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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253-571-1015. 
Dates to remember
Oct. 11-14, 18-21: Flu shots (see schedule below)

Oct. 13: Whitman Elementary Candidate Forum, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 15: Mt. Tahoma High School 50th anniversary homecoming celebration

Oct. 20: Gray Middle School Literacy Night at the Library, 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Oct. 11-21: The Sound Partnership free flu shots (see story below)

Oct. 28: Wilson High School Show Choir and Jazz Choir concert

Oct. 28: First Creek Middle School Family Math Night

Nov. 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22: The Sound Partnership open enrollment (see story below)

SAVE THE DATE: Feb. 17: Tacoma Council PTA Centennial, LHS, 4:30 p.m.

Applause
District mail drivers deliver through sleet and hail and…
Tacoma Public Schools purchasing manager Steve Demel sent in more information on the district mail drivers applauded in last week’s Webucator.

 “Hardly anyone in the district knows that these inter-school delivery people are Teamsters who work out of the Purchasing Warehouse. The two primary drivers, Bobby Worthen and Randy Wheeler, go to every location in the district, including board of director’s homes, every day, including three times to CAB and twice to the US Post Office,” he said.
“The other three warehouse specialists, Clarence Lott, TJ Barrett and Brian Harris, are trained as back-ups, so just like with the USPS the mail gets delivered every day. As a bonus, our mail drivers deliver all small stock orders, allowing us to provide next-day delivery service on most school stock orders. They also deliver textbooks, equipment and audio-visual materials, and remove surplus equipment for the schools,” he concluded. 

Browns Point principal thanks director

Browns Point Elementary School Principal Pat Thomas sent a Smilebox photo of herself in a top hat, tipping her hat to Elementary School Education Director Don Lloyd: “Don, many, many thanks for your support and making yourself so available to assist our school. We tip our hats to you in gratitude.”

Upcoming events
KING 5 reporter Saint Bryan emcees Hilltop Artists fund-raiser
Award-winning reporter Saint Bryan of KING 5’s Evening Magazine will serve as master of ceremonies for the Hilltop Artists’ fourth annual fund-raising breakfast Oct. 6. Tickets are $10 for the event held at the Temple Theatre/Landmark Convention Center, 47 St. Helens Ave. The silent auction begins at 7 a.m. and the program runs from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. RSVP and purchase tickets by emailing info@hilltopartists.org.

Free educators’ night at Washington State History Museum
Educators will be wined, dined and toured Oct. 7 when the Washington State History Museum opens its doors for a free evening at the museum. Between 5:30 and 8 p.m., wine and refreshments will be served and 31 organizations will hand out information and free goodies. 

Guests may wish to use the free Link to get to the museum, as parking is fee-based and limited. Attendees are asked to bring their own bags to collect “goodies.” To RSVP, go to www.museumofglass.org/education/educator-night. For information, email schoolprograms@wshs.wa.gov.

WHS choir concert features soloists and Broadway medley
Wilson High School’s Show Choir and Jazz Choir will present two concerts at the Blue Mouse Theater, Oct. 28, at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. The Show Choir will perform a medley from the musical “A Chorus Line.” Both choirs will showcase featured soloists. For information or to purchase tickets, contact Wendy Shepherd, choir director, at 571-6156.

TPS accepting Highly Capable Advisory applications
Tacoma Public Schools is accepting applications through Oct. 22 for the Highly Capable Advisory Committee for 2010-2011. They can be requested by calling the Highly Capable Program Office at 253-571-1120. A description of the committee is included with the application, which can also be downloaded from the Web site at: http://www.tacomaschools.org/information/departments/challengehighlycapable/documents/HCAdvCommitteeApp.pdf.  
Save the date: Tacoma Council PTA Centennial celebration
Tacoma Council PTA will celebrate its milestone 100th birthday on PTA Founder’s Day, Feb. 17, at Lincoln High School Cafeteria and Auditorium, 701 S. 37th St., starting at 4:30 p.m. 

Tacoma Council PTA is inviting all past and current PTA leaders and members. If interested in helping plan and carry out this milestone gathering, please contact School Board Member Kim Golding, chair of the 100-year committee, at 253-906-8827, or email her at tacomapta@nventure.com. Want to help with the creation of a nostalgic display of your PTA’s history? Golding asks that you please inform your current PTA president.

Gray MS Literacy Night at South Tacoma Branch Library
Gray Middle School students and families are invited to South Tacoma Branch Library at South 56th Street and Puget Sound Avenue Oct. 13 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. to meet Gray’s literacy teachers, sign up for library cards and tour the public library.

Mt. Tahoma HS 50th Homecoming Tail Gate Celebration
Mt. Tahoma High School alumni and community members are invited to the 50th Anniversary Homecoming Tail Gate Celebration Oct. 15 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. in the school parking lot. Music from the last five decades will be presented on stage by Mt. Tahoma staff, students and alumni. There will also be food and vendor booths. 
Whitman PTA sponsors candidate forum 
Parents and community members are invited to attend a 29th Legislative District Candidate Forum, Oct. 13, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Whitman Elementary School. 

PTA legislative chair Tanya Taylor said legislative candidates will be asked what they will do to ensure the children of Tacoma have the very best opportunity for success. Refreshments will be served. For information, or to RSVP for child care, contact Taylor at 253-314-8632 or email whitmanpta@comcast.net.  

Young Ambassadors of Physical Education schedule tryouts

Young Ambassadors of Physical Education tryouts are scheduled Oct. 6, Oct. 7 and Oct. 8 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at DeLong Elementary for students in grades one through five. Students in the troupe of 36 ambassadors must demonstrate a high level of gymnastic and rhythmic ability and exemplary conduct in and outside of school.

The troupe travels from November through April, demonstrating, to a variety of audiences, physical activities showing the intent of physical education at the elementary level. For more information, contact Toni Norling at 253-571-5718.
News and updates
Mann Elementary’s new PTA plans Fall Festival
Mann Elementary School Principal Pat Kennedy is bursting with pride over her school’s new PTA and plans for an Oct. 22, 6 to 8 p.m., Fall Festival and Book Fair. Co-President Michelle Miller said they already have 51 PTA members, including 75 percent of the Mann staff, and a full roster of officers: Danielle Quinlisk, co-president; Valerie Markworth, vice-president; Andrea Borell, secretary; Stephanie Lipp, treasurer; and Kerry Cady, membership coordinator.
TPS announces resolution to 10-year enforcement action
Superintendent Art Jarvis was joined by Tacoma Public Schools officials, education leaders, coaches and student athletes at a news conference Wednesday to announce the achievement of equitable participation for girls (Title IX) in school sports and celebrate the end of a 10-year enforcement action by the United States Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights. 

WHS Key Club members make volunteering fun 
Last Friday afternoon, 27 members of the Wilson High School Key Club made over 300 sandwiches for the Tacoma Rescue Mission. Kiwanis Club of West Puget Sound provided the ingredients. 
Surplus property Web site now online
A new Web site listing active surplus property listings in Tacoma is now online at http://www.govme.org/govME2/service/Surplus/SurplusProperty.aspx. The Web site lists properties surplused by the city, Metro Parks, Tacoma Public Schools and Pierce County. The agencies worked in collaboration to create the new site, which includes links to various agency Web sites.

YMCA Youth and Government numbers swell at FCMS
First Creek Middle School students – 180 of them -- recently kicked off the 64th year of the Washington state YMCA Youth and Government Program, a partnership between FCMS and the YMCA.  Youth and Government curriculum features debate skills and provides students the opportunity to “run” the legislative branch of government in Olympia in May. First Creek Social Studies teacher Roger Moran’s eighth-graders and Rachel Smith-Mosel’s leadership class students are working with YMCA’s Don Brevik to prepare the First Creek delegation for Olympia.
Bryant Montessori visits Swiss Camp
Middle School students at Bryant Montessori stepped out of Washington and into the Swiss Alps last week at the Swiss Camp located in Bonney Lake. The theme of the camp was “leadership,” and all the work related to learning about being a leader. All students wrote daily reflections in their journals, and helped prepare meals, managing to cook all the meals in crock pots. 
Another important part of camp was community service. Students were responsible for staining picnic tables, making seat covers for the hall’s chairs, and clearing a field of rocks. Community service is an important part of the middle school program that allows teens to go outside of themselves and serve others.  Student Lilian Mangan sums it up best: “It was awesomely fun.” (The article above was written by student Rebecca Kyer and middle school teacher Laura Earnest.
TPS Superintendent Jarvis gives state budget update
Dr. Art Jarvis recently gave school board members an update on the current state of Washington’s operating budget and how he expects it to affect schools. He said, “We are still unable to determine what the actual impact of the state operating budget shortfall will be to Tacoma. We will keep you apprised as we learn more.” 
He noted that, although the governor issued an executive order directing a 6.3 percent across-the-board cut in the 2010-2011 state operating budget during the week of Sept. 13, it appears that the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction will not start making reductions in monthly allocations beginning in October.
“Our understanding is that they will continue to provide allocations and reimbursements at the 100-percent level until they run out of money. Under the current governor’s executive order, that would be sometime in May. As a result, it appears that the final resolution for the K-12 budget will be in the hands of the legislature,” Jarvis said.

Outstanding young volunteers sought
Outstanding young community service volunteers in grades five through 12 are being sought for the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program, which is co-sponsored by the National Association of Secondary School Principals. Applications, due Nov. 1, are available online at http://spirit.prudential.com or at www.principals.org/spirit. Those without Internet access may call 877-525-8491 for a paper copy.
TPS/Goodwill elementary school clothing drives begin
Tacoma Goodwill has invited Tacoma Public Schools to participate in the 2010 Donate and Change Lives campaign. Each elementary building principal wishing to participate will be asked to schedule dates when students and staff may donate gently used clothing and shoes for the Goodwill program. 

The winning class in each school wins a pizza party, and each participating school receives a recognition plaque. Donation representative Leslie Duprie will contact school offices to schedule drive and pickup dates. For more information, contact Duprie at duprie@tacomagoodwill.org. 
Professional interview skills workshop focuses on young adults
“Suited for Success,” a workshop focusing on young adults interested in making a good first impression in a job interview, will be Oct. 16 from noon to 3 p.m. Job seekers will discover what employers want and learn professional grooming tips. Sponsored by Advancing Women through Education (AWE), the workshop will be in the Olympic Room at Tacoma Library’s main branch, 1102 Tacoma Ave. S. There is no charge for attending. High school students are welcome to attend.

TransACT provides free help in 21 languages
Tacoma School District’s TransACT subscription provides free, immediate access to more than 100 ready-to-use forms and letters in 21 languages. Register at www.transact.com or contact TransACT representatives at 425-977-1200.
TPS Facebook stories now online

Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) has established its presence on Facebook and Twitter to better communicate with its families, employees and the community. Read the TPS Facebook stories and check the “Like” button to follow the news as it’s posted. 
Free online tutoring services available to students
The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is offering online tutoring services free of charge for all public middle and high schools in Washington. The online tutoring program supports foreign languages, math, science, social studies, English, business, college planning, state assessments, SAT and ACT. For more information, visit the Web site at http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/support/tutors/. 
Professional development and staff opportunities
Center of Excellence for Careers in Education boasts new blog
The Center of Excellence for Careers in Education has a new blog. You can find it by either going directly to the blog at www.careersined.blogspot.com or by clicking on “read our blog posts” from the home page at www.careersined.org. 
Tacoma kids can pursue city trivia
Elementary school students will get answers to historical trivia questions thanks to a new book donated to Tacoma schools by the Tacoma Historical Society. The book, “Tacoma’s Twenty-One Tales Every Student Should Be Able to Tell,” was published with the help of a grant from the Greater Tacoma Community Foundation. The Historical Society is giving 1,000 copies to Tacoma Public Schools. 
Vietnam Veterans Traveling Wall exhibit in Auburn Nov. 4 
Teachers, students and members of the public are invited to visit the Vietnam Veterans Traveling Wall between Nov. 4 and Nov. 7 at Auburn Veterans Memorial Park. The half-scale replica of the Washington, D.C. Vietnam Memorial Wall contains 58,249 names of those killed or missing in action in Vietnam. The exhibit, which includes a museum and computers with databases to help locate names on the wall, is open 24 hours a day at 411 E. St. NE. For more information, call 253-931-3043. 

The Sound Partnership schedules open enrollment meetings
Employees, spouses and domestic partners may attend The Sound Partnership open enrollment meetings. Benefit options and enrollment decisions will be discussed at meetings held on the dates listed below: 

· Nov. 3, Mt. Tahoma High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 8, CAB, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

· Nov. 10, Foss High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 15, Stadium High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 17, Lincoln High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 22, Wilson High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Free employee flu shots available
The Sound Partnership provides free flu shots to members, spouses and domestic partners and dependent children age 18 or older. Shots are 2 to 5 p.m. each day except Oct. 21, at Transportation Department, which is set for 9 a.m. to noon:
· Oct. 11, NE Tacoma Elementary

· Oct. 12, Foss High School

· Oct. 13, CAB

· Oct. 14, Building and Grounds

· Oct. 18, Mt. Tahoma High School

· Oct. 19, Stadium High School

· Oct. 20, Wilson High School

· Oct. 21, Transportation Department, 9 a.m. to noon
· Oct. 21, Lincoln High School

Shots also will be available at the Benefits Fair at the Professional Development Center on Nov. 18 from 3 to 6 p.m.
Unclaimed property sent to state after Oct. 15
Employees whose names are listed below are asked to contact the Finance Office, Central Administration Building, 601 S. 8th St., Rm. 200, or call 571-1202. They have un-cashed checks. If the amount is $50 or less, claimants receive cash immediately.
M. Andre; A. Balerud; S. Block; B. Dunn; S. Ervin; A. Ferguson; J. Caballero; D. Gibson; C. Johnson; R. Kelly; R. Lauzon; T. Lockridge; J. Long; L. Martinez; R. Mattich; V. Mayster; L. McCoy-Vadset; N. McKinney; A. Miller; K. Mohagen; C. Olson; S. Richardson; T. Sobko; J. Taylor; F. Trujillo; and, B. Whitfield. 

After Oct. 15, unclaimed monies outstanding for over a year are sent to the Washington State Unclaimed Property Section, as required by law. To claim funds after Oct. 15, go online to www.claimyourcash.org. 

WSU 4-H National Youth Science Day Oct. 6

Millions of young people across the nation will become scientists during the third annual 4-H National Youth Science Day Oct. 6. This year’s experiment, 4-H2O, will examine water quality, carbon dioxide and environmental impact. 

Teachers who register receive experiment guides and materials. Contact Christina Murray, 4-H program coordinator of after-school programs, at 253-798-3223, or email murraychristin@wsu.edu.

Environmental grants available to schools

Schools and non-profit organizations may apply for grants up to $5,000 from the Tacoma City Office of Sustainability. Projects must be postmarked by Oct. 29 and focused on transportation/fuel reduction, energy reduction, waste reduction/recycling or smart land use/livable neighborhoods. 
Possible projects could include: installing a passive thermal solar water heater; creating a YouTube video educating citizens on recycling in Tacoma; creating an urban agriculture project; or installing recycling stations at school. For information, call Catherine Taylor at 502-2223 or go to www.cityoftacoma.org/sustainability. 

PSESD fall newsletter online
The fall edition of the Puget Sound Educational Service District quarterly “One-to-One” newsletter is online at www.psesd.org/121. Featured are math and science resources, paraeducator resources and new classes and workshops. 

Professional Development restructures registration system 

The Professional Development (PD) online registration system has undergone a major restructure. The registration process was automated to improve service. Go to the district Web site Professional Development page to register for classes and log-in using your employee ID number. You will see a new view of a menu bar with filters. 
Tech tips

Easy Grade Pro: Create a password and back up grade book
It is time once again to create a grade book. According to Tech Tip contributor Lance Cadena, it is best practice to have a password on your grade book. In this video you will be shown how to add a password. It is also a great idea to back up your grade book to an off-site system. The second part of the video will show how to backup the grade book to your H:drive.The video link is: http://www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/departments/it/Pages/EasyGradeProProtection.aspx. 
Commute trip reduction

City of Tacoma needs bike and pedestrian counters
Want to directly impact biking- and walking-related transportation in Tacoma? Help track bicyclists and pedestrians in locations throughout the city by volunteering as an official counter Oct. 5 through Oct. 7. Volunteers at trails and intersections during peak commute hours will tally bicycles and pedestrians. For more information or to volunteer, contact the Cascade Bike Club at Tessa.greegor@cascadebicycleclub.org.

Vanpool information on user-friendly Web site
Pierce Transit’s Web site has had a facelift. Go to http://www.piercetransit.org/ and check out the user-friendly Vanpool pages. Also, you may access the transit newsletter by going to http://www.piercetransit.org/rideshare/pdfs/current_issue.pdf.
Community opportunities

Tacoma Queer & Allied Educators Network offers support

The Tacoma Queer & Allied Educators Network meets the second Wednesday of each month. The group’s mission is to support each other as they strive to make every school in Tacoma Public Schools a place where all families, students and staff are welcomed, support and celebrated. All are welcome to attend the meetings at 4 p.m. at Shakabrah Java, 2618 6th Ave.

Legislature decrees October Filipino American History Month 

Filipino American History Month will be celebrated for the first time this month, following the passage of a resolution by the Washington Legislature last spring.

Rey Pascua, resolution author and president of the Filipino-American Community of Yakima Valley, Inc., suggests schools celebrate the special month by encouraging dialogue and presentations from Filipino communities, welcoming cultural and historical performers and acknowledging Filipino American students and families. 
Join ‘Downtown: On the Go!’ in walking through Tacoma 
Tacoma’s Fall Walking Series starts tomorrow with a lunch-time stroll through Wright Park and the historic Stadium district. Meet in front of the white lions on 6th Ave. and enjoy cider and autumn treats. Other walks, held from noon to 1 p.m., include:

· Oct. 8, Downtown to Hilltop, meet at Woolworth’s on 11th and Broadway

· Oct. 15, South Waterfront to Tacoma Dome Station, meet at Union Station
· Oct. 22, North Waterfront to Theatre District, meet at corner of Broadway and 9th
· Oct. 29, Brewery District to South Downtown, meet in front of the Swiss
For more information on the Fall Walking Series and Walk Tacoma, become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! on Facebook.
Bird Lovers’ weekend at Museum of Glass
Museum of Glass and Finland’s iittala, Inc. are teaming up for a weekend dedicated to birds and bird enthusiasts Oct. 8 through Oct. 10. The three-day event will feature the debut of the limited edition Birds by Toikka designs. 
A lineup of bird-related activities will include: Hot shop demonstrations; the screening of a documentary of Toikka’s 50-year career; live bird visits from Pt. Defiance Zoo and Aquarium; public lectures; and bird related art activities in the studio. Saturday is family day and Sunday features a Bird Lovers’ Brunch from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Information is available online at: http://www.museumofglass.org/public-programs/bird-lovers-weekend/.
Wake Up for Wapato event Oct. 9 Wapato Lake

Instead of hitting the snooze button, folks are asked to Wake Up for Wapato and join the Friends of Wapato Lake from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 9 at the lake bathhouse, 6802 S. Sheridan Ave. 

Participants can take a boat ride with UW Tacoma Environmental Program students, visit with agencies working to develop a lake management plan, participate in water sampling, and join a planting, weeding or litter control crew. 

The event is free and open to the public. Snacks and water will be provided. For more information, visit www.metroparkstacoma.org/friendsofwapatolake. 

REACH offers young adult workshops
Resources for Education and Career Help (REACH) offers job and training opportunities for young adults 16-24. “Email for Employment” classes feature professional email etiquette training, including sending a resume to potential employers and organizing employment search correspondence. Classes are 10 a.m. to noon Oct. 12 and Oct. 26. 

REACH will also host a Law Enforcement Career Fair Oct. 8, 5 to 7:30 p.m. Classes and events take place at REACH headquarters, 714 S. 27th St. 

Tacoma Community College hosts art exhibition

The Gallery at Tacoma Community College is hosting a free art exhibition through Oct. 15. The Gallery, located on the TCC campus just off S. 12th St. between Pearl and Mildred streets, is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Fort Nisqually candlelight tours begin today 
Take a peek into 1859 during Fort Nisqually Living History Museum’s annual Candlelight Tours Oct. 1-2. Guided walking tours of the fort begin at 7 p.m. with only stars, campfires and candles to light the way. Visitors will encounter re-enactors portraying Hudson’s Bay Company laborers, servants, gentlemen and ladies. For ticket information, contact Fort Nisqually at 253-591-5339 or visit www.fortnisqually.org.
CPR Sunday open to public
Pierce County Department of Emergency Management is sponsoring CPR Sunday Oct. 10 at Foss High School featuring CPR and defibrillator practice. Attendees earn a CPR card upon completion of the class. Register online at www.CPRSunday.net or call 253-594-7979.
UPS holds Race and Pedagogy National Conference Oct. 28-30 
In Tacoma, top national commentators on education and race will be at the second Race and Pedagogy Conference at University of Puget Sound Oct. 28-30. They will address the topic of how to deal with issues of race and diversity in the classroom. Clock hour credits are available. Keynote speakers include: musician Harry Belafonte, Freeman Hrabowski III, Richard Delgado, Jean Stefancic and Lani Guinier. To register, go to www.pugetsound.edu/RPNC or www.twitter.com/univpugetsound. 
Browns Point photo corrections

Last week’s Webucator had photos of Browns Point students, staff and PTA members that were incorrectly captioned as part of a PTA kick-off. They were actually portraying the start of the second annual Rachel’s Challenge, a national program promoting positive behaviors such as kindness and compassion. Principal Pat Thomas said that this endeavor ensures that the school remains a safe place to learn as well as a place where children can become the best they can be. The Sept. 24 Webucator on the Tacoma Public Schools Web site displays the correct version of this story.
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Tacoma School District No. 10 complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Laurie Taylor, assistant superintendent, Human Resources, telephone 253-571-1252. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253-571-1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Jennifer Traufler, executive director, Student Services, telephone 253-571-1224. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, Disability Accommodations Office, telephone 253-571-1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
Bryant Montessori gardeners pull and dig
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Bryant Montessori students, staff and parents recently pulled weeds and added soil to their school garden in preparation for planting.
Zina Linnik Project supporters write letters
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McCarver student Shaunel Peterson writes letters to Oprah and Michelle Obama requesting support for Play in Peace Day and opening of the Zina Linnik Project at Wright and McCarver parks. The project fosters public safety and community gardens in parks.

Stafford starts year with FFL Kick Off
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Students Kenneth VanGrol-Pritchett and Alora Fuller help teacher Kris Carpenter kick off Stafford Elementary School’s Fact Fluency League by wearing favorite football jerseys. 
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Stafford student math proficiency is tracked this year on a giant football field poster as part of the Fact Fluency League. Teachers Kerry Granlund, left, and Tracy Gray sport jerseys at the kick off. 

WHS students raise funds, volunteer
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LtGen Jack Bergman came to a recent Wilson JROTC fund-raiser, long hair and all. The three-star general told students he has not cut his hair since retiring, in support of the Children with Hair Loss Foundation.
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Wilson High Schools student Taylor Clark and other Key Club members assist medical personnel from MultiCare Health System with sports physicals at First Creek Middle School.
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WHS Key Club held a fund-raiser at Joeseppi’s restaurant Monday night. McKayla Young (left) and Heather Gerrish pose with owner Joe Stortini.

Stadium breaks food collection world record
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Stadium High School supporters broke the Guinness Book of World Records for pounds of food collected, during the Fill the Bowl event Sept. 17-18. 
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Wearing T-shirts that read “Dancing with Carts,” Stadium High School students show off part of the half-million pounds of food gathered at the Fill the Bowl event.
First Creek steps out
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Coaches Rhonda Tabron and Linda Harris are thrilled by the outpouring of signups for the FCMS Step Team. Fifty students turn out for practice, and will perform at school and community functions in the future.
Blast from the Past…
School board member fought in Modoc Indian wars
Byron Barlow, school board member from 1882-1883, fought in the Modoc Indian wars in Oregon before being elected to the Washington Territorial Legislature in 1870 (where he was one of 13 to vote for women’s suffrage). 
After he moved to Commencement Bay to set up the first meat market in New Tacoma, he was elected to the 1890-1891 Legislature. 

Truancy was a problem
Truancy was a perennial problem in the early 1900s with frequent reports of children being employed illegally in mills and factories. Upon the recommendation of Supt. A.B. Warner, a special school for truants was established in 1904.
Superintendent Gault issues parental edicts
Announcement from Tacoma Public Schools:
Should a pupil’s rank in any branch of study, for any month, fall below 70, or the general average fall below 75, the cause should be fully investigated and if due to the negligence of the pupil, the parent should insist upon better results.

With proper care all maybe perfect in deportment. Parents should note carefully this part of the Monthly Report.

Industry includes diligence in study, attention in recitation, and ambition to excel as a student. This item should interest the parents.

Regular and prompt attendance is of the most importance. Parents should examine this part of the record.

Parents are cordially invited to visit the school often.

(Signed) F.B. Gault, Supt. 

__________________________
This information originated in “For the Record, a History of the Tacoma Public Schools, 1869-1984,” by Winnifred L. Olsen.
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