[image: image12.jpg]Yacor

coma




	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to Remember
Jan. 1-31: School Board Recognition Month

Jan. 8: School board meeting, 6 p.m., CAB auditorium

Jan. 13: Lincoln FAFSA Night, 6 p.m.

Jan. 13: Wilson “Believe” choral concert, 7 p.m., auditorium

Jan. 15: Hunt bond information session and science fair, 6 p.m.

Jan. 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Jan. 22: School board meeting, 6 p.m., CAB auditorium

Jan. 26: Chinese New Year

Jan. 27: Wilson FAFSA Night, 6 p.m.
Board news

Board updates from Jan. 8 study session

The following are updates from the Jan. 8 school board study session and meeting.

Impact of governor’s proposed budget

Chief Financial Officer Ron Hack gave the board a summary of the governor’s proposed budget and how it would affect the district for the 2009-10 school year. With governor’s proposed budget, district administrators anticipate no major staff layoffs or major program cuts in basic education. Categorical programs would need to operate within program revenues. 

The I-732 Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) would be suspended, and I-728 funding would be reduced by 21 percent in 2009-10 and by 23 percent in 2010-11. Other budget cuts include reduction of local effort assistance (LEA) by 33 percent each year; elimination of professional development for math and science education and a variety of allocations/grant and smaller programs; and suspension of teacher mentor program. These are preliminary numbers, and the state’s March forecast will likely have an impact on these figures. 

Superintendent Art Jarvis challenged the governor and Legislature is to “fix the system.” “Districts cannot make cuts year after year without cutting staff,” he said. “Our board has been remarkable in keeping employees … we do not see major changes in staffing, class size or programs at this point.” 

Continued
January is School Board Recognition Month
January is School Board Recognition Month. This is an excellent time to express appreciation to your school directors, while at the same time showing your community how your board and your district are focusing on improving student achievement. 

According to the National School Boards Association (NSBA), school boards can support student achievement by focusing on eight key actions: vision, standards, assessment, accountability, alignment, climate, collaborative relationships and continuous improvement. Through their actions in these eight areas, school boards can continually put student achievement at the center of what they do and can engage educators as well as community members as they do it.

The Washington State School Directors Association (WSSDA) has a number of suggestions for recognition activities for your school board directors at http://www.wssda.org/wssda/webforms/en-us/events/sbrm/sbrmtips.asp.
Continued
News and updates

Construction bond measure on ballot March 10

The district’s capital bond measure will be on the ballot in a special election on March 10. This $300 million bond would cover the first of four phases of the Tacoma Renewal and Excellence program (T-REX). If approved by voters, the bond would pay for major construction or remodeling projects throughout the district. T-REX is a long-range district facilities improvement plan that would continue through 2020. Check the district Web site at www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/Pages/TREX.aspx for more information on the bond measure and T-REX.

Voter registration information available at schools

Voter registration forms are available at schools, county auditor or elections department, public libraries and other government offices. As part of the district’s standard communication procedures, the Public Information Office is providing each school with voter registration forms to have available for adult students, parents and the general public. 
Packets are being sent in district mail to office coordinators with 25 English, 20 Spanish, 10 Chinese, five Korean and five Russian forms. The forms can also be downloaded and printed in eight different languages. You may go to www.secstate.wa.gov/elections to access the voter registration forms, or call the Public Information Office for additional materials. Registration can also be done online from this Web site.

The mail-in cut-off day to register for the Feb. 3 election has already past, but the Pierce County Election’s Center will accept walk-ins until Jan. 16 for anyone who still wishes to register to vote. 

Saturday, Feb. 7, is the cut-off day to register to vote for the March 10 election. The Pierce County Election’s Center will accept walk-ins until Feb. 23. The Pierce County Election’s Center is located at 2501 S. 35th St. in Tacoma.

You may also request a form through the Voter Hotline (800.448.4881) or the Internet at www.secstate.wa.gov and www.vote.wa.gov. Washington's Motor Voter program offers a convenient registration option allowing you to sign up at the same time you renew or apply for your driver's license. Check the district Web site at www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/Pages/VoterRegistration.aspx for more information.

Please contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 if you need additional assistance.

McCarver principal is Tacoma region's Distinguished Principal

McCarver Elementary School’s Principal Dan Tharp is one step closer to becoming the state distinguished elementary school principal: the Tacoma region of the Elementary School Principals Association of Washington (ESPAW) recently selected Tharp as its 2009 Distinguished Principal. 

Tharp might follow in the footsteps of Paula Bond, principal of Bryant Montessori School, who was selected as both the Tacoma region’s and state’s 2008 Distinguished Principal. 

Kelly Evans, principal of Sheridan Elementary School and regional director of ESPAW, said the regional organization solicits nominations from all elementary principals in the fall. A group of former distinguished principals reviews the nominations and makes a selection. 

To be selected as a Distinguished Principal, the principal must have served at least five years as a principal and at least two years in the district. The candidate is chosen for his or her educational leadership, community relations, raising student achievement and demonstrating exemplary skills as a principal. 

The name of the regional Distinguished Principal is forwarded to the state ESPAW. Candidates must complete paperwork that includes four letters of recommendation. Candidates are reviewed anonymously at the state level until the three finalists are selected by the ESPAW board. Board representatives then visit each finalist’s worksite before making a final determination for the state Distinguished Principal. Each state’s Distinguished Principal becomes one of 50 National Distinguished Principals who are honored in Washington, D.C.
Gray’s new telephone numbers 

Gray Middle School’s main telephone number is 253.571.5200 and the fax number is 253.571.5201.

Annual sick leave cashout time approaches

Employees whose bargaining unit agreement provides for annual cashout of accumulated sick leave may apply to buy back their earned, unused sick-leave days for calendar year 2008. You must have a minimum balance of 60 earned sick leave days as of Dec. 31, 2008.

 

These cashout days will be paid at the rate of 25 percent of the employee's current daily rate of pay. You must submit an application for sick-leave cashout to Payroll no later than 4:30 p.m. on Jan. 30, 2009. Payments will be included in the Feb. 20, 2009, pay voucher for classified employees and in the March 1, 2009, pay voucher for certificated staff.

 

Applications are available on the district Web site. Click on "Go To Staff Page" under Forms. Select "Finance" and scroll down to "Payroll.” Select "Application for Annual Cashout of Accumulated Sick Leave."  

 

For more information, contact the Payroll department at 253.571.1236.
Request shared sick leave through staff classifieds

Employees can request shared sick leave donations through the Staff Classifieds via the Staff page on the district Web site. After Human Resources approves an employee for shared sick leave, he or she can go through the classified ad process online to add his/her request under Sick Leave Needed. 

Contact Kevin Humphrey in the Public Information Office at 253.571.1019 if you need help or have any questions about the Staff Classifieds.
Upcoming events


SOTA to hold information nights for freshmen Jan. 12 and 14 

There are two Tacoma School of the Arts (SOTA) information nights remaining for freshman who are interested in applying to the Tacoma School of the Arts for the 2009-10 school year. Attendance at one of these events is the beginning of the application process. The information nights will be held on Jan. 12 and 14 at 7 p.m. in the SOTA Theatre, 1118 Commerce St., Tacoma. 

Please call Liz Hirschl at 253.571.7910 if you have questions about the application process.
The Right to Dream honors Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Back by popular demand, the Living Voices Theater Company will perform “The Right to Dream,” a narrative drama at Mount Tahoma High School, Jan. 12, at 6:30 p.m. Sponsored by the Mt. Tahoma Booster Club and ASB, this performance depicts the struggle and sacrifice for civil rights in America. “The Right to Dream,” a story written by Rachel Atkins, recreates a young man's coming of age as an African American in Mississippi during the 1950s and 1960s.

Continued
“Believe” concert rescheduled to Jan. 13

The Wilson High School Choral Department will present “Believe” on Tuesday, Jan. 13, at 7 p.m. in the school auditorium. The concert is free and open to the public. The original date was Dec. 17 and the event was rescheduled due to inclement weather.

“Believe” will feature the CenterStage Jazz Choir, Mixed Choir and Concert Choir. The Scintillation Show Choir will give a rousing performance of “Hairspray.”  Soloists will sing "Just a Dream," "Lucky" and "Upside Down."

Wendy L. Shepherd directs the choirs. Contact Shepherd at 253.571.6156 for more information.

Lincoln to hold FAFSA Night Jan. 13

Lincoln High School will hold a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Night for seniors and parents on Tuesday, Jan. 13, at 6 p.m. in the Lincoln library. The goal is to help families complete a FAFSA application online and on time. Lincoln and Pacific Lutheran University financial aid staff members will be available to help.

Families need to bring:

· A personal identification number (PIN) available at www.pin.ed.gov or www.fafsa.ed.gov and passwords. The student and one parent need PINs.

· A completed 2009-10 FAFSA worksheet available at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

· Required financial information such as 2007 federal income tax returns or estimated 2008 tax returns and last pay stubs for any jobs the students and parents had in 2008, savings and investment information, social security numbers or alien registration number.

Contact Steve Schain, scholarship coordinator at Lincoln, at 253.571.6714 for more information.

Hunt to hold bond information session, science fair Jan. 15

Hunt Middle school will hold a bond information session and science fair from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 15. Both events are open to the public. 

If the district’s capital bond measure on the ballot in a special election on March 10 is approved by voters, the bond would fund major construction at Hunt, Baker and Stewart middle schools and phase II at Wilson High School. Check the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org for additional details on the bond and what it would cover.

Contact Hunt at 253.571.2400 for more information on these events.

Children’s author to visit Washington-Hoyt on Jan. 16
Children’s author David T. Greenberg from Portland, Ore., will visit Washington-Hoyt Elementary School on Friday, Jan. 16, for the school’s Martin Luther King Jr. assemblies. His latest book, “A Tugging String,” is Greenberg’s first novel (historical fiction), based on growing up with a father who was the primary attorney for Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Continued
Applause
United Way members exceed goals
United Way of Pierce County (UWPC) has so much to be thankful for this season, and at the top of its list is gratitude for the amazing work that UWPC campaign coordinators and team members do throughout the year to help the community.
 

Despite challenging economic times, agencies and businesses are giving back more than ever. Check out some of the organizations that exceeded their campaign goals: KeyBank, Pacific Lutheran University, Parametrix, Puyallup School District, State Farm Insurance and Tacoma Public Schools. 

Thank you for Living United, and the UWPC looks forward to working side-by-side with you next year to make even bigger impacts in Pierce County.—United Way of Pierce County
Lashelle Dralle’s class makes a difference
Fourth graders from Lister Elementary School are helping others while they help themselves this school year by participating in the Scholastic Book Clubs’ Classrooms Care program. This fall, students from Lashelle Dralle’s classroom, along with classrooms all across the country, read 100 books; and, in turn, Scholastic Book Clubs donated one million new books to disadvantaged children nationwide. Each year, students and teachers alike are thrilled to take part in this adventure to give books to children who otherwise might have none.

Taylor McCann selected for national honor choir

Seventh-grade singer Taylor McCann at Meeker Middle School was accepted as a member of the 2009 National Middle School/Junior High School Honor Choir. She sent in a recorded audition which was screened and compared to other sixth through ninth grade students across America. Taylor was one of 300 singers to be chosen for the honor choir.

In March, Taylor and her family will fly to Oklahoma City where the National Honor Choir will rehearse for four days and then perform at the National American Choral Directors’ Association conference.

Contact Meeker Middle School at 253.571.6500 for more information.
McKinley receives check from Northwest Protective Services

A big thank you to Northwest Protective Services, located in our McKinley community. The company donated a $1,000 check to McKinley Elementary School on Jan. 8. We also received a $150 check from Cards for Causes, a company that Northwest Protective Services ordered its holiday cards through. Cards for Causes donated 20 percent of Northwest Protective Services card purchase to McKinley. Steve Young, operations manager of Northwest Protective Services, presented the $1,000 check to Principal Anita Roth.—Pam Leach, office coordinator

Rams first to use software to encourage reading 
Wilson High School Assistant Principal Christine Brandt reads to her daughter Valerie on a new poster created with new software to promote reading in schools. The software makes it easy for a school to use photos of its own staff members and students to motivate and inspire other students to read. Four-year-old Valerie Brandt was asked to select her favorite book and she picked "Big Sister Dora" from the Dora Explorer collection for the photo shoot.
Principal Dan Besett said, “It's the first picture of our project. We plan to make a number of these posters which will be displayed in our library and selected classrooms. The software we are using is a spinoff from the national advertising project where you see famous actors and athletes promoting reading on posters. Ram Country is the first school to take advantage of the poster software!”

D.R.E.A.M. Team Moose’s antics captivate students 
The Mariners’ moose mascot’s antics enthralled Arlington Elementary School students while other members of the Mariners’ D.R.E.A.M. Team helped emphasize the principles: staying Drug-free, Respect for yourself and others; Education through reading, Attitude and Motivation.

Jamie Burke, Tugg Hulett and Rick Rizzs, team broadcaster, signed autographs for Arlington. Office Coordinator Vicki Mousseau said, “We made copies of the autographs and will send them home with kids along with a picture of the whole team, a game schedule, a picture of the Mariner Moose and a Little League magazine.”  
Continued
Tone thanks CBTP trainees and staff

We at Tone Resource Center want to extend a heartfelt thank you to the trainees and staff with the Community-based Transition Program. The help we receive is invaluable. The staff members are innovative and thorough, with a particular gift of organization, and the trainees respond in a positive and professional manner. The benefits of this partnership are numerous and we are grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with them.—Tone Resource staff
Hunt helped by community 

The Hunt Middle School community reached out to help those in need during the holiday season. Partnering with the James Center Starbucks and barista Megan Biegalski, Hunt collected more than 400 items which were given to several local families. Items included everything from clothes to new toys. Linda Dieckhoff, counselor, and Natasha Wyatt, physical education teacher, led the effort at Hunt with a group of  eighth-grade girls called “Standing Together as Sisters.” The girls made displays, collected boxes and helped make sure the process ran smoothly. Susan Gregory’s class was honored with special treats of hot chocolate and cookies from Starbucks for collecting more than 300 items. Thanks for making a difference in our community!—Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S.

Hunt thanks Life Center and Albertson’s

The Hunt Middle School staff members would like to extend a huge thank you to the individuals at Life Center and Pearl Street Albertson’s for donating time and food to Hunt families who needed a little extra help during the holidays. Even though the snow was blanketing the streets, these individuals came to the aid by delivering 250 food baskets to our school. Families not only walked away with a holiday dinner, they walked away with smiles on their faces. We appreciate your efforts!—Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S. 

Tech Tips
Completing projects in a timely manner
With the deployment of Computers on Wheels (COWs for short), elementary and middle-school teachers have an opportunity to engage students in technology-rich assignments without leaving their classrooms. The purpose of this month’s tech tip is to ensure that you instruct your students on how to make the best use of their time spent with the new laptop technology.
Committing the keyboard to memory is a prerequisite skill needed for any computer lesson that needs to be completed in a timely manner. Handwriting maxes out at about 18 words per minute (w.p.m.) and reading anything written at that speed can be challenging. With minimal practice, almost anyone can type twice as fast as they can write. Instruction need not be as time-consuming as the typing classes of the 1960s. 
Start by keeping a large picture of the keyboard posted in your classroom. Describe the keyboard in terms of keys typed with the left hand and keys typed with the right. Stress pressing the spacebar (using the sides of their thumbs) once between words and after ending punctuation. By the third grade, students need to receive instruction on how to properly place their fingers on the home row. Model reaching up to type letters above the home row and down to type letters located below the home row. When typing a capital letter located on the left side of the keyboard, teach your student to press and hold the right shift key and vice versa.
In a perfect world, there would be time in the week to schedule several 5- to 10-minute keyboard exercises in every intermediate elementary classroom. Many third-grade students and most all fourth-grade students have the hand-eye coordination to begin typing with the correct fingers. If your schedule does not permit this commitment, consider embedding keyboard instruction into other lessons where it makes sense. Assign practice lessons for homework or other times when students might have independent access to computers. 
As elementary teachers, we owe it to our students to send them off to middle school knowing how to type. As middle school teachers, we owe it to our students to give them many opportunities to hone their typing skills while completing classroom assignments and to ensure that students who have not mastered typing have the opportunity to gain this skill before moving on to high school.

Resources:

The district uses http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/ 

Other sites to consider are http://sense-lang.org/typing/ and http://www.nimblefingers.com/.    

A picture of the laptop keyboard is included in PDF format. Use 11”x17” paper and print on your MFD copier. 

Professional development
AISL has potential position openings for 2009-10 

The American International School of Lagos (AISL), Nigeria, is seeking teachers for the 2009-10 school year, and will hold recruitment orientation at 4:30 p.m. on Jan. 12 at the Central Administration Building. AISL Superintendent Tom Shearer will conduct interviews from Jan. 13 to 15. The dates and times are yet to be determined.

American International School of Lagos (AISL) has been in operation since 1964. The school serves approximately 750 students in grades pre-K through high school, representing children from 40 nations. During the 1965-66 school year, the Tacoma School District was invited by the Office of Overseas Schools, Department of State, to enter into a school-to-school partnership with the American School of Lagos. For 44 years, Tacoma has made available to AISL virtually all the resources of the district, including personnel, consultants, curriculum materials and products, purchasing and administrative support. It is the longest continuing school-to-school partnership in the world. AISL currently recruits throughout the world utilizing three international hiring conferences, Klein School District in Texas and Tacoma School District.

Staff members who are interested in career opportunities beginning with the 2009-10 school year at the American International School of Lagos, Nigeria, should e-mail Dan Besett at dbesett@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call at 253.571.6010. 
The following openings are anticipated, but subject to change depending upon budget, enrollment and AISL Board approval: pre-K, kindergarten, first- through sixth-grade teachers, librarian, middle school band, art, IB high school English and IB high school (algebra/calculus).
Nominations open for 2009 classified employee award program 
The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has opened nominations for the 2009  Washington State Classified Employee Excellence Award Program. These awards were created by the Legislature in 2007 to recognize and honor the work of school and district classified staff members who have made a positive difference in their profession. Award winners will be honored at a special event at the state Capitol late in the spring.
Continued
Education leadership intern grant applications due March 13

To access the OSPI Bulletin, application packet and application checklist for the Washington State Education Leadership Intern Grant on the Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP) Web site, please click here or copy and paste this link into your browser — http://www.awsp.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=State_Funded_Intern_Program&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=9980 — then scroll to the middle of the page.

Completed application packets are due in the AWSP office, 1021 8th Ave SE, Olympia, WA 98501, no later than 4:30 p.m. on March 13, 2009. Should the State Legislature NOT continue funding the Washington State-Funded Education Leadership Internships for the 2009-2010 biennium, any completed applications will be considered null and void.

This grant provides funds to public school districts for the partial release time of district employees participating in an administrative intern program with an appropriate mentor. It is designed to provide rigorous, authentic training experiences for approved applicants. 
Continued
Attend seminar if you plan to retire before 2014

Are you planning to retire sometime before Jan. 1, 2014? If so, you should start planning now for that retirement. The Washington State Department of Retirement Systems (DRS) will host a free retirement planning seminar in Tacoma on Saturday, Feb. 7, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The seminar includes general information presentations on:  

· Social Security

· VEBA (Voluntary Employees' Beneficiary Association)

· PEBB (Public Employees’ Benefit Board)

· DCP (Deferred Compensation Program, State of Washington)

· The state retirement plans for:

· PERS (Public Employees' Retirement System) Plans 1, 2 & 3.

· SERS (School Employees' Retirement System) Plans 2 & 3.

· TRS (Teachers' Retirement System) Plans 1, 2 & 3.

Please note, these are large group presentations and individual appointments are not possible at the seminars. You must pre-register in order to attend. DRS will mail you a confirmation letter two weeks before the event with the location information, map and directions. You can register by phone or on-line as follows:

· By phone:  1.888.711.6676 (Representatives are available to take your call Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and an automated phone system is available at all other times.)

· On the internet:  https://fortress.wa.gov/drs/retirementplanning/main.asp (FYI: If you register on-line you’ll see the entire seminar schedule through September 2009. The schedule includes additional seminars in Tacoma, Seattle and Tumwater. These seminars are available for registration at this time.)

If you are retiring sometime in the next five years, do not delay attending one of these valuable seminars to help you prepare. Your spouse or partner is welcome and encouraged to attend with you.
Health and Wellness 
Winners losing together 

The Sound Partnership wellness program “Winners Losing Together” begins Thursday, Jan. 15. To get started simply log on to the Sound Living Web site at www.tsp-soundliving.com. There you can record your activities, track your points and learn more about how diet, nutrition and exercise can help you get your mind and body where you want it to be.

Community opportunities

Pierce County READS began Jan. 5

During the second annual Pierce County READS, the goal is for thousands of people to read, share and talk about the same book at the same time during the free community one-book program being held Jan. 5 to March 28. 

Pierce County Library System selected the best-selling "Three Cups of Tea" by nationally known award-winning authors Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin as the Pierce County READS book for 2009. This is the story of one man's mission to promote peace one school at a time.

"Three Cups of Tea" has been a #1 New York Times bestseller for nearly two years. Pierce County Library offers the book in paperback, audio downloads, audiobooks and other formats. 

The book chronicles the real-life story that transports a mountain climber into a school builder/fundraiser to help children, especially girls, in significantly impoverished, illiterate and uneducated Pakistan and Afghanistan villages. The premise of building the schools is to replace bombs with books, guns with pencils and rhetoric with reading to gain an educated society that can help itself. 

During the three-month program, people may participate in more than 40 free programs and events on topics including literacy, mountaineer search and rescue, mountain climbing and volunteerism. The program concludes with David Oliver Relin giving a free presentation and book signing at Clover Park Technical College at 7 p.m. on Saturday, March 14. 

Contact Mary Getchell, Communications Director, at 253.536.6500, ext.136, or cell 253.722.6095, for more information.

Art museum offers educator events

The Tacoma Art Museum will hold two events in February for educators. Educator Evening will be held on Thursday, Feb. 19, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. and the second on reading and writing art will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 28.

Continued
City of Destiny Awards nominations close Jan. 19 

Forms are available to nominate volunteers for the City of Tacoma’s 23rd annual City of Destiny Awards. Nominations will be accepted through Jan. 19, 2009. These yearly honors promote the importance of community service and recognize individuals and groups who make outstanding contributions in Tacoma.
Continued
Nominate an outstanding teacher for Sylvan competition

Do you know a teacher who is truly exceptional? Someone who challenges students to achieve their greatest potential? Someone with a passion that makes every day in the classroom exciting? Honor your outstanding teacher by nominating him or her for the Sylvan Learning Teachers Who Make a Difference contest.  

Log on to www.king5.com/contest/sylvan between Jan. 5 and Jan. 18 to nominate your teacher. Four teachers will be selected to win a trip for two to Hawaii or $1,000 in cash. The winners will receive a salute on KING 5, KONG TV and NorthWest Cable News. 
For information about Sylvan Learning Centers call 1-800-94-AWEEK.
KCTS 9 calls for entries for Reading Rainbow contest

KCTS 9 announced its 15th annual Reading Rainbow young writers and illustrators’ contest, a competition designed to encourage children to write and illustrate their own stories. Stories may be fact or fiction, prose or poetry. Each entry must include at least five original illustrations related to the story.

The local contest is open to students in kindergarten through third grade in Washington state and British Columbia. Children in kindergarten and first grade should submit stories that are between 50 and 200 words in length; students in second and third grades should submit stories that are between 100 and 350 words. 
Entries, accompanied by an entry form, must be postmarked by Friday, March 12.

· Can be printed out from the KCTS 9 Web site at KCTS9.org/readingrainbow.
· Can be requested by e-mail at learning@KCTS9.org or by phone at 1.800.930.6060.

Continued
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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McCarver E.S. Principal Dan Tharp was selected as the elementary Distinguished Principal for the Tacoma region of Elementary School Principals’ Association of Washington. Here he reads to students in the library.
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Lashelle Dralle’s class at Lister E.S. read 100 books through the Scholastic Books Club’s Classrooms Care program. Scholastic donated one million books to disadvantaged students across the country after classrooms nationwide read 100 books per classroom. 
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Arlington E.S. Principal Larry West greets the Mariners Moose during a D.R.E.A.M. Team presentation.
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Wilson H.S. Assistant Principal Christine Brandt and her daughter Valerie pose for a poster to encourage reading. The new software makes it easy for schools to use their own staff members and students on posters.
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Steve Young from Northwest Protective Services presents a $1,000 check to McKinley E.S. Principal Anita Roth.
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