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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to Remember
Nov. 1–30: American Indian Heritage Month

Nov. 10: Truman M.S., 9 a.m., Veterans Day assembly 

Nov. 10: Grant Center for the Expressive Arts, 2 p.m., Veterans Day assembly 
Nov. 10: Whittier E.S., 2:30 p.m., Veterans Day assembly

Nov. 10: Manitou Park E.S., 2:30 p.m., Veterans Day assembly

Nov. 10: McKinley E.S., 2:45 p.m., Veterans Day assembly 

Nov. 10: Franklin E.S., 2:45 p.m., Veterans Day assembly

Nov. 11: Veterans Day 
Nov. 13: Edison E.S., 2:30 p.m., Veterans Day assembly
Nov. 13: 6 p.m., school board meeting (study session)

Nov. 16–22: American Education Week

Nov. 19: National Educational Support Professionals Day
Nov. 22: Meeker M.S. Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 4402 Nassau Ave. N.E.
Nov. 20: National Parent Involvement Day

Nov. 24: 12:01 p.m., school board meeting (note time, day change)

Nov. 27–28: Thanksgiving break, no school

News and updates

Optional enrollment is Nov. 21 to Dec. 18
Optional enrollment for the Tacoma Public Schools is Nov. 21 to Dec. 18—about a month and a half earlier than last year. Parent or guardians of current fifth- and eighth-grade students will get a letter about optional enrollment about Nov. 21, stating which school they are scheduled to attend for the next school year.

 

The applications will be available beginning Nov. 21 at any elementary or middle school or from Technology Services, Room 202, Central Administration Building, 601 S. 8th St., Tacoma.

 

Applications will be accepted between 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. from Nov. 21 to Dec. 18. The form may be returned either by mail with a postmark no later than Dec. 18 or in person to Technology Services, Room 202, Central Administration Building no later than 4 p.m. on Dec. 18. Schools cannot accept optional enrollment applications.

More information is available in a Frequently Asked Questions handout and an Optional Enrollment timeline.

Graduation requirements for math change
The minimum high school graduation requirements beginning for those students entering the ninth grade on or after July 1, 2009, have changed. The State Board of Education adopted a new rule at its July 24 meeting that will require that all students in the class of 2013 and beyond to earn three mathematics credits to graduate from a public high school.

These new requirements were requested in the 2007 legislation and were supported by research and testimony to the board from the business community and other stakeholders. They also support the board’s vision for the purpose of the high school diploma: to declare that a student is ready for success after high school. For a link to OSPI’s memo, click here.

Events planned to celebrate Gray’s history and new course

Gray Middle School staff members, students and parents have formed a committee to organize special events to celebrate Gray’s rich history and introduce the community to its new school building which will open on Jan. 5, 2009, at 6229 S. Tyler St. 

Alumni to share memories
The Gray Pilots will hold an alumni celebration on Tuesday, Dec. 16, from 6–8 p.m., at old Gray Middle School, 3109 S. 60th St. Gray alumni will be able to tour the old building, share memories and say goodbye. Sam Tooley, current band teacher, is organizing a Gray alumni band that will perform under the direction of Sam Reed, a former Gray band teacher. If any alumni are interested in joining the band for this occasion, contact Tooley at 253.571.1860 or e-mail him at stooley@tacoma.k12.wa.us.

Gray Charts a New Course: Come Celebrate! event
As Gray charts its new course, it will hold a gala event—a rollicking musical with a decade-by-decade review of the school’s first 82 years, featuring students, alumni, faculty and friends—on Friday, Feb. 6, from 6–8 p.m., at the new school at 6229 S. Tyler St. This is an event you will not want to miss.
The committee wants to create an alumni database and asks alumni to contact the school to be included. If you are interested in volunteering or sponsoring an event, contact Gray Middle School at 253.571.1860. 

Lincoln project wins design awards

The awards keep pouring in for the extraordinary design and reconstruction of Lincoln High School, recognized for its “exceptional and inspiring” renovation, overall design, engineering and construction quality. Lincoln High School designers and construction team have earned six awards this year:
· 2008 Excellence in Masonry Design Honor Award for Rehabilitation/Restoration 

· 2008 Distinguished Project Award 

· Bronze Award from the 25th Annual Reconstruction & Renovation Awards 

· Lee J. Brockway Award 

· Shirley Cooper Award 
· CEFPI Pacific Northwest Honorable Mention Citation

Peter Wall, director, Planning and Construction, stated, “The Lincoln High School project is one in which the entire district can take pride. These national awards demonstrate the success of the architect’s vision, creativity and skill applied to the design of a successful educational facility.” 
Continued
Bryant to become an international peace site

Bryant Montessori School will install and dedicate a peace pole at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 14, to become the first international peace site in Tacoma.
As a peace site, Bryant commits to upholding these principles:

· Protect the environment

· Promote intercultural understanding and celebrate diversity

· Seek peace within yourself and others

· Reach out in service

· Be a responsible citizen of the world 

Students wrote or drew their commitment to being a peaceful citizen in the classroom and presented it at a September school assembly, along with hundreds of paper cranes. They have been meeting after school to write press releases, create invitations, write reflections, plan music and prepare the front of the school for the installation of the peace pole and peace garden.

Contact parent Kim Ebert-Coley at 253.468.8630 or e-mail her at kimebert@nventure.com for more information or if you would like to help with this event. Click here for more information.
Background information on international peace sites is available at the Web site at http://www.peacesites.org/peace_sites/index.php.

BJ’s Bingo in Fife to provide jackets for Lister students

BJ's Bingo in Fife will provide nearly 400 Lister Elementary School students with a black sports jacket with the school name embroidered in yellow. The students will receive the jackets in their school colors on Nov. 18, at 10:30 a.m. 
Each year, BJ’s Bingo makes a donation to a needy school or charity during the holiday season. This is the third year that BJ's has outfitted students in a Tacoma elementary school with warm coats. 
Lister Principal Ray Maltos said, “With all of the jackets being exactly the same and in the school colors, it will help greatly with our school identity.”  The school colors are black, yellow and white and each jacket will have the school logo embroidered on the left chest which will promote school pride and a sense of community.
Contact Jenynne DeNoble, BJ's Bingo, at 253.922.0430 or e-mail her at jenynne@bjs-bingo.com, for more information.
Franklin fourth graders vote for a president
One by one, fourth graders at Franklin Elementary School parted the red and white crepe paper streamers on the voting booth after casting their vote for president and stepped out to get an “I Voted” sticker from the poll worker, teacher Shelly Smith.

The students have spent the past month learning about the election process and government. One wall of their classroom has been devoted to elections and voting. They have been keeping election journals recording their research of the election process, results of the state primaries, candidate qualifications and duties of the president. The fourth graders also studied the conventions and Democratic and Republican presidential and vice presidential candidates.

Smith said the overall theme was to teach her students to be respectful of the candidates and respectful of others’ opinions. “I want my students to remember the election of 2008 50 years from now because it will be very historic. Teaching our students the responsibilities of being an American citizen is everyone’s responsibility,” she said.
Continued
Request for staff members help
The Public Information Office (PIO) is gathering information on any staff members who went through the Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) as a child, were taught by a TPS staff member who is still working for TPS and whom they are both currently working for in the district. 

PIO wants to know:

· former student/staff member's name

· former student/staff member's current position

· former student/staff member's years of service

· the name of the teacher who taught them
· the teacher's current position–is he/she doing something different in the district now than teaching, what did he/she teach and what is he/she doing now for the district?

· the teacher's years of service
Please send the information to Stacy Flores, PIO coordinator, at sflores@tacoma.k12.wa.us.

Manitou Park E.S. to hold math game night Nov. 12

Manitou Park Elementary School will hold a math games night on Nov. 12 from 5–7 p.m. for Manitou Park families. Teachers from throughout the district are also invited to come to the event to check out the math games available from Math & Stuff.

Families can learn fun games that will teach children math. The games were purchased at Math & Stuff, and families will be able to purchase these games in the school library. 
 

Staff members will share information about the math curriculum in the classrooms. In addition, the Square Foot Nutrition staff will share "brain food" that will be cooked in Room 130. 

Grant to celebrate Art at Work Month

Grant Center for the Expressive Arts will offer "Pancakes, Pottery and Painting" for Grant families on Saturday, Nov. 15, from 9 to 11 a.m., to coincide with the many activities and displays that the city of Tacoma is promoting during November. A free pancake breakfast will be held in the cafeteria for those attending the event. Grant will also create a handprint mural on a brick wall between Grant’s portables and main building. The event is open to the public. 
People who have ordered pottery pieces from the PTA before Oct. 24 will be glazing their pottery as part of a fundraiser for the ongoing arts program at Grant. Contact Eileen Newton, Grant art teacher, at 253.571.5401 for more information.
Third graders’ art in re-Art show

Last year, Stephanie Seberson’s Washington-Hoyt Elementary School third-grade students produced a piece of recycled art, “Trashing America,” now being featured at Gallery Madera in downtown Tacoma. The flag project was also featured on the front of a mailing to announce the re-Art art show that runs through November.

 

 “Because we became a ‘green school’ last year, my art docent parents, Paul and Megan Blanchard, and my students created a 4x5-foot American flag out of non-recycled red, white and blue trash on a plywood base, “ said Seberson. “This was to send a message that not enough is being done to figure out a way to re-cycle the garbage people throw away. I was able to grab a teachable moment when my students started noticing that the garbage they were nailing, gluing and stapling to the base had words on it like: crystal clear, organic, earth-friendly, healthy, etc....that was irony!”
Continued
Applause
SOTA student to play with Seattle Symphony

Hayley Watt, a violinist and senior at Tacoma School of the Arts was selected as a Seattle Symphony Gold Medalist with other high school seniors from the area and they performed with the symphony on Nov. 7 at the Pantages Theater in Tacoma. 
The Seattle Symphony Gold Medalist performances provide an opportunity for local high school instrumentalists who have achieved outstanding levels of proficiency to perform with the Symphony.  The Gold Medalist program includes rehearsals at Benaroya Hall, personal coaching from Seattle Symphony musicians, a concert performance, and the presentation of a gold medal to the young artists. 
Mason M.S. welcomes world champion boxer

Mason Middle School welcomed gold medalist and professional world champion boxer, Leo Randolph, during an all-school assembly on Thursday, Oct. 30. Randolph's visit was very special because he is a life-long Tacoma resident, and attended Mason Middle School, then called Mason Junior High. He shared his gold medal and World Boxing Association (WBA) belt with the student body, as well as advice to work hard, stay in school and follow your dreams. He signed many autographs for the students who were inspired by his warm personality and great achievements.

 

Randolph won the gold medal in boxing during the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal, and the WBA professional world championship in 1980. Retired from boxing, he works for Pierce Transit and volunteers at a Boys & Girls Club and Remann Hall.

McIlvaigh’s Swan Creek library night a huge success

McIlvaigh Middle School held its fourth annual Swan Creek Library night on Oct. 15. It was timed to coincide with Teen Read Week which is held during the third week in October. The theme this year was “Take a Bite Out of a Good Book.”

Sue Kelley, McIlvaigh librarian, coordinated three sessions of book talks with drawings for prizes. McIlvaigh staff members coordinated with the Tacoma Community House for use of the computer lab to train parents and students to access the new online grading system at McIlvaigh.
Continued
Browns Point’s waiver day ends in fun

Browns Point Elementary School had a great waiver day working on its math school improvement goal. The Climate Committee came up with a novel idea for ending the day with some fun. Teams were given some supplies, but no scissors,

and were told to come up with a costume for one member of their team in 15 minutes. —Principal Pat Thomas, Browns Point E.S.
Washington-Hoyt students cut waste

Washington-Hoyt Elementary School has an active green-school effort in its second year. “Our back-to-school barbecue which served 700 people was waste free,” said Emmy Murphy, a second-grade teacher. “With the help of Tacoma's Solid Waste division, everything used was reused, recycled or composted. Absolutely no waste!”  
Continued
Willie Stewart featured at Gault’s Veterans Day assembly

Gault Middle School students honored their veterans on Tuesday, Nov. 4, at a moving assembly produced by staff and students. “That our Veterans Day assembly fell on Election Day was no coincidence” said Principal Delores Beason, who inspired students to be civic-minded.

Retired Col. Willie Stewart, who served on the Tacoma School board and in the Army National Guard, spoke about the deep and rich history of Gault Middle School and his experiences as a veteran (1958–1990). Representing the 25 million veterans honored by this important holiday, Stewart commended the Gault staff and student body for the best Veterans Day assembly he had ever attended at a school, and cited his reasons: the video celebrating staff who served in the armed forces produced by Terese Cuff and her students; the combined McIlvaigh and Gault middle school choirs’ performance led by Kristin Oliver; the dignified color guard and the inspirational atmosphere created by Wilfred Allison, Gault’s ASB director.
Continued
Tech Tips

Adding a printer with an IP address 

If you can obtain the IP address from a label on the front or back of your printer, these steps will assist you in adding a printer to your printer list:

1. Click Start, then Printers and Faxes.
2. On the left, click Add a Printer.
3. When the “Add Printer Wizard” opens, click Next.
4. Select “Local printer attached to this computer” and click Next.
5. Choose Create a New Port, then select Standard TCP/IP Port from the drop down menu. Click Next.
6. Another wizard will open; click Next.
7. Type in the IP address (i.e. 10.102.24.124) found on the label on your printer and give a specific Port name (i.e. Room 13 LaserJet printer); click Next.
8. If the “Completing the Add Standard…” dialog box appears, click Finish.
9. In the next box, select the “Manufacturer and Printer Model” (found on your printer). Many classroom printers are “HP” and “HP LaserJet 1300 PS” from the lists. Make sure you choose the “PS” printer. Then click Next.
10. “Keep the existing driver (recommended),” click Next.
11. Be specific when naming your printer (Room 13 LaserJet), decide if this is your default printer (select Yes or No) and click Next.
12. “Do not share this printer” and click Next.
13. “Do you want to print a test page?” Select Yes and click Next.
14. Complete the wizard pressing OK and Finish when prompted.

Professional development
The National Teachers Hall of Fame seeks nominations
Nominations are being sought for excellent teachers to be inducted into The National Teachers Hall of Fame. The Hall of Fame annually honors five teachers who demonstrate commitment and dedication to teaching. Candidates must be certified teachers with at least 20 years of experience teaching in grades pre-K through 12. For more information, or to fill out a nomination form, visit the Web site at www.nthf.org.  
OSPI January conference registration continues

Registration is in full swing for the 2009 OSPI January Conference, scheduled for Jan. 7–9, 2009, at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center in Seattle. Keynote speakers include Dr. Elson Floyd, president of Washington State University, and Dr. Lee Hartwell, president and director of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and a Nobel Prize winner. Conference participants will have access to in-depth workshops on dozens of key topics, including:

· Updates on new K-12 math standards

· School and district improvement

· ELL/bilingual education

· Navigation 101 programs

· “Response to Intervention” strategies

· Graduation requirements
Visit the conference hotel reservation site and learn about the below-per-diem rates being offered by the Sheraton, Grand Hyatt and Red Lion!  

Learn more about the conference. See the draft conference agenda. Register for the conference.
Health and Wellness

Open enrollment Nov. 1 to 28
Open enrollment will be held from Nov. 1–28 for district employees. For more information on health care and other district benefits, visit The Sound Partnership Web site.
Reminder for health and benefits fair Nov. 13

The Health and Benefits Fair for Sound Partnership members and families will be held on Thursday, Nov. 13, from 3– 6 p.m. at the Professional Development Center, 6501 N. 23rd St. 
Employees will be able to talk with representatives from The Sound Partnership including: Regence BlueShield, Group Health Cooperative, United Concordia Dental Insurance, Willamette Dental of Washington, Davis Vision, Standard Life and Long Term Disability Insurance, Health Ventures, Flex Plan Services, Caremark, AFLAC and ARAG.
Members will also have the opportunity to get free health screenings to include blood pressure, glucose, body mass index (BMI) and cholesterol.  
Contact William Saultes Jr., the Sound Partnership, at 253.571.1083.
Community opportunities
SOTA students’ art on display at Borders 

The annual art exhibit at Borders celebrating the work of Tacoma School of The Arts (SOTA) students is happening now. The SOTA students’ original artwork will be on display at 38th Street Borders through the month of November.

Enter teams in Christopher Columbus awards program 
The Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation is seeking entries for its annual Christopher Columbus Awards program, a national, community-based science and technology program that challenges middle school students to identify a community issue and use the scientific process to solve it. Teams of up to four students and a coach can enter. Finalists earn a trip to Walt Disney World, where they compete for gold medals and U.S. savings bonds. For more information and competition guidelines, visit www.christophercolumbusawards.com or call 1.800.291.6020. Entry deadline is Feb. 9, 2009.
Vote for favorite charity

Help Boys & Girls Clubs of South Puget Sound (BGSPS) win a donation as part of the Wells Fargo Someday Stories contest. Wells Fargo has selected Boys & Girls Clubs of America to be one of three beneficiaries. Through this campaign, the public is encouraged to vote for their favorite charity. Out of the three nonprofits, the one with the most votes will receive a $250,000 donation. There is a chance to win up to $10,000 for BGSPS. 
Continued
FWEE hydropower haiku contest open for entries

The Foundation for Water and Energy Education (FWEE) is sponsoring a hydropower haiku contest.
The winner from each category will be put into a three-person drawing for a $1,000 grand prize. The two category winners not selected for the grand prize will receive a "Best of the Pacific Northwest" gift basket. The categories are: 18 years and older; 13 to 17 years old; 12 years old and under.
Deadline for entries is Dec. 4, 2009. Winners will be announced Jan. 22, 2010. FWEE will begin publishing entries in July 2009. Complete the short entry form and enter your haiku online at www.fwee.org. 
Continued
Pet Partnership Program needs help to update logo

The Prison Pet Partnership Program (PPPP) is looking for fresh ideas, a fresh new look and a new way to connect with the community by organizing a logo re-design contest. Our mission is to rescue and train homeless animals to provide service dogs for persons with disabilities. The PPPP also operates a boarding and grooming facility to provide vocational education for women inmates. The program began as part of Tacoma Community College’s inmate education program in 1982 and became an independent Washington nonprofit corporation in May 1990.

Heather DeJesus, member of the board of directors for the PPPP, said. “We are soliciting your help in looking for students and novice graphic designers to submit designs for our new logo. Students in at the Tacoma Public Schools may be interested in helping a terrific non-profit organization.” 
Visit the Web site at www.prisonpetpartnership.org to get copies of the logo contest guidelines. For an application, click here.

Continued
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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The Stadium H.S. choir participates with McCarver E.S.’s students in two Veterans Day assemblies.
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Susan Royce Duncan’s class at Fawcett E.S. uses new laptops to vote electronically in the Washington state mock election. 
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Leo Randolph, a gold medalist and professional world champion boxer, visits Mason M.S. where he attended middle school. Retired from boxing, Randolph works for Pierce Transit and volunteers at Remann Hall. 
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Browns Point E.S. teachers finish their waiver day activities with a unique project: come up with a costume for a team member in 15 minutes using no scissors. 
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A Washington-Hoyt E.S. family helps pick up trash as part of the school’s efforts to be a ‘green school.’ 
[image: image7.jpg]



Grant Center for the Expressive Arts has held senior luncheons for nearly 30 years. Students helped serve guests and create harvest-themed placemats and decorations. 
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