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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Nov. 21: Meeker holiday bazaar, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Nov. 22–28: National Family Week

Nov. 24: Community Conversation Circle, Giaudrone Middle School, 5:30–7 p.m.

Nov. 25: Early release

Nov. 26–27: Thanksgiving Day break–no school
Dec. 2: Reception for Connie Rickman, CAB, 3–5 p.m.

Dec. 8: Community Conversation Circle, Gray Middle School, 5:30–7 p.m.

Dec. 16: Community Conversation Circle, Stewart Middle School, 5:30–7 p.m.

Upcoming events
Funeral services for Gordon Hulst Nov. 21

Services for Pam Hulst’s husband Gordon Chris Hulst who died Nov. 12, will be held Saturday, Nov. 21, at 2 p.m. at the Lake City Community Church, 8810 Lawndale Ave. SW, Lakewood. Pam Hulst is the administrative secretary for Second Language Acquisition. 

Conversation Circles continue Nov. 24 
Community Conversation Circles, sponsored by the Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) and the Tacoma Education Association (TEA), will be used to gather input from parents and community members about their perceptions of the importance of education, what barriers families face and what the district can do to help support families. The conversation circles will be held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the following locations:

· Nov. 24: Giaudrone Middle School, 4902 S. Alaska St. 
· Dec. 8: Gray Middle School, 6229 S. Tyler St.  
· Dec. 16: Stewart Middle School, 5010 Pacific Ave.
A light meal, child care and interpreters will be provided. Call the TEA at 253.565.4411 or the TPS Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information.
Rickman reception Dec. 2

School Board Director Connie Rickman will be honored for her six years as a board member at a reception to be held on Wednesday, Dec. 2, from 3–5 p.m. in the fourth-floor auditorium at the Central Administration Building.

Bryant to hold Make and Take Craft Fair Dec. 12

Bryant Montessori Middle School will sponsor a fundraising Make and Take Craft Fair on Friday, Dec. 11, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Bryant, 717 S. Grant Ave. Tacoma. Admission will be $12 for a family and $8 for an individual. Bryant Middle School students will sell crafts to raise money for their field studies, along with a variety of outside vendors who will sell their handmade goods. Children will have 12 craft stations where they will be able to make gifts and keepsakes to take home.
Contact Ashley Rivera, Bryant Middle School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) co-representative, at 253.249.4803 for more information.
News and updates
Native American Heritage Month
Information courtesy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the Interior 

What started at the turn of the century as an effort to gain a day of recognition for the significant contributions the first Americans made to the establishment and growth of the U.S. has resulted in a whole month being designated for that purpose. 
One of the proponents of an American Indian Day was Dr. Arthur C. Parker, a Seneca Indian, who was the director of the Museum of Arts and Science in Rochester, N.Y. He persuaded the Boy Scouts of America to set aside a day for the “First Americans” and for three years they adopted such a day. 
In 1915, the annual Congress of the American Indian Association, meeting in Lawrence, Kans., formally approved a plan concerning American Indian Day. It directed its president, Rev. Sherman Coolidge, an Arapahoe Indian, to call upon the country to observe such a day. Rev. Coolidge issued a proclamation on Sept. 28, 1915, which declared the second Saturday of each May as an American Indian Day and contained the first formal appeal for recognition of Indians as citizens.
Read full story
Hats and mittens for SOTA China tour in January

SOTA’s China Service and Study tour students would like to donate a suitcase full of warm items in support of New Day Creation’s orphanage and elder-care programs in a village just outside Beijing. The tour group will hand deliver these items in January to those in need that New Day serves. 

Winter in Beijing is bitter cold, with a wind chill well below zero. There are 40 children in the foster home and many adults in the village in need of knit hats, gloves, scarves, mittens, slippers, shawls, socks and lap blankets.

If you would like to help with a handmade or purchased donation, please e-mail monikascheffe@gmail.com or drop your item(s) at the SOTA office. For more information on New Day and the people’s needs, please visit the Web site.
Kiwis visit Meeker Middle School

On Sept. 23, the Kiwis arrived at Meeker Middle School. It was not a load of fuzzy fruit or exotic birds, but a group of New Zealanders. Thirteen students, two teachers and three chaperones arrived in Tacoma as part of a three-week student exchange program with James Hargest Junior College in Invercargill, New Zealand. 

As part of the exchange, the Kiwis stayed with families of Meeker students and learned about American culture by going to school and on field trips. The host families arranged field trips to local places of interest such as the Space Needle and visits to other American schools.

In February 2010, a group of 18 Meeker Middle school students and chaperones will fly to New Zealand to experience life with a Kiwi family to complete the exchange. To learn more about this program, visit www.meekernz.net. 
Fifth graders visit Hunt Middle School

Hunt celebrated the beginning of the district’s optional enrollment period by visiting each of their feeder elementary schools’ PTA meetings and by hosting those fifth graders at Hunt for a morning. The team attending the PTA meetings included Assistant Principal Brad Westering, IB-MYP Coordinator Annette Hockman and Principal Mary Chapman. Additionally, they were accompanied by Darrin Filand from the McGranahan Architects firm to showcase the schematic designs of the new Hunt Middle School which may be on the election ballot this coming February.
The fifth-grade students’ visit to Hunt will on Nov. 16, 17, 18, 23 and 24. They will tour the buildings with ASB representatives, and then enjoy a lunch prior to returning to their elementary schools. “What a great morning this will be for these students,” said the Hunt principal.
Hunt Scotties hold Warmth Drive 

Hunt Scotties Warmth Drive began Nov. 2 and ended Nov.13. The Navigation class with the most “warm” items donated will win a special prize. The Sure House Open Bible Church, located on 902 S. I St., is presenting the opportunity to help others to Hunt Scotties. SHOBC has put together a community Thanksgiving dinner that will feed those who are in need and provide a place for families who need somewhere to go for the holiday. The church will feed and give away warm clothing to the community. 

The clothing items donated by Hunt’s Navigation classes were given to SHOBC to give to those attending the Thanksgiving dinner. Further, Hunt students who are seeking community service hours for the IB-MYP will also have a chance to participate with the Community dinner from the hours of 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day. 

Thunderbirds collect food for families

The Thunderbird JROTC Battalion at Mt. Tahoma High School will begin its seventh annual holiday food drive on Nov. 30. The goal this year is to feed 50 needy Mt. Tahoma families from the food collected in food drive that runs until Friday, Dec. 18.

Last year, the JROTC cadets collected 1,894 non-perishable food items and assembled them into 52 food baskets for delivery. Each recipient family received at least four boxes of non-perishable food as well as a turkey, a gallon of milk and two bags of perishable items. This drive is a valuable leadership and service experience for the cadets, as it is entirely planned and conducted by the cadets.

The main focus of the food drive is to get donations of non-perishable (canned and packaged items) from the Mt. Tahoma students and staff. These can be dropped off at first-period classes. Mt. Tahoma staff members also generously donate the perishables (fresh vegetables and fruit, milk/dairy products and bread/rolls) to help round out the baskets.

To reach the goal of 50 food baskets, Mt Tahoma will need assistance from the general public to supplement the effort of the cadets. Help is needed with the frozen turkeys/hams and canned or packaged products. Additionally, the cadets would welcome perishables if they can be dropped off in the morning of the last day of the drive, Dec, 18.

Please contact the Mt. Tahoma JROTC Batallion at 253.571.3800 for more information.

Applause

Wilson student earns best in wood carving in division
Dumitru Railean, a Wilson High School sophomore, earned a blue ribbon and a $50 check for being the best in the junior division at the 29th Northwest Wood Carvers Association’s show and contest. The show was held at the Puyallup Fair and Events Center on Nov. 14–15. 

Many of the 122 Wilson students displaying woodwork at the show earned first and second place ribbons. “All the students deserve congratulation for their hard work getting ready for the show. Many students came in to work after school for several days to get their project ready for the show. I am very proud of all my woodworking students,” said Marilyn Oviat, Wilson woods technology teacher.

Huskies gather 2,500 items for food drive

The Giaudrone Middle School ASB sponsored a schoolwide food drive during the first two weeks of November, and it was a huge success. The school brought in more than 2,500 items that were donated to a local community food bank. As an incentive, the grade level that brought in the most items was rewarded with a free dress day. As a further incentive, two brave staff members, Brian Burdick, physical education teacher, and Dennis Leingang, eighth-grade science teacher, volunteered to have their head shaved by the student who brought in the most items. Sixth-grade student Timmy Watson, who brought in 228 items, received the honor of being barber of the day. “Just another example of Huskies pulling together,” said teacher Robert Gatbunton.
First Creek Veterans Day assembly top notch

“Our 654 Regional Support Group members thought First Creek Middle School’s first Veterans Day assembly was outstanding! Also, we look forward to the relationship we have started to build with our new neighbors and sharing other Veterans Day assemblies in the future,” said Master Sergeant Lorena Wick of 654 Regional Support Group, U.S. Army Reserves Center, 5119 E. Portland Ave.
Stewart Veterans Day assembly one to remember

The Veterans Day assembly of 2009 at Stewart Middle School on Nov. 10 was a day to remember! The assembly started with the premier of our first Stewart Middle School drum line. The Stewart Band played, and the Lincoln color guard presented the colors. Stewart ASB Vice President Raymond Taula was the master of ceremony. Student speakers included ASB President Trang Tran and ASB Kayleena Roberts spoke of their thoughts on Veterans Day. Poems were written and read by students Crystal Lidren, Savannah Gregory and Nina Kingsbury. A heart-warming ASB slideshow ended Stewart’s 2009 Veterans Day Assembly. It was a tribute to all those who served in the Armed Forces and our Stewart Panther Veterans.

KOMO4 SchoolCast  features DeLong and Point Defiance 
KOMO4 SchoolCast featured DeLong Elementary School will be featured on a KOMO newscast on Wednesday, Nov. 18, between 6 and 7 a.m. KOMO will highlight Point Defiance Elementary School on Monday, Nov. 23, between 6 and 7 a.m. 

To nominate your school, go to the KOMO 4 Web site. KOMO 4 will develop a weather forecast tailored to your specific school.

CityLine program highlights Foss student
Foss High School student David Sharp appeared on TV Tacoma’s CityLine program on Thursday, Nov. 19, for turning around his life in high school through the diversion program. 

Geiger welcomes firefighters

This November, Friday the 13th was a lucky day for kindergartners at Geiger Elementary School. Tacoma firefighters arrived with a fire engine to STOP by, DROP in, and ROLL out pizza for the kids. A kindergartner won a prize drawing for schools that completed homework given by the firefighters during October which was Fire Prevention Month.

Geiger kindergartners did the homework the Tacoma Fire Department distributed citywide by completing safety checks with their parents for fire hazards at home. Their forms were turned in for a prize drawing, and the lucky winner was a Geiger kindergartner.

The firefighters visited with the students and were glad to learn they knew a lot about fire safety. The students told the visitors fire is fast, hot, dark and deadly; so you need to plan ahead and remember to “fall and crawl.” The students also entertained their new friends with a sizzling rendition of “Hurry, Hurry, Drive the Fire Truck,” a song they learned in honor of the firefighters.

While the students enjoyed the pizza, they were most excited when they were allowed to sit in the driver’s seat of the fire engine. Each student also had a chance to aim the fire hose and pull the nozzle—whoosh! By the end of the day, there were 40 excited, potential future firefighters and a sparkling clean walkway!

Tech tip
How to clean an interactive whiteboard
Interactive whiteboards are surprisingly resilient, but there are some basic guidelines when caring for them. Just like our computer monitors, they need to be cleaned with care. Before you start cleaning, disconnect the board from your computer or turn your computer off. This way your desktop icons will not get scrambled during cleaning.   
Spray a soft cloth with a non-abrasive cleaner (white vinegar, Windex or Sanford Expo whiteboard cleaners work well) and wipe the board. Never spray the cleaner directly onto the board or let the cleaner drip into the frame or pen tray. Do not use a Mr. Clean™ Magic Eraser™ or Mr. Clean® Wipes on your SMART interactive whiteboard. These products can cause ghosting. Most marks and smudges will come off with gentle rubbing. Tougher marks may take another solution.  
For marks made by permanent marker, cover the permanent ink with high-odor dry-erase ink. Wipe the screen with a soft cloth while the ink is still wet. Do not use low-odor dry-erase ink. These dry-erase markers do not contain the appropriate solvents. For more information go to: 

· Keeping the Writing Surface Clean on Your Front Projection SMART Board™ Interactive Whiteboard. Click here.
or

· Abrasive Household Cleaning Products on Your SMART Board™ Interactive Whiteboard. Click here.
Professional development
TEAMS/AmeriCorps programs available 

Teacher Education for the Advancement of a Multicultural Society (TEAMS/AmeriCorps) is a collaboration of higher education institutions dedicated to recruiting, training and supporting diverse educators for our urban, public schools. The TEAMS fellowship program was created in 1998 to address the critical shortage of diverse teachers in our urban, public schools. TEAMS continues to pursue the mission of recruiting and preparing aspiring diverse educators as leaders to serve in the most needy schools, and to promote social justice through education.  Major support for our mission is provided through AmeriCorps education awards that help pay tuition costs in credential programs for teachers and school counselors throughout California and in Washington state. 
Click here for more information on programs available.
Health information
November is open enrollment month
Open enrollment for The Sound Partnership benefit options will be held during November. Members and their spouse or domestic partner are welcome to attend one of the meetings that will be held throughout the district. You will also be able to get help with enrollment decisions. 
Read full story
Community opportunities

Volunteers needed for First Night
First Night is nothing without community involvement. The First Night staff relies on area people for support, performers and artists—and for volunteers. Click on the links below to find out how you can help make First Night Tacoma-Pierce County 2010 an experience to remember and serve your community.

Volunteer shifts are assigned on a first come-first served basis. To have the best chance of getting the job you want, please sign up by Dec. 1. To read job descriptions and apply for an opportunity, please fill out the First Night online application.

Want to learn more about volunteer opportunities?  Contact us at firstnighttacoma@gmail.com and/or via phone: 253.682.1020.
Click! Cable TV offers free family films at Grand Cinema 
The Grand Cinema will hold a free screening of “Oliver!” on Saturday, Nov. 21. Doors will open at 10 a.m. and the movie will begin at 10:30 a.m. The film is free for everyone. For more information, visit the Web site at www.grandcinema.com and click on events or call 253.572.6062.

Click! Cable TV is providing the free family film series at the Grand Cinema that will continue on the following dates”

· Dec. 19: “Polar Express”

· Jan. 16, 2010: “The Secret of Nihm”

· Feb. 20: “Wallace & Grommit: The Curse of the Were Rabbit”
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Best in Junior Division
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A Wilson H.S. sophomore, Dumitru Railean won Best in Show in the Junior Division at a recent woodcarvers show and contest. His woods technology teacher, Marilyn Oviat, helps display the three-dimensional eagle. 

Truman donates turkeys
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Truman M.S. Principal Brenda McBrayer in a turkey costume, Assistant Principal Robert Arial in a Pilgrim outfit and ASB students in various costumes collected turkeys from staff and families for food baskets during the school’s first Bring a Turkey to Work Day.
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A parent hands a frozen turkey to an ASB pilgrim when she drops her child off at Truman Nov. 20.
Judge visits Wilson class
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Superior Court Judge Beverly Grant is assigned to Remann Hall and spoke to students in Steve Davie’s legal occupations class. Judge Grant is pictured with Davie, right, and Wilson Principal Dan Besett.
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Superior Court Judge Beverly Grant spoke to Wilson students about the juvenile justice system.  
Cadets collect food
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Mt. Tahoma H.S. JROTC cadets are holding a food drive through Dec. 18 to collect food for 50 Mt. Tahoma families in need.

Grant treats seniors
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A Grant Center for the Expressive Arts fifth grader hugs a special person at the 35th senior luncheon. He also performed in the chorus. 
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The Grant recorder group played a medley of songs at the senior luncheon.
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Fifth grader Hannah Shreves sang “Getting to Know You” at the Grant senior luncheon.
Huskies hold food drive
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Timmy Watson collected the most food items for the Giaudrone M.S. food drive and earned the right to shave a teacher’s head.
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Giaudrone M.S. ASB students gathered more than 2,500 items for their November food drive.
Firefighters visit Geiger
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A Geiger E.S. kindergarten student won a visit from firefighters in a drawing of students who completed homework distributed by the Tacoma Fire Department.  

Birney plays math games
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A Birney E.S. father shares a math game with his son at Math Night on Nov. 10.
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Birney E.S. families study a math game at the recent math night. Students and parents had fun learning about math together with many different math games.
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