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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253-571-1015. 
Dates to remember
Oct. 11-14, 18-21: Flu shots (see schedule below)

Oct. 13: Whitman ES PTA Candidate Forum, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 13: Reed ES All School BBQ for Parent Lunch with Students

Oct. 15: Mt. Tahoma HS 50th anniversary homecoming celebration, 4 p.m.

Oct. 20: Gray MS Literacy Night, South Tacoma Public Library, 5 to 7 p.m.

Oct. 20: Reed ES, Parent/Principal Forum, 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 22: Reed ES PTA Fall Harvest Festival, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 28: Wilson HS Show Choir and Jazz Choir concert, Blue Mouse, 5 p.m.

Oct. 28: First Creek MS Family Math Night, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 28: McCarver McTakeover of McDonalds, 5:30 to 7: 30 p.m.

Nov. 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22: The Sound Partnership open enrollment (see story below)

Nov. 4: Lister ES, Candlelight Ceremony for Bill Wynne, 6 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE: Feb. 17: Tacoma Council PTA Centennial, LHS, 4:30 p.m.

Applause
Information Technology, Technology Services, Research rescue
Instructional Technology instructional facilitators Sherri Desseau and Emily Bannon came to the rescue of fellow TPS staff members last week, bringing along expertise and willing attitudes. School Performance Reports were due to the state from the Public Information Office and several challenges were bogging down production. They solved the problems; Emily unlocked security settings, and Sherri worked on three troublesome reports over the weekend on her own time and presented them, without glitches, Monday morning.

Technology Services specialist Kevin Humphrey helped out on the same project with SharePoint advice, and Assessment, Research and Evaluation coordinator Terry Easley made it the easiest test-score transfer ever with her emailed charts and graphs. On another project, Technology Services Data Center supervisor Karen Hase helped solve mysteries. What a talented crew!
In memoriam 
Former Lister teacher to be honored

A tree and plaque will be placed near Lister Elementary School entrance to honor Bill Wynne, a Lister teacher of 28 years who passed away in February. An informal “Candle Light Blessing” ceremony will take place at Lister on Nov. 4 at 6 p.m. 

Fellow teacher Skip Gillis said: “Mr. Bill was one of those unique educators who gave of himself time and time again. He will be truly missed by the entire Salishan community, in which he worked from 1970 to 1998, as well as by all his friends, former students, former colleagues, and, of course, his family. This gathering is open to all who knew and loved him.”  Please contact Gillis at 571-1017 for additional information.

Upcoming events
Retirement party scheduled for Trujillo 
Jesse Trujillo is retiring, and her friends and co-workers have planned a party on Oct. 28 at 3 p.m. in the Mt. Tahoma High School Library. For information please contact Micah Arneberg at 571-3723.

McCarver plans McTakeover
McCarver Elementary School will experience the first McTakeover at downtown McDonald’s on Tacoma Avenue Oct. 28. Teacher/librarian Britte Taylor invites “everyone” to stop by between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. to buy a food item or drink and help raise money for the McCarver Library. She noted that 25 percent of what is earned will be donated to purchase new books.

SHS alumni dinner/dance features Daryl and Diptones
Graduates of Stadium High School are invited to attend the Clint Names Dinner/Dance at Fircrest Country Club Oct. 23. All proceeds will benefit the SHS Athletic Department. Festivities featuring local band Daryl and the Diptones will begin at 6:30 p.m. To make reservations, email oldtigeranna@hotmail.com. 

Teacher Chang invites school groups to WeatherFest 2011
School groups may mount exhibits at the American Meteorological Society’s annual WeatherFest 2011 conference and join other exhibitors such as KING 5 News, KCPQ and the University of Washington. Exhibit applications are due Oct. 31.

First Creek Middle School science teacher Donna Chang is one of three Washington state science teachers helping local meteorologists plan for the event. Last year, more than 4,000 children and parents attended. For more information, visit the WeatherFest Web site at www.ametsoc.org/meet/annual/weatherfest.html or contact Chang at dchang@tacoma.k12.wa.us. 

WHS choir concert features soloists and Broadway medley
Wilson High School’s Show Choir and Jazz Choir will present two concerts at the Blue Mouse Theater, Oct. 28, at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. The Show Choir will perform a medley from the musical “A Chorus Line.” Both choirs will showcase featured soloists. For information or to purchase tickets, contact Wendy Shepherd, choir director, at 571-6156.

TPS accepting Highly Capable Advisory applications
Tacoma Public Schools is accepting applications through Oct. 22 for the Highly Capable Advisory Committee for 2010-2011. They can be requested by calling the Highly Capable Program Office at 253-571-1120. A description of the committee is included with the application, which can also be downloaded from the Web site at: http://www.tacomaschools.org/information/departments/challengehighlycapable/documents/HCAdvCommitteeApp.pdf.  
Save the date: Tacoma Council PTA Centennial celebration
Tacoma Council PTA will celebrate its milestone 100th birthday on PTA Founder’s Day, Feb. 17, at Lincoln High School Cafeteria and Auditorium, 701 S. 37th St., starting at 4:30 p.m. Tacoma Council PTA invites all past and current PTA leaders and members. 
If interested in helping plan and carry out this milestone gathering, please contact School Board Member Kim Golding, chair of the 100-year committee, at 253-906-8827, or email her at tacomapta@nventure.com. Want to help with the creation of a nostalgic display of your PTA’s history? Golding asks that you please inform your current PTA president.

Gray MS Literacy Night at South Tacoma Branch Library
Gray Middle School students and families are invited to South Tacoma Branch Library at South 56th Street and Puget Sound Avenue on Oct. 20 from 5 to 7 p.m. to meet Gray’s literacy teachers, sign up for library cards and tour the public library.

Mt. Tahoma HS 50th Homecoming Tail Gate Celebration
Mt. Tahoma High School alumni and community members are invited to the 50th Anniversary Homecoming Tail Gate Celebration Oct. 15 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. in the school parking lot. Music from the last five decades will be presented on stage by Mt. Tahoma staff, students and alumni. There will also be food and vendor booths. 
Whitman PTA sponsors candidate forum 
Parents and community members are invited to attend a 29th Legislative District Candidate Forum, Oct. 13, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Whitman Elementary School. 

PTA legislative chair Tanya Taylor said legislative candidates will be asked what they will do to ensure the children of Tacoma have the very best opportunity for success. Refreshments will be served. For information, or to RSVP for child care, contact Taylor at 253-314-8632 or email whitmanpta@comcast.net.  

Mann Elementary PTA plans Fall Festival
Mann Elementary School Principal Pat Kennedy is bursting with pride over her school’s new PTA and plans for an Oct. 22, 6 to 8 p.m., Fall Festival and Book Fair. Co-President Michelle Miller said they already have 51 PTA members, including 75 percent of the Mann staff, and a full roster of officers: Danielle Quinlisk, co-president; Valerie Markworth, vice-president; Andrea Borell, secretary; Stephanie Lipp, treasurer; and Kerry Cady, membership coordinator.
News and updates
Boze teacher wins ‘A Day Made Better’ award

Boze fourth-grade teacher Rebecca Powers was honored by Office Max for “A Day Made Better” on Oct. 6. She was presented with a custom-fitted teachers’ chair, a printer/scanner, digital camera and lots of classroom supplies. “We are very lucky to have her here as a teacher!” said co-worker Kris Andren. 
“A Day Made Better” is a national project founded by Office Max and nonprofit organization Adopt-A-Classroom to lead the fight to end teacher-funded classrooms. Annually in October, more than 3,500 Office Max associates surprise and honor more than 1,000 teachers at 1,000 schools across the country with $1,000 worth of classroom supplies. The project began in October 2007 and has since contributed to the funding of more than 10,000 classrooms. (Please see picture in the column to the right.)
Mother Earth Farms hosts Grant students
Grant Center for the Expressive Arts’ students from Delonna Livingston-Halliday’s and David Bader’s fourth-grade classes visited Mother Earth Farms, part of the Pierce County Emergency Food Network. Halliday said they were surprised to learn that most of the 140,000 people served by the farm each month have jobs but just need a temporary source of food. 

In preparation for an upcoming science unit, students learned about the plant cycle and helped harvest bean seeds for next year’s crops. They also learned about helpful bugs and insects and organic farming. (Please see pictures in the column to the right.)

Outstanding young volunteers sought
Outstanding young community service volunteers in grades five through 12 are being sought for the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program, which is co-sponsored by the National Association of Secondary School Principals. Applications, due Nov. 1, are available online at http://spirit.prudential.com or at www.principals.org/spirit. Those without Internet access may call 877-525-8491 for a paper copy.
TPS/Goodwill elementary school clothing drives begin
Tacoma Goodwill has invited Tacoma Public Schools to participate in the 2010 Donate and Change Lives campaign. Each elementary building principal wishing to participate will be asked to schedule dates when students and staff may donate gently used clothing and shoes for the Goodwill program. 

The winning class in each school wins a pizza party, and each participating school receives a recognition plaque. Donation representative Leslie Duprie will contact school offices to schedule drive and pickup dates. For more information, contact Duprie at duprie@tacomagoodwill.org. 
Professional interview skills workshop focuses on young adults
“Suited for Success,” a workshop focusing on young adults interested in making a good first impression in a job interview, will be Oct. 16 from noon to 3 p.m. Job seekers will discover what employers want and learn professional grooming tips. Sponsored by Advancing Women through Education (AWE), the workshop will be in the Olympic Room at Tacoma Library’s main branch, 1102 Tacoma Ave. S. There is no charge for attending. High school students are welcome to attend.

TransACT provides free help in 21 languages
Does your school serve students and their families who speak and read primarily in languages other than English? Tacoma School District’s TransACT subscription provides free, immediate access to more than 100 common, ready-to-use forms and letters in 21 languages. Register at www.transact.com or contact TransACT representatives at 425-977-1200.
TPS Facebook stories now online

Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) has established its presence on Facebook and Twitter to better communicate with its families, employees and the community. Read the TPS Facebook stories and check the “Like” button to follow the news as it’s posted.
The attached newsletter article gives information about a new, free, Web-based scholarship clearinghouse that matches Washington scholarship seekers with Washington  scholarship providers. For more information, please read here. 
Free online tutoring services available to students
The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is offering online tutoring services free of charge for all public middle and high schools in Washington. The online tutoring program supports foreign languages, math, science, social studies, English, business, college planning, state assessments, SAT and ACT. For more information, visit the Web site at http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/support/tutors/. 
Professional development and staff opportunities
New, free online site matches scholarship seekers and providers

The attached newsletter article gives information about a new, free, Web-based scholarship clearinghouse that matches Washington scholarship seekers with Washington  scholarship providers. For more information, please read here. 

Employee Self Service online information sessions open
Employee Self Service (ESS) sessions are available for employees, coaches and substitutes to learn how to access pay check information, benefits, leave balances and professional development hours online. Register via the Professional Development calendar. Sessions are information only; no PEP credit or clock hours are available. However, employees with individual in-service hours may use those if attending on non-work time.
· Oct. 13, 4:30 to 5 p.m., PDC, Room 1

· Oct. 19, 3:30 to 4 p.m., PDC, Room 4

· Oct. 20, 4:30 to 5 p.m., PDC, Room 1

· Oct. 26, 3:30 to 4 p.m., PDC, Room 4

· Oct. 27, 4:30 to 5 p.m., PDC, Room 5
Center of Excellence for Careers in Education boasts new blog
The Center of Excellence for Careers in Education has a new blog. It can be found by either going directly to the blog at www.careersined.blogspot.com or by clicking on “read our blog posts” from the home page at www.careersined.org. 
Tacoma kids can pursue city trivia with new book
Elementary school students will get answers to historical trivia questions thanks to a new book donated to Tacoma schools by the Tacoma Historical Society. The book, “Tacoma’s Twenty-One Tales Every Student Should Be Able to Tell,” was published with the help of a grant from the Greater Tacoma Community Foundation. The Historical Society is giving 1,000 copies to Tacoma Public Schools. 
Vietnam Veterans Traveling Wall exhibit in Auburn Nov. 4-7 
Teachers, students and members of the public are invited to visit the Vietnam Veterans Traveling Wall from Nov. 4 to 7 at Auburn Veterans Memorial Park. The half-scale replica of the Washington, D.C., Vietnam Memorial Wall contains 58,249 names of those killed or missing in action in Vietnam. The exhibit, which includes a museum and computers with databases to help locate names on the wall, is open 24 hours a day at 411 E. St. N.E. For more information, call 253-931-3043. 

The Sound Partnership schedules open enrollment meetings
Employees, spouses and domestic partners may attend The Sound Partnership open enrollment meetings. Benefit options and enrollment decisions will be discussed at meetings held on the dates listed below: 

· Nov. 3, Mt. Tahoma High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 8, CAB, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

· Nov. 10, Foss High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 15, Stadium High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 17, Lincoln High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 22, Wilson High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Free employee flu shots available
The Sound Partnership provides free flu shots to members, spouses and domestic partners and dependent children age 18 or older. Shots are 2 to 5 p.m. each day except Oct. 21 at Transportation Department, which is set for 9 a.m. to noon:
· Oct. 11, NE Tacoma Elementary

· Oct. 12, Foss High School

· Oct. 13, CAB

· Oct. 14, Building and Grounds

· Oct. 18, Mt. Tahoma High School

· Oct. 19, Stadium High School

· Oct. 20, Wilson High School

· Oct. 21, Transportation Department, 9 a.m. to noon
· Oct. 21, Lincoln High School
Shots also will be available at the Benefits Fair at the Professional Development Center on Nov. 18 from 3 to 6 p.m.
Unclaimed property sent to state after Oct. 15
Employees whose names are listed below are asked to contact the Finance Office, Central Administration Building, 601 S. 8th St., Rm. 200, or call 571-1202. They have un-cashed checks. If the amount is $50 or less, claimants receive cash immediately.
A. Balerud; S. Block; A. Ferguson; J. Caballero; D. Gibson; C. Johnson; R. Kelly; R. Lauzon; T. Lockridge; J. Long; L. Martinez; L. McCoy-Vadset; N. McKinney; K. Mohagen; C. Olson; S. Richardson; J. Taylor; F. Trujillo; and, B. Whitfield. 

After Oct. 15, unclaimed monies outstanding for over a year are sent to the Washington State Unclaimed Property Section, as required by law. To claim funds after Oct. 15, go online to www.claimyourcash.org. 

Environmental grants available to schools

Schools and non-profit organizations may apply for grants up to $5,000 from the Tacoma City Office of Sustainability. Projects must be postmarked by Oct. 29 and focused on transportation/fuel reduction, energy reduction, waste reduction/recycling or smart land use/livable neighborhoods. 
Possible projects could include: installing a passive thermal solar water heater; creating a YouTube video educating citizens on recycling in Tacoma; creating an urban agriculture project; or installing recycling stations at school. For information, call Catherine Taylor at 502-2223 or go to www.cityoftacoma.org/sustainability. 

PSESD fall newsletter online
The fall edition of the Puget Sound Educational Service District quarterly “One-to-One” newsletter is online at www.psesd.org/121. Featured are math and science resources, paraeducator resources and new classes and workshops. 

Professional Development restructures registration system 

The Professional Development (PD) online registration system has undergone a major restructure. The registration process was automated to improve service. Go to the district Web site Professional Development page to register for classes and log-in using your employee ID number. You will see a new view of a menu bar with filters. 
Tech tips

Who’s Who? Access online TPS Organization Chart 
Who’s who and in charge of what in Tacoma Public Schools? Get your own Organization Chart, with names, titles and telephone  extensions, by following this procedure: go to the district home page at www.tacomaschools.org and sign in; go to Staff Page; Internal Documents; Organization Chart. 
Easy Grade Pro tip to bring grade sheet lines back
Teachers are asking the Technology Services team how to bring the lines back for the grade sheet in the new version of Easy Grade Pro. The older versions had them as a default. Here is a short video on how to get your lines back in your grade book, making it easier to read: http://www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/departments/it/Pages/EasyGradePro-ColorGradient.aspx. 

Commute trip reduction
Latest Downtown on the Go! newsletter now online

The latest Downtown on the Go! Newsletter is available with information about: commuting contests, seasonal walks around downtown and a new grant program for sustainable projects. Read it here.  
Downtown buses detour around UWT on Pacific Avenue Oct. 8

On Friday, Oct. 8, the following downtown roads will be closed due to a rally at the University of Washington Tacoma campus beginning at 6:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Pacific Avenue to Market Street & S. 17th Street to S. 21st Street will be closed.  There will be no traffic and no Tacoma Link light rail in those areas.  All downtown buses will be on detour.  Buses will pick up at S. 24th Street and Pacific, and drop off at S. 12th Street and Commerce. For more information go to www.piercetransit.org.

Pierce Transit posts Link and Sounder schedules

Pierce Transit & Sound Transit Rider Alerts, and Sound Transit Sounder Schedule for October are in the PDF links below. The attached Sound Transit Tacoma Link Schedule is still current from February. For more information, go online to www.piercetrips.com. 
2010 Fall Wheel Options Campaign 

A $2,500 grand prize is being offered during the 2010 Fall Wheel Options Campaign Oct. 17 through 30. When you try a Wheel Option – carpool, vanpool, bus, train, and bicycle, walking, working from home or not commuting because of compressed work schedule – you’re eligible to win the grand prize.
Record tips using the Pierce Trips Commute Calendar by Nov. 5 and be eligible for other prizes, such as a vacation for two at Sun Mountain Lodge in Winthrop, a spa Getaway at Chrysalis Inn in Bellingham or an Apple iPad. For more information, go online to www.piercetrips.com.  
Pierce Transit raises fares
Pierce Transit announced that local adult cash fares will increase to $2, effective Nov. 1. The monthly Puget Pass will be $72, up from the current $63 monthly pass. For more information, go online to www.piercetransit.org.
Join ‘Downtown: On the Go!’ to walk through Tacoma 

Tacoma’s Fall Walking Series starts tomorrow with a lunch-time stroll through Wright Park and the historic Stadium district. Meet in front of the white lions on Sixth Avenue and enjoy cider and autumn treats. Other walks, from noon to 1 p.m., include:

· Oct. 8, Downtown to Hilltop, meet at Woolworth’s on 11th and Broadway

· Oct. 15, South Waterfront to Tacoma Dome Station, meet at Union Station

· Oct. 22, North Waterfront to Theatre District, meet at corner of Broadway and 9th
· Oct. 29, Brewery District to South Downtown, meet in front of the Swiss

For more information on the Fall Walking Series and Walk Tacoma, become a fan of Downtown: On the Go! on Facebook.
Vanpool information on user-friendly Web site
Pierce Transit’s Web site has had a facelift. Go to http://www.piercetransit.org/ and check out the user-friendly Vanpool pages. Also, you may access the transit newsletter by going to http://www.piercetransit.org/rideshare/pdfs/current_issue.pdf.
Community opportunities

Bates offers Effective Parenting with Positive Discipline classes

Bates is offering a fall series of six weeks of Effective Parenting with Positive Discipline on Mondays from Oct. 18 through Nov. 22 from 6 to 8 p.m. Targeted for parents with children ages 2 to 18, classes focus on winning cooperation, building relationships and reducing struggles. There is a $65 fee. To register, call 253-680-7500 or go online to www.bates.ctc.edu/homefamily. 

YWCA Pierce County dedicates new domestic violence shelter

YWCA will celebrate the dedication of a new domestic violence shelter with a Room to Dream Designer Showcase Oct. 22, 2 to 7 p.m. and Oct. 23, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The new shelter is at 401 St. Helens Ave.

The public is invited to tour 22 apartments designed and furnished by local professional interior designers. The showcase, modeled after the Street of Dreams house tours, costs $10 admission, with all proceeds going to the YWCA. For more information, email Kelly McDonald at kmcdonald@ywcapiercecounty.org. 

Tacoma Queer & Allied Educators Network offers support

The Tacoma Queer & Allied Educators Network meets the second Wednesday of each month. The group’s mission is to support each other as they strive to make every school in Tacoma Public Schools a place where all families, students and staff are welcomed, support and celebrated. All are welcome to attend the meetings at 4 p.m. at Shakabrah Java, 2618 Sxith Ave.

Legislature decrees October Filipino American History Month 

Filipino American History Month will be celebrated for the first time this month, following the passage of a resolution by the Washington Legislature last spring.

Rey Pascua, resolution author and president of the Filipino-American Community of Yakima Valley, Inc., suggests schools celebrate the special month by encouraging dialogue and presentations from Filipino communities, welcoming cultural and historical performers and acknowledging Filipino American students and families. 
Bird Lovers’ weekend at Museum of Glass
Museum of Glass and Finland’s iittala, Inc. are teaming up for a weekend dedicated to birds and bird enthusiasts Oct. 8 through Oct. 10. The three-day event will feature the debut of the limited edition Birds by Toikka designs. Saturday is family day and Sunday features a Bird Lovers’ Brunch from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Information is available online at: http://www.museumofglass.org/public-programs/bird-lovers-weekend/.
Wake Up for Wapato features cleanup, planting, weeding
Instead of hitting the snooze button, folks are asked to Wake Up for Wapato and join the Friends of Wapato Lake from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 9 at the lake bathhouse, 6802 S. Sheridan Ave. 

Participants can take a boat ride with UW Tacoma Environmental Program students, visit with agencies working to develop a lake management plan, participate in water sampling, and join a planting, weeding or litter control crew. The event is free and open to the public. Snacks and water will be provided. For more information, visit www.metroparkstacoma.org/friendsofwapatolake. 

Job fair and young adult workshops at REACH
Youth between the ages of 16 and 24 looking for a job, career start or chance to connect with local employers are welcome to attend the Resources for Education and Career Help (REACH) Job Fair Oct. 21 from 3 to 5:30 p.m.

REACH offers job and training opportunities for young adults. Classes called “Email for Employment” will be Oct. 12 and Oct. 26 from 10 a.m. to noon. All activities are scheduled at the REACH center, 714 S. 27th St. To contact REACH, call 573-6590.
Tacoma Community College hosts art exhibition

The Gallery at Tacoma Community College is hosting a free art exhibition through Oct. 15. The Gallery, located on the TCC campus just off S. 12th St. between Pearl and Mildred streets, is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

CPR Sunday open to public
Pierce County Department of Emergency Management is sponsoring CPR Sunday Oct. 10 at Foss High School featuring CPR and defibrillator practice. Attendees earn a CPR card upon completion of the class. Register online at www.CPRSunday.net or call 253-594-7979.
UPS holds Race and Pedagogy National Conference Oct. 28-30 
In Tacoma, top national commentators on education and race will be at the second Race and Pedagogy Conference at University of Puget Sound Oct. 28-30. They will address the topic of how to deal with issues of race and diversity in the classroom. Clock hour credits are available. Keynote speakers include: musician Harry Belafonte, Freeman Hrabowski III, Richard Delgado, Jean Stefancic and Lani Guinier. To register, go to www.pugetsound.edu/RPNC or www.twitter.com/univpugetsound. 
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Tacoma School District No. 10 complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Laurie Taylor, assistant superintendent, Human Resources, telephone 253-571-1252. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253-571-1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Jennifer Traufler, executive director, Student Services, telephone 253-571-1224. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, Disability Accommodations Office, telephone 253-571-1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
African Acrobats amaze Franklin students
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African Dance and Drum Troupe members entertain Franklin Elementary students with drumming, dancing, acrobatics, stilt-walking and innovative choreography.  
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‘Who can move like this?’ a troupe member asks delighted Franklin students.  

Key Club students recycle medical supplies
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Wilson HS Key Club members Taylor Torgerson (left) and Shelby Swofford ‘test’ a defibrillator while volunteering on The Gathering Project, an organization that furnishes  medical supplies for third-world countries. 
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Pro Start students Melanie Aguilera (left), Josh Rocco and Hayley Rivas, served snacks to parents at Wilson High School’s open house.
Students learn about feeding the hungry
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Mother Earth Farms was a growing experience for Grant Center for the Expressive Arts students.
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Grant students help glean the harvest at Mother Earth Farms.
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Who doesn’t love listening to a story? Grant students sit in a makeshift reading room while at Mother Earth Farms.
Boze teacher a winner
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Rebecca Powers receives the annual “A Day Made Better” award from Office Max representatives and Boze Elementary School Principal Wendy Pye-Carter.
Blast from the Past…
Tacoma offers high school classes despite no state $
High school classes were offered (in 1884) even though Washington Territory did not authorize spending money for public education beyond the eighth grade. J. D. Robb, Central’s first principal and Tacoma’s first school superintendent, taught the high school classes, as did the next principal/superintendent Edmund P. Young.
With an enrollment of 330 students, Tacoma’s high school in 1893-1894 was the largest secondary school in the state. 

Central High School  closes one month early 
Growth in New Tacoma and Central School was phenomenal, even though school funds were depleted in 1885 because of delinquent taxes and Central School had to be closed a month earlier than expected. 
Build now, pay later
The first school built by East Tacoma School District 13 was a two-story frame structure erected during the months of February and March 1875 on Lots 23-24, Block 08, New Tacoma (North School, S. 4th St. and St. Helens Ave.).

The District directors evidently had faith in the community, for several months later they met to discuss how they would raise the $1,600 they had spent building and furnishing the schoolhouse! They decided to levy a nine-mill tax.

__________________________ 
This information originated in “For the Record, a History of the Tacoma Public Schools, 1869-1984,” by Winnifred L. Olsen.
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