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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253-571-1015.  
Dates to remember
Oct. 15: Mt. Tahoma H.S. 50th anniversary homecoming tail gate party, 4 p.m.
Oct. 18-21: Flu shots (see schedule below)

Oct. 20: Gray M.S. Literacy Night, South Tacoma public library, 5 to 7 p.m.

Oct. 20: Reed E.S., Parent/Principal Forum, 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 22: Reed E.S. PTA Fall Harvest Festival, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 22: Mann E.S. PTA Fall Festival and book fair, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 22; Highly Capable advisory committee applications due

Oct. 23: Stadium H.S. alumni dinner/dance, Fircrest Golf Club, 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 28: Jesse Trujillo retirement party, Mt. Tahoma H.S., 3 p.m.

Oct. 28: Wilson H.S. Show Choir and Jazz Choir concert, Blue Mouse Theatre, 5 p.m.

Oct. 28: First Creek M.S. Family Math Night, 6 to 8 p.m.

Oct. 28: McCarver McTakeover of McDonalds, Tacoma Ave., 5:30 to 7: 30 p.m.
Oct. 29: Jason Lee M.S, Zumbathon Party in Pink, 3:30 p.m.
Nov. 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22: The Sound Partnership open enrollment (see story below)

Nov. 4: Lister E.S., Candlelight Ceremony for Bill Wynne, 6 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE: Feb. 17: Tacoma Council PTA Centennial, LHS, 4:30 p.m.
Applause
Kudos to print shop staff

Student Services so appreciates the extra effort the print shop staff members put into supporting everyone. Being new here, I didn’t think about the turnaround time for copies to be made for our staff’s back-to-school kick off. The print shop staff exceeded our expectations!  They knocked out our order in no time (as it appeared to us) and helped us get all of our hand-outs ready for 300 people. This kind of support really helps reduce stress and serves our buildings well. Thank you, print shop staff! 

—Jennifer Traufler, executive director, Student Services
SOTA students selected for Storm Dance Troupe

Three School of the Arts students Imani Blackmon, Jaida Pierson and Seth Thomas were selected for the Storm Dance Troupe, which will perform at the Oct. 24 Seattle Seahawks football game. The troupe represents the Seattle Storm 2010 WNBA champions. 
Individual dancers audition for a position with the troupe. This year, it was a three-day selection process. The job pays for practice sessions, performances, promotions, food, wardrobe and travel.  Visit the Web site at http://bit.ly/bCayFH.  
Upcoming events
Students’ woodworking projects entered in competition

Wilson High School woodworking students’ projects will be entered into the Northwest Wood Carvers Association’s 30th annual show and sale at the Puyallup Fairgrounds Nov. 13 and 14. Wilson will host a celebration of the students’ accomplishments on Monday, Nov. 15, and their work will be on display in the woodworking shop. Several students have photographs of their work in the woodcarver’s brochure. 

Meeker to host 20th holiday bazaar Nov. 20

Meeker Middle School’s 20th holiday bazaar will be Saturday, Nov. 20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. More than 70 vendors will have an array of year-round gifts and holiday decorations for sale. For general and vendor information, e-mail holidaybazaar@meekernz.net or call Brian Michael at 202-229-0438.
Jason Lee to sponsor Zumbathon for breast cancer awareness
Jason Lee Middle School will host a Zumbathon Party in Pink for Breast Cancer Awareness Month Friday, Oct. 29, 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. The cost will be $10 for adults, $5 for students and $2 for students with ASB cards. 

Some of the proceeds will go to Susan G. Komen for the Cure. For more information, contact Natasha Wyatt, guidance counselor, at 253-571-7752.

School groups invited to WeatherFest 2011

WeatherFest, sponsored by the American Meteorological Society, will be  Sunday, Jan. 23 at the Washington State Convention Center in Seattle.
WeatherFest is for everyone. You will see nearly 60 interactive science exhibits, including hands-on experiments, educational information and career guides. For more information, visit the WeatherFest Web site at http://bit.ly/dtrhE. 
News and updates
Lincoln awarded $1.75 million grant

Lincoln High School won a Smaller Learning Communities grant last week, the only school in Washington state to receive funding under the U.S. Department of Education’s High School Graduation Initiative. The grant, which targets professional development, graduation support and college preparedness, could go up to just under $2 million if the grant is funded for the full five years, said Lincoln High School Co-Principal Pat Erwin.
The total grant award is $1.75 million that would be given to Lincoln in four installments over five years. The first two-year payment is $728,257.
Lincoln Center, housed at Lincoln High School, is one of three academies at the school, and will be the connecting point for the grant’s Perseverance Over Poverty (POP) Project, instituting key curriculum features in Lincoln’s other two small learning communities through work with the College Preparedness Program.

Erwin credited “star teacher, and now star grant writer, Jennifer Zamira for her great work in authoring the grant, the assistance of our network of friends in the College Preparedness Project and colleagues from the surrounding areas for their ideas and input.”

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan announced nearly $100 million in grants to support state and local efforts to reform high schools and improve educational outcomes of students. Twenty-eight high schools throughout the nation will receive $52.2 million under the Small Learning Communities program and 29 states and districts will receive $46.6 million under the High School Graduation Initiative program. 

The Smaller Learning Communities grants support large comprehensive high schools to create smaller, personalized learning environments with the goal of improving the academic achievement of students and preparing them for post-secondary education. Grantees will also focus on improving teaching and learning by providing teachers with collaborative planning time to meet the needs of their students.

Bryant invites guest readers for preschool students

Firefighter and Wilson High School alum, Jason Emerson, was Byant Montessori School’s special guest during “Neighborhood Storytime.” Emerson read a firefighter book to the preschool children, showed everyone his gear and talked about being safe. He is also the brother of Byrant’s Dawn Baughman, teacher-librarian. 

Children were also able to check out books for the week provided by the district’s new READY! Set! Read! program. Weekly story times occur Tuesdays in the Bryant library from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. to encourage the early love of reading. Any preschool age child is invited to attend. Please contact Dawn Baughman with any questions at 253-571-2861 or e-mail her at dbaugh1@tacoma.k12.wa.us. 

Stafford after-school program begins

Ala Talo, site coordinator for Hearts for Kids at Stafford Elementary School, said this after-school program recently started up at Stafford with a great turnout the first day. This was due to the efforts of the Stafford’s school staff, community members and volunteers as well as students and parents.

“We had a partnership with Lake City Community Church in Lakewood with its Prime Timers ladies who invested their time in teaching our students here how to knit,” said Talo. "We are so thrilled to do this with the youth at Stafford," said Theron Kirby, who rallied the people in her group. About six Prime Timers showed up the first day.

Talo said Hearts for Kids partnered with the Lakewood YMCA to send two of its dance instructors to teach Stafford students about ballet and modern hip hop dance. “Students were so thrilled and the ballet class is overflowing,” she said. “It is so great to see the many students who are interested in enrichment activities offered.” 

Stafford staff members assisted in giving extra math help after school to third, fourth and fifth graders.
“We also want to acknowledge our grandparents who paired up to offer a cooking class for our second and third graders on Tuesdays,” Talo said. “It is great to see parents who are willing to invest in our students.” Another great success is the Stafford cheer squad led by a parent of a kindergarten student. 

“Hearts for Kids could have not done this alone,” Talo said. “We wanted to thank each of our principals and staff, our parents and students, our supporters in the community and most of all our Northwest Leadership Foundation family. We greatly appreciate all of you. Thanks also to Teresa Christianson for guidance and support from Title I department.”
Parents swarm to First Creek M.S. for conferences
“The First Creek Middle School team was happy but tired as they reminisced about the swarm of parents coming to the school’s student-led conferences (SLCs),” said Rachel Smith-Mosel, instructional facilitator. “Teachers were thrilled by the turn out.”  
“Parents were everywhere,” said Principal Delores Beason, “But, even more exciting than the high attendance rate was the quality of the conversations taking place between students and their parent/guardians.”  Tacoma Assessment Database information, current student work examples, online grades, goals and portfolios were the centerpiece of the SLCs.  
 “Parents shared how empowered they felt by access to online grades, data and a discussion about their student’s current work so early in the year,” Beason said. The success of the student-led conferences is a result of teacher diligence and the hard work/preparation of First Creek’s Navigation 101/College Sparks team of Smith-Mosel, Ellen McIntyre and Ashley Miraflor.   
Professional development and staff opportunities
Grand Canyon University to host information sessions

Grand Canyon University will host information sessions on earning advanced education degrees Nov. 18 at the district’s Professional Development Center, Room 11. The sessions will run on the hour at 2:30, 3:30, 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.

For more information or to RSVP, go to the Web site at www.gcu.edu/ec/rperry, e-mail rperry@online.gcu.edu or call 360-391-0664. Click here for the flyer.

Employee Self Service online information sessions open

Employee Self Service (ESS) sessions are available for employees, coaches and substitutes to learn how to access pay check information, benefits, leave balances and professional development hours online. Register via the Professional Development calendar. Sessions are information only; no PEP credit or clock hours are available. However, employees with individual in-service hours may use those if attending on non-work time.
· Oct. 19, 3:30 to 4 p.m., PDC, Room 4

· Oct. 20, 4:30 to 5 p.m., PDC, Room 1

· Oct. 26, 3:30 to 4 p.m., PDC, Room 4

· Oct. 27, 4:30 to 5 p.m., PDC, Room 5

The Sound Partnership

Open enrollment meetings scheduled in November

Employees, spouses and domestic partners may attend The Sound Partnership open enrollment meetings that will cover benefit options and enrollment decisions. The meetings will occur:
· Nov. 3, Mt. Tahoma High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 8, CAB, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

· Nov. 10, Foss High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 15, Stadium High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 17, Lincoln High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

· Nov. 22, Wilson High School, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Free employee flu shots available

The Sound Partnership provides free flu shots to members, spouses and domestic partners and dependent children age 18 or older. Shots are 2 to 5 p.m. each day listed below except Oct. 21 at Transportation Department, which is set for 9 a.m. to noon:
· Oct. 18, Mt. Tahoma High School

· Oct. 19, Stadium High School

· Oct. 20, Wilson High School

· Oct. 21, Transportation Department, 9 a.m. to noon
· Oct. 21, Lincoln High School

Shots also will be available at the Benefits Fair at the Professional Development Center on Nov. 18 from 3 to 6 p.m.

Tech tips

Add students to grade book 
To add students to your grade book, watch this short video.
Commute trip reduction
2010 Fall Wheel Options Campaign top prize is $2,500 

How would you spend $2,500? How easy is it to win such a prize? A $2,500 grand prize will be given to the winner of the 2010 Fall Wheel Options Campaign Oct. 17 through 30. When you try a Wheel Option—carpool, vanpool, bus, train and bicycle, walking, working from home or not commuting because of compressed work schedule—you’re eligible to win the grand prize.
Record trips using the Pierce Trips Commute Calendar by Nov. 5 and be eligible for other prizes, such as a vacation for two at Sun Mountain Lodge in Winthrop, a spa getaway at Chrysalis Inn in Bellingham or an Apple iPad. For more information, go online to www.piercetrips.com.  
Community opportunities

Point Defiance Career Day event Nov. 13

Students in grade six through college are invited the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium Saturday, Nov. 13, for the annual Career Day event. With teacher/advisor approval, this event may meet job shadow or other career exploration requirements for students.
Admission is free all day for participating students. Pre-registration is not required for this event. Students under age 16 must be accompanied by a paying adult. A minimum of one adult per five students under the age of 16 is required.

Check-in begins at the Career Day tents above the admissions gates at 9:30 a.m. Staff biologist panel and zoo keeper presentations, and behind-the-scene exhibit tours (limited to 15-20 students per tour) will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The zoo closes at 4 p.m.
To download a 2010 Career Day flyer or learn more about zoo careers and the Career Discovery program, visit the Career Programs and Information page of the Web site at www.pdza.org or click here. 

For more information, contact the zoo at Cathleen.mcconnell@pdza.org. 

Race and Pedagogy Youth Summit Oct. 23
The 2010 All-City Race & Pedagogy Youth Summit will be Sunday, Oct. 23 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Lincoln High School, 701 S. 37th St. The youth-led summit includes real talk about race, education and pedagogy, live performances, free food and community connects. To register, contact rpyouth.summit@gmail.com or call 253-879-3506.
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Tacoma School District No. 10 complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Laurie Taylor, assistant superintendent, Human Resources, telephone 253-571-1252. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253-571-1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Jennifer Traufler, executive director, Student Services, telephone 253-571-1224. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, Disability Accommodations Office, telephone 253-571-1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
Community members read to Bryant preschoolers
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Bryant Montessori teacher-librarian Dawn Baughman sits with her brother, Jason Emerson, a firefighter and Wilson graduate. Emerson read to preschoolers during the weekly Neighborhood Storytime.

First Creek parents flock to conferences
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First Creek M.S. parents and staff members work together during student-led conferences.

Hearts for Kids begin after-school programs
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Dancers from the Lakewood YMCA instruct Stafford E.S. students in ballet.
[image: image5.jpg]



Members of the Lake City Community Church in Lakewood teach Stafford students how to knit.
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Members of the Prime Timers group from a Lakewood church help teach students during the after-school program.
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A Stafford student learns how to knit with help from a Prime Timer from the Lake City Community Church.
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Hearts for Kids is an after-school program that provides math help to Stafford students.
Blast from the Past…
Typewriters delivered to Central School
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On Aug. 31, 1936, two unidentified workmen delivered 50 new typewriters to the Central School building at 601 South 8th St.—just in time for the new school year that began Sept. 1. The typewriters were ordered from Stationers Inc. at 926 Pacific Ave. 
The "new" Central School opened in 1913, and was used as a school building until 1968 when it was converted to the district’s administrative headquarters.

—Photo courtesy of Tacoma Public Library Northwest Room
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