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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253-571-1015.  
Dates to remember
Oct. 22: Reed E.S. PTA Fall Harvest Festival, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 22: Mann E.S. PTA Fall Festival and book fair, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 22; Highly Capable advisory committee applications due

Oct. 22: Jason Lee M.S. and Soaringwords quilt/pillow project

Oct. 23: Stadium H.S. alumni dinner/dance, Fircrest Golf Club, 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 26: Transition to Middle School Night, Grant E.S., 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Oct. 28: Jesse Trujillo retirement party, Mt. Tahoma H.S., 3 p.m.

Oct. 28: Wilson H.S. Show Choir and Jazz Choir concert, Blue Mouse Theatre, 5 p.m.

Oct. 28: First Creek M.S. Family Math Night, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 28: McCarver McTakeover of McDonalds, Tacoma Ave., 5:30 to 7: 30 p.m.

Oct. 29: Jason Lee M.S, Zumbathon Party in Pink, 3:30 p.m.

Nov. 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22: The Sound Partnership open enrollment (see story below)
Nov. 3: Fawcett E.S. Family Math Night, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 4: Lister E.S., Candlelight Ceremony for Bill Wynne, 6 p.m.
Nov.17: Gray M.S. PTA presentation, Cyber Security for Parents, 6 p.m.
Nov. 18: District benefits fair, 3 to 6 p.m., PDC

Nov. 20: Meeker M.S. holiday bazaar, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Upcoming events
Jason Lee students to decorate quilts, pillows for ill children

About 75 sixth, seventh and eighth graders at Jason Lee Middle School will work with local professionals from BNY Mellon Oct. 22 to make quilts and pillows for ill children in hospitals, including nearly 30 children at Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital. The community service event is part of Soaringword’s participation in the national Make a Difference Day.
Soaringwords (www.soaringwords.org) is a non-profit organization whose mission is to empower communities to support and inspire chronically ill children and their families to “Never give up!”

 “Our students are so proud to be able to create inspirational messages of hope to share with kids at Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital,” said Jason Lee Principal Jonathan Kellett. “This program supports our belief in strong values that support each child and our community at large.” 

Learn more about the Soaringwords project with Jason Lee on the district Web site.
Transition to Middle School night Oct. 26
A Transition to Middle School Night will be Tuesday, Oct. 26, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Grant Center for the Expressive Arts, 1018 N. Prospect St. 

Fourth and fifth graders are invited to attend with their families to learn about choices available at the middle-school level. The program will include panels of principals, staff members, students and parents from Tacoma Public Schools. Families will be able to get answers to many questions they have about middle school.
Childcare will be provided for younger children. The suggested cost is $2 per child with a maximum of $5 per family. 

This event is sponsored by the Grant PTA as a family involvement project. For questions or more information, contact mary@boonewrites.com.
United Way kickoff Oct. 27

The district United Way kickoff celebration will start at 7 a.m., Oct. 27 at CAB in the fourth-floor boardroom. All United Way site coordinators are encouraged to attend. Light refreshments will be served and there will be a brief presentation. Contact Nikol Cartledge at 253-571-1015 for any questions. See you there.
Fawcett family night Nov. 3 to highlight new math program

Fawcett Elementary School will host a family math night Wednesday, Nov. 3, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Presentations will be in English and Spanish and will explain the district’s new math program. Families will be able to visit their children’s classrooms to see the new math lessons in action. Dinner will be served following the classrooms lessons.

Gray PTA to host cyber security session for parents Nov. 17 

The Gray Middle School PTA will host “Cyber Security for Parents” in two sessions to help parents learn more about cyber security and strategies on how to keep their families safe. 

· Nov. 17 from 6 to 7 p.m.: Tony Curry, regional product trainer for LG Electronics Mobile Communications, will discuss mobile and gaming security via cell phone or other connected portable device and cover topics such as e-mailing, texting, sexting and more.

· Jan. 19 from 6 to 7 p.m.: Tony Curry will cover protecting children from pornography (accidental innocent exposure, sexting and more) in this session.

Parents whose children go to other schools are also invited to attend. Please RSVP to Jaime Devereaux, PTA president, at 253-472-4160 or Jean Sheckler, Gray instructional coach, at 253-571-5231.

Drawings for Smart phones, backpacks and more will be held at the end of each presentation.

News and updates
TPS students help save their mother

Imagine that as a child you witnessed your mother collapse at home and suffer a serious heart attack. This was just the situation Armando and Marcella Tafoya found themselves in recently.

Jill Smith, counselor at Point Defiance Elementary School, said, “Rather than panic, the brother and sister came to their mother’s rescue. Marcella called 911 while Armando performed chest compressions, with their grandmother assisting. Their heroic efforts saved the life of their mother.”

Marcella is in fifth grade at Point Defiance Elementary School, and Armando is a sixth grader at Truman Middle School.

To recognize this courageous effort, Lieutenant Bill Shoemaker, a paramedic with Gig Harbor Fire & Medic One, came to Point Defiance and Truman to publically honor Marcella and Armando and give them certificates at surprise ASB assemblies at their respective schools.   

Chris Hinds selected as Distinguished Principal nominee

During their Oct. 15 regular meeting, the Birney staff were intently focused on their principal, Christine Hinds, when a group of Tacoma principals and staff members from the Central Administration Building energetically—but politely—interrupted the meeting. Kelly Evans, principal of Sheridan Elementary School, announced that Hinds had been selected as the 2011 National Distinguished Principal nominee from the Tacoma region. She succeeds Stafford Elementary School Principal Cynthia Evans, the 2010 elementary school winner. Kelly Evans is the Tacoma region representative of the Elementary School Principals Association of Washington (ESPAW).  

Principals John, Blix, Paula Bond, Cyndi Evans, and Kelly Evans, along with Deputy Superintendent Carla Santorno, Assistant Superintendent Roseanne Fulton and Public Information Director Dan Voelpel surprised Hinds with flowers, balloons, hugs and accolades as she stood speechless in front of her staff. Throats choked and tears flowed as praise was heaped upon the Birney principal who acknowledged that her great staff was behind her success.

ESPAW annually confers the distinguished principal award on 18 elementary principals chosen from each of the state regions. Those 18 principals then go on to compete for the State National Distinguished Principal title. If Chris Hinds wins that honor (as did Geiger Principal Paula Bond in 2008), she will fly to Washington, D.C., along with 49 other state winners to meet the President, Congressional dignitaries and others in a special recognition of principals across the country who make a difference. 

National Distinguished Principal nominees are selected for their leadership, focus on increasing student achievement, developing and maintaining a positive school climate, involvement in the school and community and participation in ESPAW.  Hinds, along with all award winners, will be honored by her peers at state-wide principals’ conferences in June and October of 2011.

Mary Wilson receives Educating the Whole Child Award

Mary Wilson, principal of Manitou Park Elementary School, received one of two 2010 Educating the Whole Child Awards given recently by the Washington State Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (WSASCD). Wilson became Manitou Park’s principal in 2006. 

 

Manitou Park Elementary School used to be seen as one of the most academically challenged in Tacoma Public Schools. Historically, many students entered Manitou Park unprepared to learn and struggled with physical and emotional issues. 

 

Realizing that something needed to be done to impact students and learning, a series of events and connections with the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and other external partners led Wilson to begin implementation of a Compassionate Schools framework at Manitou Park. 

“The award is the result of a collaborative effort by the district, our staff, students and parents who embraced the principles of the compassionate school model. The award is shared by all,” Wilson said.

Read more how Wilson and her staff changed Manitou Park on the district Web site.
Patrick Paris honored with Hall of Fame math award
Giaudrone Middle School's eighth-grade math teacher, Patrick Paris won the Washington State Mathematics Council state Hall of Fame award, which is given to honor an outstanding contributor to the field of mathematics education. The awardee is an individual who has given his/her time and effort over a long period of time (10 years or more). The award may also be given posthumously. This award(s) when given will be presented at the NW Mathematics Conference when held in Washington.

The Washington State Mathematics Council (WSMC) is a professional organization that exists to promote and influence mathematics education. The membership is committed to developing, supporting and encouraging opportunities that lead to quality mathematics curricula and effective instruction. WSMC promotes high professional standards and serves as a communication network for anyone interested in mathematics education.

For more info on the award, please visit the WSMC Web site at www.wsmc.net.

Debbie Tygart named as Golden Apple Award winner

Debbie Tygart, a math and history teacher in the deaf and hard of hearing program at Mount Tahoma High School, was selected as a winner in the 19th Golden Apple Awards program, sponsored by KCTS 9 and funded by PEMCO Insurance. KCTS 9 received nearly 200 nominations from across the state. 

People were able to nominate a teacher, volunteer, administrator, staff member, community organization or local business making a difference in children’s lives. Seven individuals and three programs were selected for the 19th Golden Apple awards program. Nominations closed April 30.  

KCTS 9 will film the winners at their work locations and share the videos at the award presentation event in January.
Shani Watkins hired as assistant director of CTE

Shani Watkins is returning to Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) after four years as program director at Central Washington University. Watkins will serve as an assistant director of Career and Technical Education. She served as a teacher in TPS from 1999 to 2003 and as an instructional facilitator from 2003 to 2006.
CBTP needs old newspapers for project with community

The district’s Community Based Transition Program (CBTP) needs old newspapers. The staff members and students are supplying local St. Vincent de Paul Thrift stores and Value Village stores with materials to wrap fragile items for customers.

Please send newspapers to Cathy Sanderson, CAB/Annex, first floor, CBTP office, or call her at 253-571-1394.

CBTP students recycle used eyeglasses with Lions Club

The Community Based Transition Program (CBTP) is currently conducting an eyeglasses collection and training the 18- to 21-year-old trainees in the program how to sort, clean and prepare glasses for classification by prescription. Throughout the 2010-2011 school year, the students will prepare and package the glasses for doctors who travel to developing countries to distribute the recycled glasses. The CBTP has partnered with the Lions Club to collect and recycle used glasses for people in other countries through the Recycle for Sight program.

By donating unwanted eyeglasses, reading glasses and sunglasses (prescription and non-prescription), you can help to improve the life of someone in need. In most developing nations, eye care is either unaffordable or inaccessible. And for many, poor eyesight that is left uncorrected can lead to unemployment for adults and a child's inability to attend school.
School district employees who have glasses to donate, should wrap them with bubble wrap or in an unwanted eyeglass case (these cases are needed also) to send to Cathy Sanderson, CBTP, at the CAB annex. Program staff members will have the trainees count all the glasses/sunglasses that are donated and report the number collected. 

Any school that would like to have a collection box to run its own eyeglasses collection on site can contact Cathy Sanderson at csander@tacoma.k12.wa.us.

First Creek’s poster collection reflects wealth of diversity 

"Our children need to see their reflections in the faces of positive adult role models who look like them and have a similar life story. That way our First Creek Middle School students can visualize growing up to be positive, successful, accomplished adults," said Principal Delores Beason. She proudly pointed to posters reflecting Latino and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) history months displayed in the front office windows. 

Maya Angelou's quote inspired this effort. She wrote, "We all should know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry, and we must understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal in value." To that end, last year, Instructional Facilitator Rachel Smith-Mosel was given the charge of collecting posters reflecting the wealth of diversity at First Creek. She enlisted the help of the community, and now First Creek has an ever growing collection of posters designed to inspire and inform students and their families.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Madison Family Literacy program needs volunteers
The Madison school site houses a Family Literacy program that needs your help. The program needs volunteers to work in the computer lab, in the ESL classes, in small groups to encourage conversation, in private tutoring and in the childcare rooms.

 

Currently, the childcare room needs the most assistance on Fridays. During the rest of the week, volunteer staff members are present in more abundance, but on Fridays, there is a shortage. The children (ranging in age from 1 to 3 years old) are in the childcare room from 9 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. and need adult care and conversation. The Family Literacy program goal is to create an environment that is super rich in vocabulary for these littlest learners to ‘swim’ around in,” said Eileen Newton, family literacy teacher. “If you have time on Fridays, come on over and share with the babies in the Family Literacy program.”
 

For more information, contact Marla Peters at 253-571-1874; Avis Jackson at 253-571-1811 or Eileen Newton at 253-571-1808.

Stadium chemistry staff set for haunting demonstrations
On Oct. 28, the southeast tower of Stadium High School will become the home of talking pumpkins, loud explosions and mysterious burning metals as Stadium’s chemistry department presents its sixth annual Halloween demonstration. Stadium students will enter into Diane Colclough’s chemistry classroom, put on eye protection and be greeted by smoldering beakers and a sinister-looking pumpkin. 

Colclough originally started the Halloween demonstration for her classes, but three years ago, it evolved into a major event that now involves Stadium science teachers, Jim Boyd and Don Crider, and students from other non-chemistry science classes. 

This year’s event will be similar to last year’s demonstration, which focused on burning chemical reactions. “Last year’s event started with the ignition of hydrogen gas in a Pringles can that popped out a rocket which rose to the ceiling,” said Phil Hertzog, biology teacher. “Startled students jumped at the sudden noise, but then settled down and wrote their observations and the chemical formula of the reaction they had just witnessed.’

Read about “Sparky D. Frankenpumpkin” and other haunting chemistry demonstrations from last year’s event.

Wainwright Elementary School SAIL students will watch Crider stage demonstrations Oct. 29.
Applause

Foss earns Student Council Award of Excellence

Foss High School received the 2009-2010 Student Council Award of Excellence, sponsored by the Washington Association of Student Councils. The association is a division of the Association of Washington School Principals.

“The ASB officers and student leaders at Foss High School continue to lead the state in their innovative projects and commitment to service,” said Susan Fortin, executive director of the Washington Association of Student Councils. “Through Foss’ involvement in student leadership activities at the state and its local focus on the themes of recognition, civic engagement, community service and evaluation, the Foss ASB is making a positive difference in the school, community and world.”

The goal for schools is to help all students achieve academic and social success. A strong student leadership program helps schools reach this goal by creating a positive school climate. Student leaders are the key to creating a school where all students feel empowered, engaged and valued.

Kirkeeng helps fulfill birthday wish for 97-year-old

SETS coordinator Barry Kirkeeng and his wife Teresa Stone recently held a grape harvest party at their home with about a dozen old and new friends, harvesting more than 200 pounds of Campbell Early grapes, according to a story written by Jim McCausland in Sunset Magazine. One of the new friends was a 97-year-old lady whose family helped her fulfill a birthday wish.

One son sent an e-mail to the Grapeview Community Association’s Web site asking if anyone had grapes, because his 97-year-old mother wanted to pick grapes for her birthday—as she had done as a child. “My wife Teresa contacted the family, and two sons, a daughter-in-law and the 97-year-old came out and picked grapes,” Kirkeeng said. “Later they called to thank us and said what their mother talked about all the way back to Tacoma was picking grapes on Saturday.”
Truman students practice writing skills

Truman students participated in an all-school writing event Sept. 17. All students responded to the same writing prompt. This year the theme was “If you were a billionaire, what three things would you spend it on?” Some students went around asking their peers what they would do and here are the most common answers: donate to charities, buy a new house, save the money, buy a new car, buy new clothes, pay for college, help their family with bills, donate to people with disabilities, and helping disaster relief organizations. These were only a few of the responses given by the nearly 800 Truman students. 
This event will help our language arts teachers see everyone’s writing skills. The essay was written in everyone’s Titan Times classes and took about two hours. The topic gets you thinking—what would you do if you had a billion dollars—help with school funds, help your family or go shopping?
Students did an excellent job! Keep up the good work.
—Written by Alexia Ramos, Truman student in Shannon Brodigan’s class
Truman Titan teachers have spirit
A Truman Middle School student in Shannon Brodigan’s class wrote about Truman teachers:

Truman teachers have spirit! The teachers have more than spirit! They exude strength and resilience. With our inquisitive students, you would expect the teacher’s brains to implode, but with both strong spirits and minds, they thrive and get the job done. Passing us on to the next level is not an easy task for a teacher. But, through the years here at Truman we learn, and experience more than ever before. 
Here at Truman the teachers go beyond the call of duty. They provide us with tons of knowledge we won’t forget. They also help us understand the subjects. We will successfully pass on to the next grade level because of their spirit. As we leave Truman Middle School, we will remember their patience with us for a long time. 
One example of Truman spirit is the warm welcome sixth graders have received upon arrival. They discovered they can ask any teacher or student for assistance and receive help. As a result of Truman spirit, students experience a lot of friendships. Our differences seem to enrich our friendships. Together at Truman, we can and will make a positive difference.
Whether you are a student or parent, we want you to experience life at Truman fully. Parents or guardians wishing to visit us, may come in and get a pass. Come and share some Truman spirit with us.
PTA hosts dance-a-thon fundraiser surpasses goal
The Browns Point Elementary School PTA members did not let renovation of the track and fields stop them from raising money this fall. A huge area of the fields is currently fenced off and will be unavailable to students until May or June 2011. The PTA chose to host a dance-a-thon Oct. 8, and the event was better attended than the walk-a-thons—and surpassed the monetary goal of $15,000 set by the PTA, according to Principal Pat Thomas.

“Students, parents and staff members all had a ball trying to keep up with the Wii Fit exercise dancers on the big screen,” Thomas said. There were three different 45-minute sessions of mixed grade levels dancing together.

Students who raised at least $50 received bright green T-shirts which were donated to the school, as well as water bottles. Thomas said these donations helped keep the PTA overhead very low.
As of Oct. 11, the PTA raised almost $15,270. Winning classroom sundaes in the primary category were Julie Robinson’s students with a total of $1,141 earned. Christine Koukles’ class raised $1,518.75 to win in the upper grade category.

Thanks for supporting after-school activities at First Creek

Monday through Friday, First Creek's after-school activities are buzzing thanks to teachers and community leaders who partner to ensure the Eagles have a full menu of extracurricular activities to choose from.  Huge thanks go to:

 

· ASB: Rachel Smith-Mosel

· Athletics: Waymon Cruell

· BRAVO: Isabell Grillet

· Campus Life: Lenora Olsen

· Chess club: Lisa Herztog

· Drama club: Kristin Oliver and Kim Martin

· EPA: Lenora Olsen

· FCMS step team: Linda Harris and Rhonda Taborn

· MESA: Ruth Knighten
· Math Circle: Heather Vivenzio-Taylor
· Math Homework club: Valentina Klishta, Heather Vivenzio-Taylor, Abid Husain
· Mentor 253: Ryan Hills, Joe Martinez and Kerri Feider
· Operation Environmentally Green Science club: Deb Sanford and Donna Chang
· Proyector Mole: Melody Rodriguea, Izzy Perez, Kristin Korvell and Veronica Millan
· Samoan Dance and Ukuele club: Colleen Cline
· SPARX: Chris Hippah
· Youth and Government: Rachel Smith-Mosel
Wilson students participate in Career Construction Day

Twenty-nine Wilson High School students attended the Career Construction Day Oct. 14 Western Washington Fair Grounds in Puyallup. All learned about various trades and had the opportunity to build, make, perform and run equipment. Ten of the 11 young women who participated made tool boxes.
Professional development and staff opportunities
DRS Save for Retirement Week Oct. 17-23
Are you saving enough today for a better tomorrow? Please join Department of Retirement Systems (DRS) in participating in National Save for Retirement Week Oct. 17 to 23 by accessing and using their Save for Retirement Week calendar. 

DRS would like to encourage you to participate in the National Save for Retirement Week. This event calls on all employees to take full advantage of their employer’s retirement plans—including deferred compensation programs. 

Although most employees know that they should plan for retirement, many simply don’t know where to start. DRS developed a calendar with the goal of helping members start or revisit their planning. It assigns retirement planning tasks to each day during National Save for Retirement Week and provides links to many retirement planning resources. Retirement planning is a journey and this calendar may provide the first step on that journey for many employees.
Oline programs available for educators

In preparation for Fall of 2010, 360 Education Solutions has identified the newest and most convenient online programs for educators and administrators. This is a great time to get started. 

Are you aware that the new Student Aid & Fiscal Responsibilities Act has made it more convenient for educators to obtain federal financial aid? 360 Education Solutions has partnered exclusively with universities which are "regionally accredited." This means they qualify for TEACH grant and Title I Loan Forgiveness opportunities.
To find out what graduate and undergraduate programs are available, click here.
SharePoint lab for school webmasters

School webmasters can attend open lab sessions each month on the third Monday in Lab 7 at the PDC, from 4 to 6 p.m. Instructional Technology staff members will use this time to demonstrate new features of SharePoint 2010, answer questions and assist you with your site. Laptops are in the lab, but you will not be able to access your H drive. Bring either materials on removable media or your laptop.

The dates of the lab sessions are: Nov. 15, Dec. 13, Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 21, April 18 and May 16. Please register online through the Professional Development calendar.

Employee Self Service online information sessions open

Employee Self Service (ESS) sessions are available for employees, coaches and substitutes to learn how to access pay check information, benefits, leave balances and professional development hours online. Register via the Professional Development calendar. 

Sessions are information only; no PEP credit or clock hours are available. However, employees with individual in-service hours may use those if attending on non-work time. Dates of upcoming sessions are:

· Oct. 26, 3:30 to 4 p.m., PDC, room 4

· Oct. 27, 4:30 to 5 p.m., PDC, room 5

· Nov. 9, 11 to 11:30 a.m., PDC, room 4

· Nov. 9, 2 to 2:30 p.m. PDC, room 4

· Nov. 16, 11 to 11:30 a.m., PDC, room 10

· Nov. 16, 2 to 2:30 p.m., PDC, room 10

Tech tips


Solving online grades display problems 
At times you might run into a problem with the way online grades are displaying to either you, your parents or your students. Here is the first step in problem solving the issue. Watch this short 1 1/2 minute video on how to correct the issue.

Commute trip reduction
TPS staff member wins gift card for commute trip reduction

Congratulations to Shera Adams at the Central Administration Building who won a $25 gift certificate in the third quarter Relax Rewards campaign through Pierce Trips. 
Community opportunities

Free training for youth development professionals

The National Guard will sponsor a free training opportunity for youth development professionals in Olympia and Spokane. The two-day workshop will focus on building leadership and resiliency capacity, among other topics. The training will be presented by the Fulcrum Leadership Institute. The training in Olympia will be Nov. 17-18, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Spokane session will be Nov. 19-20, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For details and a registration form, click here.
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Tacoma School District No. 10 complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Laurie Taylor, assistant superintendent, Human Resources, telephone 253-571-1252. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253-571-1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Jennifer Traufler, executive director, Student Services, telephone 253-571-1224. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, Disability Accommodations Office, telephone 253-571-1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.

	Oct. 22, 2010
Images of the week
Chris Hinds is Distinguished Principal nominee
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Birney E.S. Principal Chris Hinds is elated when she heard she was selected as a 2011 Distinguished Principal nominee from the Tacoma region.
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Geiger E.S. Principal Paula Bond, left, and Stafford E.S. Principal Cynthia Evans are former Distinguished Principal nominees. Sheridan E.S. Principal Kelly Evans is the Tacoma area representative of the Elementary School Principals Association of Washington, which sponsors the award. 
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Birney Principal Chris Hinds’ family helped celebrate her nomination. From left are daughter-in-law Katrina Sherfey-Hinds, son Jesse Sherfey-Hinds, grandson Rown Hinds and husband Ed Fahnoe. Katrina is an occupational therapist with TPS and Jesse teaches drama at Stewart M.S.
Students help save mother
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Lieutenant Bill Shoemaker, a paramedic with Gig Harbor Fire & Medic On, presents Truman M.S. sixth grader Armando Tafoya with a certificate for helping save his mother’s life.
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At Point Defiance E.S., Shoemaker describes how fifth grader Marcella Tafoya and her brother helped save their mother when she collapsed with a heart attack.
Mary Wilson one of two winners in state
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Manitou Park Principal Mary Wilson recently received an Educating the Whole Child award.
Browns Point PTA hosts dance-a-thon
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Families danced with the Wii Fit exercise dancers on the big screen at Browns Point E.S. to help the PTA with its Oct. 8 fundraiser.
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Staff and students at Browns Point who raised at least $50 for the PTA dance-a-thon received bright T-shirts. 
Paris earns math award
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A Giaudrone M.S. eighth-grade math teacher, Patrick Paris recently received a Hall of Fame math award from the Washington State Mathematics Council. 

Shani Watkins returns to TPS
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The new assistant director for Career and Technical Education is Shani Watkins, who was formerly a TPS instructional facilitator and teacher.

First Creek celebrates diversity
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First Creek M.S. is collecting posters celebrating the diversity of cultures in the school and prominently displaying the posters near the main office.
Blast from the Past…
District 10 carved from District 2
On Sept. 13, 1869, the Pierce County superintendent of schools authorized A.W. Stewart, a carpenter and wagonmaker, to organize Tacoma School District 11 from a portion of School District 2. The district number was changed from 11 to 10 on Jan. 3, 1870.
The first school district directors were chosen at a meeting in F.C. Miller’s store on Oct. 9, 1869. Elected by six votes each were Morton Matthew McCarver, Peter Cook and Stewart. G.T. Vining, who polled seven votes, was named district clerk.
Original records reveal that the clerk was authorized to “procure a stove, four joints of pipe and three windows for a schoolhouse and a book to keep the records in.”

These records were lost and not rediscovered until the 1940s, only to be lost again.
This information originated in “For the Record, a History of the Tacoma Public Schools, 1869-1984,” by Winnifred L. Olsen.
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