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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. 
Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Dates to remember
Oct. 4–10: Fire Prevention Week

Oct. 6: Tacoma Business Academy open house, 5:30–7 p.m., 1101 S. Yakima Ave.  
Oct. 6: High school open houses, 6 p.m.
Oct. 6: Science and Math Institute (SAMI) Back to School Night, 6:30–8 p.m. 
Oct. 6–8: Elementary school conferences, early release

Oct. 7–8: Middle and high school conferences, early release

Oct. 8: School board meeting, 6 p.m.

Oct. 9: Waiver Day, no school, staff attends

Oct. 5: Truman M.S. Marine Band master classes, 3–4 p.m.

Oct. 11–17: Earth Science Week; NAEOP Career Awareness Week

Oct. 12: Columbus Day

Oct. 12–16: National School Lunch Week
Oct. 15: Manitou Park E.S. Information Night, 6–8 p.m.
Oct. 16: First Creek Middle School opening celebration, 6–8 p.m.
Oct. 18–24: America’s Safe Schools Week

Oct. 19–23: National School Bus Safety Week

Oct. 19: Career and College Night, UPS Field House, 5–8 p.m.

Oct. 24: United Nations Day; Make a Difference Day
News and updates

Lutes tutor Lister students for 31 years
For 31 years, the Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) Lutes football players have come to Lister Elementary School in the fall to teach students about caring, challenge, confidence, comparison and choice. The Lutes held their kick-off assembly for all Lister students this year on Sept. 24. The players will come to some classrooms for five weeks, then invite those students and their families to a football game at PLU. 
“Students at the assembly listened intently to Scott Westering, the Lutes coach,” said Janet Caldon, office coordinator. “The team then led our Lister Lions in go-drills before sending them back to their classes through a boisterous and energetic tunnel of Lutes!”

Read full story
Highlight your students’ art and writing

The Tacoma Weekly sponsors a monthly School Page that highlights Tacoma students’ art, writing and poetry. To get the School Page guidelines and highlight your students’ work, contact Shari Shelton at sshelto@tacoma.k12.wa.us or 253.571.5132 (before 9 a.m. or after 1 p.m.) or Donna McCracken at dmccrac@tacoma.k12.wa.us or 253.571.4642 (before 8:15 a.m. or after 3:45 p.m.).
Music booklet has mysterious journey

Tucked in an old violin case was an age-yellowed ACE Album for Orchestra. There is no date on the music for second violin, but the cost printed on the cover is 35 cents. Stamped across the top of the front and back of the booklet is Tacoma School District No. 10. Andy Chase of Los Angeles found the music recently in a relative’s old violin case as he was downsizing. After doing some online research, he called the district’s Public Information Office to return the music to the original owner.

Read full story
Students needed to write to Tacoma military in Kabul

Dave Gordon, a video operations specialist with TV Tacoma, is now serving on active duty with the U.S. Army as a Navy sailor in Kabul, Afghanistan, and is interested in communicating with Tacoma students.

Gordon, a military Public Affairs Operations Chief, wrote to the district’s Public Information Office, “I am more than happy to do what I can to help give students a snapshot of what life is like on this side of the world.”

“I will be looking forward to chatting with the kids—and trying to explain what a Navy submariner (me!) is doing in the middle of the desert high country working for the Army,” Gordon pointed out. “At an elevation of 6,000 feet, it is one of the highest points I've ever worked. Then again, being at more than 800 feet underwater, I can also add I've worked at some of the lowest points on earth, too.”

Please encourage your students to write to Gordon by e-mail at this address: Dave Gordon, MCC(SS) Public Affairs Operations Chief, Kabul, Afghanistan, at ssn680@comcast.net. If your class chooses to correspond with Dave Gordon, please let the Public Information Office know at 253.571.1015 or e-mail the Webucator editor, Pam Thompson, at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us.
Speaking “teen” 

Do you speak “teen”? Check out this link provided by Terry Schores, Student Assistance Program drug/alcohol counselor.  

Upcoming events

Young Ambassador tryouts Oct. 6–8

Tryouts for the Young Ambassadors 2009-10 will be held Oct. 6, 7 and 8 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. at DeLong Elementary School.  The Young Ambassadors of Physical Education is a group made up of elementary students representing various schools throughout the Tacoma Public Schools.  
Elementary students are chosen through a tryout process based on their physical fitness level, jump roping abilities and rhythmic and gymnastic skills. These elementary students must also have good academic and citizenship standing. 
Tryouts for the Young Ambassador team take place each year in October. For a list of skills students will be tested on, click here. For the guidelines, click here.

Read full story
Tacoma Business Academy to hold open house Oct. 6
The Tacoma Business Academy (TBA), in partnership with Bates Technical College and Communities in Schools, began a year ago to give young adults ages 16 to 21 who have dropped out a chance to complete high school and increase their career prospects. Today there is a waiting list, pending additional staffing.  On Oct. 6, TBA will hold its second Back to School open house from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Bates Technical College, 1101 South Yakima Ave.
The focus is for students to complete high school and take business, marketing or information technology classes with the opportunity to explore other technical training programs. Students in the academy are enrolled in the Tacoma Public Schools, and will also have access to other resources such as online learning and Bates’ program offerings.
Read full story
Manitou Park’s Information Night rescheduled

Manitou Park Elementary School’s Back to School and Title I Information Night has been rescheduled for Oct. 15, 6–8 p.m.

First Creek Middle School celebrates on Oct. 16

First Creek Middle School will hold its open house celebration on Friday, Oct. 16. Members of the TPS board of directors, Superintendent Art Jarvis and First Creek staff, students, family and friends will gather on Oct. 16, from 6 to 8 p.m., for an open house at First Creek Middle School, located at 1801 E. 56th St., to celebrate the opening of the new school building.
First Creek Middle School was established in 2009 with Delores Beason as its first principal. It is the combination of two middle schools, Gault and McIlvaigh, which were closed in June. The new school on Portland Avenue was built on the campus of McIlvaigh. First Creek Middle School opened Sept. 2 and students took their first steps as First Creek Middle School Eagles on the first day of school. 
To commemorate this joyous time, the open house celebration will feature a ceremony filled with school building tours, a parade of nations, a student choir performance, raffle prizes and refreshments. It is a wonderful opportunity to tour the new facility, meet the First Creek family and partake in a celebration. You will not want to miss it! 

Contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information.

College and Career Fair Oct. 19

Colleges and other organizations from Washington, several other states, Canada and as far away as Scotland are among the more than 130 groups participating in the free College and Career Fair to be held on Monday, Oct. 19, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the University of Puget Sound Field House in the Fitness Center Tennis Pavilion. 

This is the second year the Tacoma Public Schools has sponsored the fair. Schools throughout Pierce County and several in surrounding counties have been invited. Joe Raniero, Wilson High School career counselor, said, “This is a great event for the Tacoma Public Schools and the city of Tacoma. We anticipate a crowd. Last year, we had close to 2,000 people come to the fair. Our fair immediately follows the 2009 Fall National College Fair being held in Seattle Oct. 18-19. Seattle exhibitors will be able to come to Tacoma after the Seattle fair closes at noon on Oct. 19 and set up their booths at our fair!”

Read full story
Applause
Franklin holds Doughnuts with Dads

Franklin Elementary School held a “Doughnuts with Dads” on Friday, Sept. 25. “Our dads and their kids had good conversations with other dads while enjoying coffee, juice and doughnuts. This event was sponsored by Franklin’s Title I to build upon the school and home relationship,” said Christi Dabney, office coordinator.

Kim Golding to complete Leadership WSSDA in November 

Board President Kim Golding has been taking a leadership course since March through the Leadership Washington State School Directors Association (WSSDA) Class of 2009 and will graduate from the program in November at the annual conference. The training is designed to develop proactive, visionary leaders.
Read full story
Wilson students present at Optimist Club

A big thanks to the Wilson H.S. students who attended Nurse Camp, then gave a presentation on their experience to the Optimist Club of West Tacoma, a service organization which provides financial support and scholarships to youth. Following the meeting, the students took blood pressure reading for members of the Optimist Club.

Principal Dan Besett was inducted into the organization by Superior Court Judge Waldo Stone. 

Wilson Key Club works at Joeseppi’s to raise funds

Wilson Key Club members recently held a fundraiser at Joeseppi’s Italian Ristorante. The students greeted customers at the door with a Key Club brochure, bussed tables, reset tables, washed tables, refilled beverages, refilled bread baskets and sold raffle tickets. The club received 25 percent of the take that night to be split with Wilson’s sponsoring Kiwanis Club, Kiwanis of Northwest Tacoma. 

Professional development
La Unica offers Spanish workshop, course
· "Communicating with Spanish-Speaking Students and Their Parents" workshop will be held on Saturday, Oct. 17. This course is offered for one credit or nine clock hours.  Check the Web site at www.launicatacoma.com/featured_products?b=1 for details. No prior Spanish experience necessary. 

· "Habla Español - Spanish for Educators" is a self-paced independent study course with 30 clock hours or three Q credits available. You can do the course from your home or office and have up to a year to complete it.  Check the Web site at it www.hol.edu/view_course.cfm?cid=2031.
For more information, go to the La Unica Web site at www.launicatacoma.com or call 253.627.5495.
Tech tip
Online grades for secondary teachers

Here are the steps in a short video for those teachers who need to update their grade book. Once you have created your initial gradebook, and the students have changed, there are some things you need to do to update the gradebook to work with your online grades. Click here for the link to the gradebook video.
Health information
Flu shots available at district sites
Follow this link to see where and when seasonal flu shots will be given around the district.  

Commute trip reduction

Pierce Transit to hold community design workshops

What should the Pierce Transit of tomorrow look like? Pierce Transit has served Pierce County for 30 years. Help Pierce Transit plan for the next 30.
Join Pierce Transit to discuss:

· Prioritizing service

· Where you’d like to see improvements and least like to see reductions

· Regional connection

See the attached community design workshop brochure for a meeting near you. The workshop locations are also listed in the Rider Alert brochure. Plus, follow Pierce Transit’s progress, give your suggestions and sign up to get the latest updates at www.PTtomorrow.org or link to it from www.piercetransit.org.

Winner of Wheel Options campaign goes to Rome, Italy
The grand prize winner of the statewide Wheel Options campaign (Oct. 18–31) will be headed to Rome, Italy. Another statewide winner will receive a weekend getaway on the Victoria Clipper. The Pierce County grand prize winner will get a stay in Leavenworth, Wash., at the Enzian Inn. These are just a few of the many prizes. 
To enter the contests, employees must commute to work using another means than driving alone during the campaign weeks and register online at www.piercetrips.com by Nov. 6. You can access more information about Wheel Options at www.wheeloptions.org.
Community opportunities

Author Deb Caletti to speak at Tacoma's main library
Deb Caletti writes about teens. Teens who fall in love, get hurt, and maybe heal; teens who are passionate about things, who live complicated lives, and who are willing to fight for what they want—even if the odds are against them. Her writing is simple, yet powerfully eloquent. The award-winning author and National Book Award finalist will speak about her work at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 22 at Tacoma's downtown main library. Books will be available for purchase and signing at the event. For more information, call the library at 253.591.5666 or visit the library's Web site at www.tacomapubliclibrary.org. The author's appearance is a part of the Tacoma Public Library's celebration of Teen Read Week 2009.
WSAME fall conference Oct. 24

The Washington State Association for Multicultural Education (WSAME) will hold its annual fall conference on Saturday, Oct. 24, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at North Seattle Community College, 9600 College Way N., Seattle. For conference information, go to the Web site at www.wsame.org.

Latino Summit to be held at Bellevue College Oct. 16-17

The Latino Community Fund’s 2009 Summit on Oct. 16–17, will offer an unprecedented opportunity for Latinos and allies from multiple sectors to “Invest in the Future” by getting engaged in solutions-oriented training and planning that improves the health and well-being of the state’s Latino communities.
City to publicize volunteer opportunities

Tacoma’s weekly employee newsletter can publish any opportunities you have for city employees to volunteer their personal time with your non-profit (501c3) organization headquartered within city of Tacoma limits. E-mail take5@cityoftacoma.org with all the pertinent details. Opportunities would run in two issues of Take5. Send them by 10 a.m. on the Friday prior to the Monday publication to Take5 or call 253.591.2054. Please include at least your contact information including full name, phone number and e-mail in your ad. Business ads are not allowed. 
Preview zoo’s school programs publication

Take a peek at the preview of the new Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, Northwest Trek Wildlife Park and Tacoma Nature Center School Programs publication. “Please refrain from printing this piece since it will be coming to your school mailbox in October. Contact your school’s administrative office if you do not receive a hard copy of this information by Oct. 30,” said Cathleen McConnell, Academic & Community Programs manager at the zoo.

Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium field trip scholarship program 

Pt. Defiance Zoo & Aquarium field trip scholarships are currently only available for Tacoma Public Schools with 60 percent and above of their elementary students participating in the free and reduced lunch program. However, after Feb. 1, Tacoma Public Schools middle and high school scholarship applications will also be considered. 

Download a School Field Trip Scholarship Application from the School Programs page at www.pdza.org. 
Scholarship applications are considered and approved on a first come/first served basis. Schools that plan to visit the zoo before May 1, 2010, will be given special consideration. 
Read full story
Pierce County Graduation Summit Oct. 9

Click here for flyer of Graduation Summit, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Oct. 9

WorkForce Central has paid internships available
WorkForce Central has applications available from the extension of the Workforce Investment Act for 175+ work internship positions for young people, ages 18 to 24 who are out of school. Young adults will work a minimum of 20 hours a week up to 40 hours a week at the minimum wage of $8.55 per hour. Internships are a great way to gain valuable work experience. Young people can work up to 200 hours until the end of March. Placement depends on interests and skill level. Participants can start tomorrow. Pick up applications at REACH, 714 S. 27th St., Tacoma. Contact Korbett Mosesly, peer education and career advocate with the REACH program, at 253.573.6580 or 253.573.6590 for more information and times of the orientations and documents needed to apply for an internship.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Lutes’ visits last 31 years
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Lister E.S. third grader, Andrew McCalin, goes through the tunnel made by members of the Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) football team.
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Lister fourth grade teacher LaShelle Dralle and her student Ulani Meas slap hands with the PLU Lutes football players. 
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Fifth-grade teacher Bryan Johnson is barraged with hands from PLU Lutes football players.
Head Start BBQ enjoyed
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Chef Combo is part of the Head Start nutrition curriculum and visited the recent BBQ.
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At the Head Start BBQ, a boy “feeds” a mouth a bean bag.
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A variety of community services had tables at the Head Start BBQ. 
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A Madison Head Start student adds colors to her spin plate.
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A young girl makes bubbles at the Head Start annual BBQ.
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A Head Start family enjoys the food and good weather.
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Connie Rickman, right, school board director, and Angela Hawkins, assistant director of Head Start. share a moment at the annual BBQ.

Nurse Camp presenters
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Wilson H.S. students do a presentation on what they learned at Nurse Camp for the Optimist Club of West Tacoma. 
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Optimist Club members talk to Wilson students who attended Nurse Camp and get blood readings done by the students.
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Wilson Principal Dan Besett is inducted into the Optimist Club of West Tacoma by Superior Court Judge Waldo Stone.

Wilson Key Club raise funds 
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Wilson H.S. Key Club members who are raising funds to go to their annual conference held a fundraiser at Joeseppi’s Italian Ristorante. A student greets customers at the door.
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A Wilson student sets a table for customers at Joeseppi’s.
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Some Wilson students served meals at the Italian restaurant.
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A Key Club member talks with a couple at Joeseppi’s.
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Two Wilson students talk to a customer about buying raffle tickets.
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Wilson students fill water glasses at Joeseppi’s. Wilson and the Kiwanis sponsoring the Key Club split 25 percent of the proceeds that night at Joeseppi’s 

Quick Links
· Event Calendar
· Job openings
· News & Information
· Policies & Procedures
· Professional Development
· Staff classifieds
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