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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253-571-1015.  
Dates to remember
Oct. 27: City of Tacoma public hearing on TPS historic sites, 747 Market St., 5 p.m.

Oct. 28: McCarver McTakeover of McDonalds, Tacoma Ave., 5:30 to 7: 30 p.m.

Oct. 29: Jason Lee M.S, Zumbathon Party in Pink, 3:30 p.m.
Nov. 1-30: Native American Heritage Month
Nov. 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22: The Sound Partnership open enrollment (see story below)
Nov. 3: Fawcett E.S. Family Math Night, 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 4: Books Are Fun book and gift fair, CAB, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Nov. 4: Mt. Tahoma H.S. High School and Beyond Night, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Nov. 4: Lister E.S., Candlelight Ceremony for Bill Wynne, 6 p.m.
Nov. 13: Tacoma Queer & Allied Educators Network, Shakabrah Java, 4 p.m.

Nov. 12: The Furniture Series, SOTA Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 13: The Furniture Series, SOTA Theatre, 2 and 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 14-20: Homeless Awareness Week

Nov. 15: College and Career Night, UPS field house, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Nov.17: Gray M.S. PTA presentation, Cyber Security for Parents, 6 p.m.
Nov. 18: District benefits fair, 3 to 6 p.m., PDC

Nov. 20: Meeker M.S. holiday bazaar, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Nov. 30: First Responders Day

Special news
Stafford, Stanley elementaries win 2010 Schools of Distinction

Stafford and Stanley elementary schools won the 2010 School of Distinction award for outstanding improvement in student achievement in reading and math over a five-year period. They join just 92 other state schools on the awards list. The Center for Educational Effectiveness (CEE) and Phi Delta Kappa-Washington State Chapter sponsored the fourth annual School of Distinction award recognition in Washington state. 
“We are thrilled! This is a very special community. Our staff, parents and students have all made a commitment to achieving high standards,” said Stafford Elementary School Principal Cynthia Evans. “The district has supported our initiatives in the arts and in focusing on specific learning targets. Our families are supportive. Our students come early and stay late. I am so proud of everyone’s positive attitudes and hard work.”

“It is an honor to be chosen for the Washington School of Distinction Award, said Cindy Johnson, principal of Stanley Elementary School. “I have always known that Stanley is a school of distinction, and this award has proven that my staff, my students and our families are well deserving of this acknowledgement. At Stanley, we believe that every child, given outstanding teachers, supportive families and a community that cares, will continue to be successful not only in school but also with lifelong endeavors.”
Sue Mills, CEE’s executive director, and Diana Gilsinger, Phi Delta Kappa-WA’s president, announced the highest improving schools Oct. 22. For 2010, the School of Distinction award winners include 52 elementary schools, 22 middle/junior high schools and 20 high schools. Of these, 37 are repeat winners, and 12 are three-time winners, including 2010. Six regional award ceremonies will be scheduled in late November or early December.
Stafford and Stanley Elementaries appeared on the list for the first time.
Read more about the School of Distinction award and how schools were selected.
Upcoming events
Public hearing for TPS sites Oct. 27

The Landmarks Preservation Commission will receive public comment regarding the nomination of Fern Hill, McCarver and Whitman elementary schools, Central School (CAB), Jason Lee and Stewart middle schools to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places at a public hearing Oct. 27, at 5 p.m. at 747 Market St. For more information, contact Reuben McKnight, historic preservation officer, at 253-591-5220 or by e-mail at reuben.mcknight@cityoftacoma.org.
Young Athletes event at Stanley Oct. 29

Stanley Elementary School was the first school in the district to host and participate in the Young Athletes program sponsored by the Special Olympics of Washington. This is an innovative and inclusive sports play program for primary-aged children to engage in developmentally appropriate physical activities. This is the third year Stanley has hosted the event scheduled for Oct. 29. 

The Young Athletes 45-minute program simulates the Olympic spirit at its best. The children will receive a T-shirt and a medal for their participation. 

Selected fifth graders keep the younger children focused and occupied during the activities. To be selected to participate as junior staff member for the Young Athletes event, fifth-grade students must write an essay and be interviewed.

Stanley K-2 students, plus students in self-contained classrooms and Head Start, participate in these physical activities. Stanley also invited area daycare centers to share in the activities. Families are encouraged to attend and cheer their children to success.

For more information, contact Alexandra Gannett, Stanley office coordinator, at 253-571-4545.

Native Americans to give cultural presentations

Elaine Grinnell, a Native storyteller, gave cultural presentations at Blix and Lowell elementary schools Thursday in honor of Native American Heritage Month (November). An elder in the Jamestown Klallam tribe living in Sequim, she is a historian, storyteller and cook. In her storytelling, Grinnell includes legend, creation, animal and fish stories.

Tacoma Public Schools Parent Advisory Committee elder, DeWayne Martin, plans to give Native American presentations at schools. Indian Education Coordinator David Syth said, “Martin’s 45-minute presentations are elementary appropriate, and he has great visuals including a buffalo pelt and buffalo skull.”    

‘Books are Fun’ book, gift fair at CAB Nov. 4

Visit the Books are Fun book fair in the fourth-floor board room at the Central Administration Building Thursday, Nov. 4, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Check out the more than 250 titles and gifts for all ages.
Mount Tahoma High School and Beyond Night Nov. 4

Mount Tahoma High School will host a High School and Beyond Night Nov. 4 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mount Tahoma’s students and parents are invited to attend as well as students at Mount Tahoma’s feeder middle schools.

More than 70 representatives from colleges, careers, industry, volunteer organizations and high school programs will talk with families about opportunities and to answer questions about planning for life after high school. Break-out sessions will include College Myth-busting, Senior Timeline and the WashBoard.org.
For more information, contact Stacy Hink, career counselor, at 253-571-3824.

Homeless Awareness Week Nov. 14-20

“During the 2009-2010 school year, 1,732 students living in Tacoma were identified as being eligible for services under the McKinney Vento Homeless Education Act,” said Tamara Williams, McKinney Vento liaison at the Tone Resource Center.
The Pierce County Coalition to End Homelessness will host a homeless awareness luncheon Nov. 17 at Nativity House, 2304 Jefferson Ave., Tacoma. The Youth Coalition Committee will present a special documentary about homeless youth.

To learn more about homelessness in Tacoma and Pierce County, go to the Web site at  www.housingnow@cityoftacoma.org. For information about educating homeless youth, check the Web site at www.naehcy.org.

College, career fair Nov. 15 at UPS
The 2010 College and Career Night will be Monday, Nov. 15, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the University of Puget Sound (UPS) tennis pavilion. This is a fair-style event that will allow students and their parents to explore opportunities available during high school and in the future. Representatives from colleges, employers, the military, apprenticeship programs and volunteer organizations will provide information and answer questions. Tacoma Public Schools is sponsoring the event, which is hosted by UPS.
Breakout sessions will cover financial aid, National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), and the personal statement and college application process, which is key to getting into college.

Last year’s fair was a great success with representatives from more than 150 colleges and career paths from the U.S., Canada and Great Britain meeting with more than 2,000 students from high schools throughout the Tacoma and South Puget Sound.

To help families attend this event, a school bus will leave from Foss, Lincoln and Mount Tahoma high schools at 5:20 and 6:20 p.m. Busses will depart the UPS field house at 6 and 7 p.m.

For further information, contact Matt Burns at 253-571-6005 or Joe Raniero at 253-571-6019, counselors at Wilson High School. Directions available at http://bit.ly/TacomaFairSite
First Responders Day Nov. 30

Gov. Chris Gregoire proclaimed Nov. 30 as First Responders Day, and schools, businesses and organizations across the state are being asked to adopt a fire or police sub-station to thank all first responders by delivering card and letters to their adopted location.
Communities in Schools of Tacoma (CIS) and the Tacoma Public Schools’ School, Family and Community Partnership Office are partnering to encourage schools and students to adopt one of Tacoma’s first responder locations and thank them for their service. Neighborhood councils and business districts have been asked to connect with their local schools to assist them in celebrating the work of first responders.

Encourage staff members, students and parents to show how much they appreciate first responders through cards or letters. These could take the form of an art activity, letters an English assignment or posters. Consider involving the ASB or PTA at your school.

For more information, contact Teresa Maxwell, CIS executive director, at 253-571-1114 or Dave Osterhaus, liaison, School, Family and Community Partnership Office, at 253-571-1016.
News and updates
Downing first grader meets President Obama

Staying up very late on a school day might not be so hard if you were to meet a very special person. Trevor Dennett, a first grader in Stacy McDougall’s class at Downing Elementary School, had a very memorable Oct. 20: he talked to and shook hands with President Barack Obama at Boeing Field in Seattle along with about 80 other special guests. Air Force One landed near where the guests stood. 
Among those other special guests were John Dennett, Trevor’s father; Kathy Dennett, his mother and a Wilson High School graduate; his grandmother Arlene Dennett, office coordinator at Stadium High School; and Ann Hazel, first-grade teacher at Crescent Heights Elementary School.
Todd Dennett, a Foss High School graduate and Arlene Dennett’s son, arranged for his family to be on the guest list to greet the President at Boeing Field. He worked on the President’s event in Seattle. Arlene Dennett said, “It was amazing to see how President Obama was with the children: shaking their hands, asking their names and telling them he was glad they came to see him.”

Chimps respond to ASL students’ sign language

After a month of planning, second- and third-year American Sign Language students from Stadium High School embarked on a field trip to Central Washington University Oct. 15. They didn’t go there to tour the school—they went to communicate with chimpanzees at the Chimpanzee and Human Communication Institute using sign language.

“When we entered the classroom at the institute and the presenter started talking, something big banged and hit on the covered two-way window,” said Donna Dell, ASL teacher. “One student who was sitting by that window just about jumped out of her skin!  We were told that the chimpanzees were letting us know that they knew we were there.”  

The students had a 30-minute presentation in which they learned about cross fostering, the research being done at the facility, and the chimpanzee smile. The smile is made with the upper teeth covered by the upper lip; lower teeth showing and pushed forward; a head bob, a bent wrist displayed in front of the body, a lowered head and slumped shoulders. A big toothy grin in chimp language is a sign of aggression. 

The students saw photos of the chimps and learned their name signs, then broke into two groups, one for each of the institute’s two viewing areas. “We walked in to the viewing area where no photographs are allowed. To see the students walking with their chimpanzee smiles was hysterical,” Dell said. “Students did a great job respecting the chimps and making them feel comfortable. Finally, we were introduced to Moja, Tatu, Dar and Loulis.”

Read more about how the chimpanzees interacted with their handlers and the students.

Stadium students measure invasive plant cover
The efforts to remove invasive plants from the Stadium Bowl appear to be having a beneficial effect, according to Phil Hertzog’s biology students, who measured the area covered by the deleterious plants several times and charted the results.

The district planted Cotoneaster, a desirable plant with deep roots and tightly woven branches that is used to control soil erosion, in the 1980s after a massive landslide wiped out the football field. In the past few years, the invasive plants have moved into the Stadium Bowl and shaded out the Cotoneaster. 
Read more about the students’ efforts to protect Cotoneaster in the stadium.
2011 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching: Nominations now open

Do you know someone in the district who has done extraordinary work in math or science? Established in 1983, The Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) is the highest national honor for a K-12 mathematics or science teacher. Each year the award alternates between elementary and secondary teachers. Nominations for the 2011 PAEMST are open to 7–12 mathematics and science teachers. To be considered for the PAEMST, teachers must be nominated and complete a comprehensive application. More information about the program including a link to the online nomination and application forms is available at this Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Web site.
Lincoln GSA is committed to creating a safe climate 
The Lincoln High School Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) Club started the Lincoln Safe Zone initiative last fall with a student panel at a staff meeting talking about the use and widespread effects of homophobic language in classrooms, hallways and other areas of the school. 
Tajee Jones, GSA President, designed a logo for the Safe Zone Initiative, and Ryan Loiselle, graphic design teacher, created it. The logo reads "Lincoln Safe Zone" and has three stick-figure couples (one gay couple, one straight couple, one lesbian couple) on a rainbow background. Teachers who post the logo commit to addressing homophobic language in their classroom and to educating students about why it is offensive.  

The club members explained to staff members that regardless of personal opinions on whether or not "it's okay to be gay," staff members have a professional obligation in our public schools, as well as a moral obligation as humans, to stand up for other human beings, to send the message to students that whether they are gay or straight, lesbian or transgender or bisexual, they belong here at Lincoln High School and staff members support them and will not let anyone make fun of them or belittle them because of who they are.
The GSA created a display in the hallway for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) History Month, which is October. The display includes several biographies about famous people who are LGBT.

Applause

Students receive photo awards in Puyallup Fair competition

Congratulations to Stadium High School seniors Taylor Cole-White, who received a Judges’ Choice Award and The Most Patriotic award in the high school photography competition at the Puyallup Fair, and Taylor Orms who earned a Judges’ Choice Award.   

Students show spirit for Crazy Hair Dance at Mason

Mason Middle School students showed their school spirit for the "Crazy Hair Dance" and did all sorts of extraordinary things to their hair. Some students colored their hair; some created numerous pony tails, while one student even shaved his head leaving small spikes of hair. Students had a great time checking out each other's hair and admiring their individuality. Technology teacher Caren Roberts also joined in the fun with her blonde wig. “Mason students love to show their school spirit as often as they can,” said Alison Duesterbeck, campus security. “Go, Mustangs!” 
Mason participate in ‘Stop Hate’ campaign
Mason Middle School participated in the "Stop Hate" campaign Oct. 20. Staff and students wore purple in support of stopping hate and bullying in schools. There was an overflow of support, and all shades of purple roamed the halls of Mason. We are proud of our students and encourage everyone to treat others with kindness and respect, said Assistant Principal Shane Sliva. "Do good things, and good things will happen." 

Lincoln music accepted for honor band

Congratulations to Lincoln High School musicians Sean Devlin and William Ward for being accepted to the Western International Band Clinic Honor Band. This select ensemble takes the best high school band students from a five-state region and puts them together for a weekend of performances. To be considered, they had to submit multiple recordings of themselves playing difficult music. This is a huge achievement – way to go guys!
—Peter Briggs, LHS band, choir, orchestra and drumline director
Professional development and staff opportunities

The Lawson Employee Self-Service (ESS) Corner

To better assist you with The Lawson Employee Self-Service (ESS), a frequently asked questions (FAQ) section will be in Webucator regularly with information about ESS. ESS is a secured module in which you can view your leave balances, current benefits and pay information.  Click here for this week’s frequently asked questions.
2011 retirement seminar schedule available

The 2011 Retirement Planning Seminar Schedule is now available from the Department of Retirement Systems. If you are within five years of retirement, you are encouraged to review the seminar information overview and register online at your convenience. Other options for registering are: e-mail DRS at Register@drs.wa.gov or call 360-664-7300 or 1-888-711-6676

The retirement planning page provides useful information to help you with your retirement planning regardless of how close or far away it is. You can also sign up for online account access. This access will allow you to review your service credit, contributions, beneficiary information, and much more. You can also create a benefit estimate that is based on the data in your account.

The Sound Partnership
District benefits fair Nov. 18
The Sound Partnership’s benefits fair will be Thursday, Nov. 18 from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Professional Development Center, 6501 N. 23rd St. Open enrollment for 2011 will be Nov. 1 to Nov. 30. Come to the benefits fair to learn about changes to plans and get free screenings and flu shots.
Topics will include: medical, dental and vision benefits, long-term disability insurance, life insurance, flexible benefits (Section 125), 529 college savings plan, employee assistance and more. You can also get flu shots, blood pressure screenings and cholesterol and glucose checks. A 12-hour fast is recommended for the most accurate and detailed cholesterol screening results.
Employees may talk with representatives from The Sound Partnership. Firms represented include Premera Blue Cross, Group Health Cooperative, United Concordia Dental Insurance, Davis Vision, Standard Life and Long Term Disability Insurance, Health Venture, Willamette Dental of Washington, Flex Plan Services, AFLAC and American Fidelity Assurance.

Tech tips

Changing or subtracting colors in Photoshop
Here is an easy way to change colors or subtract a color you don’t want in your photograph. Hue and Saturation will assist you in doing this function. Follow the video tutorial below that will guide you through this process. The link will take you to the video. When the new window pops up, click on either Save and pick a location or click on Open. Just know that Open might run rather slowly, so I suggest the Save button.

Community opportunities

Fort Nisqually offers educational tours, programs
Fort Nisqually Living History Museum offers groups tours, in-school programs and Traveling History trunks. Click here for the brochure which details what is available at the museum in Point Defiance Park. For more information, go to the Web site at www.fortnisqually.org or call 253-591-5339.
Web site offers resources for victims of domestic violence

The Reduce Domestic Violence Incidents Safe and Clean team—comprised of representatives from the City of Tacoma, the YWCA, the Crystal Judson Family Justice Center and other community organizations—recently unveiled www.TacomaDVHelp.com, a Web site that offers information and access to resources for victims of domestic violence, their friends and family members, according to a City of Tacoma press release.

The Tacoma City Council proclaimed October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month at its Oct. 12 meeting. 

For more information about the Safe and Clean Initiative, go to the Web site at www.cityoftacoma.org/safeandclean.

Women and girls to join the conversation Nov. 13
Join the Eastside Conversation to empower women and girls to achieve their dreams Saturday, Nov. 13, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Portland Avenue Community Center, 3513 E Portland Ave., Tacoma.

The Fund for Women & Girls gives money to programs that serve the needs of women and girls in Tacoma and Pierce County. By listening to women and girls in the community, the fund staff can better understand their challenges, dreams and opportunities. This understanding helps guide the organization’s funding allocations.

Lunch will be provided free of charge. Please call Gina or Calli at 253-383-5622 if you plan to attend the Nov. 13 conversation event. 
The Fund for Women and Girls is part of The Greater Tacoma Community Foundation. Community partners for these conversations are World Vision, The Puyallup Tribe of Indians and Tacoma Public Schools.


Tacoma Queer & Allied Educators Network to meet Nov. 10 
The Tacoma Queer & Allied Educators Network meets at Shakabrah Java, 2618 Sixth Ave, Tacoma, at 4 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month. Participants support one another as they strive to make every school in Tacoma Public Schools a place where all families, students and staff are welcomed, supported and celebrated. All are welcome. 

TPS employees get $15 ticket price for Sinfonietta concert

Tacoma Public Schools staff members can get a special employee discount for the Northwest Sinfonietta’s Gypsy Nights Nov. 12-14. The concert includes pieces composed by Dvorak, Shostakovich, Mahler and Chagnard. To access your ticket discount, order online or call the Sinfonietta at 253-383-5344. The discount code is NWS.

SOTA students and staff perform in The Furniture Series

The Furniture Series is a dance collaboration by School of the Arts dance teacher, Robin Jaecklein, and features local artists, including SOTA dance students.
Performances will be Friday, Nov. 12, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 13, at 2 and 7:30 p.m. at the SOTA Theatre, 1118 Commerce St., Tacoma. 

Tickets are $15 for adults and $7 for students and are available online at brownpapertickets.com/event/132631.
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Tacoma School District No. 10 complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Laurie Taylor, assistant superintendent, Human Resources, telephone 253-571-1252. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253-571-1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Jennifer Traufler, executive director, Student Services, telephone 253-571-1224. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, Disability Accommodations Office, telephone 253-571-1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
Trevor Dennett meets President Barack Obama
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Trevor Dennett, age 6, watches as the President shakes his mother’s hand.
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John and Kathy Dennett, left, and son Trevor were at Boeing Field to welcome the President to Seattle Oct. 20. Ann Hazel, a teacher at Crescent Heights E.S., and Arlene Dennett, right, Stadium H.S. office coordinator, joined Trevor’s family and about 80 other special guests.
Stadium students check invasive plant coverage
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Ashley Simpson, right, and Amber Longrie estimate and record canopy cover in a study plot in the Stadium Bowl.
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Jacob Bills and Rachael O’Donnell

Estimate and record canopy cover from a study plot on the hillside of the Stadium Bowl. Invasive plants have been taking over the Cotoneaster planted in the 1980s to prevent mudslides.
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Helena Stout places a measurement frame on the ground while Spencer Henderson records data from the previous plot.

Mason does Crazy Hair Dance 
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Mason M.S. students did all sorts of extraordinary things to their hair for the Crazy Hair Dance. Eve Rivera, Willie Belkovich, Chloe Fields and Conner Myers show their hair creations.
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Some Mason students, like Alexis Edwards and McKenna Scroggins, tied all sorts of things in their hair including Sharpie pens, toothbrushes, candy, feathers and glow sticks.
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Jacob Shaffer shaved sections of his head, leaving tuffs of spiked hair.
Fingers build team work
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Jason Lee M.S. students do a team building exercise in their AVID class. They are holding a helium stick with just their first finger.
SOTA students, staff dance
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Robin Jaecklein, SOTA dance teacher, is producing The Furniture Series on Nov. 12-13. This is a dance collaboration with performers from numerous local dance groups and other local artists, including SOTA students.
Lincoln respects diversity
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Lincoln H.S.’s Safe Zone logo, lower right, is displayed on the Principal Pat Erwin’s office door.
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Lincoln H.S. celebrates Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Transgender (LGBT) History Month in October with a bulletin board of biographies of famous people who are LGBT.
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