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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to Remember
Nov. 1–30: American Indian Heritage Month

Nov. 2: Daylight Savings Time ends; turn clocks back one hour
Nov. 3: United Way campaign begins Nov. 3
Nov. 4: Election Day. Remember to vote.
Nov. 11: Veterans Day

Nov. 16–22: American Education Week
Nov. 24: 12:01 p.m., school board meeting (note time, day change)

News and updates

Foss math teacher earns Golden Apple Award

For the second year in a row, a Foss High School teacher has been selected for a KCTS 9 Golden Apple Award. This year, Foss math department chair and teacher Robert Yuong, is one of eight educators and two programs that will receive a 2008 Golden Apple Award from a field of more than 200 nominations.

KCTS 9, PEMCO Insurance and the School Employees Credit Union of Washington sponsored the 17th annual Golden Apple Awards for eight individuals and two programs that are making a difference in Washington state education in grades pre-K–12. The winners will be honored at a ceremony in January 2009 in Seattle, which will be recorded for broadcast on public television statewide.

“Every one of us can look back to a favorite teacher and trace a direct path to how that person made us who we are today,” said Bill Mohler, KCTS Television president and CEO. “The teachers that we honor with this award are those teachers, setting the course of our state’s future by the efforts they put forth today.”

Foss Principal Thu Ament said, “Yuong is a unique person who brings a wealth of energy and dedication to teaching. His life experiences have enriched Foss for many years. He has a deep appreciation for and understanding of multicultural issues and uses that in his teaching. He has a tremendous heart for helping students achieve. In all his endeavors, the most striking attributes are his dedication, work ethic and leadership skills.” 
Continued
Foss JROTC unit earns Distinguished Unit Award

The Foss High School Air Force Junior ROTC unit was one of 328 units out of 879 worldwide selected to receive the 2007-08 Air Force Junior ROTC (JROTC) Distinguished Unit Award—the third year in a row the Foss cadets have earned this award. The award recognizes Air Force JROTC units that have performed above and beyond normal expectations and distinguished themselves through outstanding service to their school and community while meeting the Air Force JROTC mission of producing better citizens for America. The 104 cadets enrolled last school year were under the direction of Maj. James H. Phillips Jr. and Chief Master Sgt. Steve Allen.

Continued
Stanley students test skills in Young Athletes activities

Wearing Special Olympic Youth Athletes T-shirts, they tromped around the Stanley Elementary School gym to music just as Olympic athletes parade around a stadium at the start of events. Then nearly 190 students tested their physical skills at numerous stations manned by fifth-grade helpers and parent volunteers. Stanley is the first district school to participate in the Young Athletes program, sponsored by Special Olympics Washington. 

Stanley students, ages two to seven, in Head Start, kindergarten and first and second grades, in addition to students in Stanley’s special education programs, warmed up by singing and doing the stretching movements to “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes.” 

They then rotated through the stations where they kicked balls, tossed balls through hoops, walked and jumped on stars in a circle, balanced on narrow pads and knocked balls off cones using a bat or paddle, among other activities. At the end of each of the three morning sessions, the athletes each received a gold medal on a ribbon. 

John Borgognoni, sports and program director for Special Olympics Washington (SOWA), emceed the event and culminated each session with students receiving the medals and treats.
Continued 

District to reformat checks, direct deposit information

The district is changing its check stock to a new format. Beginning Nov. 20 for classified staff and Dec.1, for certificated staff, employees will no longer receive a paycheck or direct deposit advice notification in an envelope. 

While there will be no changes to the information displayed, the district is taking advantage of new technology that enables paychecks and direct deposit advice notifications to be pressure sealed. Both paychecks and direct deposit advice notifications will be opened easily by tearing the perforated edges along three sides. For more specific information, employees can follow the printed directions on the paycheck or direct deposit advice notification. Call Payroll at 253.571.1236 if you have any questions.

Geiger’s numbers change

New main telephone number is 253.571.6800 and the fax number is 253.571.6850.

Fawcett uses new laptops in mock election

On Tuesday, Oct. 28, Susan Royce Duncan’s fifth-grade students participated in the Washington State Mock Election. Students voted electronically via the Secretary of State Web site on the school’s new district laptops. The lesson plans from the Office of the Secretary of State fulfilled the required classroom-based assessment (CBA) and materials from the Pierce County Auditor’s Office. Using the lesson plans, students have been learning about the importance of voting, the cause and effect of voting or not voting and a glossary of election terms. 

The fifth graders also came up with the slogan, “Voting is Important,” and created posters using this slogan. Students also developed a list of five questions to ask family members about voting. They shared their responses with their classmates. “This has been an informative and exciting time learning about the importance of voting, and students now understand that every voter has a voice when they exercise their right to vote,” said Royce Duncan.
Edison learns about power of the vote

Students in fifth grade at Edison Elementary school are learning about the power of the vote. Each of the four classes held a mini-primary to select one candidate for each of the four ASB positions: president, vice president, treasurer and secretary. These candidates are currently busy campaigning with posters, hand shaking and doing small surveys about what students want at Edison. On Monday, Nov. 3, the candidates will give speeches to their third- through fifth-grade constituents who will then cast their ballots on Election Day, Nov. 4. Lisa Du Charme is the ASB advisor at Edison.
Aerospace program deadline Nov. 7
High school juniors can apply for the Washington Aerospace Scholars (WAS) program through Nov. 7. WAS encourages students from across Washington to explore the challenges and opportunities awaiting them in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). Through the WAS program, students will explore career options in STEM where there is a national shortage in these fields.

WAS provides students opportunities to study a NASA-based curriculum, work with professional engineers and scientists, visit engineering facilities and compete in hands-on engineering challenges. From January to May, students in the WAS program will complete a series of Web-based lessons centering on the history and future of space exploration. There is no cost for the program, and includes travel, meals and lodging.
Continued
Gault art students study Day of the Dead exhibit at TAM

“Is Cesar Chavez a famous soccer player?” inquired a young Gault Middle School art student as he began to interpret the “ofrenda” (tribute alter) at the fourth annual Dia de los Muertos feature exhibit at the Tacoma Art Museum (TAM). The Day of the Dead is a powerful, symbolic celebration honoring loved ones who have passed away. Ancient and New World traditions and folk customs are combined in the celebration.

“No, but look closer at the clues,” urged the TAM docent. “What do you see?” As students bantered back and forth about their observations, his question was soon answered. Terese Cuff, Gault’s art teacher who has coordinated the TAM trip for several years, was pleased by the level of engagement she observed in the students.
Continued
Meeker New Zealand fundraiser Nov. 8 

Meeker Middle School’s New Zealand exchange program will hold a bunko and poker auction fundraiser on Saturday, Nov. 8, from 6 to 11 p.m., at the Centre at Norpoint, 4818 Nassau Ave. N.E., Tacoma. Proceeds will be used to defray costs of Meeker students going to New Zealand in February 2009 in a cultural exchange.
The cost will be $30 and includes heavy appetizers and adult beverages, coffee, pop or water. There will special prizes for the winners. Contact Marty Markey at martymarkey@comcast.net or 253.222.2682 for more information. 
Lizard needs a classroom

Charles Abernathy at 253.627.4413 has a Sudan plated lizard to donate free to a teacher or classroom. As a member of the Pacific Northwest Herpetological Society, Abernathy, along with his wife, gave presentations on reptiles in schools. The Abernathys have a two-by-two-foot tank to donate with the lizard which is about 10 years old and does not need live food.  

Applause
Wilson students collect food for Humane Society

CTE Instructor Marilyn Oviatt at Wilson High School coordinated a pet food drive to help the Tacoma Humane Society replenish its food supplies. The Humane Society was running out of pet food and asked the community for help. Wilson staff and students collected more than 1,000 pounds of pet food.
Christina Weaver commended

I just wanted to acknowledge the fabulous customer service supplied by Christina Weaver in Finance. She continually goes above and beyond the call of duty. Recently I had to spend several hours past my regular work time in processing our school’s fundraiser. I was having some severe issues with my receipt printer, regular printer, etc. Christina not only worked out those issues for me, but also set me up to complete the processing of my fundraiser by re-routing so I could print everything in her office. Then, she stayed as late as I needed to complete the work around 7:30 p.m., or so. It’s people like Christina that make my day, job and life easier. Thanks so much! —Janet Caldon, office coordinator, Lister E.S.

Tone thanks district employees

Sometimes departments in this district can work together like a well-oiled machine and problems are solved and everything works out beautifully. This has been our experience at Tone Resource Center working with Crystal Dillinger in the Purchasing Department and Napoleon Williams and Clarence Lott in the warehouse.  Thank you so much for all of your help. What a team! —Staff at Tone Resource Center

 

Kudos to the family involvement project at Grant 

Grant Center for the Expressive Arts was full of fun with its Family Game Night held on Oct. 17. Families turned out with their favorite board games and lots of energy to play and chat the night away. Popcorn was free and pizza was $1 a slice, so many families made the event their dinner as well.
 

The Family Involvement Project sponsored the evening. It is the goal of this group to involve all members of a family in the activities of the school. Children whose families are active in their schools tend to do better academically as a whole. Families are encouraged to "adopt" a child for an event if they know of a family for whom attendance would be difficult. As usual, non-perishable food items were welcomed for local food banks.  
Hunt thanks grocery owners, graduation specialist
Hunt Middle School would like to send a huge thank you to Lyn and Ken Lowe, owners of the Tacoma 6th Ave Grocery Outlet, our community partner, for a donation towards our Middle Years Programme (MYP) dinner and celebration to be held on Dec. 4. We appreciate your support. 

Preparing our students to be ready for high school while still middle school students takes collaboration amongst staff members. During a recent visit to Hunt, Liu Johnson, graduation support specialist at Foss High School, led a discussion on how to prepare our middle school students for the next step. Through his expertise, staff are more aware of strategies to use. We appreciate your willingness to take your time for this discussion. —Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S.

CBTP partners with college, hospital and thrift store

The Community-based Transition program (CBTP) wants to thank the Green River Community College (GRCC), MultiCare/Tacoma General and St. Vincent’s Thrift Store for partnering with the transition program. CBTP has established a partnership with the GRCC certified occupational therapy program through which college students are assigned to CBTP sites for clinical experiences. The current group of GRCC students are assigned to Tacoma General and Tacoma’s St. Vincent’s Thrift Store. Thank you again for this valuable and worthwhile partnership.—Catherine Sanderson, CBTP
Tech Tips

Easy Grade Pro—Score entry options
Professional development
Is a career in teaching or counseling for you?
A School of Education Information Night will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 11, at 7 p.m., at Howarth Hall, Room 212, at the University of Puget Sound and is geared for students who want to teach or teachers aiming to advance their career or switch into counseling. This is an information session about graduate education programs at University of Puget Sound. For details visit the Web site at www.ups.edu/education or call 253.879.3375.

Faculty of the School of Education Master of Arts in Teaching program and the Master of Education (Counseling) program will share information about these graduate programs at an information night open to the public. They will discuss what the programs involve, how to enroll and the career opportunities that a master’s degree provides. All questions will be answered.
The Master of Arts in Teaching is a one-year, full-time program designed for students who already have an undergraduate degree and are seeking to combine teacher certification with graduate study in education.

The Master of Education program offers a degree in counseling and is for students who already have an undergraduate degree who wish to enter counseling in one of the following areas: school counseling, mental health counseling or pastoral counseling. Classes are available in the late afternoon or early evening. 

             

For more details, see the Web site at www.ups.edu/education. For directions and a map of the campus, check the Web site at www.ups.edu/directions.xml.

Health and Wellness

Open enrollment Nov. 1 to 28
Open enrollment will be held from Nov. 1–28 for district employees. For more information on health care and other district benefits, visit The Sound Partnership Web site.
10 ways to save on health care
You can manage costs by using your health care as effectively as possible. While many of the factors affecting health care costs are out of your control, there are simple things you can do to lower costs for yourself and The Sound Partnership: 
1. Be an accountable consumer: Know how to use your health care benefits wisely and stay as healthy as possible: 

· Know what services are available in your plan 

· Decide when you need a doctor and when you can treat yourself at home 

· Understand how to get appropriate, affordable care 
The best way to keep health care costs down is by focusing on health and wellness and preventing health problems or catching them early before they become more complicated and expensive.
Continued
Community opportunities
Lacey Chess Club to host tournament Nov. 15 

Lacey’s Chess Club will host a regional (K-12) chess tournament at Chinook Middle School in Lacey on Nov. 15 for students in grades K-12. The tournament will be divided into various grade-level divisions. 

All K-6 players who score 3.0 or greater out of 5 will automatically qualify for the Washington State Elementary Chess Championships in Spokane in April 2009. There will be numerous individual and team awards given out at this event. There is an $18 registration fee per participant.  

 
Information and registration is found online at http://www.chess4life.com/chess-event/Pawns-of-Fury-Fall-Face-Off/452. Contact Michi Imamura, chess club advisor at Lacey Elementary School, at mimamura@nthurston.k12.wa.us for more information.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Foss H.S. math teacher Robert Yuong was one of eight individuals to be selected for a 2008 KCTS 9 Golden Apple Award. More than 200 nominations were received.
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Stanley E.S. was the first Tacoma school to participate in the Special Olympics Young Athletes program. Students wearing Young Athletes T-shirts went through various skills stations and received gold medals at the conclusion of their session.
[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]



Gault M.S. art students visit the Tacoma Art Museum to study the Day of the Dead exhibits.
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Wilson H.S. students and staff members gathered more than 1,000 pounds of pet food for the Humane Society. 
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Grant Center for the Expressive Arts family members enjoy a game night at school as part of the parent involvement project.
[image: image10.jpg]



A Blix E.S. teacher takes the order of Blix students as the school “takes over” the McDonald’s on 38th Street.
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McCarver E.S. held its first Family Fun Night on Oct. 30. Teachers, parents and students could dress as their favorite literary character.
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