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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. 
Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Oct. 11–17: Earth Science Week; NAEOP Career Awareness Week

Oct. 12: Columbus Day

Oct. 12–16: National School Lunch Week
Oct. 15: Manitou Park E.S. Information Night, 6–8 p.m.
Oct. 16: First Creek Middle School opening celebration, 6–8 p.m.
Oct. 18–24: America’s Safe Schools Week

Oct. 19–23: National School Bus Safety Week

Oct. 19: Career and College Night, UPS Field House, 5–8 p.m.

Oct. 24: United Nations Day; Make a Difference Day
Nov. 1 –30: American Indian Heritage Month

Nov. 1: Return to standard time

Nov. 3: Election Day

Nov. 11: Veterans Day

Nov. 15–21: American Education Week

Nov. 18: National Education Support Professionals Day

Nov. 21: Meeker holiday bazaar
Board news

Lincoln Center students continue to be ahead

Co-principals of Lincoln High School and Lincoln Center, Pat Erwin and Greg Eisnaugle, updated the board on the progress of Lincoln Center. They credited the high-quality teachers for much of the success of Lincoln Center and their commitment to the extended-day and extended-year model.

WASL to be replaced this spring

Pat Cummings, director of Research and Evaluation, explained the new assessment tests that will replace the Washington Assessment for Student Learning (WASL) this spring and how they are different from the WASL. He also showed the board where to find WASL statistics on the district Web site.
Read full story
News and updates

Three Tacoma teachers have their Day Made Better

Three teachers in the Tacoma Public Schools had their Day Made Better on Tuesday, Oct. 6, at 10 a.m. and were among the 1,000 teachers nationwide who were surprised with nearly $1,000 of classroom supplies and resources by OfficeMax representatives through the Adopt-A-Classroom program. This third annual “A Day Made Better” event was filled with cheers and tears as schools celebrated their winners.

Danielle Hall at Franklin, Ann Baxter at Edison and Bryan Johnson at Lister were recognized for their efforts in the classroom with a new chair and huge orange box of supplies including a camera and printer. 

Read full story

TPS  students participate in biofuel experiment

Delong, Jefferson and Stanley elementary school students in the YMCA after-school program at DeLong joined more than 2,000 Pierce County youth and students from across the nation on Oct. 7 to conduct the “Biofuel Blast” experiment. The young people became scientists for the day and discovered how ordinary household products create alternative energy and how fuel powers many of the things people use each day, according to a Pierce County news release. 

The students combined corn syrup and yeast in a bottle and covered it with a balloon. They watched as the yeast broke down the natural sugars in the corn, which released ethanol and gas that inflated the balloon. They then discussed how plants, such as corn, switchgrass, sorghum and algae, can be converted into fuel and how these alternative energies can be used in their communities. 
Kim Booker, YMCA site coordinator at DeLong and biology major at Pacific Lutheran University, helped lead the experiment. Christina Murray, after-school program coordinator for the WSU Pierce County 4-H, also assisted with the experiment.
Read full story
CTE staff mentors new teachers

Career and Technical Education (CTE) has been successfully mentoring new teachers in Tacoma through monthly meetings. Each month, first and second year teachers come together to focus on teacher quality with instructional facilitators, Renee Froembling and Dirk Klover. Through dialogue and feedback, teachers talk about everything from lesson plans, basic organization strategies, student discipline and business partnerships. 
Read full story
First Creek ASB students plan successful dance

First Creek Middle School Eagles were aglow at their first schoolwide dance on Oct. 1. As any First Creek Associated Student Body (ASB) Ambassador will tell you, planning for the kick-off dance began the first week of school and it was a grueling, student-directed process.

ASB Advisor Rachel Smith-Mosel was once a business owner and took great pains to ensure that this was a learning experience. "Finance before fun" was their motto. ASB efforts began with respectfully and democratically determining the theme.  From there, it was onto the business plan which was typed and presented to Assistant Principal Tracy Allen by Co-Presidents Tae McKenzie and Selena Sok in a formal presentation which covered the cost, selling price and profit from all items, and the ASB's publicity campaign including slogans, decorations, crowd control measures, chaperone stations and clean-up ideas. 

Read full story
Wilson students tour Family Birth Center

Wilson High School students who attended MultiCare’s Nurse Camp this summer and one Medical Explorer visited St. Joseph’s Family Birth Center recently. They were allowed to detect the fetal heart tones on one of the staff nurses who is pregnant. They later saw an ultra-sound of her twins. The students toured one of the operating rooms, and examined some placentas and umbilical cords, learning the difference between a healthy one and unhealthy one. 

Upcoming events
Retiree’s memorial service Oct. 10

A retired Tacoma Public Schools employee, Rosea Thomas, who served the district for 37 years, died recently. Her last assignment was as the head secretary at McKinley Elementary School. She worked for the district from Aug. 9, 1971 to Aug. 31, 2004. Her memorial service is being held Saturday, Oct. 10, at 11 a.m. at the Altheimer Memorial Church of God in Christ, 1121 S. Altheimer St. Contact Carol Davis-Clark at 253.302.3749 for more information.
Justice Fairhurst to swear in ASB officers Oct. 12
“A very high honor will occur on Monday, Oct. 12,” said First Creek Middle School instructional facilitator Rachel Smith-Mosel. “A very important person is visiting our school—Supreme Court Justice Mary Fairhurst—a judge from the highest court in the state of Washington. She will be at First Creek all day to speak to John-David Coalson's classes and the ASB leadership class. Justice Fairhurst will swear in our student government officers and will tour the school. This is awesome!”  

“There are nine Supreme court justices in Washington state and they meet together as judges presiding over the highest court in Washington state to decide cases,” said Smith-Mosel. She added that Justice Fairhurst will spend an entire day at First Creek to meet students and teachers, to answer questions and to learn about the challenges faced by First Creek families—and teachers. 
LGBTQA Educators Group to meet Oct. 14 

The next Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, Questioning and Allies (LGBTQA) Educators Group, sponsored by the Tacoma Public Schools Equity and Diversity Department, will meet at Shakabrah Java, 2618 6th Ave., at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 14. The group members support one another as they strive to make every school in the district a place where all families, students and staff members are welcomed, supported and celebrated.

Future meetings will be held on Nov. 18, Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 10, April 14, May 12 and June 2.

First Creek Middle School to hold open house Oct. 16

First Creek Middle School, 1801 E. 56th St., will hold an open house celebration on Friday, Oct. 16, from 6 to 8 p.m., to celebrate the opening of the new school building.
The celebration will feature a ceremony with a parade of nations, a student choir performance, raffle prizes and refreshments. ASB students will lead school building tours. Contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information.

College and Career Fair Oct. 19

Colleges and other organizations from Washington, several other states, Canada and as far away as Scotland are among the more than 130 groups participating in the free College and Career Fair to be held on Monday, Oct. 19, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the University of Puget Sound Field House in the Fitness Center Tennis Pavilion. 

Read full story
TSNA to hold scholarship fundraiser Oct. 23

The Tacoma School Nutrition Association (TSNA—Tacoma school cooks and cafeteria workers) will be holding its Octoberfest scholarship fundraiser in the cafeteria at Foss High School, on Oct. 23 from 5–8 p.m. The cost is $10 per person, $9 for seniors and students and children under age 5 are free. 

“There will be $1 drawings for some wonderful theme baskets and gifts, as well as live German music,” said Tracey Lipke, TSNA president. “Last year, the association was able to give out four $525 scholarships to graduating seniors.” If you have any questions, please call Lipke at 253.571.4924 or click here for details.
Meeker holiday bazaar Nov. 21

Meeker Middle School will hold its holiday bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the school at 4402 Nassau Ave. NE. Come view an array of year-round gifts and holiday decorations created by many crafters and artisans. 

The Meeker Citizens of the World Student Exchange Booster Club is sponsoring the bazaar on behalf of the Meeker New Zealand Student Exchange program.

Sheridan phone installation date changed

The district is changing the date of the new phone system installation at Sheridan Elementary School from Dec. 4 to Dec. 1. If you have any questions, please call September Johnson at 253.571.1234. 
Applause
Wilson Key Club assists with disaster relief for Samoa

The Wilson High School Key Club assisted with packing supplies on a recent Saturday at The Gathering Project Inc. warehouse. The shipment they worked on is headed to Samoa. The Gathering Project gathers surplus medical supplies from hospitals and sends them to third world countries.  

Go to the Web site at www.thegatheringproject.org for more information on the Gathering Project.

Stadium teacher receives FIRST Robotics grant

Congratulations to Tim Reher who received a grant for $7,000 to start a FIRST Robotics team at Stadium High School this year.
Tech tip
Easy Grade Pro: Bringing the lines back

Technology Services is getting questions almost daily from staff members on where the lines that separate the students in Easy Grade Pro went.

In this week’s video tech tip, the techs show you how to apply the lines between each student’s information. To go to the video, click here.
Health information
Seasonal flu shots available at district sites
Follow this link to see where and when seasonal flu shots will be given around the district.  

Commute trip reduction

Wheel Options winner will go to Rome
The grand prize winner of the statewide Wheel Options campaign (Oct. 18–31) will be headed to Rome, Italy. The Pierce County grand prize winner will get a stay in Leavenworth, Wash., at the Enzian Inn. These are just a few of the many prizes. To enter the contests, employees must commute to work using another means than driving alone during the campaign weeks and register online at www.piercetrips.com by Nov. 6. You can access more information about Wheel Options at www.wheeloptions.org.
Community opportunities

TPU offers free educational resources

Tacoma Public Utilities (TPU) provides educational resources to schools in its service area to support its mission to provide competitive, environmentally responsible electric, water and rail services through teamwork, technology and innovation. The free educational resources and programs are on a first-come, first-served basis. These include HydroVenture, S.P.A.C.E. Odyssey, AquaQuest, The Weakest Sink, Water Haiku, The Seven Cs of Electricity, Making Tracks, Earth Preservers and Tree-Mendous.
Other free TPU education programs and services are Speakers Bureau, Outdoor Concert, Groundwater display model and Not Just for Kids Korner. 

Click here for details of these programs, call 253.502.8224 or send an e-mail to rstearne@cityoftacoma.org.

History Museum to hold free teacher workshop Oct. 24

Come to a free teacher workshop at the Washington State History Museum on Saturday, Oct. 24, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bringing your students to the History Museum? Curious about Washington History Day? Looking for free online resources? Sign up now for the fall teacher orientation workshop. Click here for more details.
DAR to hold annual student essay contests 

The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) is holding its annual essay contests celebrating American history. These two contests are open to all school children of the appropriate age. One contest is open to children in grades five to eight. The second is open to students in grades nine through 12. Click here for contest details.

Nominate a Red Cross hero by Oct. 23

Do you know a hero? The American Red Cross needs your help to identify and recognize the extraordinary people who may have saved a life, performed a heroic act, or made the extra effort to lend a hand. The hero may be your friend or family member, a firefighter, a military service member, police officer, or even your next door neighbor. 

The nominee may be professionally trained or simply a Good Samaritan. Nominations are being accepted for, but not limited to, the following categories: 911 Dispatch, Animal Rescue, Fire Safety, Youth Humanitarian, Adult Humanitarian, Law Enforcement, Medical Rescue, Military, Spirit of the Red Cross, Wilderness Rescue, and Workplace Safety. The deadline for nominations is Oct. 23. 

Each year, the American Red Cross Mount Rainier Chapter recognizes local heroes from the community during the annual Red Cross Real Heroes Awards Breakfast. This year’s event is scheduled for Friday, Dec. 4, at the Hotel Murano, Bicentennial Pavilion. 

For more information, visit www.rainier-redcross.org or contact the American Red Cross Mount Rainier Chapter at 253.474.0400 or contact Karen M. Kim, American Red Cross Mount Rainier Chapter media and community relations, 253.441.7646.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Oct. 6: A Day Made Better 
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Kindergarten teacher Danielle Hall, right, at Franklin E.S. was honored by OfficeMax through Adopt-A-Classroom’s A Day Made Better program for teachers.
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Danielle Hall, center, is surrounded by family members, students and OfficeMax employees on Oct. 6.
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Ann Baxter at Edison E.S. was nominated for the A Day Made Better program. An OfficeMax employee presents her with flowers and a certificate on Oct. 6. Teachers received close to $1,000 worth of classroom supplies and resources from OfficeMax.
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Family members are encouraged to attend the A Day Made Better celebration. Ann Baxter’s parents were on hand for her celebration.
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Lister E.S. fifth-grade teacher Bryan Johnson, left, was the second teacher honored through the A Day Made Better program.
Students test biofuel sources
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Students in DeLong E.S.’s after-school YMCA program test which combinations of water, yeast another ingredient make the most gas when combined to become a source for potential biofuel. 
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Christina Murray with the WSU Pierce County 4-H helps pour corn syrup into a bottle. Another bottle’s balloon is filling with gas produced by water, yeast and sugar (center). 
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Students at DeLong E.S.’s after-school YMCA program use a string to measure the amount of gas produced after a period of time in a biofuel experiment.
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A second group of students replicate the biofuel experiment with Kim Booker, YMCA site leader at DeLong E.S.
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A girl carefully adds granulated sugar to an empty water bottle with Kim Booker’s help. 
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Kim Booker teaches students the importance of writing down their observations in a science experiment. 
Marines play at Truman
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Marine SSgt. David Jenkins explains posture to students at Truman M.S. on Oct. 5 during the Marine Band’s outreach day.

[image: image14.jpg]



Marine GySgt. Elisabeth Plunk listens as two students play flutes.
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MSgt. John Abbracciamento with the President’s Own Marine Band demonstrates the use of muting a trumpet at Truman M.S. 
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Marine SSgt. Gina Fouch instructs students on the clarinet at Truman M.S. Fouch plays the clarinet in the President’s Own Marine Band. 
Key Club packs supplies
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Wilson H.S. Key Club members assist with disaster relief for Samoa by packing supplies for the Gathering Project.
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Wilson H.S. students fill boxes to go to Samoa as part of their community service commitment.
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Wilson H.S. Key Club students give up part of a Saturday to meet at The Gathering Project warehouse to package supplies for disaster relief.
Students tour birth center
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A Wilson H.S. student learns to detect a fetal heart beat when a group of students toured St. Joseph’s Family Birth Center. 
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A St. Joseph’s nurse shows high school students how to care for a newborn infant.
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Wilson students tour an operating room at the Family Birth Center.

Quick Links
· Event Calendar
· Job openings
· News & Information
· Policies & Procedures
· Professional Development
· Staff classifieds
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