firm has given PCRS grant funds for bus transportation for elementary, middle and high school students to Puget Creek to assist in restoration projects. If you are a student, parent or teacher and would like to take advantage of this transportation, please contact the PCRS office.

PCRS is offering unpaid internships to high school and college students in the fields of stream/habitat studies, volunteer coordination, GIS (with prior knowledge of GIS), office management and other fields of potential interest to students. There are also research opportunities for anyone interested.

If you are interested in becoming involved in any event or activity; or want to put one together, please contact the PCRS office at 253.779.8890 or e-mail pugetcreek@yahoo.com to participate. Check the Web site at http://www.pugetcreek.org/.

District employees to participate in King’s Books panels
Sept. 30, 7 p.m. Panel discussion on Internet filtering. Join King’s for a panel discussion on Internet filtering and its use in public institutions. With Internet filters often required to receive funding, what is the balance between protecting youth and restricting access to information?  Panelists include Jan Muelhans, librarian at Lincoln High School, Judy Nelson, Youth Services Director for Pierce County Library System, and Christina Drummond, director of the Technology and Liberty Project for ACLU WA. This event is part of Banned Books Week at King’s Books, 218 St Helens Ave. Check the Web site at www.kingsbookstore.com.

Oct. 9, 6:30 p.m. Intellectual freedom panel discussion. This panel discussion covers the central themes of Banned Books Week, censorship and intellectual freedom.  Panelists include Brent Hartinger, author of seven young adult novels including ”Geography Club,” and Patty LeBlanc, librarian at Oakland High School. This event is part of Banned Books Week and will be held at Collins Memorial Library, University of Puget Sound campus, 1500 N. Warner St.

Oct. 23, 6:30 p.m. Spelling Bee. “Feeling pococurante? When you listen to appoggiaturas are you plagued by visions of vivisepulture? Then my prospicience tells me you are ready to compete in our third annual spelling bee (for adults),” said Sweet Pea of King’s Books. Gain vindication for slighted wrongs in junior high while raising money for the Tacoma Public Schools. Who will wear the crown of Tacoma's “bestest spaller”?

Teams of two (or one) persons will compete for glory and illustriousness. Entry fee is $5 per team with the profits going to the Scholars and Champions Association, a nonprofit group raising money for the Tacoma Public Schools. Only 30 teams can compete. E-mail sweet pea to secure your spot. Even if your spelling is egregious, watching adults sweat over spelling the word pumpernickel is truly something to see. King’s Books is located at 218 St Helens Ave. www.kingsbookstore.com.
Call King’s Books at 253.272.8801 for more information on any of the above events.

Homeschool Collge Fair, Oct. 25

The second annual Pacific Northwest Homeschool College Fair will be held on Saturday, Oct. 25, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Cascadia Community College in Bothell. Connect with college admissions representatives. Attend seminars on college-related topics for the homeschooler. Check out unique opportunities available to you to bolster your portfolio. For more information and an up-to-the-minute-college list, go to www.pnwcollegefair.com.
Meeting reminders

The Washington Educators for Social Justice (WE4SJ) kickoff meeting will be held at the People’s Community Center in Tacoma on Sept. 20. Subsequent meetings will be held at Stanley Elementary School, 1712 S. 17th St.
The Cultural Teaching Institute will be held Oct. 9–11, at the Little Creek Resort, Hotel & Casino, 91 West State Route 108, Shelton.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Belgian astronaut Dirk Frimout visited three Tacoma schools on Sept. 17. Frimout answers questions and signs autographs for Stewart students, top two photos. The astronaut visited Jason Lee M.S. and Sheridan E.S., bottom photo, where students were also able to ask him questions.
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Superior Court Judge Vicki Hogan swears in 21 Pt. Defiance E.S. fourth and fifth graders as peer mediators. 
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The peer mediation program at Pt. Defiance E.S. is in its eighth year and is well supported by the Pt. Defiance PTA.
Quick Links
· Job openings
· News & Information
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· Professional Development
· Staff classifieds
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