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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Nov. 15–21: American Education Week

Nov. 18: National Education Support Professionals Day

Nov. 19: Community Conversation Circle, Wilson H.S., 5:30–7 p.m.

Nov. 19: District Benefits Fair, 3–6 p.m., Professional Development Center

Nov. 19: Mt. Tahoma H.S. High School and Beyond Night, 5:30–8 p.m. 

Nov. 19: National Parental Involvement Day

Nov. 21: Meeker holiday bazaar, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Nov. 22–28: National Family Week

Nov. 24: Community Conversation Circle, Giaudrone M.S., 5:30–7 p.m.

Nov. 25: Early release

Nov. 26–27: Thanksgiving Day break–no school
Dec. 8: Community Conversation Circle, Gray Middle School, 5:30–7 p.m.

Dec. 16: Community Conversation Circle, Stewart Middle School, 5:30–7 p.m.

Board news

Operations and capital levies to be on Feb. 9 ballot

At its Nov. 12 meeting, the board held a study session on capital levies and made the decision to put a capital levy for construction on the Feb. 9 ballot along with the Replacement Educational Programs and Operations Levy. The replacement levy provides about 22 percent of the funding for day-to-day operations, teachers and programs, and would replace the operations levy that expires December 2010.

If approved by voters, the capital levy will help continue the long-range plan for modernizing or replacing aging schools. The board will determine which schools to include in the capital levy.  

For more information on the basic facts of the operations levy and the capital levy, click here.

The board is expected to vote on levy resolutions at its Monday, Nov. 23, meeting to be held at 12:01 p.m. in the fourth-floor auditorium at the Central Administration Building. 

Read full story
Upcoming events
Community invited to Conversation Circles 
Community Conversation Circles, sponsored by the Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) and the Tacoma Education Association (TEA), will be used to gather input from parents and community members about their perceptions of the importance of education, what barriers families face and what the district can do to help support families. The conversation circles will be held from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the following locations:

· Nov. 19: Wilson High School, 1202 N. Orchard St. (changed from Mason) 
· Nov. 24: Giaudrone Middle School, 4902 S. Alaska St. 
· Dec. 8: Gray Middle School, 6229 S. Tyler St.  
· Dec. 16: Stewart Middle School, 5010 Pacific Ave.
A light meal, child care and interpreters will be provided. Call the TEA at 253.565.4411 or the TPS Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information.
News and updates

First Veterans Day celebrated at First Creek M.S.
The mood was somber and respectful as the doors of the First Creek Middle School (FCMS) gym opened to a procession of local veterans who joined First Creek military service personnel/teachers for the school’s first Veterans Day assembly. Secretary of State Sam Reed was accompanied by his assistant Patrick McDonald, who recently returned from Iraq and played a key role establishing elections there. Secretary Reed congratulated the FCMS eagles for paying the highest honor to veterans with their recent mock elections. He said, “First Creek had the highest voter turnout of any school across Washington state. You practiced one of the fundamental rights and responsibilities which make this country great and these veterans so proud—you voted and in record numbers.”  
A moment of gratitude was held for those who have a family member or friend in the military or a veteran followed by the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ (VFW) flag ceremony. “A pin drop would have echoed as 850 Eagles watched silently as the flag was folded,” explained Rachel Smith-Mosel, ASB advisor and assembly coordinator. “Most interesting were the explanations of each of the folds. Students knew that a flag was presented upon the death of a veteran. Until now, most of us did not know what each fold signified.” 

The VFW presented the triangle-folded flag to Co-Presidents Tae McKenzie and Selena Sok. The flag will be displayed in their first-period classrooms until the next ASB elections. At that time, the flag will be passed to the incoming class president. “And so begins another incredible tradition at First Creek Middle School,” declared Principal Delores Beason.

Read full story
Veteran presents flag flown in Iraq to Browns Point
A gigantic American flag hung as the backdrop for Browns Point Elementary School’s Veterans Day assembly. The flag was loaned by a parent who asked the local fire department to hang it for the ceremony. A second flag, not so large, but one that travelled a lot farther, was presented to the school by Marine Major Jeffrey Blunden who recently returned from Iraq. This flag flew over the American Headquarters in Iraq, once used as Sudan’s headquarters, according to Principal Pat Thomas.

Each grade level planned its contribution to the program with songs, poems and prose. Fourth graders celebrated their veteran and currently serving dads/ grandfathers by introducing them in their own words. The fifth graders finished up the program with patriotic songs, ending with “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah” (“Battle Hymn of the Republic” as they saluted and marched around the gym. “It was an emotional celebration of those who served and still serve our country,” said Thomas.


Foss students attend Construction Career Day

On Nov. 5, Foss High School students and other district students attended the second annual Construction Career Day event at the Western Washington Fairgrounds. Students were able to experience construction-related careers first hand. “From the initial orientation where students were equipped with backpacks, safety goggles and reflection vests to the actual hands-on exhibits, these students had a great time,” said Juanita Cantrell Jeffreys, career counselor at Foss. 
The day was divided into four different, large workshops and a Career Fair that included trade exhibits, hands-on activities and heavy equipment demonstrations. The students were able to try their hand at roofing and carpentry and heavy equipment operations, as well as check out a variety of tools. They were also able to speak to professionals in the careers they were interested in. This allowed students to get an insider’s perspective of these occupations. Travis Collins, wood technology student teacher; Juanita Cantrell Jeffreys, career counselor, and Ricky Yates, counselor, were Foss chaperones.
First Creek participates in Arts Impact program
“The Arts Impact program here at First Creek Middle School has impacted my Learning Resource Center (LRC) students’ learning by bringing math concept to life,” said Roselee Sauser, special education teacher. “I am very proud of their work and wanted to share it.” 
On a recent Friday, a sixth-grade boy who struggles with fine motor skills and low math skills, as well as low self esteem, had a bright smile. He excitedly said, “I feel like a real artist and I can use a ruler!” Sauser added, “We discussed how if he enjoyed using a ruler to create designs, he might consider becoming a draftsman. We had a long conversation about the skills he would need. He walked out of class more confident than I have ever seen him.”
“My students see the connection between life and the math they are using,” Sauser continued. “Some of the math skills include an understanding of symmetry, multiplying decimals, rounding to the nearest whole number, and working with ratio and how to enlarge their designs. We have daily discussions regarding craftsmanship, using rulers to draw a straight line—very difficult for most of my students—and working on the design until it meets our rubric.” In the next few weeks, Sauser’s students will study color theory and learn how to construct their kits, and she is taking her class to the Tacoma Art Museum to study color and symmetry and how to apply these concepts to their projects.

SAMI students paint Earth, Wind, Fire and Water panels 
To beautify the Science and Math Institute (SAMI) campus and give the portables a little SAMI personality, the design students are ankle deep into a mural project. They began designing a series of four panels that will adorn the building facing North Pearl Street. The mural theme is “Earth, Wind, Fire and Water.” The students will be exploring the idea held by ancient mankind that everything in our natural world can be categorized into one of these elements. The four sections of the design class (about 80 students) are working in small paint teams and expect the murals to be hung in a few weeks. The designs promise to be bright, colorful and multi-layered while featuring symbols and images that combine science and mythology.

SAMI student study history first hand

SAMI students took their first field trip to the Fort Nisqually Living History Museum on Nov. 12 and 13. All humanities classes participated in the outing. Humanities students are currently investigating questions related to the rapid historical change which took place in the American West between 1800 and 1900. Fort Nisqually is perfectly situated to shed light on the complex interactions between people, cultures, nationalities, the environment and rapidly growing global trade markets during that time period.
Important Flex-Plan update for staff  members

Tacoma Public Schools staff members, please note if you are planning to enroll or re-enroll in the Flex-Plan for the 2010 benefit year, the Company Code, which is required, is TSD. Please use this code when prompted during the on-line enrollment process. If you have any questions, contact Diane Taylor, payroll manager, at 253.571.1236.

Fundraiser for Tone Resource Center ends Nov. 23

The district’s Central CAB Committee is sponsoring a See's Candy sale until Nov. 23 with all proceeds going to the Tone Resource Center, which supports homeless students. A variety of candies are available as are one-pound gift certificates. Contact Dee Kirkevold at 253.571.1030 for more information.
Applause
Birney students sign song under black light

To honor Birney Elementary School’s veterans, Cathy Corrado's deaf/hard-of-hearing students, lead by the music teacher Jane Stillman, signed "America the Beautiful" wearing white gloves under a black light on Nov. 9. “It was a truly amazing performance,” said Debbie Passmore, educational assistant. Other students from Christine Hartley's class played the drums and xylophones, and they also gave speeches and a slide presentation on the wars of America.  

Stadium cadets assist UniServ Council

The Tacoma UniServ Council would like to thank the Stadium High School JROTC students and their instructor Commander Alan Mandigo for providing child care services at the first Community Conversation Circle held Thursday, Nov. 5 at Jason Lee Middle School. The cadets were so professional and caring of the children. We saw a cadet in uniform holding the hand of a small child leading him to get a cookie—how endearing! Thank you for helping to make the Community Conversation Circle a success! —Patty Hamilton, Tacoma UniServ Council.
Foss chooses 2010 Daffodil Princess

A panel of eight judges selected Ilona Trofimovich as the 2010 Foss High School Daffodil Princess on Nov. 2. Daughter of Vladimir and Nadia Trofimovich, Ilona has a grade point average of 4.0, is the ASB president, president and founder of Christian Students United, vice-president of the Agnes Foss Club and a member of the Frisbee Club and Drama Club. Her hobbies and interests include playing guitar, being involved in church and ministry activities and theatre and musical productions. She plans to attend a four-year university and pursue a major in psychology and use her education to become a high school counselor and give back to the community through youth mentorship.

The other candidates included:  Rosalinda Castro, escorted by Ryan Burton; Vanessa Chandler, escorted by Jamaal Shakoor; Nadia Clayton, escorted by James Murphy; Sarah Fonoimoana, escorted by Jensen Chau;  Jennifer Phan, escorted by Julian Cruell; Vanessa Salazar, escorted by DeVonte Jones; and Ginny West, escorted by Brandon Mohle.  Ilona was escorted by Ken Shields.  All eight girls did an outstanding job.  Foss is proud of all of them.

Tech tips
Scanning to e-mail

Sending documents to your e-mail with the district’s new copiers is not only convenient, but saves on copy costs too. Basic steps to scan to e-mail:

1. Place your original on the copier

2. Enter your user number then click OK

3. Press the Image Send button

4. From the screen, press the Fax/Scan icon

5. Select Scan
6. Select Address Entry >> click TO (or CC)*

7. Type in your email address

8. Click OK
9. Press the Start button

10. On the screen, click Read-End when finished 

11. Press the Copy button (for the next user)

12. Log out
If you prefer to send your scan to a name instead of an e-mail address, select Address Book. Go to Global Address Search at the next screen. Type in the name, then click Search. Click on the address when it appears and select To or CC. Press the Start button, click Read-End, press the Copy button and Log out.
Professional development
Lesley University accepting applications  

Lesley University is currently accepting applications for two Bachelor’s degrees designed for those interested in becoming a teacher:

· American Studies Major with Elementary Education Minor leading to Residency Certification in Elementary Education. Start date: February 2010, January 2011 
· Human Development Major with Special Education Minor Leading to Residency Certification in Special Education. Start date: June 2010 

April Jump Start for National Board certification cancelled

The April Tacoma Jump Start for those interested in National Board certification has been cancelled due to budget cuts. There will be only two Jump Start events this year: one in Spokane from June 28–July 1 and one in Edmonds from Aug. 2–5.

Health information
November is open enrollment month
Open enrollment for The Sound Partnership benefit options will be held during November. Members and their spouse or domestic partner are welcome to attend one of the meetings that will be held throughout the district. You will also be able to get help with enrollment decisions. 
Read full story
Pierce County opens H1N1 flu call center

Pierce County leaders opened a call center on Nov. 5 to help provide information about the H1N1 flu response to the public. The H1N1 Hotline is part of an expanded outreach program developed by the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department in partnership with resources provided by Pierce County. Also check the Pierce County Health Department Web site for more information.
Read full story
Shot clinics cancelled

The H1N1 vaccination clinics that were to be held at Mt. Tahoma (Nov. 21) and Wilson (Dec. 12) high schools have been cancelled due to the shortage of vaccines. The clinics have not been rescheduled at this time. Please call the Pierce County Health Department at 253.798.7000 if you have any questions.

Community opportunities

Zoo to offer Cool School Challenge workshop Dec. 12

Come to Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, on Saturday, Dec. 12, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., for a free professional development workshop to learn about the Cool School Challenge—an exciting program that will help teachers and students implement climate change solutions at your school. Washington state clock hours will be available.

The Cool School Challenge engages students, teachers and school districts in a school-wide initiative to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions by 2,000 pounds or more per classroom, per school year. The program can be administered by any person interested in becoming a “Challenge Coach,” and is especially suited for science and math teachers.


The workshop will be sponsored by the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency and Puget Sound Energy and will be conducted by the Cool School Challenge Team. Space is limited. Visit the Cool School Challenge Web site for more information and to download a flyer.

LGBTQA Educators Group to meet Nov. 18 

The next Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, Questioning and Allies (LGBTQA) Educators Group, sponsored by the Tacoma Public Schools Equity and Diversity Department, will meet at Shakabrah Java, 2618 6th Ave., at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 18. The group members support one another as they strive to make every school in the district a place where all families, students and staff members are welcomed, supported and celebrated.

Future meetings will be held on Dec. 9, 2009; and Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 10, April 14, May 12 and June 2, 2010.

High school students can enter industry essay contest

The Washington Aggregates and Concrete Association are sponsoring the annual high school essay contest for students in cooperation with the national industry association, National Ready Mixed Concrete Association (NRMCA), which awards scholarships for post high school education. The contest deadline is Dec. 4. For contest information, contact Washington Aggregates and Concrete Association at 206.878.1622. 
City of Destiny nomination due Jan. 18, 2010 

Nominate worthy volunteers for a City of Destiny Award by going to this city of Tacoma Web site for further information and links to the applications. 
Homeless Awareness Week activities

Click here for information on Persistent Issues of Homelessness, Monday, Nov. 16, at 6 p.m., at Wyatt Hall, Room 109, University of Puget Sound.

A Homeless Awareness Week luncheon, “Messages That Work,” will be hold on Tuesday, Nov. 17, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Nativity House, 2304 S. Jefferson Ave. RSVP to 253.591.5070.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Governor visits SOTA
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Students at the Tacoma School of the Arts show Gov. Chris Gregoire an instrument made for a class project.
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State Superintendent Randy Dorn meets SOTA teacher Terri Placentia. With him is WEA President Mary Lindquist, center, and Gov. Gregoire.
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WEA President Mary Lindquist and Gov. Gregoire listen as a SOTA student explains her art work.
First Creek honors veterans
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First Creek Middle School teachers who served in the military and are veterans are honored at the school’s first Veterans Day assembly.[image: image6.jpg]



Secretary of State Sam Reed presents a certificate to Principal Delores Beason and Assistant Principal Tracy Allen for First Creek’s having the highest student voter turnout in the state mock election.
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Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars stage the flag ceremony at First Creek and explain what each of the 13 folds of the American flag represent.
Veteran presents flag 
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Marine Major Jeffrey Blunden presents Browns Point E.S. Principal Pat Thomas with an American flag flow in Iraq.  
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Browns Point E.S. students made a flag using stars in red, white and blue with names of military personnel and their branch of service.
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Keeping the theme of stars, Browns Point students thanked their veterans.
Fill sock for Tone
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Barbara Marshall, left, and Korinna Barth, hold up a huge holiday stocking to fill with socks and money for homeless students served by the Tone Resource Center.

Flame takes first place
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Wilson H.S.’s Flame Step Team won first place in the Winterfest 2009 competition, under the direction of Milagros Thompson.

Soldiers to get care packages
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The Wilson H.S. Key Club collected items for Operation Make a Soldier Smile; these will be sent to the 5th Brigade in Afghanistan. Also donating items were the Kiwanis Clubs of Gig Harbor and NW Tacoma as well as the W. Tacoma Optimist Club.
Construction Career Day 
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A student from Foss H.S. attends the Construction Career Day event at the fairgrounds and tries out a piece of heavy equipment. 
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Foss students test different kinds of construction tools.
Wilson H.S. students explore construction trades
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Students talk with professionals in the construction trades.

[image: image17.jpg]



A Wilson student handles construction equipment at the Construction Career Day event.
Birney signs patriotic song 
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Birney E.S. deaf and hard-of-hearing students sign America the Beautiful wearing white gloves under black light.

[image: image19.jpg]



A Birney student wears her gloves to “sing” under black light by signing.
Foss Daffodil Princess selected
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Foss H.S. selected Ilona Trofimovich as its Daffodil Princess. Ken Shields is her escort.

Wilson helps at Sherman hop
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Wilson Key Club students fingerprinted children at the Sherman E.S. sock hop as part of the Kiwanis Child I.D. Program.
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Wilson Key Club members dressed up to help at the Sherman sock hop.
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