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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. 
Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Oct. 16: First Creek Middle School opening celebration, 6–8 p.m.
Oct. 18–24: America’s Safe Schools Week

Oct. 19–23: National School Bus Safety Week

Oct. 19: Career and College Night, UPS Field House, 5–8 p.m. Click here for details.
Oct. 23: Tacoma School Nutrition Association Octoberfest, Foss H.S., 5–8 p.m.
Oct. 24: United Nations Day; Make a Difference Day
Oct. 28: Tacoma Regional Drumline Festival, Lincoln Bowl, 6–8 p.m.

Nov. 1–30: District benefits open enrollment month
Nov. 1–30: American Indian Heritage Month

Nov. 1: Return to standard time

Nov. 2: United Way campaign begins 

Nov. 3: Election Day

Nov. 11: Veterans Day

Nov. 15–21: American Education Week

Nov. 18: National Education Support Professionals Day

Nov. 19: District benefits fair, 3–6 p.m., Professional Development Center

Nov. 21: Meeker holiday bazaar
Nov. 19: National Parental Involvement Day

Nov. 22–28: National Family Week

Nov. 26: Thanksgiving Day

News and updates
Stafford one of five PAL schools to be spotlighted

Stafford Elementary School is one of the five elementary schools in the Principals’ Arts Leadership (PAL) program spotlighted by ArtsEd Washington in its recent study for the schools’ best practices in arts education. Each school was identified as having a particularly strong and growing focus on arts in academics and the creative lives of students.

ArtsEd Washington, the Washington Alliance for Arts Education, works to inform, guide, inspire and support elementary school teams, led by principals, in the development and implementation of three- to five-year arts plans. Each plan reflects the individual school’s characteristics, community and opportunities for growth, and identifies the unique pathway for that school to offer high-quality instruction to their students in all four arts disciplines using existing and new resources. 

Read full story
National Honor Society makes baby blankets

Wilson High School National Honor Society students made baby blankets out of fleece material by taking remnants, putting two or more pieces together and tying fringe around the edges. The blankets will be donated to the Family Birth Center at St. Joseph Medical Center.”Sadly, many new moms cannot even afford to buy a blanket to take their baby home in,” said Joe Raniero, Wilson career counselor. The Honor Society students will present about 20 finished blankets to the Family Birth Center.
Clubs for Native students to start at schools

The Indian Education’s initiative to establish Native student specific leadership/clubs at all of the district’s middle and high schools is underway. David Syth, Indian Education coordinator, said, “We feel providing an opportunity for our Native students to participate in a leadership group unique to them is of utmost importance. Establishing a foundation is essential in the long-term projected success of the clubs. The clubs will focus on affirming identity, building community and cultivating leadership.”

Caroline Merryweather at Foss High School and Mark Ferguson at Wilson High School will serve as advisors to clubs at their respective schools. 

Contact David Syth at 253.571.1846 for more information.

Lincoln and Stewart share waiver day with First Creek
The Eastside’s joint waiver day was launched with Lincoln High School Principal Pat Erwin encouraging teachers to ask questions, provide feedback and think deeply about the whys and hows of instructional rounds.

Stewart Middle School Principal Krestin Bahr equated the purpose of these “scans” with medical rounds and discussed what it looks like when all kids “get it,” when instruction is rigorous or lacking, when the learning target matches the standard and the activity and when students are able to articulate their learning. 

Exemplars of snapshots from all three buildings were shared for feedback and reflection. In content area groups, colleagues discussed high-yield engagement strategies as well as how to increase the cognitive demand of learning activities. Administrators requested feedback regarding future professional development. The waiver day was informative and successful due to the hard work of Instructional Coaches Kimberly Olson and Denise Parrish and the hosts, First Creek Principal Delores Beason and her team of mighty Eagles.
Gray to help Tacoma Rescue Mission through donations

Sheila Swift, office coordinator at Gray Middle School, met with a director from the Tacoma Rescue Mission recently about having a group donation from Gray staff members. The director offered to bring a truck to the school, even on a monthly basis, to pick up donations for the organization.

 

The Tacoma Rescue Mission has several programs throughout Pierce County, including homeless shelters, some of which provide for some of our own Gray families, said Swift. “This will be a convenient way for us to help our community from our school location.” 

Gray staff members can let Swift know if they have clothing, towels, bedding, furniture, appliances, etc. that they could bring to school and have the Tacoma Rescue Mission pick up. The director will come to Gray personally to make the first pickup and give out a tax receipt if staff members want one.  He will also have volunteers who will unload/load donations. Swift added, “If you have large items that you are unable to get to Gray, he can take your name and address and arrange for a truck to pick up the items at your house.”

Tone to receive filled backpacks for homeless teens

The seventh annual Keith Allen Brokenshire Memorial Backpack Project is now underway to give homeless children served by the Tone Resource Center something special during winter holidays. Help the Brokenshire family honor Keith’s life and help teenagers by filling backpacks with personal and school supplies. The family collected 40 filled backpacks for teens last year and their goal is to get 60 filled. Click here for a list of the items needed for the backpack project.

Backpacks can be done as a group project, sponsored by a business or an individual. Cash donations will be accepted. Checks can be made out to the Tone Trust. You can also provide items individually. In addition, gently used coats or hoodies are needed in all sizes from infant to adult. Contact Vera Brokenshire at 253.861.3577 or e-mail her at vera.brokenshire@nustarenergy.com to arrange to get your donation to the project leaders.

First Creek holds Latino Night in Spanish

First Creek Middle School (FCMS) held its first Latino Information Parent Night in Spanish on Sept. 30, from 6 to 8 p.m. The evening was very well attended by First Creek Latino families, students and Community Partnership Organizations: Foundation for Multicultural Solutions, MultiCare Center for Healthy Living, Northwest Leadership Foundation, Tacoma Community House, WorldVision, Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest and Big Brothers and Big Sisters. 
Parents were enthusiastic and expressed great appreciation for the FCMS parent information either printed or explained in Spanish, according to Rachel Smith-Mosel, instructional facilitator. Topics included uniform code, online grades, planner use, PTA involvement and attendance policies. Students modeled appropriate and inappropriate ways to interpret uniform regulations as part of the evening’s agenda.
Principal Delores Beason and Secondary Director Miguel Villahermosa warmly welcomed families and encouraged their continued attendance at monthly family nights. Sincerest thanks to Community Partner Organizations, ASB Ambassadors and for the support of First Creek- Colleen Cline, Linda Milles, Lenora Olsen, Mrs. Escobar, Virginia Smith, and Isabel Grillet.
CIS of Tacoma reading tutors needed

Did you know that just one hour per week can make a big difference in the life of a child? With your assistance, an elementary school child can drastically improve his or her reading skills. According to one teacher, just 60 minutes per week working one-on-one with a child increases his/her skills and self-confidence. That is 60 minutes the classroom teacher cannot provide—but you can. “Teachers work hard, and we appreciate all they do. But, we realize that even with great educators leading classes, some students need that extra helping hand,” said Terry LeRud, Communities in Schools of Tacoma program manager. 

Communities in Schools of Tacoma works with four elementary schools in Tacoma:

Edison (5830 S. Pine St.); Fern Hill (8442 S. Park Ave.); Sheridan (5317 McKinley Ave.); and Sherman (4415 N. 38th St.). CIS of Tacoma provides training and support; you provide the time and compassion. If you can help, please call 253.571.1114 or 253.571.1139. 
Upcoming events
Foss students to plant fruit trees Saturday, Oct. 17

Foss High School will be a busy place Saturday morning, Oct. 17, as students and adults grab shovels and plant 39 fruit trees that will come in 10-gallon containers. One day these trees, obtained through a Fruit Tree Planting Foundation grant, will be used not only to teach students in a variety of subjects, but some of the harvest will be used to feed local communities.

Foss High School was awarded a fruit tree orchard grant from the Fruit Tree Planting Foundation’s “Fruit Tree 101” program, and students and volunteers will be planting the four-year-old fruit trees on Saturday, Oct. 17, at 9 a.m. at two locations on the Foss campus. A certified arborist will direct the plantings.

Read full story
Celebration of life for Kristine Taylor Oct. 17
Kristine Taylor with the Head Start/ECEAP program died from cancer on Oct. 10. Her family invites you to a celebration of her life on Saturday, Oct. 17, at 5 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 12115 Park Ave. S., Tacoma.

Lincoln to host drumline festival Oct. 28 

Lincoln High School will host the Tacoma Regional Drumline Festival on Wednesday, Oct. 28, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Lincoln Bowl at Lincoln High School. The admission is free. Local middle and high school drumlines will perform during the festival, sponsored by the Commencement Bay Washington Music Educators Association (WMEA). 

This is only the second year Lincoln has had a drumline, and the school will be entering both a varsity and junior varsity drumline in the festival. Others schools that have registered to date include Stadium High School, Meeker Middle School, Bellarmine Preparatory School, Peninsula High School and Garfield High School. 

Contact Peter Briggs, band, choir, orchestra and drumline director, at 252.571.6636 for more information. 

United Way campaign to run Nov. 2 to Dec. 4

The district’s 2009 United Way campaign will run from Monday, Nov. 2, through Friday, Dec. 4. The kick-off training meetings for building coordinators will be held twice on Tuesday, Oct. 20, at 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the fourth-floor board room at the Central Administration Building. Building coordinators are asked to attend one of the meetings. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Doss in the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Indian Education important dates set

The Indian Education program staff will hold a pow wow meeting on Nov. 18 from 5:30 –6:30 p.m. at the Madison Complex. The district pow wow date is May 8, 2010.

The graduation planning meeting will be held on Nov. 19 from 5:30–6:30 p.m. at the Madison Complex. The Indian Education program graduation is set for May 20, 2010.

Volunteers are needed for both committees. All meetings will take place at the Madison Complex, 3101 S. 43rd St., and each committee will meet every other month.  

Inidan Education is also looking for elders to volunteer a story, a song or a craft such as basket making. Call the Indian Education office at 253.571.1846 for more information. 
Parent advisory meetings set for 2009-10

Superintendent/parent advisory meetings for the 2009-10 school year will be held on Oct. 22, 2009, Jan. 14, 2010, March 25, 2010, and May 20, 2010, at the Professional Development Center, 6501 N. 23rd St., from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. Each principal is requested to bring two parents from his/her school to participate in the meeting.
Applause
Young Ambassadors selected

Congratulations to the newly selected Young Ambassadors. Recently 64 students tried out at DeLong Elementary School for the Young Ambassador program, which is in its 40th year. Toni Norling, physical education teacher, said 32 students were accepted as Young Ambassadors this year. Twenty-one were Young Ambassadors in the past and 11 students are new to the program. 

The athletes will begin practicing at DeLong on Thursday, Oct. 22 and will practice every Tuesday and Thursday at DeLong. The first halftime performance will take place in December. 
PLU Lutes work beside FCMS Eagles

The Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) Lutes football team flanked students and teachers at First Creek Middle School as awe-inspired sixth graders were dwarfed by the football players’ height and weight at the assembly. The First Creek students high-fived and ran drills right alongside the Lutes. Wide-eyed students soaked in every word spoken by Coach Scott Westering, who talked about doing your personal best, working hard and caring for yourself and others. The PLU Lutes will return to First Creek week after week for five weeks to mentor students and to insure our sixth-grade eagles soar!  Attaway Eagles! —Rachel Smith-Mosel, instructional facilitator and ASB advisor.
Tech tip
Clearing out uploads for online grades
If your students or parents are seeing inaccurate information with online grades, there might be a simple solution. Here is a video on how to clear out your uploads and send a new clean Basmati file back to TAD.
How to view the President’s speech to students
Here are the instructions for viewing the President’s speech with students in your classroom.
1. Launch a Web browser and go to the TPS home page at www.tacomaschools.org.
2. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click “Sign In” at the bottom right. 

3. Provide your network login and password. Your name will appear at bottom right indicating that you have logged in successfully. 

4. Click on the “Go to Staff Page” link right above your name. 

5. Find the “Videos” heading near the bottom of the center column. 
6. Click on the link “President Obama’s address to students.”

Please note:

· You can view the video in the browser window or click the link at the bottom of the page to view in a stand-alone player. On the PC, this will open the video in Windows Media Player. On the Mac, this will open in QuickTime Player in a new browser window. 

· Currently, this video WILL NOT play outside the district.
Professional development
Lockdown training at ESD 189

A “Staff, This is a LOCKDOWN!” one-day workshop by Crisis Reality Training will be held on Monday, Dec. 7, at the Northwest Educational Service District, 1601 R. Ave., Anacortes, Wash. Click here for details. 
Health information
November is open enrollment month
Open enrollment for The Sound Partnership benefit options will be held during November. Members and their spouse or domestic partner are welcome to attend one of the meetings that will be held throughout the district. You will also be able to get help with enrollment decisions. The meetings will be held at the following locations:
· Wednesday, Nov. 4: Mt. Tahoma H.S. staff lounge, 2:30–5:30 p.m.

· Monday, Nov. 9: CAB, fourth-floor auditorium, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.

· Tuesday, Nov. 10: Foss H.S. staff lounge, 2:30–5:30 p.m.

· Thursday, Nov. 12: Stadium H.S. library, 2:30–5:30 p.m.

· Tuesday, Nov. 17: Lincoln H.S. library, 2:30–5:30 p.m.

· Wednesday, Nov. 18: Wilson H.S., staff lounge, 2:30–5:30 p.m.

Mike Peterson, executive director for The Sound Partnership, said,” There will be major plan changes for 2010. It is imperative that TPS employees read their open enrollment materials, and they should attend one of the open enrollment meetings, especially if they have questions.”

To make your benefit elections for 2010, you must return your completed enrollment forms to The Sound Partnership office at CAB no later than Nov. 30. Your office coordinator will have enrollment forms. 

The benefits fair will be held on Thursday, Nov. 19, from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Professional Development Center, 6501 N. 23rd St. 

If you have any questions, please call The Sound Partnership at 253.571.1240.

Commute trip reduction

Wheel Options winner will go to Rome
The grand prize winner of the statewide Wheel Options campaign (Oct. 18–31) will be headed to Rome, Italy. To enter the contest, employees must commute to work using another means than driving alone during the campaign weeks and register online at www.piercetrips.com by Nov. 6. You can access more information about Wheel Options at www.wheeloptions.org.
Community opportunities

Bridge conference Oct. 19–20
The Bridge from School to Afterschool and Back 2009 conference will be held on Oct. 19-20 at the Vancouver Hilton Hotel and Conference Center, Vancouver, Wash. This two-day conference, Being a Catalyst for Innovative Change, is both visionary and responsive to audience needs. In this historic year, the Bridge Conference will provide many resources to help participants address challenges related to the struggling economy and position themselves to seize opportunities that may arise from the new national administration.

Visit the School’s Out Washington Web site for more conference information including speakers, workshops and a Global Literacy Post-conference training.
Workshop for educational successes Oct. 24

A workshop titled “Building Relationships for Educational Successes: Yes, We Can!” will be held from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Oct. 24, at The Evergreen State College Tacoma Campus, 1210 Sixth Ave., Tacoma. Workshop topics include:

· Enhancing language skills

· Networking through the educational system

· Empowering parents to engage in the education of their child(ren)
The NAACP Tacoma Branch, Tacoma Ministerial Alliance and Tacoma-Pierce County Black Collective are sponsoring the workshop. 

Door prizes include a $100 cash award and two $50 cash awards. Participation awards include $25 food cards/certificates. Participants must be present for the entire workshop to be eligible for prizes and awards.

Call Shiloh Baptist Church at 253.272.4949 to pre-register or for more information.

PCRS has intern opportunities available for students

Are you a high school or college student under the age of 21? Have you ever wondered what it is like to work at a small environmental agency? You may qualify to participate in the Puget Creek Restoration Society (PCRS) student/youth job training/internships program. Call Scott Hansen at 253.779.8890. 

  

PCRS has generously been given grant funds for bus transportation of elementary, middle and high school students to Puget Creek for students to assist in restoration projects. If you are a student, parent or teacher and would like to take advantage of this transportation, please contact the PCRS office. 

  

PCRS is offering unpaid internships to high school and college students in stream/habitat studies, volunteer coordination, GIS (with prior knowledge of GIS), office management and other fields of potential interest to students. PCRS also have research opportunities for anyone interested.

For more information, click here. 
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Wilson Homecoming Week
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Wilson H.S. students portray senior citizens as theme of the day during Homecoming Week.
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Wilson H.S. students dress up colorfully for Crazy Day.

Honor Society makes blankets
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Wilson H.S. National Honor Society students make baby blankets from fleece for mothers at the Family Birth Center.
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Wilson students cut edges of the blankets to make fringe to tie two pieces of fleece together.
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Career Counselor Joe Raniero was able to buy scrap pieces of fleece at a very reasonable price so 12 of his National Honor Society students could make blankets.
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National Honor Society students at Wilson spend hours putting together baby blankets to donate to the Family Birth Center.
Justice Fairhurst visits FCMS
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Supreme Court Justice Mary Fairhurst visited classes at First Creek Middle School and talked about the justice system.
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Connie Rickman, left, school board member, listens intently as Justice Fairhurst explains her job and answers student questions.
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Justice Fairhurst swears in First Creek ASB students as a The News Tribune photographer takes their picture.
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ASB students and adults watch as other students say their oath of office with Justice Fairhurst.
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Justice Fairhurst congratulates newly sworn in ASB students.
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Rachel Smith-Mosel, ASB advisor, right, watches as Justice Fairhurst shakes hands with new officers.
[image: image14.jpg]&

«@»

-




After swearing in ASB students, Justice Fairhurst poses with the First Creek students.
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ASB students sworn in by Justice Fairhurst give the thumbs-up sign with big smiles.
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All the newly sworn in ASB students pose with Justice Fairhurst and other adults.
Quick Links
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· Job openings
· News & Information
· Policies & Procedures
· Professional Development
· Staff classifieds
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