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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to remember
Feb. 1–28: Black History Month

Feb. 1: National Freedom Day

Feb. 2: Groundhog Day

Feb. 5: Keys to Successful Family and Community Involvement workshop, 4 p.m.

Feb. 6: Gray Charts a New Course event, 6 p.m.
Feb. 6: Jazz Extravaganza, Truman Middle School, 5:30 p.m. dinner; 6:30 p.m. concert

Feb. 6: National Wear Red Day: Go Red for Women by the American Heart Association
Feb. 6: Deadline for nomination form for Challenge/Highly Capable testing

Feb. 10: Sherman E.S. Academic Standards Parent Night, 6:30 p.m.

Feb. 12: Abraham Lincoln’s birthday

Feb. 16: Presidents’ Day
Feb. 16: African-American Legislative Day
Feb. 21– 28: National FFA Week

Feb. 22: George Washington’s birthday

News and updates
Form for Challenge/Highly Capable testing due Feb. 6

The nomination form for the Challenge/Highly Capable program testing of students in grades three to seven is due by Friday, Feb. 6, in Room 328 at the Central Administration Building to qualify a student for testing. The form is available online through the Challenge/Highly Capable link under the Departments and Programs section of the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org. The nomination form is also available in elementary and middle school offices.

Bond measure goes to voters March 10
Bonds are used for capital projects such as construction and modernization of school buildings. The $300 million bond, if passed by voters on March 10, would cover one of four proposed phases of the Tacoma Renewal and Excellence Program (T-REX)—a long-range district facilities improvement plan that would continue through 2020. T-REX would complete modernizations at the remaining 24 district schools that are still in need of significant modernization or renovation. 
What will the bond pay for?
This bond would complete modernizations or new construction at district secondary schools and small capital projects districtwide. The bond would fund major construction projects at: Baker, Hunt and Stewart middle schools and Phase II at Wilson High School.
Districtwide small capital projects would include: 
· Heating and ventilation upgrades 

· Roof and carpet replacements 

· Energy conservation 

· Upgrades to enhance access for people with disabilities
· Playground equipment upgrades 

· Site improvements for parking and student pick-up and drop-off
Additional examples of small capital projects include: Foss High School carpet replacement and Foss Little Theater and athletic field upgrades; Lincoln High School athletic field and performing arts center upgrades; Stadium High School athletic field turf replacement; and Wilson High School athletic field and performing arts center upgrades.
For more information on the bond measure on the March 10 ballot, go to the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.

Voter registration information available at schools

Saturday, Feb. 7, is the cut-off day to register to vote for the March 10 election. The Pierce County Election’s Center will accept walk-ins until Feb. 23. The Pierce County Election’s Center is located at 2501 S. 35th St. in Tacoma. Voter registration forms are available at schools, county auditor or elections department, public libraries and other government offices. 
As part of the district’s standard communication procedures, the Public Information Office has provided each school with voter registration forms to have available for adult students, parents and the general public. The forms can also be downloaded and printed in eight different languages. You may go to www.secstate.wa.gov/elections to access the voter registration forms, or call the Public Information Office for additional materials.

You may also request a form through the Voter Hotline (800.448.4881) or the Internet at www.secstate.wa.gov and www.vote.wa.gov. Washington's Motor Voter program offers a convenient registration option allowing you to sign up at the same time you renew or apply for your driver's license. Check the district Web site for more information.

Please contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 if you need additional assistance.

New phone number for Wainwright E.S.

Wainwright Elementary School’s new phone number is 253.571.3444, and the fax number is 253.571.3446, as of Jan. 28.
Gault’s students breathe life into dusty photographs 
Shari Shelton's Pen-and-Page and Ashley Miraflor's journalism students are digging deep into the fascinating past of Gault Middle School as it graduates its last class this June. Gault first opened its doors in 1927, welcoming students adorned in ties, long dresses, flapper-esque attire and hairstyles straight out of the movies.  

Gault’s rich history is the story of Tacoma and its closure marks a new chapter as well as the end of a wonderful tale spanning years and generations. In celebration of our Gault's intriguing history, students are requesting pictures and stories from former Gault students and teachers. Even a short paragraph of a cherished memory will be put to great use. Your memories, pictures and stories will be published alongside the stories of current Gault students and immortalized in its closing celebrations and publications. 

Alumni interested in submitting writings or being interviewed may contact Shari Shelton at sshelto@tacoma.k12.wa.us, before May 8.
Upcoming events
Family and community involvement workshop to be Feb. 5
A workshop, “Keys to Successful Family and Community Involvement,” for administrators, teachers, parents and community partners will be held on Thursday, Feb. 5, from 4 to 7:45 p.m. in the Lincoln High School cafeteria, 701 S. 37th St. Dinner will be from 4–4:30 p.m. Through the workshop participants will:

· Learn ways to involve families in their children’s education
· Examine and discuss “Promising Partnership Practices” from across the country that link to student academic success

· Discuss the planning, implementation and evaluation of partnership programs.
· Plan next steps for increasing family and community involvement at schools
Continuing education credits provided for teachers. Child care will be provided.

Contact Kari Reed, School, Family and Community Partnership Program, at 253.571.1087 for more information and to make reservations for child care.
Help Gray M.S. chart a new course in a new school Feb. 6
The Friday, Feb. 6 opening event at the new Gray Middle School will be a wonderful opportunity to tour the new facility, meet the Gray family and partake in a little piece of Gray history—a decade-by-decade musical of Gray Middle School’s first 82 years. As Gray Middle School charts a new course, join Gray staff members, students, families and alumni in celebrating the opening of the new Gray Middle School, at 6229 S. Tyler St. 
Appetizers will be provided at 6 p.m. by the 72nd Street Olive Garden Italian Restaurant. The program will start at 7 p.m. followed by school tours.

Please call Gray Middle School, 253.571.5200, or check Gray’s Web site at www.graypilots.org for more information.  
Jazz extravaganza features district jazz bands Feb. 6

The second annual Jazz Extravaganza PB n J (Pearl Street’s Best Jazz) featuring jazz bands from Hunt, Jason Lee, Mason, Meeker and Truman middle schools and Stadium and Wilson high schools will be held on Feb. 6 at Truman M.S., 5801 N. 35th St.
 

Come join this fun-filled evening of entertainment and fundraising. Last year, hundreds of people attended this event. The money raised from the dinner and admission supports the jazz music programs at the participating schools.
 

The evening will begin at 5:30 p.m., with dinner catered by Joeseppi’s. The first jazz band performance will begin at 6:30 p.m. During intermission, a dessert auction will be held with desserts donated by many local businesses and families. Joe Stortini will be the event auctioneer again this year. 
 

Jazz band students have dinner tickets to sell for this event. Presale dinner tickets are $14 each, and this includes admission. If you choose to join the fun without buying dinner, admission is $6 per person. Tickets for the concert only may be purchased at the door. Tickets for the dinner and concert must be purchased in advance from band students or the band director at participating schools. 
For more information, contact David Cripe, band director at Truman M.S., at 253.571.5620.

Sherman to hold Academic Standards Night Feb. 10
Sherman Elementary School will hold an Academic Standards Parent Night on Tuesday, Feb. 10, from 6:30–7:30 p.m. Students and staff will demonstrate the district and state standards for parents in the cafeteria and gym. Sherman’s Communities in Schools program will also have a children’s book give-away that evening.  

 
Applause
Sheridan student helps save grandmother’s life

The American Red Cross Mt. Rainier Chapter recently presented Karlie Reyes, age 7, in Susan McKenzie’s second-grade class at Sheridan Elementary School with its Lifesaver Award for helping save her grandmother’s life last year. Her grandmother, Deanne Sullivan, had a stroke while driving a golf cart with her grandchildren in the neighborhood. “While a nearby neighbor came out and called 911, Karlie had the maturity and knowledge to relay her grandmother’s medical condition to the paramedics,” said Karen Kim, media and community relations manager for the Mt. Rainier Chapter. “During this stressful and chaotic time, she also had the presence to take care of her little brother and keep him calm.” Congratulations, Karlie!
Mason violinists to perform in all-state orchestra March 14

Jonathan Ritson and Caitlin Upshall, eighth graders at Mason Middle School were selected for top honors as outstanding music students and will participate in the fourth Washington Music Educators Association (WMEA) junior all-state orchestra. 

They will join more than 200 other young performers for an event on March 14. These accomplished musicians will rehearse together under the direction of outstanding music educators and will present a final concert in Burien’s Highline Performing Arts Center. 

Michael Banet is the Mason orchestra teacher. Contact him at 253.571.7036 for more information.

Hunt eighth graders earn platinum status at Finance Park

Eighth-grade students at Hunt Middle School received “platinum status” on their recent trip to Junior Achievement’s Finance Park in Auburn. This means that all students participating were able to pay all their bills, balance their checkbook, give to charity, put some into savings—and still have a positive balance. Several students reflected on their trip by saying “Now I know why my parents take so long to pay the bills” and “Now I know why my parents get stressed out when it is time to pay the bills.”  This was a great opportunity for our students. We are proud of you! –Dawn Baughman, language arts and U.S. history, Hunt M.S. 

Narrows League selects Tacoma principals for honors
Congratulations to Lynn Gill, assistant principal at Mt. Tahoma H.S., and Dan Besett, principal of Wilson H.S., who were selected as the Narrows League Assistant Principal of the Year and Principal of the Year, respectively. The district belongs to the Narrows League for sports and activities. Both will be in the competition for the state titles.
Gault’s theater experience includes sharing quilts
The Broadway Conservatory wowed awe-struck Gault Middle School students who listened intently on the edge of their seat, sang and clapped. They were truly moved by the lessons of “Show Way” during Gault’s Martin Luther King Jr. assembly. An ensemble oral history production, “Show Way” honors the history of the civil rights movement as told through generations of a family and their quilts.

 

Principal Delores Beason said, “I am committed to bringing arts to the students and students to the arts. In the theater, students experience a world beyond theirs, unleashing dreams and imaginations. This production did just that while honoring Dr. Martin Luther King’s legacy.” 

 

In anticipation of the “Show Way” production, Donna Chang, with the help of her mother who is a master quilter and an impromptu docent, asked staff members to bring in their family quilts. Beason’s quilt included squares from her children and relatives. Smith-Mosel shared a quilted huppah (wedding canopy) and Lisa Hertzog brought her grandmother’s quilt. Chang’s family quilts spanned three generations and captured the imagination of Gault students who compared and contrasted the quilts while inferring the stories they told.

 

The quilt show and theatrical production were graciously received. Applause reached a fever pitch when it was announced that one of the performers was a Gault alum.
Browns Point celebrates MLK activities through original poem
Jana I. Callender, a teacher at Browns Point Elementary School wrote a poem called “On the Steps,” linking Martin Luther King Jr. (MLK) with Barack Obama’s inauguration of hope and challenge. She wrote this poem for Browns Point’s MLK program, and students did a choral reading using the poem.

Browns Point Elementary School Principal Pat Thomas was one of the fortunate ones, along with Bremerton City Councilwoman Dianne P. Robinson, who were able to attend the presidential inauguration ceremonies in Washington, D.C.
She said, “My most profound experience came when I realized what a pivotal moment in history I was personally a part of; witnessing the broad appeal and effect one man could have over so many people who represented multiple races, ages, men, women, seniors, youth and children. No matter what words were spoken, I continued to hear one common message …HOPE for a better future.” 

MultiCare engages Gault eighth graders in a multitude of ways 
Eighth graders at Gault Middle School donned scrubs, fed catheters into arteries, used forceps to deliver a breech baby, dispensed medication, read their own EKG results, attempted to walk while intoxicated (special simulation goggles) and so much more while learning at MultiCare on Jan. 15. 
Students learned about health and nutrition, medical procedures and health care professions through hands-on activities hosted by gracious MultiCare medical professionals. “Students were welcomed, encouraged, invested in and their fascination fed by a fantastic band of committed professionals,” applauded Principal Delores Beason, who has supported Gault’s participation in the program for several years. “The moment students put on their Multicare T-shirts, they had an incredible opportunity to see the inner workings of a hospital.” 

“Their anticipation is palpable and their excitement clearly evident as they returned to school still wearing their scrubs, gloves, casts and splints,” smiled Assistant Principal Tracy Allen. “It’s like one big episode of Doogie Houser, MD,” mused Instructional Facilitator Rachel Smith-Mosel who accompanied the students on the trip. 

MultiCare’s Booker Crawford, who coordinated the trip, emphasized that this was not the end of their learning. “MultiCare has a number of ways to support your interest in a health care career. Some of our programs include Nurse Camp, Medical Explorers and Job Shadows. The health care field offers a variety of opportunities that provide a very secure and comfortable future.”  
Visit www.multicare.org/home/health-care-exploration for more information.
Sherman celebrates Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Sherman Elementary School celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr. Day during an all-school assembly on Monday, Jan. 26. Kindergarten students sang “All for Freedom.” Fourth grade students performed “I Have a Dream,” a choral reading by Joan Nichols. Stefon Payne, a fifth-grade student at Sherman, gave a talk on Americans coming together and believing. He spoke of the comparisons between President Barack Obama and Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. Fifth-grade students sang “The Dream of Martin Luther King.” During the assembly, the audience sang “We Shall Overcome” and ”If I Had a Hammer.” The assembly was coordinated and directed by Rod Huskey, Sherman’s music teacher.
Foss students prepare breakfast at Nativity House 

On a foggy Martin Luther King Jr. holiday morning, 16 students from Foss High School’s Air Force Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (AFJROTC), Foss’s Key Club and English as a Second Language (ESL) classes provided food, cooked and served breakfast to more than 200 people at the Nativity House in downtown Tacoma. Foss ESL teacher Bruce Sadler and his wife Ingelaurie led the Foss group. Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of Foss staff who donated food and funds, as well as to the students and staff who gave up a holiday to serve their community.
Professional development

Latino/Latina cultural cues workshop Feb. 12

The students in your classrooms can come from many different worlds, worlds that may not be familiar to you. Don't miss this exciting Equity in Education series that explores strategies to increase academic success across all cultures. At the workshop, you will:

· Uncover biases that may be barriers to success

· Explore strategies for working effectively across cultures

· Create an action plan that addresses these issues in your schools

What you will learn:
· Awareness: Awareness of bias, stereotypes, white privilege, values and beliefs and how this may impact your view of color.
· Knowledge: Knowledge of the specific cultural group and their values, beliefs, communication styles, attitudes, historical views of racism, oppression, view of systems and experience with whites.
· Skills: Strategies for effectively working with this group.
· Action/Advocacy: How individuals and organizations can create systemic change and eradicate institutional racism.

PSESD, 800 Oakesdale Ave SW Renton, WA 98057
Time: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (registration is at 8:30 a.m.)
Cost: $95 per session

For more information please contact: Claudine Rode, program specialist, Learning and Teaching, Puget Sound Educational Service District, at 425.917.7815 or e-mail her at crode@psesd.org. 
Tech tips
This week’s Tech tip lesson is on creating a watermark by Wes Burmark. 
The Sound Partnership
 Heart Healthy nutrition notes by Claire Kjeld, MS, RD, CD

As February has been proclaimed “American Heart Month,” it is fitting to talk specifically about heart healthy nutrition. One of the primary areas of focus regarding heart health is the type of fat and amount of fat that you eat. There are four primary types of fat in foods that we eat: saturated fat, trans fat, monounsaturated fat and polyunsaturated fat. To read more about fats, click here.

Retirement fair to be held Feb. 12
The Tacoma School District retirement fair will be held Thursday, Feb. 12, from 4 to 8:10 p.m. at the Professional Development Center, 6501 N. 23rd St. 

Seminar on financial planning to be held Feb. 26

A seminar on making financial planning easy will be held on Thursday, Feb. 26, from, 4 to 7:30 p.m. in the Central Administration Building board room on the fourth floor. Space is limited to first 40 employees who register.
Community opportunities
National Girls and Women in Sports Day to be Feb. 6

The 23rd National Girls and Women in Sports Day (NGWSD) event will be held Friday, Feb. 6, at Pacific Lutheran University (PLU). The Pacific Lutheran University vs. Pacific University women’s basketball game will begin at 6 p.m. in Olson Auditorium. 

The national sports day began in 1987 as a day to remember Olympic volleyball player Flo Hyman for her athletic achievements and her work to assure equality for women’s sports. Hyman died of Marfan’s Syndrome in 1986 while competing in a volleyball tournament in Japan. Since then NGWSD has evolved into a day to acknowledge the past and recognize current sports achievements, the positive influence of sports participation and the continuing struggle for equality and access for women in sports. 

To receive free admission for your group or team, please e-mail PLU’s women’s basketball coach, Kelly Warnke, at warnkekm@plu.edu or call her at 253.535.7353.

PCRS to hold monthly seminar

The Puget Creek Restoration Society (PCRS) will hold its monthly seminar on Feb. 7 from 12–2 p.m. at the society’s office at 702 Broadway-Suite 101. Guest speaker Anna Thurston from the Washington Native Plant Society/Pierce County Native Plant Salvage Alliance will talk about invasive non-native plant species and their impacts to our natural systems. Refreshments provided. Please RSVP if you plan on attending. To RSVP, contact Scott M. Hansen, PCRS, at 253.779.8890 or e-mail pugetcreek@yahoo.com. Check the PCRS Web site at www.pugetcreek.org for more information.


Korean dance group willing to perform at school events 

The NW Korean Dance Academy has a dance team that will perform at community events. If a school has an upcoming cultural event and would like the academy’s dance team to participate, please call Savanah Flaspohler (Kwak, Ouen-seon), director, at 253.306.8242 for more information.
Glen Phillips show to benefit SOTA Jan. 30
Acclaimed singer/songwriter Glen Phillips from the band Toad the Wet Sprocket will perform a solo show on Friday, Jan. 30, at 8 p.m. to benefit the Tacoma School of the Arts (SOTA) and the community work of Urban Grace Church in downtown Tacoma. Opening for Phillips will be Matt Bishop of Hey Marseilles.

More information about Phillips can be found at www.glenphillips.com and www.myspace.com/glenphillips. Tickets are $20 for general admission or $25 for Gold admission which gets you a seat in the front five rows (limited availability). 
Teens can enter poetry and fiction writing contest

Teens throughout Pierce County have the opportunity to express themselves, stretch their imaginations, earn cash prizes and see their work published in Pierce County Library System’s 13th annual Teen Poetry and Fiction Writing Contest—Our Own Words.

From Sunday, Feb. 8, through Saturday, March 21, teenagers in 7th to 12th grades, who live in or attend school in Pierce County, may enter one short story and/or one poem in the contest. Participation in the contest is free. All entries must be in English. The poems must be 20 lines or less and the short stories must be no longer than 1,200 words. For details on the contest, click here.
City to sponsor audio-conference Feb. 19

The city of Tacoma will sponsor the National League of Cities’ free, hour-long audio-conference titled, “Tapping Federal Funding for Needy Families in Tough Economic Times” on Thursday, Feb. 19, at 11:30 a.m. The audio-conference is open to the public.

As the current recession deepens, more and more families are dealing with financial emergencies stemming from layoffs, foreclosures and declining household wealth. Many of these families may not be aware of—or know how to apply for—important federal programs that can provide a safety net in challenging times. City leaders are in a strong position to help families weather the economic crisis while also bringing additional federal dollars into local neighborhoods and regional economies.
This call will provide municipal officials with practical strategies for expanding access to a broad range of federal benefits, including food stamps, child nutrition programs, publicly-funded health insurance, unemployment insurance, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, the Earned Income Tax Credit, and assistance with housing, home heating and child care costs.
  
The audio-conference will be held at the Tacoma Municipal Building (North), Room 16. Although you are not required to sign up, please e-mail: hspc@cityoftacoma.org if you are interested in attending. If you have any questions, please contact Angie Kim, program assistant, city of Tacoma, Human Services Planning and Contracting at 253.591.5047.

Memorial services for Merle Palmer Feb. 7

Memorial services for Merle Palmer, who founded a local scholarship foundation, will be held at 1 p.m. on Feb. 7 at University Place Presbyterian Church, 8101 27th St. W. Palmer was a graduate of Lincoln H.S. and died on Saturday, Jan. 24, at age 89.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Karlie Reyes, a second grader at Sheridan E.S., received a Red Cross Lifesaver Award for helping save her grandmother Deanne Sullivan, left. Red Cross volunteer Jerri Lien presents the seldom-given award to Karlie. Photo courtesy of Red Cross.
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Reed E.S. kindergarten teacher Brian Goff and a student discuss photographic images.
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Stewart Middle School held its Martin Luther King Jr. Parade of Nations celebration recently.
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Foss H.S. students in the AFJROTC program, Key Club and ESL classes prepared breakfast at Nativity House on their Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. Two Foss students get ready to flip pancakes.
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Browns Point E.S. Principal Pat Thomas, right, and Bremerton Councilwoman Dianne P. Robinson check out Washington, D.C., before Inauguration Day.  
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Gault M.S. eighth graders again were able see MultiCare health care professionals at work. The students also had some hands-on experiences. 
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The Broadway Conservatory staged “Show Way” at Gault M.S. for the school’s Martin Luther King Jr. assembly. The production tells of the civil rights movement through generations of a family and their quilts.
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Gault M.S. is preparing to close its doors in June 2009, and writing and journalism students want to record memories and experiences of former students and staff members. This is one of the old photos they found of Gault music students in performance.  
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