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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
News and Updates
Business Academy offers another route to a diploma

A new partnership of well-established Tacoma organizations will give young people who have dropped out a chance to complete high school and increase their career prospects. Bates Technical College, Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) and Communities in Schools of Tacoma (CIST) have created the Tacoma Business Academy for young adults ages 16 to 21 who are no longer in school and may be working in low-paying jobs. The academy will start this September.

The focus will be for students to complete high school and take business, marketing or information technology classes with the opportunity to explore other technical training programs. Students in the academy will be enrolled in the Tacoma Public Schools, and will also have access to other resources such as online learning and Bates’ program offerings. 

Anita Jinks, director of the TPS Career and Technical Education program, said “The school district and CIS has had a vision of this business academy for years for students who were disengaged in school.” The original site considered for the academy was at the Tacoma Mall. When that site became unavailable, Bates Technical College stepped up to provide classroom space for the academy at its downtown campus. At this point, the academy partners have a one-year agreement.

Jinks said the business academy is a way to make high school more relevant for the students. The partners want it to be an innovative and personalized program—one that honors the students’ work-related experience and independence. The academy, a small program where everyone will know the students’ names, will serve about 50 students. Every student will have a customized learning plan to fit his or her schedule and needs.

“The Tacoma Business Academy will help these students by providing resources to overcome barriers that prevent them from getting to and staying in school,” said Jinks. “And, if they come back to school, we can help connect them with work credits so they will not have to leave their jobs.”

The students who will be served by the academy must not be enrolled at any high school and are:

· 16 to 17 years old with a job and have dropped out of high school; or

· 18 to 21 years old, may or may not have a job and have dropped out of high school. These students will be encouraged to obtain part time employment while enrolled in the academy.

The school district will provide the Career and Technical Education (CTE) curriculum. John Ruby, a TPS teacher, will teach the business classes full time, while Janet Hopkins will serve as work site learning coordinator half time at the academy and work half time at Oakland High School. Hopkins will also go to employers to sign up the students who will be learning while they work on their job sites. 

Communities in Schools of Tacoma will provide a full-time coordinator who will help find job shadows and recruit volunteers, tutors and graduation coaches. Teresa Maxwell, Communities In Schools executive director, said, “Our goal is to create a supportive environment for students’ personal growth by providing positive role models to help guide them through their course work as they earn credit towards their high school diploma.”

Jinks said that the high school completion program is not just about academics, “We want to see students engaged in school and making progress at school and at work. We’ll be checking their attendance and whether they complete their high school credits. In addition, we will document any promotions on the job to show work success and how students are enhancing their employability. Our plan is to ultimately connect our academy students to career opportunities in the business and marketing fields.” 

Volunteers needed
The academy partners are also seeking volunteers to serve in a program advisory capacity and businesses or organizations to host job shadows for the academy students. For more information, contact Communities in Schools of Tacoma Executive Director Teresa Maxwell at 253.571.1114 or visit the CIST Web site at www.cisoftacoma.org. 
To enroll in academy
To enroll in the Tacoma Business Academy or for more information, call the TPS Career and Technical Education department at 253.571.1126.
New Gray to be completed in December
The metamorphosis is nearly complete on the site of the old Mt. Tahoma High School at 6229 S. Tyler St. A stellar new middle school building has emerged on the 15-acre upper site to house 750 sixth, seventh and eighth graders.

Construction had not even started when the $30 million new school began to win awards. The Council of Educational Facilities Planners International awarded Mahlum Architects a 2006 Design Concept Award for the design of the new Gray Middle School.

Abatement and demolition of the old high school on the upper level began in June 2007, and construction of the middle school building started in July 2007 and is on track to be completed in December 2008. The Boys & Girls Clubs will use the old pool building and gymnasium on the lower level.

The looming question is: When will the district make the move from the old Gray building next to Edison Elementary School to the new school? The school board will determine that answer this fall. Gray teachers have toured the building and are anxious to transfer to their new classrooms.

A public, landscaped entry plaza at the front of the school will provide a welcome to the community. Community members will be able to access the library, gym and administration area from the entry plaza. The new Gray was designed to bring students, teachers and the community together. The two-story gallery will provide a forum for gathering that encourages communication. Views into surrounding learning spaces reinforce a shared identity and celebrate student achievement.

The new Gray has three two-story learning clusters organized by grade level with central science classrooms surrounding a shared learning area for group activities outside the classroom. The double-height commons for large gatherings has a view of Mt. Rainier, and a double-height circulation gallery has a visual connection to the shared learning areas and the rain gardens. 

The school is part of the Washington Sustainable Schools Protocol volunteer project. Throughout, the sustainable building supports the school’s educational objectives with healthy environments and design features that integrate curriculum with everyday activities. Outdoor learning areas and green building features connect students with the natural world and resource conservation, engaging them in the cultivation of tomorrow’s sustainable communities.

In addition, utility meters are located in learning areas to provide educational opportunities that highlight responsible use of resources. Storm water run-off is reduced through the use of landscaped rain gardens. These areas are planted with native vegetation which treat, absorb and slow water run-off from paved surfaces and roof areas. 

A ground source (geothermal) heat pump loop under the playfield provides heating and cooling to the radiant floor system in the major public spaces. The ventilation system in classrooms provides a quiet, comfortable environment. The district has used low-flow plumbing fixtures throughout the complex.

Interior environmental features include natural daylighting in all classrooms and offices. The direct/indirect lighting provides balanced daylight and reduces glare. Non-toxic, low-impact finished materials and furnishings have been used throughout the building, and many finish materials are made from recycled materials. Contractors salvaged more than 200 beams from the old Mt. Tahoma building and reused them in the new Gray.

The mechanical system used 100 percent outside air to push out airborne bacteria and pathogens for comfortable and healthy indoor air quality. There are also operable windows throughout the school. The school also has a new athletic field and track. 

The new Gray replaces the Captain Robert Gray Middle School, originally an intermediate school built in 1926. In 1928, it was renamed Robert Gray Junior High. At that time, it was the policy to name the first intermediate schools after important figures in Northwest history. Robert Gray was the American naval officer and explorer, who was the first to sail a ship into the Columbia River and Grays Harbor in 1792, according to the “For the Record: a history of the Tacoma Public Schools, 1869–1984.” 
CAB’s Lois Reed retires

The “voice” of the Tacoma Public Schools has retired. Lois Reed, who operated the telephone switchboard at the Central Administration Building (CAB) for many years, will be feted at a retirement celebration on Friday, Sept. 19, from 3:30 to 5 p.m., in the fourth-floor auditorium at CAB. Please join the CAB staff in wishing Lois a hearty bon voyage! Contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information or if you have any questions.
Open house date changes

Please note the day and time change for Jefferson Elementary School Open House/Curriculum Night. It will be held on Thursday, Sept. 18, from 5:30–7 p.m.
Washington-Hoyt Elementary School has changed the date of its Back-to-School Night and BBQ. The new date is Tuesday, Sept. 30, from 5:40 to 8 p.m.

To see when other schools will be holding their open houses and back-to-school nights, please check the district events calendar at ________________________
Gault open house to be Sept. 25

“Crisply colored bulletin boards, desks arranged for group and independent work, teachers names written across the white board, welcoming hand shakes, sample snapshots, syllabi and grading policies, recent goal-setting work on display and, of course, the cookie table for siblings are all trademarks of an Open House at Gault Middle School,” said Principal Delores Beason. She has planned this gathering for Thursday, Sept. 25, at 6 p.m. “We will welcome new and returning families to the start of what promises to be a year of learning, growth, teamwork and new beginnings for Gault students, parents and staff members.” 
Help-a-Student Fund needs additional supplies, funds 

“Last school year, we spent just over $20,000 from the Help-a-Student Fund to provide school supplies, backpacks and shoes for students in need,” said Kelli Hoekstra, coordinator of the School, Family and Community Partnership Program (SFCPP). “Our trust fund needs to be continually replenished and we are looking at ways to do this. We would appreciate any suggestions from staff members about ways to bring in more financial donations for our program, such as the CAB Communication Committee’s uniform drive.”

Contact Hoekstra at 253.571.1322 to find out how you can best help students in need. Currently, there is a need for backpacks.

Tone Resource Center needs items for homeless students

“We have identified more than 300 homeless students so far this school year,” said Tamie Williams, McKinney Vento liaison with the Tone Resource Center. “That’s about 50 more than this time last year.”
Currently, the Tone Resource Center needs these items for the students it serves: 1/2" binders, uniform items, graph paper, calculators, planners, composition notebooks, watercolors and index cards. Contact Williams at 253.571.1875 if you have any questions.

Staff and students get free Puyallup Fair passes
The Puyallup Fair began Sept. 5 and runs through Sept. 21, and the fair staff provided one free pass for each student and district employee. Schools are asked to distribute one free pass to each student in grades K-12. Educational employees should receive their free pass from their assigned work location.
Home-school students and educators may pick up one pass for each student, plus one educational employee pass per home, by stopping by the Public Information Office in the Central Administration Building, located at 601 S. 8th St., seventh floor, CAB. Home-school educators are asked to bring a copy of their Home-school Declaration of Intent form.
Substitutes may also pick up their pass from the Public Information Office. Please contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015, if you have any questions.
Calendar dates amended

Here is a list of the amended 2008–09 calendar dates for families. Early release times for conferences and breaks are the same: 10:50 a.m. for high school students; 11:30 a.m. for middle school students; and 12:15 p.m. for elementary school students.
Sept. 3 
First Day of School
Oct. 6 
Waiver Day (no school)
Oct. 7–8 
Conferences–All Grades (early release)
Oct. 9 
Elementary Conferences (early release for elementary students)
Oct. 10 
State In-service Day (no school)
Oct. 31 
Waiver Day (no school)
Nov. 11 
Veterans Day (no school)
Nov. 26 
Thanksgiving Break (early release)
Nov. 27–28 
Thanksgiving Break (no school)
Dec. 3 
Waiver Day (no school)
Dec. 4 
Elementary Conferences (early release for elementary students)
Dec. 5 
Elementary Staff Day (no school for elementary students)
Dec. 19 
Winter Break (early release)
Dec. 22–Jan. 2 
Winter Break (no school)
Jan. 5 
School Resumes
Jan. 19 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day (no school)
Jan. 28 
Semester Break–Secondary Staff Day (no school for secondary students)
Feb. 13–16 
Presidents Day Break (no school)
March 10 
Waiver Day (no school)
March 11–13 
Elementary Conferences (early release for elementary students)
March 30–April 3 
Spring Break (no school)
May 6–7 
Secondary Conference (early release for secondary students)
May 22–25 
Memorial Day Break (no school)
June 16 
Last Day of School (early release)
June 17–19 
Possible snow make-up days

Please do not schedule evening conferencing events on Wednesday, Oct. 8, to accommodate Jewish families and staff members. 
Applause
Scout helps visually impaired program

The Tacoma Special Education vision program teachers would like to send much gratitude and many thanks to Zachary Palmer from Scout Troop #517 of the Sleeping Giant District, Pacific Harbors Council. Zachary deserves recognition for assembling adaptive mobility devices (AMDs) for the visually impaired students that Tacoma serves. AMDs are used for beginning training for walking and using a long white cane. Zachary obtained donated materials from McClendon Hardware and other businesses in the area. He has now completed his community service project for his Eagle Scout badge. The vision program would like to congratulate Zachary for earning his Eagle Scout badge and thank him for making 15 adapted canes.

TPS employees support Bank to Bay runs

A huge thank you to all the Tacoma Public Schools staff members who ran or walked in the Bank to Bay races on Sunday, Sept. 7, and to those who volunteered along the route in a variety of capacities. This was the ninth year that KeyBank has donated $10,000 from the race proceeds to the district’s Help-a-Student Fund to provide shoes and school supplies for students in need—that is a total of $90,000! 

Please stop by a KeyBank branch to thank the bank for supporting the district and Tacoma students. That is what partnerships are all about.
Communications Committee raises funds for uniforms

A very special thank you to employees who donated to the Help-a-Student uniform drive, sponsored by the CAB Communications Committee. The more than $1,000 raised will be divided among the schools requiring uniforms. Kelli Hoekstra, coordinator of the School, Family and Community Partnership Program, said these schools will each get $45 to restock their uniform closets or to buy a couple of uniforms for students.
The Sound Partnership
Step Out & Walk for diabetes event Oct. 11

The American Diabetes Association will hold its annual Step Out & Walk to Fight Diabetes campaign on Oct. 11 at Point Defiance Park. Gather your family, friends and co-workers and come out to help raise funds to find a cure for a disease affecting more than 20.8 million Americans.  
Diabetes can, and does, lead to a wide range of other serious health complications. By participating in Step Out, you are not just walking and raising funds to eliminate one disease. You are also battling cardiovascular problems, kidney failure, blindness, lower limb amputations and much more.
If interested, register today at www.diabetes.org/stepout. You can either join team Tacoma Public Schools, or your school can form its own team.  If you cannot attend, but would like to make a contribution, please send a check, payable to the American Diabetes Association, to the Sound Partnership office. Please contact Will Saultes at 253.571.1083 if you have any questions. 

Tech Tips
Creating an e-mail signature in Outlook

It is important to add a signature to e-mails you send. This ensures that the receiver knows who created the mail and has all the necessary information to get back to you by phone or e-mail if needed. In Outlook, you can even create multiple signatures to use on different types of mail. Follow these easy steps to create your signature.
Under the Tools menu, select Options.
Select Mail Format
Select Signatures
Select New. Create a title for your signature in the box, such as “Formal.” Click OK.
Type in the lower box what you want your signature to say. It should include your name, work location and phone number. Click Save.
You can use the formatting features above the signature text box to change your font, size and other signature features if you desire. If you create multiple signatures, in the upper right corner, you can specify which signature you want used in New messages vs. Replies/forwards.
When done, click OK at the bottom of the signatures window, and again in the Options window.

When composing an e-mail, you can click the Signatures icon in the Include tab across the top to change your signature selection for that particular e-mail, or go to the main signatures options window to edit or create a new signature. Changing a signature for this signature icon in a new mail only changes the signature selection for that particular e-mail.
Professional Development

Cultural Teaching Institute to be Oct. 9–11

A Cultural Teaching Institute will be held Oct. 9–11 at the Little Creek Resort, Hotel & Casino, 91 West State Route 108, Shelton. Dr. Minh-Anh Hodge, director of Elementary Education, will be a featured presenter and will share strategies for working with limited-English-proficient (LEP) parents.
Other presenters include:
· Dorothy Cordova: co-founder of Filipino American National Historical Society

· Claudia Kauffman: Senator (D) 47th Legislative District

· Keith Egawa: Native American author, “Mad Child Running”

· Dr. Tony Ogilvie: dean, Seattle Central Community College

· Tracy Rector: director, co-founder Native Lens/filmaker

· Caroline Tamayo: Immigrants/Refugees/Girl’s Groups

· Chenoa Egawa: Lummi artist, Northwest Indian News, works with MESA Program in Seattle to develop curriculum and workshops for Native youth.

· Alex Turrtle: Navajo & Southern Cheyenne, shares songs, drumming and stories throughout North Kitsap Schools.
For contact information, go to the Web page at: www.dpbconsultants.com. The Cultural Teaching Institute is presented by Petersen & Bill Consultants LLC. Click here for details of the October institute. 

School board news

Board study session covers bond/levy, future budgets
All 2008-09 board meetings to be at CAB
The board will hold all its regular meetings at the Central Administration Building this school year. The first meeting of the month will include a work session, and the second will include recognitions. Extra study sessions will be added as needed. 
Board to consider a capital bond or levy measure
At its Sept. 11 study session, the board discussed whether the district would go for a capital (construction) bond issue or levy, or a combination of both, and when a capital bond or levy should go on a ballot next spring. The board stressed the importance of making decisions soon to prepare for the ballot measure and develop the best ways to communicate with the public. The superintendent will present information to the board in October.
Superintendent directed to save two percent 
The board directed the superintendent to propose a two percent cost savings—or close to $6 million of the district budget—to hold off any major program cuts until 2010-11. Much will depend on how the state funds education in its next budget. Dr. Jarvis said if the state’s education funding structure remained the same, major cuts would be inevitable in future school years. The board promised to honor parents’ requests for information on any future program cuts by January.
Upcoming study session topics
Board members will also hold a study session this fall to address a wide variety of middle school needs. In addition, they will determine when staff and students will move to the new Gray Middle School after it is completed in December 2008.
Other study sessions will include the Lincoln Tree Farm, Oakland High School, an arts and sciences school and security issues.

The board approved:

· Submission of a Title IV grant to the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to provide the district’s Student and Family Support Program with funds to hire the necessary program staff; provide training for district personnel, students and parents; and provide research-based programs to district schools and program support to schools in the areas of alcohol, tobacco and other drug and violence prevention, as well as crisis response to district schools.

· Submission of an IDEA-B Preschool Sec. 619 federal grant for $6,546,442 to supplement special education services for students ages 3 to 21. 

· The agreement between the Tacoma School District No. 10 and Pierce County Human Services for early intervention service for the period Oct. 1, 2008, to June 30, 2009.

· Submission of a grant application to the Tacoma/Pierce County Health Department for funds to hire five family educators who will work out of, and collaborate with, the Hilltop, McKinley and Eastside Family Support Centers. The program will emphasize teaching parents of 125 at-risk families in their home environment to learn how to support their children socially, emotionally, intellectually and physically.

The board authorized the superintendent or his designee to approve the furniture replacement at Foss High School. New furnishings were purchased for selected classrooms during the 2004 Foss renovation/addition project. This action is to replace furniture in classrooms that were not included in the initial purchase plan.

The next regular board meeting will be held on Thursday, Sept. 25, at 6 p.m. in the fourth-floor board auditorium at the Central Administration Building.
Community opportunities
Trek to hold NatureMapping workshop 

A NatureMapping workshop will be held at Northwest Trek on Friday, Oct. 3 from 6 to 9 p.m., and on Saturday, Oct. 4, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
If you are interested in watching wildlife, and contributing to real-life data collection and research projects, this workshop is for you. You will learn the techniques to collect and record wildlife observation data and how to submit it to the state database. All information submitted to the database can be accessed by anyone and used for research, activities, programs or anything else that requires statewide animal information.

Normally, the workshop registration is $70, this course will have a reduced cost of only $40 so it is a great deal and a lot of fun. Call Tanya at 360.832.7166 to register today. Contact Jessica Moore, education program coordinator, at 360.832.7160 or e-mail her at jessica.moore@nwtrek.org for more information.

Bates to offer parenting classes

Bates Technical College parenting classes will start in October and include two refresher courses. Click here to view the list of upcoming classes.

Due to the generous efforts of two Kiwanis Clubs in the area and the Pierce County Early Learning Consortium, scholarships funding is available. In some cases, the class could be free depending on the parent’s zip code in the four catchment areas. Please encourage parents to inquire about scholarships if they live in the Bethel/Spanaway/Parkland, Lakewood/University Place and downtown and South Tacoma areas.
Call 253.680.7500 or 1.800.562.7099, ext. 7500, to register. The Spanish message phone number is 253.680.7521. You can also check the Web site at www.bates.ctc.edu/homefamily.

Trufant Bowling and Billiards Classic to be held Nov. 3 

The fifth annual Marcus Trufant Charity Bowling and Billiards Classic will be held on Monday, Nov. 3, from 5:30 to 10 p.m., at ACME Bowl, 100 Andover Parkway West, Tukwila, WA 98188. A long-running Seahawk tradition, this Bowling and Billiards Classic raises money for youth programs such as the Boys and Girls Clubs and Marcus Trufant Inspirational Scholarship Program.

To be a participant in the bowling or billiards classic or to find out about lane and other sponsorship opportunities, check the Web site at www.trufantfamilyfoundation.com or contact the Bowling and Billiards Classic hotline at 253.212.3019. Click here for the classic flyer.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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The new Gray M.S. on the site of the old Mt. Tahoma H.S. is scheduled to be completed in December 2008.
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The Bank to Bay runs were held Sept. 7, and included a 1K run for children. KeyBank donated $10,000 from the proceeds for the district’s Help-a-Student Fund. Dr. Art Jarvis talks with Bob Orlando, center, and former Tacoma superintendent Alexander Sergienko. Bottom photo: Dr. Jarvis accepts the $10,000 check.
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MultiCare resident physicians, other staff members and volunteers provided free sports physicals for middle and high school students at district schools. By 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 11, more than 100 students had registered for a sports physical at Gault M.S. 
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