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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Jan. 1-31: School Board Recognition Month

Jan. 30: Lincoln College Goal Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Feb. 1-28: Black History Month

Feb. 1-28: National Children’s Dental Month

Feb. 1: National Freedom Day

Feb. 2: McKinley E.S. fourth-grade violin exploratory program, 2:45–3:15 p.m.

Feb. 2: Groundhog Day
Feb. 4: Historical Black College Fair, UWT, 1900 Commerce St., Tacoma.

Feb. 4: Computational Linguistics Olympiad

Feb. 4: SOTA information night, SOTA Theatre, 7 p.m.

Feb. 5: Mann E.S. and Hearts for Kids Family Fun Night, 6 p.m.

Feb. 10: SOTA information night, SOTA Theatre, 7 p.m.

Feb. 17: PTA Founders Day

Feb. 20-27: National FFA Week

Feb. 22: George Washington’s birthday

Upcoming events
Mt. Tahoma main gym pipe breaks

Mount Tahoma High School's main gymnasium is currently out of commission due to a water pipe breaking, according to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities. The athletic schedule for Saturday, Jan. 30, and Friday, Feb. 5, will be as listed below:
  
Schedule for Saturday, Jan. 30
· Mount Tahoma Girls vs. Central Kitsap (JV) @ Lincoln High School - 1 p.m.
· Mount Tahoma Girls vs. Central Kitsap (Varsity) @ Lincoln High School - 3 p.m.
 
Schedule for Friday, Feb. 5
· Mount Tahoma Boys vs. Olympia (JV) @ Mount Tahoma, auxillary gym - 4 p.m.
· Mount Tahoma Boys vs. Olympia (Varsity) @ Pierce College - 7 p.m.
Contact the Athletics and Activities office at 253.571.1123 if you have any questions.
Lincoln to hold College Goal Saturday Jan. 30
Lincoln High School will host College Goal Saturday on Jan. 30, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 701 South 37th St., Tacoma.

This is an opportunity for all Tacoma seniors who have not completed their Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to meet with professional financial aid advisors on sight at Lincoln. Parents/guardians are encouraged to attend to assist with the process, and both students and parents are asked to bring a W-2 form and social security information. 

In addition to the FAFSA, the event will feature workshops for middle and high school students. This is a citywide event, so please use this event as a helpful resource. The break-out sessions will include the following: How to look for Scholarships, College 101, Student- Athlete’s Guide to College (Rules and Expectations), Spoken Word and the College Bound Scholarship sign-up.
Please note: Seniors who complete their FAFSA during the Jan. 30 workshop, will be eligible to win a $500 dollar scholarship.
This event is sponsored by College Goal Saturday, NELA, KnowHow2Go and College Success Foundation. Contact Robert Jones, college prep advisor at Lincoln High School, at 253.571.6609 or Jamila Jones at 253.571.6734 for more information about this event.
KOMO to feature Reed E.S. Feb. 1

Reed Elementary School will be featured on KOMO4 SchoolCast on Monday, Feb. 1, between 6:30 and 7 a.m.

McKinley to hold violin program Feb. 2

McKinley Elementary School invites parents and friends of McKinley to attend a fourth-grade violin program on Tuesday, Feb. 2, from 2:45 to 3:15 p.m. in the school cafeteria.

“This year we began an exploratory violin class with our fourth graders,” Principal Anita Roth said. “This is their first performance, and we are excited to share what they have learned this year!” 
SOTA adds information nights

Tacoma School of the Arts (SOTA) will host additional information nights on Feb. 4 and Feb. 10 from 7 to 8 p.m. in the SOTA Theatre, 118 Commerce St. For more information, visit the SOTA Web site.

SAMI application process open to current eighth-graders

The Science and Math Institute (SAMI) application process for the 2010-2011 school year is now open to current Tacoma Public School eighth-grade students. Information Nights will be held around the district over the next few weeks. The dates, times and locations are listed below. For more information, see the SAMI Web site at www.tsami.org or call 253.571.2300.
Information Nights Date & Locations
Stewart – Tuesday, Feb. 9, 6:30–8 p.m.
First Creek – Monday, Feb. 15, 6:30–8 p.m.
Meeker – Tuesday, Feb. 23, 6:30–8 p.m.
Jason Lee – Monday, March 1, 6:30–8 p.m.
Baker – Monday, March 8, 6:30–8 p.m.
Giaudrone – Tuesday, March 9, 6:30–8 p.m.
Hunt – Monday, March 15, 6:30–8 p.m.
Pagoda – Tuesday, March 16, 6:30–8 p.m.
Young Ambassador auction Feb. 26

The Tacoma Young Ambassador’s auction will be held on Friday, Feb. 26, at Delong Elementary School from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Tickets are $7 and are available by calling Christi Dabney at Franklin Elementary School at 253.572.1400. Tickets can also be purchased at the door.

Pow wow date changed to April 24

The new date for the Tacoma Indian Education Parent Advisory Committee, Tacoma Community College (TCC) pow wow will be Saturday, April 24. Student leadership groups will assist with the pow wow to be held at TCC, 6501 S. 19th St., Tacoma.

The grand entries will be at 1 and 7 p.m. Native graduates from across the state will be honored at 4 p.m.  

Contact the district Indian Education program at 253.571.1846 for more information. Vendors should contact 253.571.1836. 
News and updates

First Creek Science Club helps clean gulch and creek
Digging up and pulling out invasive weeds or checking the quality of water in a creek may not be the way many students plan to spend a day off from school, but nine First Creek students in the Science Club were participating in Martin Luther King Jr.’s Day of Service on Jan. 18. It was also the kick-off of the Youth Services America’s (YSA) STEMester of Service initiative through which the Science Club students are learning about storm water testing and removal of invasive weeds through collaboration with the University of Washington Tacoma and the City of Tacoma.

After learning about storm water testing and invasive weeds from the UW Tacoma students and staff in the school cafeteria, the First Creek students geared up with new rubber boots and windbreakers blazoned with the First Creek eagle provided through a grant. They tromped across the playfields and down a hillside to a dirt path leading to First Creek, which once was home to salmon. The group of middle school and college students and staff members split into two smaller units: one to test the creek’s water quality; the other to start attacking the invasive weeds like ivy along the path. City of Tacoma employees and Washington Conservation Corps members meanwhile lugged out truckload after truckload of garbage that had been thrown into the gulch. 
Read full story 

READY! Kindergarten program offered

The READY! Kindergarten program is offered through the Tacoma Public Schools. This program is a series of three different classes designed to help parents prepare their 3- or 4-year-old child for kindergarten, and is offered free to parents who live within the boundaries of Tacoma’s Title I schools. The Title 1 schools that are participating are Arlington, Blix, Boze, Bryant, Edison, Fawcett, Fern Hill, Franklin, Lister, Lyon, Manitou Park, Mann, McCarver, McKinley, Reed, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Stafford, Stanley and Whitman elementary schools, and First Creek, Jason Lee or Gray middle schools.

READY! Kindergarten provides free child care and a free meal for the family, and it is an opportunity for parents to ensure that their 3- or 4-year-old will have those all-important kindergarten readiness skills. Each of the three sessions focuses on a specific skill set, and parents will be given different “tools” at the end of each session to use at home with their child. The “tools” are toys and fun activities the parent and child can do together that help the child with letter recognition, matching, numbers and many other valuable skills.   

These classes will be held Tuesday evenings and Saturday afternoons at Blix, McCarver and Stafford elementary schools and the Madison complex. There will be separate classes for parents of 3- and 4-year-olds, and classes will be available in Spanish as well as English.   

To register for the READY! Kindergarten program, go to your nearest above mentioned Title I school for a registration form, or call 253.571.1865. If you or someone you know is a parent of a preschooler, please share this information with them. Register now for upcoming classes.  
UW students and UW president share the Husky Promise

A Foss graduate and University of Washington (UW) senior, Natalie Hart talked to Mount Tahoma High School students on Jan. 25 about what going to college under the Husky Promise has meant to her and how they could go to college via the Husky Promise if they meet eligibility requirements. She followed UW President Mark Emmert who encouraged the students to apply for college and shared his experience and background growing up in Fife. Tim Harris, also a UW senior, joined Emmert and Hart on stage fielding questions from the more than 150 students gathered in the Mt. Tahoma auditorium.

UW representatives and Husky Promise students are touring nine schools across Washington to share information about the Husky Promise and how students can go to college free if they meet certain requirements. Each year, the Husky Promise guarantees free tuition for nearly 7,000 lower-income students in Washington. 

Check the Web site at www.huskypromise.ew.edu for more information. The Husky Promise is available to students at UW Bothell, UW Seattle and UW Tacoma.

ESS school training schedule
The district is currently implementing ESS (Employee Self Service) at all schools over the next few months. ESS provides employees with online access to view personal information, such as benefits, payment history, leave balances and tax information. You can also update your direct deposit bank accounts, W-4, emergency contacts and address information. Access to ESS will be available only after your school has been trained on the system. 

For the school training schedule, click here.

Reader board sign messages for Feb. 9 election

To help the Tacoma Public Schools remind voters about the upcoming Feb. 9 election, the Public Information Office wants to provide you with options for reader board messages at your schools. Considering some reader boards have more space than others, feel free to vary the words slightly to fit your school’s reader board.

Remember: Reader board messages cannot promote the district’s two levies—

Proposition 1 and Proposition 2. All we can do is remind people of the two issues on the ballot Feb. 9 and encourage them to vote.

Option 1:

School levy election Feb. 9

Remember to vote

Option 2:

X days to school levy election Feb. 9

Remember to vote

(NOTE: Option 2 includes a “countdown” feature. This option is more labor intensive. However, the daily change in the number of days will increase the chances that regular passersby to look at the message more often than they would a static message.)

If you have any questions, please e-mail Dan Voelpel, Public Information Director.

Kindergarten registration to be March 1–26

Elementary schools will conduct on-site kindergarten registration between March 1 and 26. Schools will hold an open house during this registration period to welcome new families and promote the school and its kindergarten program. A list of dates and times will be available on the district Web site.

To enroll a child in kindergarten, parents or guardians must have:
Birth certificate—or other document such as a baptismal certificate, hospital or insurance record.  Parents/guardians must verify the child’s age.  
Certificate of Immunization Status form—Unless children are considered homeless, they may not attend the first day without verification of complete immunizations.  The form must be signed to be considered valid.

Note:  A complete health form from a physician is recommended but not required.
Preschool programs

If a student is enrolled in a district preschool program, there is no need for families to complete another Student Information & Enrollment form for kindergarten registration. Preschool teachers will give each of their families a Student Information Verification form, which will be updated and signed. This form will take the place of an enrollment form for kindergarten registration. If you have a preschool (Head Start, ECEAP, Special Education, Title I or community-based) in your building, please run the Student Information Verification forms for all your preschoolers and give them to the preschool teachers by Feb. 25.

Applause
Janet Caldon’s son served in Presidential Guard
Lister Elementary School office coordinator, Janet Caldon visited her son, Lance Corporal Graeme Caldon, Marine Corps, Presidential Guard, last spring in the Washington, D.C., area where he was stationed at Camp David. Caldon had the privilege of touring Camp David and visited the Oval Office where she and her son had their photograph taken with President Barack Obama. Graeme Caldon will be stationed in Hawaii.

Nine-year-old gives up birthday gifts to donate money 

On Sunday, Jan. 24, Joshua Currey celebrated his ninth birthday. Instead of asking his friends and family for presents, he requested a donation to help the victims of the recent Haiti earthquake. The Downing Elementary School third grader had seen the devastating images of the homes destroyed, the children injured and the numbers of people who had little food or water on the news. After watching a segment about the Red Cross, Joshua decided to give up gifts this year.

“Joshua was pretty emotional after witnessing the number of people left homeless by the earthquake. I’m extremely proud of him for his decision to forgo birthday presents and make a donation to support Red Cross relief efforts,” expressed his mother Veronica Currey. 

With $315 in his hands, Joshua proudly walked into the office of the American Red Cross Mount Rainier Chapter today to make his contribution. “I feel happy to help so many people,” he simply stated. —Karen Kim, Media and Community Relations, American Red Cross, Mount Rainier Chapter, Tacoma
Professional development
Evergreen to offer Masters in Teaching

The Evergreen State College Tacoma Campus is hosting the 2012 Masters In Teaching Program for the first time. “We are very excited about being able to provide this opportunity to the Tacoma Hilltop Community,” said Zakiyyah Cordell, assistant to the director, Evergreen State College, Tacoma campus. Click here for more information.

WSPRA HR conference March 22-24

The Washington School Personnel Association’s 2010 spring conference will be held March 22–24 at the Red Lion Hotel, 2300 Evergreen Park Dr. S.W., Olympia. The conference will open to all school district administrators and others interested. Watch for more details.
ETS Paraprofessional Assessment 

Puget Sound ESD is offering the electronic version of the ETS Paraprofessional Assessment. The assessment is one of the options for individuals to meet the No Child Left Behind Title I paraeducator requirement. The assessment consists of 90 multiple-choice questions, 30 in each of the following subjects: reading, writing and math. Individuals must score 461 or higher to pass the assessment. The assessment is being offered in three-hour time frames; .5 hours to set up and 2.5 hours to take the test. All classes are same time for tutorial and tests.
Dates:            Feb. 2, Mar. 4, Apr 19, May 10, Jun. 3, 2010

Time:             4:15 p.m. –7 p.m., register at www.psesd.org
Tutorial:        3:30 p.m.
Location:       Kohlwes Education Center, 300 SW 7th Street, Renton, WA 98057
To register access www.psesd.org/classes, search for Paraeducator Trainings. Note: Individuals are not registered until payment has been received by PSESD. ETS assessment information and registration for the paper/pencil assessment can be found at: www.ets.org/parapro.

Tech tip
Sending a voice message without ringing the user

With our voice mail system, you are able to leave a voice message for another user without ever dialing the phone number. This is especially appropriate when you know the user is teaching, working with colleagues, or when you need to leave a message after school hours. Here are some simple steps to get you started:

1. Enter the voice mail system from your office/classroom phone by dialing extension 1600. From home or from another user’s phone, dial 571-1600.

2. Once logged into your voice mail account and ready to retrieve messages, follow the prompts and dial “M” (6) to Make a new message.

3. Enter the user’s four-digit extension. The prompt will indicate the recorded name on that voice mailbox. If you wish to send this message to multiple users, enter another four-digit extension.

4. To start recording, press “#” or wait.

5. To stop recording, press “#” at anytime.

6. Once recording is stopped, press R (7) to Review your recording. Press A (2) to Append and keep recording. Press D (3) to Discard and record over. Press X (9) to send your message and Exit to the main menu.

Contact September Johnson (253.571.1234) or the Technology Help Desk (BERT) at 253.571.2378 for other questions related to your Avaya phone and voice mailbox.
For the AVST Voice Mail Reference Guide, please click here.

Commute Trip Reduction
Commute trip reduction assistance
For information on carpooling and vanpooling, check the Web site at www.PierceTrips.com. Remember to enter the spring and fall competitions, too.  
Community opportunities

Kids Got Talent competition coming soon

Are you an aspiring artist or band member? If so, you are in luck! The Puget Sound Music for Youth Association is hosting its first annual Kids Got Talent competition in March. The show will be held at Happy Days Family Club at 11521 Bridgeport Way SW, Lakewood, in the next couple of months. Artist from numerous genres are encouraged to enter and compete for a variety of prizes. For information on how to register, please visit www.marianosilver.com and click on Puget Sound Music for Youth Association. For any additional information, please contact Paul Manuel at 253.686.1335.  

Educators Support Group to meet second Wednesdays

The Tacoma School District Queer Educators Support Group meets at Shakabrah Java, 2618 6th Ave., Tacoma at 4 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month. Participants support one another as they strive to make every school in the district a place where all families, students and staff are welcomed, supported and celebrated. All are welcome—please stop by. 
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
Hunt holds Parade of Nations
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Hunt M.S. held a Parade of Nations during its MLK assembly. Britney Hudson and Teona Renda-Collins share a costumed moment during the parade.

Goodwill picks up donations
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Washington-Hoyt E.S. students brought their Goodwill donations to Ray Stone, donation attendant. The classrooms were entered into a drawing for a pizza party.

Caldon in Presidential Guard
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Lance Corporal Graeme Caldon served in the Presidential Guard for President Barack Obama. Janet Caldon, Lister E.S. office coordinator, visited her son and the Oval Office where she had her photograph taken. Graeme Caldon is being stationed in Hawaii.

Joshua gives birthday money
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Joshua Currey, a third grader at Downing E.S., donated his birthday money—$319—to the Red Cross for Haiti survivors.

Eagles land at First Creek
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Two eagles have made First Creek their new home. The mascots are without names at this point.

First Creek works with UWT
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University of Washington Tacoma (UWT) students teach First Creek M.S. Science Club students about watersheds on Jan. 18.
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A First Creek Science Club student listens to a UWT student explain the poster behind him.
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First Creek students time water filtering through soil under the guidance of UWT students.
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The First Creek Science Club is partnering with various organizations including the City of Tacoma and the Washington Conservation Corps to help clean up First Creek gulch. The volunteers hauled many truckloads of garbage out of the area.
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First Creek students help pull invasive weeds out of the hillsides leading to the creek.

Meeker takes up guitars
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Meeker M.S. students perform at their guitar class recital on Jan. 21. The class is taught by William Klouse, Meeker band director.

Husky Promise for college 
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University of Washington (UW) President Mark Emmert answers questions about the Husky Promise at Mount Tahoma H.S. on Jan. 25.
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A Foss graduate and a senior at the UW, Natalie Hart talks to students about her college experience. 
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UW President Mark Emmert and UW students Natalie Hart and Tim Harris field questions about the Husky Promise of free tuition for eligible students.
Fern Hill choir sings at Baker
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Fern Hill E.S. singers perform “Let It Shine” at the Baker M.S. open house.

Choir sings at open house
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The Meeker M.S. choir performs for parents and community members at the recent informational open house. More than 100 people attended.
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Meeker choir students sing at the recent open house for sharing information about levy Propositions 1 and 2 on the Feb. 9 ballot.
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Meeker choir students performing at the recent school open house wear big smiles.
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Meeker Principal Kevin Ikeda, Public Information Director Dan Voelpel, Superintendent Art Jarvis, Matthew Underwood, orchestra director, and Assistant Principal Shannon Wear were on hand at the recent informational open house at Meeker.  
McTeacher Night fundraiser
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Mount Tahoma H.S. held a McTeacher Night at McDonald’s on 7217 Pacific Ave. to raise funds for the school.
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Mount Tahoma students enjoy McTeacher Night on Jan. 13.
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Mount Tahoma staff members help wait on customers at McDonald’s during McTeacher Night.
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Mount Tahoma families filled McDonald’s on McTeacher Night.
Trotter’s class in 1950
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Students in Mrs. Trotter’s class at the old Whitman E.S. in 1950.
Central School in 1913
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Students line up out front of Central School in 1913. A sign says 12 miles per hour, and a horse and cart are in the background. The photo is in the Public Information office.
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