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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Nov. 1–30: District benefits open enrollment month
Nov. 1–30: American Indian Heritage Month.

Nov. 7: Hilltop Artists studio tour, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Nov. 11: Veterans Day–no school
Nov. 15–21: American Education Week

Nov. 18: National Education Support Professionals Day

Nov. 19: Community Conversation Circle, Wilson H.S., 5:30–7 p.m.

Nov. 19: District Benefits Fair, 3–6 p.m., Professional Development Center

Nov. 19: Mt. Tahoma H.S. High School and Beyond Night, 5:30–8 p.m. 

Nov. 19: National Parental Involvement Day

Nov. 21: Meeker holiday bazaar, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Nov. 22–28: National Family Week

Nov. 24: Community Conversation Circle, Giaudrone M.S., 5:30–7 p.m.

Nov. 25: Early release

Nov. 26–27: Thanksgiving Day break–no school
Upcoming events
United Way campaign to run Nov. 2 to Dec. 4

The district’s 2009 United Way campaign “LIVE UNITED” will run from Monday, Nov. 2, through Friday, Dec. 4. The district hopes all employees will pledge a minimum of $5 to $10 a month to support the United Way-funded services or a member charity of your choice. Employees still have the option of submitting a paper pledge form. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Doss in the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Hilltop Artists to participate in studio tours Nov. 7
Hilltop Artists will be part of Art at Work's studio tours on Saturday, Nov. 7, in conjunction with November’s Tacoma Arts Month. Come by the hot shop at Jason Lee Middle School between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. to find out what Hilltop Artists is all about, meet the students and learn about the programs. See live glassblowing demos, buy glass art. This event is free and open to the public. Contact Kit Evans, executive director, at 253.571.7670 for more information.

Foss to host Resource Fair Nov. 10
Foss High School will host a Resource Fair on Tuesday, Nov. 10, from 6–8 p.m. For more information, contact Rene' Jones, college prep advisor, College Success Foundation, at 253.571.7464 or 206.979.8493.

Community invited to Conversation Circles 
Community Conversation Circles, sponsored by the Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) and the Tacoma Education Association (TEA), will be held in November and December at district schools. The conversation circles will be used to gather input from parents and community members about their perceptions of the importance of education, what barriers families face and what the district can do to help support families. A facilitator will lead small-group discussions at the conversation circles to be held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the following locations: 
· Nov. 19: Wilson High School, 1202 N. Orchard St. (changed from Mason) 

· Nov. 24: Giaudrone Middle School, 4902 S. Alaska St. 

· Dec. 8: Gray Middle School, 6229 S. Tyler St.  

· Dec. 16: Stewart Middle School, 5010 Pacific Ave.
A light meal, child care and interpreters will be available. Call the TEA at 253.565.4411 or the TPS Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information.
Three schools to participate in Dickens Festival Nov. 21

Jason Lee Middle School, Stadium High School and First Creek Middle School will have students performing in the fifth Dickens Festival at Stadium on Saturday, Nov. 21, in the historic Stadium District.
Five groups of Jason Lee Middle School students will be featured performers at the festival and will perform on the Queen’s Stage in the First Presbyterian Church, 20 Tacoma Ave. S, starting at 12:30 p.m. These include the Fifth Grade Fiddlers, the Intermediate Strings, the Symphonic Group, the Walking Winds and Beginning Band students. Jason Lee is an Achievement Via Individual Determination (AVID) school, preparing its students to become personally focused on academic achievement with an aim to attend college. All students participate in enrichment classes which include orchestra and band with opportunities to perform at area festivals and contests.

First Creek Middle School will have carolers singing at the festival, and its Select Choir will perform on the Queen’s Stage at the First Presbyterian Church at 11:30 a.m. The Stadium Jazz Band will play on the London Wharf Stage in the Titus Will Showroom, 633 Division Ave., at 3 p.m., and on the Queen’s Stage at 5 p.m. just prior to the closing ceremony for the festival.  

H1N1 shot clinics to be at Mt. Tahoma and Wilson
TPS works closely with the Tacoma Pierce County Health Department on flu and other communicable diseases. The flu season is expected to be highly active this year, and the health of students in the Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) is very important to the district. As part of a cooperative effort, the Health Department is offering free H1N1 vaccination clinics on Saturday, Nov. 21, at Mount Tahoma High School and Saturday, Dec. 12, at Wilson High School from 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Hilltop Artists glass sale Dec. 12
The Hilltop Artists holiday glass sale will be held on Saturday, Dec. 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Jason Lee Middle School hot shop and gymnasium. To avoid waiting in line to get it, arrive at 9 a.m. to get a ticket and return at 10 a.m. when the sale opens.

News and updates

Students tackle Stadium Bowl plant invaders

The Scotch Broom plant was not going to give up easily. Four students in Phil Hertzog’s biology classes strained on a six-foot Scotch Broom on a hillside above the Stadium Bowl at Stadium High School. With the waters of Commencement Bay below them and a view of three anchored grain ships, the Scotch Broom’s secured roots suddenly yielded and sent the students tumbling. Picking themselves up and laughing, the four students began a game of tug of war with an even larger Scotch broom and repeated the process.

Meanwhile, other students pulled up English Ivy and uncovered brush that hid Cotoneaster, a shrub intentionally planted in Stadium Bowl to prevent soil erosion and to stabilize the slopes above the football field.

Read full story
Stadium cross country team takes academic championship

Most schools entering the Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) State Academic Championship competition send in the grade point average (GPA) of their best seven to nine runners. Stadium High School entered its boys’ cross country team using the grade point average of 38 runners, and they won the championship with a team GPA of 3.76—the highest GPA in the state among 4A high schools. George Ybarra is the cross country team’s coach. 

The academic championship award is sponsored by the WIAA and Les Schwaub Tires.
Read full story
Important Flex-Plan update for staff  members
Tacoma Public Schools staff members, please note if you are planning to enroll or re-enroll in the Flex-Plan for the 2010 benefit year, the Company Code, which is required, is TSD.  Please use this code when prompted during the on-line enrollment process. If you have any questions, contact Diane Taylor, payroll manager, at 253.571.1268.

Stadium students participate in Day of the Dead at TAM 

For the fifth consecutive year, Tacoma Art Museum (TAM) partnered with Centro Latino to celebrate Día de los Muertos or the Day of the Dead. Observed in Mexico on Nov. 1 and 2, this symbolic celebration honoring loved ones who have passed away combines ancient and New World traditions and folk customs. 
Día de los Muertos was observed at Tacoma Art Museum beginning Oct. 17, with the installation of community altars and a large tapete (sand painting) and concluded on Sunday, Nov. 1, with a free community festival. Stadium High School students have had their Day of the Dead artwork on display at the museum. Stadium printmaking instructor Laurie Brown had an altar on display dedicated to her husband who died two years ago. The Brown altar was one of about 12 from the community.

Click here for a list of students participating in the TAM Day of the Dead. The student artwork will be on display at the museum until the end of November.

District leaders speak at Tacoma Council PTA meeting
Tacoma Council PTA welcomed Tacoma School Board President Kim Golding, Interim Public Information Director Patti Holmgren and Deputy Superintendent Carla Santorno to its meeting on Oct. 28. They were all very helpful in the PTA’s Q & A session on various topics about educational issues in the school district. Golding and Holmgren reviewed plans for upcoming levies in February 2010. 

Tacoma Council PTA voted to endorse the replacement educational programs and operations (REP&O) levy and a capital levy currently under consideration by the school board. PTA members also voted as a council to oppose Initiative 1033.  

 

An added bonus to this informative meeting was having the opportunity for local units to win a PTA membership from one of the local dignitaries in a door prize drawing. Tacoma Council PTA offers its sincerest gratitude to all those who donated a PTA membership for this event. The following is a list of our dignitaries and the school PTA which drew their name.  
Read full story
Nominate Washington Classified Employee of the Year 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction is calling for regional nominations for the 2010 Washington Classified School Employee of the Year. Each year the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) recognizes the work of school and district classified staff members who have made a positive difference in their profession through the Washington Classified School Employee of the Year program. Recipients will be recognized at an award ceremony and invited to attend other special events for Washington’s Exceptional Educators.

Read full story
Applause
Stadium students’ photos selected
Four photographs made by Kelly Larson, a Stadium photography student, were selected to be included in an exhibition to be held by the Northwest Regional Society for Photographic Education (SPE). Kelly is one of six students whose work was selected for the exhibition category in SPE’s competition. Her work will be included in a slideshow to be presented the SPE Northwest regional conference in early November, and the prints will be in a exhibition to be held in Seattle in the winter or spring. The selection process was intensive and produced a collection of very strong imagery from across the Northwest. Students whose photographs were selected were placed in one of two categories: exhibition or merit. Merit selections will just be presented in a slideshow at the conference; they will not be exhibited.
Another Stadium High School photography student, Tierney Patterson, recently had several photographs published in the November/December issue of 425 magazine. She was one of the photographers on assignment at the 425 idea house unveiling.
John Drashil is the photography teacher at Stadium. Contact him at 253.571.3010 for more information. 
ASB co-presidents represent First Creek at JA meeting 

First Creek Middle School was invited to speak at Junior Achievement's (JA) board meeting for South King, Pierce and Thurston counties on Nov. 3. First Creek welcomed the opportunity to talk about how Junior Achievement positively impacts the lives of students year after year. ASB co-presidents Tae McKenzie and Selena Sok represented 850 eager First Creek JA participants called upon to pre-think their futures—

an invaluable experience for middle schoolers just about five years away from adulthood. 
"JA provides a crucial opportunity for students to pause, plan and intentionally create their lives," pointed out Instructional Facilitator Rachel Smith-Mosel. John Coalson, humanities instructor and JA field trip coordinator, spoke about the impact JA has on students, and complimented the curriculum as "well prepared, relevant, inviting, impactful and innovative." Principal Delores Beason and Assistant Principal Tracy Allen thanked JA for its long standing service to the Eastside students. 

JA board members were quick to write the First Creek staff, sharing a poignant moment. JA’s Melanie Hess said, "As Selena left, she asked if she could take her table-tent name tag with her because someday she hoped to join a board of directors. "First Creek has no doubt that Selena, Tae and all of our 850 students will accomplish their goals thanks to programs such as JA that help bring into focus their dreams,” said Smith-Mosel.

Students compete in Punt, Pass and Kick competition

Several students from the Tacoma Public Schools went to the 2009 Regional Punt, Pass and Kick competition held in Kent on Oct. 25. Top finishers were:

· Whitman Elementary School, first-place girl, ages 8–9, Dhavy Roeun,

coached by Angela Mace, Whitman physical education teacher

· Truman Middle School, second-place girl, ages 12–13, Katelyn Butler, coached by Kim Shippey, Whittier physical education teacher
· Whittier Elementary School, third-place boy, ages 10 –11, Nick Rohde, coached by Kim Shippey, Whittier physical education teacher
Hilltop Artists receives 2009 AMOCAT arts award

The Hilltop Artists in Residence received the 2009 AMOCAT Award for “Community Outreach by an Organization” for its service to the youth of Tacoma through nine tuition-free glass arts training programs at Jason Lee Middle School, Wilson High School and Ford Middle School. The program serves a diverse group of youth and is especially effective with young people who are searching for ways to connect and belong. There is an additional focus on assisting those who find themselves struggling academically, socially or behaviorally. HART also provides specific outreach in communities that are dealing with high risk factors related to poverty, neglect, homelessness, substance abuse and violence. 
The AMOCAT Arts awards recognize businesses, organizations and artists for their vision, dedication and action in creating a lively arts community in Tacoma. AMOCAT award recipients are nominated and selected by the Tacoma Arts Commission. The three categories for recognition are Community Outreach by an Artist, Community Outreach by an Organization and Arts Patron. 
First Creek on Secretary of State’s blog

Several First Creek Middle School students are pictured on the Secretary of State’s blog Web site for the school’s high turnout in the mock election voting. Congratulations!

Tech tips
Trouble saving?  Not necessarily a space problem 

Ever have trouble saving a file?  An error message says you do not have enough space. Actually the problem may be with your file, not your storage.  For example, you may be working with files sent as attachments in Outlook.  One of the great features of Outlook is working with Microsoft documents while in Outlook. Other documents, especially large or compressed files, may need to be opened outside of Outlook.  Next time you get this message, drag or save the attachment to your desktop before you start working on it.  Then save again, before you put too much work into the document, to see if this solves the problem.

If you do need more storage, cleaning out old files and defragmenting* your PC will free up space.  Do not forget to clean out your Home Folder periodically. To request more network space for your Home folder, contact BERT.  

*To find the disk defragment program, click the Start button.  Select All Programs >> Accessories >> System Tools >> Disk Defragmenter.  Before you start the defragment process, make sure your files are backed up, all applications are closed and the computer is plugged into power. If your computer does shut off while defragmenting, it may crash the hard drive or corrupt the operating system—or both.
Professional development

April Jump Start for National Board certification cancelled

The April Tacoma Jump Start for those interested in National Board certification has been cancelled due to budget cuts. There will be only two Jump Start events this year: one in Spokane from June 28–July 1 and one in Edmonds from Aug. 2–5.

Health information
November is open enrollment month
Open enrollment for The Sound Partnership benefit options will be held during November. Members and their spouse or domestic partner are welcome to attend one of the meetings that will be held throughout the district. You will also be able to get help with enrollment decisions. 
Read full story
Women’s Health Experience Nov. 14

The Franciscan Health System will present Seasons Health Experience for Women on Saturday, Nov. 14, from 8 a.m. to noon at the Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center, 1500 Broadway, Tacoma. Tickets are $15 and free parking is available at the convention center. Registration is required. Visit the Web site at www.fhshealth.org or call 888.825.3227. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Barbara Levy.

Pierce County opens H1N1 flu call center

Pierce County leaders opened a call center on Nov. 5 to help provide information about the H1N1 flu response to the public. The H1N1 Hotline is part of an expanded outreach program developed by the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department in partnership with resources provided by Pierce County. Other elements of the outreach include a revamped Web site and a daily bulletin that will report on such issues as the latest word about vaccine availability and the rate of school absenteeism. 

Also check the Pierce County Health Department Web site for more information.
Read full story
Community opportunities

AMVETS’ contest open to K–12 students

The American Veterans Organization (AMVETS) is sponsoring a contest open to all K–12 students. This contest provides an opportunity to have a project for students to demonstrate their creative abilities, exercise patriotism and possibly meet an objective from a given teacher/instructor assignment, while at the same time, enter a contest for possible awards. For contest details, click here. Call Bob Bearden, second vice commander and programs chairman for the AMVETS Post 1, at 253.472.2552. 

City of Destiny Awards nominations due Jan. 18
Nominations for the 24th annual City of Destiny Awards are due Monday, Jan. 18, 2010. The nominee must have volunteered:

· Time and energy, not money

· Without compensation for his/her work

· Within Tacoma’s city limits

· Within the past 12 months in the projects described for leadership and group categories

· In a different category if he/she previously received a City of Destiny Award or in the same category seven years after receiving a City of Destiny Award.
Click here for more details and the nomination form. Contact Maria Lee with the City of Tacoma’s Community Relations Office at 253.591.2054 if you have any questions.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Day of the Dead artwork
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Stadium H.S. students participate in making a sand painting for the Día de los Muertos or Day of the Dead celebration at the Tacoma Art Museum.
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Laurie Brown, commercial printmaking teacher at Stadium H.S., made an altar to honor her late husband for the Day of the Dead exhibit at the Tacoma Art Museum.
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Stadium students display prints they made in Laurie Brown’s class for the Día de los Muertos.

Winners in Punt, Pass and Kick
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Dhavy Rouen from Whitman E.S., left, and Katelyn Butler from Truman M.S. display their medals from the Punt, Pass and Kick competition to Whitman P.E. teacher Angela Mace. 

Stadium students pull plants
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Stadium H.S. students in Phil Hertzog’s biology class pull invasive plants in the Stadium Bowl to allow Cotoneaster to grow and prevent soil erosion.
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Students study the canopy cover on the steep hillsides in the Stadium Bowl using quarter-meter frames. 
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Phil Hertzog’s biology students will recheck the canopy cover next spring to check the effectiveness of removing the invasive species.

Meeker drumline competes
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The Meeker M.S. drumline competes at Lincoln Bowl with high school and middle school drumlines from the area. 
[image: image10.jpg]



Meeker M.S. rated in the top four among 10 high schools, one junior high and one middle school at the Drum Fest at Lincoln Bowl.
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Meeker’s drummers often go on to Stadium’s drumline after graduating from middle school. 
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Wilson H.S. National Honor Society students present hand-made fleece baby blankets to the nursing staff in the Family Birth Center at St. Joseph Medical Center. Some new parents cannot afford to buy new baby blankets.
Choir performs at Blue Mouse
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The Wilson choir sings at the Blue Mouse Theater in the Proctor District on Oct. 29.
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Wendy Shepherd directs the show choir at Wilson High School.
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The show choir performs a variety of songs at the Oct. 29 concert at the Blue Mouse Theater.
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A Wilson show choir student plays her guitar at the Blue Mouse Theater concert.
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