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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. 
Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Dates to remember
Sept. 15–Oct. 15: Hispanic Heritage Month; German American Heritage Month

Sept. 16: Mayflower Day

Sept. 17-23: Constitution Week

Sept. 17: Citizenship Day

Sept. 21: International Day of Peace

Sept. 22: Middle school open houses

Sept. 23: All-city PTA meeting, 7 p.m., CAB 
Sept. 24: School board meeting, 6 p.m., CAB auditorium

Oct. 1: Educator Night at the Museum, 5:30–8 p.m.

Oct. 6: High school open houses
Oct. 16: First Creek Middle School opening celebration, 6–8 p.m.
Oct. 19: Career and College Night, UPS Field House, 5–8 p.m.
News and updates
First Creek prepares teachers, students for opening day

Principal Delores Beason greeted her First Creek Middle School (FCMS) teachers with hugs and leis in the school colors on Aug. 24 as they gleefully entered their new school for the first time. For four days FCMS teachers collaborated as they discussed how they would execute their principal’s mission and vision of their new home, forge mentorships through Advisory, and hone in on the power standards in their Professional Learning Communities (PLCs).  
Teach 360 lead teachers, John Coalson and Rachel Smith-Mosel, shared culturally responsive engagement strategies, and Instructional Coaches Kim Olson and Denise Parish linked standards to learning targets. Technology "gurus" Patti Guy and Lance Cadena practiced Smart Board skills and supported Swift site launches followed by grade level and PLC meetings that brought the staff together and onto the same page. Assistant Principal Tracy Allen covered discipline and emergency procedures while reminding the staff that "Character Counts," and is an effective method of prevention and celebrating the positive. "There was laughter and camaraderie and, most of all, our conversations were student- and best-practices-centered," said Principal Delores Beason. "It was time well spent and certainly contributed to our successful first day and week of school." 
Continued
TPS WorkForce students make presentations

Two Tacoma Public Schools students made presentations on the age-old topic: “What I did with my summer vacation.” But, in this case, J’mel Williams and Rosalinda Castro were not presenting in front of their fellow students, they were talking directly to Senator Patty Murray.

Murray, who was a driving force on the stimulus bill in Congress earlier this year, was touring parts of the state to see how the money made available by the bill was being used. One of her first stops in August was at the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department to learn about the WorkForce Central summer jobs program.

As someone who benefited greatly from her summer jobs growing up in the Seattle area, Murray fought hard during negotiations in Congress to set aside money from the stimulus for just that purpose.

“Every time I walked into the room, I said we have to have money for summer jobs,” Murray said. 

As a result, programs such as WorkForce Central were enabled to find employment for youth such as Williams and Castro. The program allows youth ages 14-24 to work summer jobs, with the federal government footing the bill for their salaries, allowing for more opportunities. In all, more than 1,200 youth from the Puget Sound area were enrolled in the program this summer.
Continued
District works closely with Salishan as Phase II opens
The Tacoma Public Schools staff members (TPS) were invited to the opening of Phase II of the Salishan housing project in east Tacoma in August. Salishan has been a vital part of the Tacoma community for more than 50 years, and the district has worked closely with Salishan project staff members as it has gone through the recent remodeling.

Salishan housing was shut down during the building process, and the district was in constant contact to help determine how the students who were displaced from the community were going to receive their education and at what schools. It has been a vital partnership to ensure schools were not overcrowded and students received resources necessary to continue their educational experience.

“TPS is excited to have this vibrant community as part of our school community and is looking forward to an increased student population in our schools as a result,” said TPS Interim Director of Public Information Patti Holmgren.

The event featured speakers ranging from federal representatives Congressman Norm Dicks and Senator Patty Murray to Tacoma Deputy Mayor Julie Anderson.
Assessment calendar posted on Web site

The Tacoma Public Schools assessment calendar has been posted to the district Web site. From the home page, click on the Academics tab. Under Assessment, you will see assessment calendar. Please contact the Curriculum and Instruction office at 253.571.1120 if you have questions about specific assessments.
Foss IB theatre students to study Strindberg

As a result of her summer research trip to the Strindberg Museum in Sweden, Valerie Navarro, IB theatre teacher at Foss High School, has plans for her theatre students to present scenes from August Strindberg’s “Miss Julie” using mime and sign language. This idea was inspired by the Theatre for the Deaf companies in Stockholm and the Czech Republic.  

In one of their work units on Strindberg, students will have to act out entire scenes solely by using their body (rather than use their voice) as a means to tap into the creative power of non-verbal expression. A silent version of “Miss Julie,” based on Sweden's Tyst Teater or Silent Theater, could be used for the hearing impaired and deaf. Part of Navarro’s interest in silent theater is her own hearing loss. She hopes to attend a workshop and lecture in Sweden in November on Strindberg’s work and how to teach silent theater.
“Strindberg was a Swedish playwright from the beginning of the 20th century who was as well known as Dickens in England or Mark Twain in the U.S.,” said Navarro. “His work was, and still is, performed in a number of countries in Europe and his plays are still very powerful. His work challenged the class system in Sweden and exposed inequities in gender roles between men and women.” 

“Miss Julie” is a play that exposes the inequities between workers and employers and men and women. “Though the play was written at the turn of the last century, it exposes universal questions that are still pertinent in interpersonal relationships today,” Navarro pointed out. “Some scenes might be better suited for mature audiences, but there are a number of scenes that we can study as a part of theater training at either the middle school or high school levels.”
Upcoming events
Browns Point to hold kick-off for Rachel’s Challenge 

Browns Point Elementary School will hold a kick-off assembly for Rachel’s Challenge at 9:15 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 21. The school’s PTA is sponsoring the year-long, schoolwide program at Browns Point. Rachel Scott was the first student killed in the Columbine High School shootings in 1999. The program focuses, not on her death, on her legacy of kindness and compassion. Check the Web site at www.rachelschallenge.org for more information on Rachel Scott and Rachel’s Challenge.
All-city PTA meeting Sept. 23 at CAB

The Tacoma Council PTA meeting will be held at the Central Administration Building (CAB), fourth-floor board room, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend. Each PTA unit needs to send a representative. Click here for more agenda details.

Barb Bussey retirement celebration Sept. 30 
Barbara Bussey, office coordinator at Hunt Middle School, is retiring. Please join Hunt staff members on Wednesday, Sept. 30 at 3 p.m. in the Hunt library as they wish Barb fond farewells. She has been instrumental in the daily functions at Hunt Middle School and will be deeply missed. Hunt invites you to join in celebrating her many contributions to the school as well as the district. 
Linda Hanan at Northeast Tacoma E.S. to retire
Linda Hanan, office coordinator at Northeast Tacoma Elementary School, is retiring after 27 years with the Tacoma Public Schools. Please join Northeast Tacoma in a celebration to honor Linda Hanan on Friday, Oct. 2, at Northeast Tacoma Elementary School between 4–6 p.m.

Career and College Night Oct. 19

A Career and College Night will be held on Monday, Oct. 19, from 5–8 p.m. in the University of Puget Sound Field House, and is a fair-style event that will allow students and their parents to explore opportunities available both during high school and in the future.

Representatives from careers, colleges, military branches, apprenticeships and volunteer organizations will provide information and answer questions.

Bus transportation will be available to and from the field house to Foss, Lincoln and Mt. Tahoma high schools. Contact your school career counselor for more information.

Regular flu shots to be available in October

Eligible members of The Sound Partnership and their dependents over 18 can get free regular flu shots on the dates in this linked document. Please call Sherry Lamb at 253.571.1240 if you have any questions or check The Sound Partnership Web site at http://www0.tacoma.k12.wa.us/sound.

Applause
Skyline kindergartners have fifth-grade buddies
Skyline Elementary School kindergarten students did not have to face the first day with concerns about how to get their lunch and where to sit this year. They all had fifth-grade buddies walking, in many cases, hand in hand with them. One kindergarten student had even dressed like her fifth-grade partner. It was beyond cute! Fifth-grade parents, you would have been so proud of your child. They took this responsibility seriously and watched over their “little buddies” like mother hens. Kindergarten parents, I have never heard so many new students use please and thank you. You would have been proud, too.—Wes Burmark, director, Instructional Technology, Library Services 
CTE employees complete food manager course

Three Career and Technical Education employees completed their certified food manager course through the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department. They are Teresa Engbloom, Sandwich Express; Kay Mullen, Success Espresso; and Janell Raymond, Diversified Occupations teacher/coordinator, CAB. The certified food manager course is geared toward understanding Washington state food code and helping managers with ever changing areas of food sanitation. 

Professional development

Multi-hazard safety workshop for schools

Instructors from Pierce County Department of Emergency Management will teach a free six-hour workshop on Oct. 8 that will cover the school safety planning process, hazard identification, drills, immediate response and care requirements, communications and post-disaster shelter planning. The workshop will be held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Bethel School District office, 516 176th St. East, Spanaway, WA 98387.  

The target audience includes principals, school nurses, counselors, custodial and maintenance coordinators, risk managers, school resource officers, transportation supervisors, central office administrators and parent leaders. Local emergency response teams will be invited.

To register, call April Ost at 253.798.6595.

TPS and TCC co-sponsor classes

The Professional Development and Tacoma Community College (TCC) are co-sponsoring two programs this fall for Tacoma Public Schools staff members.
· A Total Customer Care Certificate Program will begin Monday, Oct. 7. This is a 20-hour PEP program consisting of seven modules on various topics related to customer service.

· An advanced beginner conversational Spanish class for classified staff members will start Nov. 4, and targets office professional/professional technical employees and paraeducators.  

Both offerings will be held at the Professional Development Center, 6501 N. 23rd St. Call Professional Development at 253.571.1183 if you have any questions about the class or registration.

Paraeducator conference to be held Nov. 7

A regional paraeducator conference will be held on Saturday, Nov. 7, from 8:30–4 p.m. at Hazen High School. The Puget Sound Educational Service District (PSESD) number for the conference is PA09PRC. Join your colleagues from the Puget Sound region for a day of inspiration, learning, skill building and networking. Dynamic sessions will offer specific resources and best practices in reading, math, science, autism, behavior management, sensory disabilities and instructional strategies. 

Register soon! Space is limited! Registration deadline is Oct. 31. Six clock hours are available and the conference fee is $125. Register now 
For more information, contact Marci Meehan at 425.917.7844, 253.778.7844, 1.800.664.4549, ext. 7844, or mmeehan@psesd.org.

Tech tip

Lesson accelerators available at Atomic Learning

Last week’s tech tip was an introduction to Atomic Learning and the availability of more than 38,000 video tutorials for all staff and students in Tacoma. Access to Atomic Leaning outside of the district’s Intranet requires a username and password. The teacher-librarian at your site can provide you with this information. On the Atomic Learning site, you now have access to lesson accelerators. Go to Atomic Learning and watch the video, key number 25357, and see how you and your students can benefit from this resource.
Click here for the lesson accelerators information.
Health Information

Seasonal flu information

Link to the district Web page for more information on flu season and what the district is doing as well as links to other agencies. 

Community opportunities

Tobacco-free fun run/walk Sept. 12

The 11th tobacco-free fun run/walk will be held on Saturday, Sept. 12, starting at the Puyallup Tribal Health Clinic, Kwawachee Building-Spirit House, 2209 East 32nd St., Tacoma. On-site registration will begin at 8 a.m. and the walk will start at 9 a.m. All ages and people with disabilities are welcome. No dogs please. There will be one- to three-mile courses as well as an elders’ course.

The event is funded by the Washington State Department of Health Tobacco Program and the Puyallup Tribe.

Job Carr Living History Festival and walking tour Sept. 19
The Job Carr Living History Festival and second annual Old Town Walking Tour will be held on Saturday, Sept. 19, starting at the Job Carr Museum, 2350 North 30th St., Old Town, Tacoma. Park activities for the whole family will be held from 2 to 6 p.m. The walking tours will be held at 4, 4:30 and 5 p.m.
All park activities are free and all ages are welcome. Traditional pioneer music will be provided by Don and Sylvia Shriner with the North Pine String Band and Lark in the Dark, a traditional Celtic group. 

Walking tour tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for children ages 3 to 12. Tours are free for children age 2 and under.

Click here for the festival and walking tour flyer and the many free activities available.
Olympia conference on social justice to be Oct. 3 

The second annual Northwest conference on Teaching for Social Justice will be held on Saturday, Oct. 3, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Washington Middle School, 3100 Cain Road S.E., Olympia. Keynote speaker will be Ira Shor who co-authored, “A Pedagogy for Liberation,” with Paulo Freire. Click here for details of workshops and registration information.

The conference is sponsored by Olympia Educators for Social Justice, Puget Sound Rethinking Schools, Tacoma Coalition X, Portland Area Rethinking Schools and “Rethinking Schools” Magazine.

Pierce County Graduation Summit Oct. 9

Save the date for the Oct. 9 Pierce County Graduation Summit to be held at the Evergreen State College-Tacoma, 1210 6th Ave., Tacoma, on Friday, Oct. 9, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Click here for the information flyer.
WSAME conference to be held Oct. 24

The 15th annual Washington State Association for Multicultural Education (WSAME) conference will be held at North Seattle Community College on Saturday, Oct. 24. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Hua Hua talking about “The End of White America?”

For more conference information, check the Web site at www.wsame.org.

Contact Marcia Zervis, WSAME conference registrar, at 206.232.7576 or at marciaz@comcast.net if you have any questions. Click here for a registration form.

Career planning autism spectrum disorders (ASD) Oct. 21-22 
After several years of planning, Spectrum Training is now offering two-day Autism Career Planning conferences. After much dialogue with career planners, transition teachers, parents and other ASD concerned persons, Spectrum Training planned these conferences for Oct. 21–22 in Seattle to meet those specific, critical needs. This high caliber career planning is the key to a successful future with positive long-term outcomes and is essential for: 

· Career counselors, job developers/job coaches, rehab administrators, vocational coordinators 

· Special education administrators, teachers, teacher assistants, case managers, therapists 

· Students, parents, caregivers, and young adults with ASDs (16+)
For conference details, click here. 
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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More than 200 people attended Oakland H.S.’s orientation on Sept. 1. 

[image: image3.jpg]



Oakland Principal Bonnie McGuire listens to a parent at her school’s orientation. 

[image: image4.jpg]



Oakland has about 200 enrolled as of Sept. 11. Bonnie McGuire talks to a parent and students. 
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Oakland introduces staff members to families at the orientation.
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Wilson H.S. Rams in red throw their energy into a game.
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Wilson H.S. students and cheerleaders show their Ram spirit and pride.
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Wilson H.S. Principal Dan Besett greets students the first day of school. 
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Ram Country students wait for the bells to ring.
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Students work in the glass hot shop at Wilson H.S.
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Foss H.S. IB theatre teacher, Valerie Navarro visits the grave of playwright August Strindberg in Sweden. She plans to use his play “Miss Julie” in her IB theater classes this school year.
[image: image12.jpg]



First Creek M.S. Principal Delores Beason greets staff member Patti Guy the first day of school.
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First Creek M.S. students tear up their limiting beliefs cards at the first assembly and send the 
“confetti” into the air.
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At their August training, First Creek M.S. teachers wear chef’s hats to reflect on the ingredients of their own success and the special talents they bring to their classrooms to ensure students achievement. 
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Senator Patty Murray and Tacoma City Council member, Mike  Lonergan attend the WorkForce Central presentations by youth employed in summer jobs provided by stimulus money.
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Jaamar Curtis, father of Lincoln student J’mel Williams, talks about his son’s job with the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department at the WorkForce Central presentations on summer jobs for young people. Rosalinda Castro from Foss H.S. was employed by Safe Streets during the summer.
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