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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to Remember
Oct. 25: Make a Difference Day

Oct. 28: Meeker M.S. 50th Anniversary celebration, open house, tours, 5-6:30 p.m.

Oct. 30: Wilson H.S. choirs perform at Blue Mouse, 5 and 7 p.m.

Oct. 30: Blix McTeacher Night at McDonald’s, 2916 S. 38th St.

Oct. 31: Young Athletes (Special Olympics) at Stanley E.S.
Oct. 31: Pt. Defiance E.S. Trunk or Treat, 5:30 p.m. 
Oct. 31: No school (staff members attend)

Nov. 1–30: American Indian Heritage Month

Nov. 2: Daylight Savings Time ends; turn clocks back one hour
Nov. 3: United Way campaign begins Nov. 3
Nov. 4: Election Day. Remember to vote.
Nov. 11: Veterans Day

Nov. 16–22: American Education Week
News and updates

Sherman, Skyline earn 2008 School of Distinction awards

Not one, but two schools from the Tacoma Public Schools earned the State Superintendent’s Learning Improvement Award for 2008. Sherman and Skyline elementary schools were honored as a 2008 “School of Distinction” in recognition of the steady gains their students have made in mathematics and reading skills over time.

“We join Sherman and Skyline elementary schools in celebrating their academic achievements. These schools have demonstrated steady academic progress over the past few years through their focused efforts on raising student achievement,” said Superintendent Arthur O. Jarvis, Ed.D. 
Continued
Capital bond measure to be on March 2009 ballot 
The school board approved a $300 million capital (construction) bond proposition for the Tacoma Public Schools on March 10, 2009 in a special mail-in ballot election.

This bond measure would cover the first of four phases of the Tacoma Renewal and Excellence program (T-REX)—a long-range facilities plan to continue updating or replacing the district’s aging schools. T-REX would complete modernizations or replacements at 24 district schools that have not had a significant update or renovation. Each of the four phases would cost $300 million. 
Continued
Information regarding changes to your 403(b) plan

The Tacoma School District has chosen CPI Qualified Plan Consultant Inc. to provide Common Remitter and Compliance Services for our 403(b) plan. With the finalization of the 403(b) regulations, the district felt it was important to out-source this work, to assist with keeping our plan in compliance with the ever-changing rules.

CPI will be assisting Tacoma School District No. 10 starting with the remittance of contributions to the investment vendors. They will also test limits and provide a compliance umbrella that ensures hardship withdrawals and transfers are made correctly, if allowed by the plan.
Continued
DEA chooses McCarver for Red Ribbon celebration

Sirens blaring, a motorcade of law enforcement vehicles proceeded to McCarver Elementary School on Oct. 15 and lined up on the playground. Some agents wore protective gear. Oscar, the four-legged officer, also carried his weapons with him: canine teeth. School children, eyes filled with excitement, crowded the playground and milled around the officers and vehicles.

The swarm of law enforcement agents was at McCarver for a Red Ribbon celebration. McCarver was selected by the federal Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) to host a Red Ribbon celebration on Oct. 15—one of only two schools in the state of Washington to be chosen. A giant red ribbon containing every McCarver students' handprint encircled the gym walls. The ribbon proclaimed, "Hand In Hand We Are Strong" to symbolize McCarver's commitment to live a drug-free life. 

Red Ribbon is the nation’s oldest and largest drug prevention program, reaching millions of Americans during the last week of October each year. By wearing red ribbons and participating in community anti-drug events, young people pledge to live a drug-free life and pay tribute to DEA Special Agent Enriqué “Kiki” Camarena who died in the line of duty in 1985. The DEA joins community coalitions and prevention groups to conduct Red Ribbon activities, ranging from classroom events to large rallies.
Continued 
Stewart holds Red Ribbon assembly 

Stewart Middle School celebrated Red Ribbon Week with Lt. Gov. Brad Owen as the keynote speaker on Thursday, Oct. 23. Owen spoke about the importance of being drug-free in keeping with the theme of Red Ribbon Week.

Hunt offers special sweatshirts
To commemorate Hunt Middle School’s 50th anniversary, the Hunt PTSA is offering a new design on school sweatshirts exclusively for the 2008-09 school year. Eighth grader Pearl Kahle created the special design. The sweatshirts are available through the Hunt student store or by contacting Hunt PTSA President Patti Derusha at 253.759.1527. Go Scotties!
Gault holds first student-led conferences
As file bins filled Gault Middle School’s auditorium, so did the sense of anticipation. The buzz was palpable—something very different and important was about to occur, said Rachel Smith-Mosel, Gault’s instructional facilitator. Indeed, Oct. 7 was an incredible day of firsts: Gault’s first building-wide student-led conferences (SLC) and the first time anyone could remember that more than 75 percent of the student body attended conferences. 

As students displayed a rainbow of subject matter folders, cleared their throats and read their SLC scripts, parents took careful note and asked detailed questions. Gault’s Assistant Principal Tracy Allen sat in on several conferences and was thrilled by what she witnessed. “Students really took their SLC seriously—much like a business meeting presentation or job interview. Afterwards, parents approached me in droves commenting about the impressive level of ownership displayed, how this waas the most insight they had ever had into their child’s education—and that it came from their child, and they really know what their student needs from them as they work to accomplish their goals.”  
Continued
Stadium bowl ranked 11th in nation

ESPN ranked Stadium Bowl the 11th best stadium for football in the country. Here is the link: http://assets.espn.go.com//gen/gallery/364940211.html. The photo cutline reads: Stadium Bowl (Tacoma, Wash.) Folks in the Northwest have been writing about this place for years. For beauty, it’s tough to beat as people at the stadium can see a breathtaking view of Puget Sound.

Pt. Defiance to hold pumpkin walk-around
Pt. Defiance E.S. will have a Pumpkin Walk-around during lunch time on Oct. 30. The PTA donates the pumpkins, and each classroom gets a pumpkin to do math activities, such as estimate how heavy the pumpkin is, how many seeds do you think are inside and how many lines are on the pumpkin. For the walk-around, students will walk during their recess around the pumpkins and then are in a drawing to take a pumpkin home.
  

On Oct. 31, the school will have a Trunk or Treat. More than 40 parent and staff cars will be decorated with seasonal themes. “It is a safe place for students to “trick or treat” and have fun, said Principal Olga Lay. “This is our seventh year of doing Trunk or Treat and it has gotten bigger every year. Last year, we gave away treats to at least 400 school and neighborhood kids.”

Tacoma North Rotary donate dictionaries

Tacoma North Rotary members have distributed new dictionaries to every third grader in the Tacoma Public Schools for three years—that is nearly 2,400 students per year. Rotary members explain their organization’s commitment to service and the Rotary bookplate placed in each dictionary to the third graders. This is the first book that some students have ever owned, and they can take it home to share with other family members.  

Each school handles the distribution in its own way. Rotary member Bill Smitherman arranged for the fifth graders at Stanley Elementary School to distribute the books to the third graders and share how they have used the dictionaries over the past three years. The current fifth graders were in the first group of students to receive the dictionaries through the Rotary project three years ago—and they are still using their dictionaries. Tacoma North Rotarian Darrel Bowman was in charge of the project this year.  

United Way campaign to begin Nov. 3

The district will kick off its 2008 United Way Campaign on Monday, Nov. 3, and the campaign will continue through Monday, Dec. 8. This year’s theme is LIVE UNITED. 

LIVE UNITED means that together, united, we can accomplish more than any one of us can do alone. And, when we reach out a hand to one person, we improve the lives of many. One way you can LIVE UNITED is by participating in the Tacoma Public Schools United Way campaign.

Last year, the district raised almost $108,000. “This year, we are going to follow that with even more success! This is a great chance to get involved and work to build lasting opportunities for a good life for all who live in our community,” said Kathy Doss district United Way coordinator. Whether you give money, volunteer your time or advocate for solutions in our area’s most pressing needs, you are LIVING UNITED.

On Nov. 3, district employees will receive an e-mail with information on how to donate towards the campaign. The goal is for all employees to pledge a minimum of $5 to $10 a month to support the United Way funded services or other charities. Employees are encouraged to use eWay, the online pledge system; however, employees still have the option of submitting a paper pledge form. If you use a paper pledge form, please be sure to include your employee identification number on the top of your form if you donate by payroll deduction.  


If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Doss, United Way coordinator in the Public Information office at 253.571.1015.
Board updates

The following are updates from the Oct. 23 school board meeting.

Public hearing

The board held a public hearing on the state performance audit report at 6 p.m. on Oct. 23 before the regular board meeting. Initiative 900, approved by Washington voters, gives the State Auditor’s Office the authority to conduct independent performance audits of state and local government entities on behalf of citizens to promote accountability and cost-effective uses of public resources. In the state’s audit of the 10 largest school districts, based on reported student enrollment for fiscal year 2005, the state listed 13 findings, four of which related to the Tacoma Public Schools.

Adoption of Resolution No. 1831

The board adopted Resolution No. 1831, authorizing a ballot proposition to be submitted to the voters in a special election on March 10, 2009, to issue general obligation bonds in the amount of $300 million to provide funds for capital improvements to facilities of the district. The district would levy property taxes annually in addition to regular property taxes to repay the bonds. This election will be conducted by mail-in ballots. The resolution also authorizes the superintendent to submit a request for eligibility for the Washington State School District Credit Enhancement Program. 

It is estimated that, with voter approval of the capital bond proposition, the total tax rate for the Tacoma School District No. 10 will increase by $.75 per thousand of assessed property value, or $5.55 by 2010. The rate is then estimated to remain level each year thereafter. However, the long-range plan presented to the board on Oct. 9, 2008, recommends the placement of technology and replacement educational program and operating levies on the ballot in 2010, which is estimated to increase the tax rate an additional $.25 per thousand of assessed valuation in 2011. 
Continued
Applause
Brett Calloway Memorial contest held Oct. 13
Reed Elementary School hosted the Brett Calloway Memorial punt, pass and kick competition, an annual elementary school contest, on Oct. 13. Brett Calloway is remembered as a long-time elementary physical education teacher for the Tacoma Public Schools. The contest features fourth- and fifth-grade boys and girls. Each school was able to enter three participants in each category.
Fifteen elementary schools were represented this year. The organizers applaud the contestants, their parents and friends for making this a wonderful event. The top performers in each category were:

· Fourth-grade girls: Josie Matz, Skyline E.S.
· Fourth-grade boys: Alek Greenleaf, Lowell E.S.
· Fifth-grade girls: Jayana Ervin, Sherman E.S.
· Fifth-grade boys: Alvin Johnson, Mann E.S.

Thanks to the physical education teachers for preparing and bringing your students. A special thanks to Gale Johnson, DeLong Elementary School physical education teacher, for setting up and organizing this special event. —Craig Christiansen, Sherman E.S.
Sheridan thanks Sherri Desseau

Sheridan Elementary School applauds Sherri Desseau from Technology Services. She spent two days training Sheridan’s students on the new laptop computer labs. Students were so excited to use the new technology and listened intently as they learned how to care for and use the student laptops. They cannot wait to use them again! Desseau added in some basic Word instruction for the Microsoft Word 2007 software. Teachers listening in even learned something new! Thank you, Sherri Desseau!
Hunt’s literacy team conducts fluency sweep

In an effort to meet our students’ needs, Hunt’s literacy team decided to conduct an all-school fluency sweep in reading. Our Instructional Facilitator Trish Hauert coordinated this huge task. Through her efforts and the cooperation of classroom teachers, all students in sixth, seventh and eighth grades were assessed. Special thanks to Adrienne Dale, instructional facilitator for middle schools, Nina Hoppen and Glenda Ledford for giving their time and energy to help complete the fluency readings. We are grateful for your willingness in helping our students succeed. —Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S. 

Hunt thanks ASB

Special thanks goes to our wonderful Hunt ASB students and Advisor Kathleen Pickett for taking time after school to organize the Navigation 101 binders. Their willingness to help out contributed to the success of our first Navigation 101 session. Thanks for making Hunt a great place! —Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S.
 

Diane Irish thanked

The Sheridan staff would like to thank Diane Irish for all her energy, enthusiasm, expertise, dedication and help since the beginning of the school year acting as our school counselor. We have enjoyed having you as part of our staff and appreciate all you've done to help us get the year off to a great start with kids. —Sheridan E.S. 
Health and wellness

Thanks for raising funds for diabetes walk

The Sound Partnership would like to thank those who participated in the Step-out Diabetes Walk on Saturday, Oct. 11. The Tacoma Public Schools team consisted of six members who raised more than $1,600. Mt.Tahoma High School and Sherman Elementary School also had teams that participated. 
Also special thanks to Katie Thaut on her individual achievement of raising more than $1,100 dollars, and to everyone who donated money to support the American Diabetes Association’s important research, information and advocacy efforts. Thaut, who did the Step-out Diabetes Walk wearing a T-shirt with a picture of her father, said, “He is my hero and the reason I participated in the walk Oct. 11.”
Free diabetes forum on Saturday, Nov. 1

A free diabetes forum will be held on Saturday, Nov. 1, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in the Stadium High School Theater, located at 111 North E St. You can join a team of top-notch diabetes educators, dietitians and physicians in celebrating National Diabetes Month. The event will feature nationally known speaker Joe Piscatella, who will speak on how to Win the Diabetes Challenge.  

You must RSVP by Thursday, Oct. 30, at 1.800.342.9919.
Community opportunities
Read 2 Me needs community volunteers
The longest-running, most successful tutoring program in the United States, Read 2 Me™ began in 1988 when a Franciscan Hospital executive provided 50 volunteers to help with reading at a local elementary school in Tacoma. 
Known as SMART at its outset, the program emphasized tutoring/ mentoring within the Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) and changed its name to Werlin Reading several years later. As a result of a merger with the Pierce County Reading Foundation, which had a focus on early literacy, the program is now known as Read 2 Me™. Since its inception, Read 2 Me™ has enjoyed a strong relationship with TPS, aligning its curriculum with TPS’s academic standards. The program has assisted more than 8,500 students by continuing to provide them with the most fundamental key to education: mastery of reading. 
Continued
 

EnviroChallenger teaches students about the environment

Free environmental lessons with a mix of science, social responsibility and fun are now available to Tacoma students in grades two through eight. The EnviroChallenger program, run by the city of Tacoma, has two educators who will come to your classroom to teach free, engaging, high-quality lessons on topics such as water quality, recycling and the plight of Northwest salmon. 
Students will learn about local environmental concerns and how their behaviors can help make their surroundings greener and cleaner. EnviroChallenger lessons include supplies and support state Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs) and the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) objectives. Learn more about the lessons we offer and schedule your lesson today! For general program information, visit www.EnviroChallenger.com," said Michelle Warmuth, Community Relations Office, city of Tacoma.
 
Contact Michelle Warmuth, city of Tacoma, Community Relations, at 253.591.2005, for more information.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
	Oct. 24, 2008
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Skyline E.S., top, and Sherman E.S. principals and staff members receive School of Distinction awards from State Superintendent Terry Bergeson, in blue. Superintendent Art Jarvis congratulates his staff members. 
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DeLong E.S. staff members wear pink to support a school employee who had recent surgery for cancer.
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Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) agents and other law officers visit McCarver E.S. for a Red Ribbon celebration. McCarver was one of two schools in the state selected for this special event.
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Lt. Gov. Brad Owen speaks to Stewart M.S. students about drug awareness at their Red Ribbon assembly.
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Pt. Defiance E.S. third graders look over their new dictionaries provided by Tacoma North Rotary members. The Rotary has given the new books to third graders for three years.
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Katherine Thaut raised more than $1,000 for the American Diabetes Association. She has a picture of her father who was her inspiration on her diabetes walk shirt.
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