[image: image27.jpg]Yacor

coma




	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. 
Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Dates to remember
Sept. 21: International Day of Peace

Sept. 22: Middle school open houses

Sept. 23: All-city PTA meeting, 7 p.m., CAB 
Sept. 24: School board meeting, 6 p.m., CAB auditorium
Sept. 28–Oct. 2: Bus ridership count week
Oct. 1: Crime Prevention Month, UNICEF Month
Oct. 1: Educator Night at the Museum, 5:30–8 p.m.
Oct. 6: High school open houses

Oct. 4–10: Fire Prevention Week

Oct. 11–17: Earth Science Week; NAEOP Career Awareness Week

Oct. 12: Columbus Day

Oct. 12–16: National School Lunch Week

Oct. 16: First Creek Middle School opening celebration, 6–8 p.m.
Oct. 18–24: America’s Safe Schools Week

Oct. 19–23: National School Bus Safety Week

Oct. 19: Career and College Night, UPS Field House, 5–8 p.m.

Oct. 24: United Nations Day; Make a Difference Day

Board news
Board holds achievement gap study session Sept. 10

Administrative changes

At its Sept. 10 meeting, the board approved Connie Holman as assistant principal at Edison Elementary School and Arron Wilkins as assistant principal at Boze Elementary School. Holman has been with the Tacoma Public Schools since 1986, serving as a teacher, reading coach and instructional facilitator. Wilkins has been an elementary educator and an instructional facilitator with the Tacoma district since 2002. He was also an elementary educator in Federal Way prior to coming to Tacoma.

Other actions

The board also:

· Approved submission of a Title III English Language Acquisition grant application to the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI). This grant focuses on professional development of educators and support activities for parents and families of students with limited English proficiency.

· Approved an interagency agreement with the Department of General Administration for future energy/utility conservation project management and monitoring services.

· Authorized the superintendent or his designee to execute easements to the city of Tacoma, Department of Public Utilities, that authorize the installation and maintenance of a water main and associated improvements as may be required by the First Creek Middle School site.

· Authorized the superintendent or his designee to negotiate and execute documents for participating in a street vacation at South 40th and Cedar streets (district’s Madison Complex).

Study session

Dr. Art Jarvis commissioned Dr. Thelma Jackson, owner of Foresight Consulting, to do a study of the achievement gap for African American students in the Tacoma Public Schools. She presented her report at the Sept. 10 board study session. The report lists 31 findings and 18 recommendations. The Gap Report, other gap documentation and a video interview of Dr. Jackson are on the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org, under Addressing the Achievement Gap on the home page.

Deputy Superintendent Carla Santorno presented the district’s response to the Gap Report following Dr. Jackson’s presentation. She referred to Jim Collins’ book “Good to Great,” which states that greatness is not primarily a function of circumstance; but largely a matter of conscious choice and discipline.

Continued
News and updates
Student improvement nets Skyline second award

Skyline Elementary School has earned the label “Great School” for its student improvement in reading and math. Skyline will be honored as one of 55 elementary schools, 25 middle schools and junior high schools, and 24 high schools in the top 5 percent of schools showing the most improvement in student achievement in Washington. 

The 104 schools will be recognized as 2009 Great Schools for sustained improvement as measured by seven years of WASL test scores at a Schools of Distinction luncheon on Sept. 26, at the City University of Seattle’s Renton campus during the Great Schools and Exemplary Leaders Institute. The Phi Delta Kappa International (PDK)-Washington state, in collaboration with the Center for Educational Effectiveness, is in charge of the Great Schools Awards program. All schools met the Schools of Distinction performance criteria for the 2008-09 school year.

For 2007-08 and 2008-09 school years, this recognition was known as the “State Superintendent’s Schools of Distinction–Learning Improvement Awards.” For 2009, sponsorship for this school-level, learning improvement award, now known as the “Great Schools Award” is through the Washington Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa International (PDK-WA) and the Center for Educational Effectiveness. Skyline and Sherman elementary schools received the State Superintendent’s Schools of Distinction Award in 2008. Click here to learn about the methodology used to determine which schools would receive the award.

The Great Schools and Exemplary Leaders: Schools of Distinction—What Can We Learn Institute will begin at 9 a.m. with a keynote address by Dr. Gene Sharratt, Washington State University, with Greg Lobdell and Sue Mills of the Center for Educational Effectiveness. Skyline Principal Sally Sundberg and staff members will be presenting during morning workshop sessions. Skyline Principal Sally Sundberg and her staff will be presenting during morning workshop sessions.
At 1:45 p.m., Superintendent Art Jarvis will be on a panel of district and schools leaders from award-winning schools who will discuss “Education Reform—We are making a difference.” These Washington educational leaders are leading significant reform initiative impacting classroom practice and student learning.

If you wish to attend the institute, visit the Web site at www.pdkwa.org/Fall_Institute_2009/ to register. Click here for institute information. If you have questions contact: Committee chairs: Karen Fynboe kfynboe@tacoma.k12.wa.us; Dr. Mary Lynne Derrington at marylynne.derrington@wwu.edu or Dr. John Armenia, 253.208.6248 or 425.868.4282, or d4success@comcast.net. 

For more information on PDK-WA, click here to see a recent newsletter.
Browns Point holds annual 9-11 observance

Browns Point Elementary School held its annual observation of 9-11 in memory of those who died in 2001. Each year, the entire school, staff members, parents and neighbors are invited to walk silently around the school track. “This year, we held the silent walk during the school barbeque which was also on 9-11,” said Principal Pat Thomas.

MultiCare provides sports physicals at First Creek

More than 100 families of First Creek Middle School students flocked to the commons for free sports physicals on Thursday, Sept. 10. “This long standing Eastside/MultiCare partnership, which has included physicals and hands-on hospital tours for several years, has truly forged a beautiful bond between our children, families and MultiCare,” reflected Principal Delores Beason.  “Leisl Santkuyl, community outreach liaison for MultiCare Center for Healthy Living, assembles a wonderful, caring crew of medical professionals and makes it possible for children with limited or no access to a sports physical or medical care to be able to participate in athletics. For this help, First Creek Middle School, our community, parents, teachers and students cannot thank MultiCare enough.”

Upcoming events
Bus ridership count week Sept. 28 to Oct. 2

During the week of Sept. 28–Oct. 2, bus drivers will count the students who ride the bus in the morning. The district receives funding from the state for every student who rides the bus this week. Funding ranges from $250 to $1,600 per student. Please encourage students who normally ride the bus to be on their bus this week.

Contact Sue Race, director of Transportation, at 253.571.1853 if you have any questions.  

Regular flu shots scheduled
Eligible members of The Sound Partnership and their dependents over 18 can get free regular flu shots on the dates in this linked document. Please call Sherry Lamb at 253.571.1240 if you have any questions or check The Sound Partnership Web site at http://www0.tacoma.k12.wa.us/sound.

Applause
Mt. Tahoma cadets volunteer for AIDS walk

For six years now, the Mount Tahoma High School Army JROTC program cadets have been volunteering at the AIDS Walk event held in downtown Tacoma at the University of Washington. On Sept. 12, about 50 cadets awoke early at 6 a.m. to help set up the AIDs Walk main area of operations, and with a few nudges from the leadership (C/2LT Thompson, C/2LT Blair and C/1SG Buchanan), the cadets were able to finish the job quickly and neatly. 

“The Mount Tahoma JROTC cadets are the only ones willing to give up their Saturday just to help us out,” said the AIDs Walk Coordinator Beth Lighty, “Without them this event could not be possible.” And, thank you to all the cadets who were able to make it and for representing your school and the JROTC program proudly and respectfully. GO T-BIRDS!!!—Public Affairs Officer Cadet Dimas Bazan
SAMI thanks B&G

The Science and Math Institute (SAMI) staff wishes to extend a heartfelt thank you to the Buildings and Grounds crew for all their hard work in preparing for SAMI’s inaugural opening. A very special thank you to Margaret Olson for her patience, dedication and unwavering support of our staff. —Michael Knuckles, co-director, SAMI

Key Club provides community service

Thanks to Wilson High School Key Club members who took photographs, fingerprinted children and did the paperwork for the Child ID Project at Kids Fun Day at Lakewold Gardens on Saturday, Sept. 12. —Joe Raniero, career counselor, Wilson H.S.

Thanks to Clara Makinano  in Technology Services

Applause to Clara Makinano in Technology Services (BERT) and thanks to her for her patience, help and sense of humor in connecting my classroom printer with my laptop!! Thanks so much. —Cindy Kennedy, third-grade teacher at Sheridan E.S. 
Eight freshmen pass 2008-09 AP world history test  

As freshmen during the 2008-09 school year, the following Mt. Tahoma High School sophomores passed the Advanced Placement (AP) world history test: Levi Gerheim, Irah Dizon, Alla Russu, Michial Lim, Brandon Le, Suzy Strivens, Jason Thai and Alexander Dillingham.

World history teacher Brent Gaspaire said, “This was the first time in the history of the district that freshmen were allowed to take an AP class (AP world history). It is very rare for freshmen to be allowed to take AP classes, much less for an AP class to be offered explicitly to freshmen. Eight students passing any AP test in any class in the Tacoma Public Schools is also very rare, let alone as freshmen.”

“Also, my AP U.S. government and politics class for seniors had 22 students pass the AP test. This is the highest number of students on district record that passed the test in a single year,” Gaspaire added. “Four of the students got a 5 which is the highest possible score. That's a grand total of 30 of my students who qualify for college credits. I’m very proud of them.”

Browns Point staffers take part in Bank to Bay races

Browns Point Elementary School Principal Pat Thomas and staff members participated in the 2009 Bank to Bay walk/run on Sept. 13. Congratulations to Anne Cumings who received a trip to Victoria with a night’s lodging in the drawing following the races. Office Coordinator Barbara Walling and Doria Hathorn, teacher, ran the 10K race. This year’s race day was the largest ever with nearly 2,400 people.

Secondary staff honored by WASSP

Dan Besett, principal of Wilson High School, and Lynn Gill, assistant principal at Mt. Tahoma High School, were selected as a Washington Association of Secondary Principals (WASSP) 2008-09 league distinguished principal or assistant principal of the year. They will be honored at a luncheon on Oct. 19 at the Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP) conference to be held at the Yakima Convention Center in October. 
Professional development
PSESD conference on achievement gap Nov. 9

Puget Sound Educational Service District (PSESD) will hold a Got Great Family Partnerships III, Family Engagement: Closing the Achievement Gap, conference on Monday, Nov. 9, from 8:30 to 3 p.m. at the PSESD Blackriver Conference Center, 800 Oakesdale Ave. S.W., Renton. This will be an action-oriented conference looking at solutions and next steps for engaging all parents in their children’s success.  
The conference is relevant for parents, administrators and teachers pre-K through 12th grade. Erin Jones, assistant superintendent of student achievement at the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, will give the keynote address. 

Topics will include:

· Strengthening principal buy-in

· Engaging unreached families

· World Café process

· Family involvement in secondary schools

· Evaluation 101 and 102

· Pre-school through third-grade alignment

The registration deadline is Oct. 26. Clock hours are available. The individual fee is $100. To register, visit the Web site at www.psesd.org.

For more information, contact Liz Frausto at lfrausto@psesd.org or Teri Hebert at thebert@psesd.org or call 425.917.7950 or 253.778.7950. 
Tech tip

Internet safety tips for parents

The district cares about Internet safety for Tacoma Public Schools students. There are many resources available for parents, teachers and community members. Local and regional law enforcement agencies are usually available for information and assistance. 

A Web site that you may find valuable is NetSmartz, which is supported by the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children and Boys & Girls Clubs of America. NetSmartz has resources for students, parents, educators and law enforcement at www.netsmartz.org/lawenf.htm.

Many of their materials are also available in Spanish. The NetSmartz Web site says:

“Parents all over the world are concerned about keeping their children safer, both on- and off-line. In recognition of this, both NetSmartz Workshop and the Take 25 Campaign offer their family safety resources in Spanish. While you are celebrating National Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15–Oct. 15) make sure to check out these Spanish language materials and pass them on to anyone who may be able to use them, because helping children stay safer sounds good in every language!”

Health Information

Seasonal flu information

Link to the district Web page for more information on flu season and what the district is doing as well as links to other agencies. 

Commute trip reduction

City to improve bicycle and walking networks

The city of Tacoma is in the process of developing a Mobility Master Plan to create planning policy for a comprehensive network for bicycle and pedestrian mobility citywide. The plan will outline the goals, policies and implementation strategies for multimodal transportation in Tacoma. 

You are invited to participate in the first community workshops to help develop the Mobility Master Plan. Please join the city to discuss existing conditions and opportunities to improve Tacoma’s bicycling and walking networks as well as connectivity to destinations and transit. 

Mobility Master Plan Community Workshops

Wednesday, Sept. 23, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
South Park Community Center
4851 South Tacoma Way, Tacoma.
Thursday, Sept. 24, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Norpoint Centre
4818 Nassau Ave. NE, Tacoma.

Monday, Sept. 28, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Rasmussen Rotunda in Wheelock Student Center
University of Puget Sound
1500 North Warner St., Tacoma

The Master Mobility Plan public meetings are being held in collaboration with the New Tacoma Neighborhood Council, Wed End Neighborhood Council, Community Council and the University of Puget Sound Transportation Task Force.

For more information, contact Diane Wiatr at 253.591.5380 or dwiatr@cityoftacoma.org.

Community opportunities

Borders to show appreciation for teachers
Borders bookstores will be hosting an Educator Appreciation Week Sept. 29–Oct. 7. Borders and Waldenbooks stores throughout the country will offer significant in-store savings for educators. The goal of this collaboration between National Retired Teachers Association (NTRA), AARP and Borders is to recognize the efforts made by teachers.  

During Borders Educator Appreciation Week, active and retired educators will get a 30 percent savings on personal and classroom purchases of books, CDs, DVDs and more. To receive the discount simply show your NRTA/AARP or REA membership card, your Borders Classroom or Educator Discount Card, an educator ID or any other proof of educator status. The offer is for current and retired teachers, college professors, school librarians, student teachers and school administrators who have shared a love of books and knowledge with students.  

Some stores will be hosting “Teacher Town Halls” during that week, so please check with your local Borders for details. The town halls offer an opportunity for you to share your opinions about what inspires you and other things on your mind. To find the closest Waldenbooks or Borders store click on this link www.borders.com/online/store/locatorview. 

   

Please note that this offer is good in-store only. Also, please feel free to reach out to other educators in your community to be sure they know about this opportunity to save.  

Library to hold annual card drive Oct. 1–31

People may get free books, movies, music, audiobooks and more—and for one week they can get their fine or fee record wiped clean—during Pierce County Library System’s third annual card drive, Thursday, Oct. 1, through Saturday, Oct. 31.

“We want all children and adults to enjoy the benefits of a library card, without barriers or restrictions,” said Neel Parikh, executive director of Pierce County Library. “That’s why for the first, and only time, we are offering a one-week amnesty from fines or fees. Amnesty from fines should help respond to the economic downturn and reduce further pressure to people, while welcoming them back to the library.”

People can get amnesty from fines and fees during Amnesty Week Sunday, Oct. 4 through Saturday, Oct. 10. That means that during that one week, people with fines or fees from overdue books and materials may get their record wiped clean and start using their library card again. Some restrictions apply; see details at www.piercecountylibrary.org/services/library-card/library-card-drive.htm and in libraries. 
Continued 
Reading tutors needed

Just one hour per week can make a difference in the life of a child. With your assistance, an elementary school child can dramatically improve his or her reading skills. According to one teacher, just 60 minutes per week working one-on-one with a child increases his or her skills and self-confidence. That is 60 minutes the classroom teacher cannot provide but you can. Teachers work hard, and people appreciate all they do, but realize that even with great educators leading classes, some students need that extra helping hand.  

Communities In Schools of Tacoma works with four elementary schools in the Tacoma area, including; Edison, 5830 S. Pine St. Tacoma; Fern Hill, 8442 S. Park Ave. Tacoma; Sheridan, 5317 McKinley Ave. Tacoma; and Sherman, 4415 N. 38th St. Tacoma.
If you can help, please call 253.571.1114. This could be the best volunteer job you will ever love. Remember, it takes a village to raise a child.  

Free Nisqually Watershed Festival Sept. 26

The 2009 Nisqually Watershed Festival will be held on Saturday, Sept. 26, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge. The event is free. The festival is a multi-cultural celebration of the history, economy and environment of the Nisqually Watershed. 
Participate in educational displays, guided bird and river walks, a Medicine Creek Treaty Tree walk, children’s activities, musical entertainment and live reptile and raptor presentations. The new Environmental Education Center and the Nisqually Reach Nature Center will hold open houses during the festival. Follow this link to view the schedule of events. There will be a salmon bake for $10 per person for a complete meal, as well as a snack table.

For more information on the watershed, visit the Web site at www.nisquallyriver.org.
Urban League offers free after-school tutoring

The Tacoma Urban League has space in its “Project YES” free, after-school tutoring program for students in fourth through sixth grade. The program covers reading and math with the overall goal to help students reach grade-level success. The math groups are approached through an innovative strategy called Math Circles. 

Angelina Gibson, coordinator of educational services, said that athletes have sports teams that deepen their involvement with sports, and math circles can play a similar role for children who like to think about math. One thing that all math circles have in common is that the students enjoy learning mathematics, and the circle gives them a social context in which to do so.

A supplemental education services (SES) program, Project YES meets on Mondays (3–5 p.m.), Wednesdays (5:30 –7:30 p.m.) and Fridays (3–5 p.m. ). Families have the option which day(s) they would like their student to attend. Transportation and snacks are provided.

Contact Angelina Gibson at 253.383.2007 for more information. 
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Skyline earns second award
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Deputy Superintendent Carla Santorno reads a poem to Skyline staff members written by Principal Sally Sundberg to commemorate their second year of being honored for student improvement.
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Elementary Director Karyn Clarke presents a plant to Principal Sally Sundberg.
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Deputy Superintendent Carla Santorno hands a rose to Rebecca Owens at Skyline E.S. while Director Don Lloyd assists in handing out the poem certificate.
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A Skyline staff members accepts a rose from Deputy Superintendent Carla Santorno at the staff meeting where teachers and support staff learned the school was recognized as a Great School for increasing student achievement.

Browns Point 9-11 observance
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Browns Point E.S. and families hold a silent walk in observance of those who died on Sept. 11, 2001.
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Walkers on the far side of Browns Point campus.
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Browns Point E.S. held its BBQ and silent walk on Sept. 11.
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Some walkers carried flags; one had an umbrella.
Army JROTC cadets help out
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Mt. Tahoma H.S. Army JROTC cadets volunteer at the AIDS walk held at the UWT campus.
MultiCare provides physicals
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The Wilson Key Club helped MultiCare provide sports physicals to students at First Creek M.S.
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A Wilson Key Club student records information for a student.
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A Key Club member works with the eye chart as MultiCare conducted sports physicals.

Key Club helps ID children
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Wilson H.S. Key Club members help fingerprint children for the Child ID Project at a Kids Fun Day at Lakewold Gardens.
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Wilson students help ID children.
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A boy gets fingerprinted.
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Part of the Child ID Project includes a photo of the child.
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Wilson H.S. Key Club members help clean a girl’s hands after fingerprinting her.
Browns Point staff in races
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Find the Browns Point E.S. staff runners in this photo of the start of a Bank to Bay race Sept. 13.
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Katherine Casey, Anne Cumings and Kisha Thomas participate in the Bank to Bay walk/races. 
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Part of the Browns Point contingent in the Bank to Bay event gathers together.
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Anne Cumings, office assistant at Browns Point, won a trip to Victoria in the Bank to Bay drawing.
Quick Links
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· Job openings
· News & Information
· Policies & Procedures
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