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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Jan. 1-31: School Board Recognition Month

Jan. 25: Meeker M.S. Open House, 7 p.m.

Jan. 26: Washington-Hoyt E.S. Open House, 6 p.m.

Jan. 26: Geiger E.S./Bryant Montessori Open House, 7 p.m.

Jan. 27: Follow-up to conversation circles, 5:30 p.m., Creighton Scouting Headquarters

Jan. 27: Baker M.S. Open House, 7 p.m.

Jan. 28: School board meeting, 5:30 p.m., CAB

Jan. 28: Downing E.S. informational open house, 6 p.m. 

Jan. 29: Semester break, no school for middle and high school students, staff attends

Feb. 1-28: Black History Month

Feb. 1-28: National Children’s Dental Month

Feb. 1: National Freedom Day

Feb. 2: Groundhog Day
Feb. 4: Historical Black College Fair, UWT, 1900 Commerce St., Tacoma.

Feb. 4: Computational Linguistics Olympiad

Board news

Jan. 14 school board meeting

Climate survey study session

Pat Cummings, director of Research and Evaluation, gave a presentation to the board on the school climate survey. Parents, students and teachers were able to take the survey online or by paper/pencil in May 2009 and share how they feel about their school. A total of 4,296 parents, 1,832 staff and 5,817 students completed a Web-based or paper/pencil survey. 

The survey measured seven categories: safety, communication, diversity, student learning, high expectations, summative opinion and student-led conferences. To see the survey results, click here.

Strategic planning process study session

Deputy Superintendent Carla Santorno led a discussion on strategic planning and shared current district efforts with the board. These efforts include the 30-member Achievement Gap task force, a 25-member math task force, national research results, Highly Capable review data and leadership academy work. Board members shared their thoughts on the next steps and actions needed. 

Read full story
Upcoming events

District to hold informational open houses

The Tacoma Public Schools will hold informational open houses at various schools to share the improvements schools could receive from the district’s Propositions 1 and 2 on the Feb. 9 ballot. Open houses will be held:

· Meeker Middle School—Jan. 25, 7 p.m.

· Washington Elementary School—Jan. 26, 6 p.m.

· Geiger Elementary School/Bryant Montessori—Jan. 26, 7 p.m., (at Geiger)
· Baker Middle School—Jan. 27, 7 p.m.
· Downing Elementary School—Jan. 28, 6 p.m.
Contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information.
Follow-up to conversation circles Jan. 27

The Tacoma Public Schools and the Tacoma UniServ Council will host a meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 27, to discuss the results of the five community conversation circles held between Nov. 5 and Dec. 16. All interested people are invited to the event to be held at 5:30 p.m. at the Creighton Scouting Headquarters, 4802 S. 19th St. Food and childcare will be provided.

“We were pleased by the number of employees, parents, community members and organizations that participated in the conversation circles,” said Lynn MacDonald, UniServ representative with the Tacoma Education Association. ” We look forward to sharing the general trends and themes that surfaced during the conversations. We will also be prioritizing the suggestions made to the question, “What can all of us (the employees, the union, the administration, parents and community members) do together to improve the chances of children and the district achieving their dreams for public education?”

For more information, contact the Tacoma Education Association at 253.565.4411.

Crisis Recovery Conference Feb. 9 at PDC

A Crisis Recovery Conference will be held on Feb. 9, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.at the district’s Professional Development Center, 6501 N. 23rd St. The $75 fee includes a continental breakfast and lunch. The Puget Sound Educational Service District (PSESD) will sponsor the conference which will prepare school personnel to help students and families recovering from a variety of traumatic, tragic or grief-related incidents.

Breakout sessions will address the essentials of crisis recovery to specific strategies that will support students and staff struggling with grief and loss.

The registration deadline is Feb. 1. Six clock hours will be available for $12. Register with the PSESD at www.psesd.org/classes (key words: crisis recovery).

For more information, click here or call Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, at 253.571.1182.

District retirement fair Feb. 16

The Tacoma Public Schools will host a district employee retirement fair on Feb. 16, from 4–8:10 p.m. If you are a district employee considering retirement, you are encouraged to meet at the Professional Development Center for a Q & A session. You will need to pre-register with The Sound Partnership by either calling 253.571.1240 or faxing your information to 253.571.1291.

Social Security 101 Feb. 23

Are you concerned about Social Security and have questions?  On Tuesday, Feb. 23, the district will host a free workshop, “Social Security 101,” to answer any question you might have. The session will be held in the fourth- floor boardroom at the Central Administration Building at 3 p.m. Kirk Larson, a public affairs specialist for the Social Security Administration, will speak. Larson has presented Social Security information across the United States, answering questions and helping people understand ways to maximize their benefits. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Kirk at 206.615.2650 or e-mail him at kirklarson@ssa.gov. 

Social Security 101 is sponsored by The Sound Partnership and the Social Security Administration. People of all ages are welcome.
News and updates
Reader board sign messages for Feb. 9 election

To help the Tacoma Public Schools remind voters about the upcoming election, the Public Information Office wants to provide you with options for reader board messages at your schools. Considering some reader boards have more space than others, feel free to vary the words slightly to fit your school’s reader board.

Remember: Reader board messages cannot promote the district’s two levies—

Proposition 1 and Proposition 2. All we can do is remind people of the two issues on the ballot Feb. 9 and encourage them to vote.

Option 1:

School levy election Feb. 9

Remember to vote

Option 2:

X days to school levy election Feb. 9

Remember to vote

(NOTE: Option 2 includes a “countdown” feature. This option is more labor intensive. However, the daily change in the number of days will increase the chances that regular passersby to look at the message more often than they would a static message.)

If you have any questions, please e-mail Dan Voelpel, Public Information Director.

Goodwill partnership begins with elementary schools

The Goodwill donation campaign for the Tacoma Public Schools has started at Washington-Hoyt and Sherman elementary schools. All TPS elementary schools are encouraged to participate and have students bring in gently used clothing and shoes during the next couple of months. Goodwill will provide bags for the donations and will pick up the filled bags at each school. Please call Leslie Duprie at 253.573.6710 at Goodwill to arrange for getting the bags and setting the pick-up dates.

Assistant Superintendent Rosanne Fulton (K-12 Support) said, “The campaign is important for staff and students. The Tacoma Public Schools staff members are very interested in strengthening our partnership with our business and nonprofit communities to support student motivation and learning. Goodwill’s donation campaign is an important project to support—it is beneficial to our students and beneficial to the overall community.”

This is the first year for the donations campaign. The class at each school that collects the most donations will receive a pizza party, thanks to Round Table Pizza. In addition, all schools will receive a recognition plaque for helping people in the community with disabilities and disadvantages.

The Central Administration Building (CAB) will also be participating in the donation campaign. CAB staff members can pick up Goodwill donation bags in the Public Information Office.

For the joint press release, click here.

World Vision supplies schools with notebooks
Mt. Tahoma High School students pitched in to help Jeffrey Lee unload three pallets of spiral-bound notebooks. Each pallet was stacked with 45 boxes and in each carton there were 70 notebooks. What school could not use that many notebooks?

The Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) received 75 pallets of the notebooks—enough to fill three 50-foot semi-trailers—from World Vision. World Vision received the shipment of wide-ruled and college-ruled notebooks through the Kids in Need Foundation, which received them from Target.

World Vision representative Laura Rodriguez said it was up to each school as to how they will distribute the notebooks and when.  Every TPS school will receive some of the notebooks.

Other school districts also received a donation of notebooks. World Vision delivered 24 pallets to Chief Leschi and 12 to Clover Park, as well as to Renton, Kent and Auburn school districts.

For more information, contact Laura Rodriguez at 252.229.9364. 
TSOTA interns try wide range of jobs

By TSOTA intern Chantell Morrison in the Public Information Office

The Tacoma School of the Arts (TSOTA) Internship program started in the school year of 2005-06.  Each year, internship sites come and go, however most of them stay with the program. For TSOTA, this program has been a great opportunity for students to experience the work life. They learn work ethics, how to be professional, and attitude. This program has helped students so much. Many of the students have been in the position where they did not do so much and their grades were not so good. But, a lot of the students have learned what it is like to have fun and learn while working at the same time. 
To read the full story of interviews Chantell Morrison had with several TSOTA interns, click here.

First Creek Eagles suit up for Congress
First Creek Middle School’s (FCMS) Youth and Government program has grown to involve more than 90 students: two eighth-grade humanities classes and the multi-age ASB leadership elective class. In previous years, one class of students participated, sending 11 or so senators/representatives to Olympia. This year, the 30 students of the First Creek Middle School delegation will join more than 600 middle and high school students from all over Washington May 5–8.

As student senators, all 90 participating FCMS students research and write legislation. CBA Constitutional Issues requirements are met via this engaging assignment. Students participate in lively, thoughtful classroom debates as part of a very interactive civics experience. Students model, practice and refine parliamentary procedures, decorum, professional presentation and the art of diplomatic disagreement
Topics of legislation by FCMS students include immigration reform, arson penalties, animal abuse and neglect, child labor laws, earth stewardship, video game rating, school uniforms, abortion law, search and seizure, affordable health care, increasing penalties for parents who smoke near children and decreasing the age to drive, enlist and work part time. “The issues students are passionate about are as diverse as our students,” Rachel Smith-Mosel, Youth and Government advisor, said. “It is a wonder to facilitate students finding their voice and power.”
Chaperoning the trip to Olympia will be veteran advisor, Rachel Smith-Mosel, and humanities instructor, John Coalson. The classroom experience is co-facilitated in partnership with the YMCA’s educator, Don Brevik, and the advisor/teachers. 

For more information about how your eighth-grade might participate in Youth and Government, e-mail youthandgovadmin@qwestoffice.net  or call 360.357.3475.
Facts about Tacoma schools from 1869 to 1984
Facts were compiled from “For the Record” book about the Tacoma Public Schools from 1869-1984 by Winnifred L. Olsen.

Stewart Middle School

· Stewart Middle School was the second of six intermediate schools opened in Tacoma. When it opened in 1925, it was first named South Central Intermediate School.

· Stewart was named after James. P. Stewart, Tacoma’s first teacher who taught classes in 1869 and 1870. He gave up teaching to become a prosperous hop farmer and the first mayor of Puyallup.

· When the school was dedicated on Feb. 4, 1926, enrollment was 1,244 students.

· Myrtle MacLennan was the district’s first vice principal in 1944-45, and served in that position at Stewart for 17 years. She was the only woman to hold a junior high principalship until Consuela Rickman became acting principal of Jason Lee in 1981.

· One of the first student organizations was a journalism club in 1926.

Truman Middle School

· The school started out as a three-part complex: an elementary school that opened September 1962, a special wing for handicapped students and a junior high school. The elementary school building was named Skyline Elementary School in 1978.

· The school was named after former President Harry S. Truman.

· It was one of the few schools in the nation fully equipped to care for physically handicapped junior high students. Students came from other states to take part in the model program.

· The school was commended by the National Office of Health, Education and Welfare in 1975 for the “impressive” activities students had developed under the Emergency School Aid Act to provide supportive and academic service for desegregation. They were described as “the most effective and energetic junior high committee the HEW director had ever seen.”

Kindergarten registration to be March 1–26

Elementary schools will conduct on-site kindergarten registration between March 1 and 26. Schools will hold an open house during this registration period to welcome new families and promote the school and its kindergarten program. A list of dates and times will be available on the district Web site.

To enroll a child in kindergarten, parents or guardians must have:
Birth certificate—or other document such as a baptismal certificate, hospital or insurance record.  Parents/guardians must verify the child’s age.  
Certificate of Immunization Status form—Unless children are considered homeless, they may not attend the first day without verification of complete immunizations.  The form must be signed to be considered valid.

Note:  A complete health form from a physician is recommended but not required.
Preschool programs

If a student is enrolled in a district preschool program, there is no need for families to complete another Student Information & Enrollment form for kindergarten registration. Preschool teachers will give each of their families a Student Information Verification form, which will be updated and signed. This form will take the place of an enrollment form for kindergarten registration. If you have a preschool (Head Start, ECEAP, Special Education, Title I or community-based) in your building, please run the Student Information Verification forms for all your preschoolers and give them to the preschool teachers by Feb. 25.

Deadline for nominations is Feb. 5

Completed nomination forms for the Highly Capable/Challenge program testing of students in grades 3-7 are due to the Central Administration Building Room 328 by Friday, Feb. 5, to qualify for spring testing. 
You can get the nomination form online by clicking on the Challenge/Highly Capable link under the Departments & Program section on the home page of the Tacoma Public Schools Web site at www.tacomaschools.org. Nomination forms are also available in your student’s elementary or middle school office. 
If you have any questions, please call the Highly Capable/Challenge Office at 253.571.1120.
District implements Employee Self Service

The district will implement Employee Self Service (ESS) over the next few months. This started in December 2009 and will be completed by April 30, 2010. ESS provides employees with on-line access to view personal information, such as benefits, payment history, leave balances and tax information. You can also update your direct deposits bank accounts, W-4, emergency contacts and address information.

Please contact Cindy Pantley at 253.571.3541 to schedule training at your school.
Applause
Story written by Chantell Morrison, TSOTA intern in Public Information Office
TSOTA student’s photograph to be printed in visitor guide

Megan Adams loves how the sun rise is every morning. She just recently took an amazing picture of Downtown Tacoma in the morning on her way to school. That morning, she went to the top floor of the Central Administration Building where her mother works, and took a picture of the sunrise.

Megan, a sophomore at the Tacoma School of The Arts (TSOTA), is majoring in photography. She added a little contrast to her sunrise picture. With that picture, she entered in the Pierce County photo contest for the Tacoma Regional Visitor Guide, 2010 edition.  Her entry was selected and will be featured in the 2010 edition of the visitor guide which will be published in February.  

She said what she loves about the photo is that “when you’re looking into the distance, the trees get lighter and lighter. I also love the train tracks.”

Megan started doing photography about three years ago, and loves documenting a scene. When she first got a camera, she just started taking pictures. After a year, she got a newer camera with more settings. She carries her camera everywhere, so when she sees something that she thinks is amazing or inspiring, she takes the shot. 

What she aspires for a career is to become a photojournalist. The class she took for her mini-term was called “Our Voices of Social Justice: Equality and Human Rights.” The class teaches skills for writing and how to take the photo from a different perspective.
(To see the 2009 Visitor Guide, click here. The 2010 edition should be available in February.)

Tacoma Council PTA All-City gives Reflections awards

Tacoma Council PTA held its All-City Reflections awards program at Wilson High School on Jan. 13. The PTA sponsors this program as a means to recognize the artistic and creative talents in students.
Students from 13 local PTAs received awards of participation for having their 144 entries advance from their local schools to the All-City/Council level. Thirty-two students received trophies for "Awards of Excellence," and their entries were sent forward for the state competition. Twenty-four students received honorable mention ribbons. 

This year's theme is "Beauty Is...." The council received entries in six categories:  visual arts, photography, literature, music, film and dance. Students were personally congratulated by dignitaries:  Superintendent Art Jarvis, School Board Director Kim Golding, PTA Region 10 Director Lorrie Brunson and Mayor Marilyn Strickland. The participating PTAs included Browns Point, Crescent Heights, Downing, Grant, Northeast Tacoma, Point Defiance, Sheridan, Sherman, Skyline, Stanley, Whittier, Meeker and Truman. Any school with a PTA in good standing is eligible to enter. Next year's theme is "Together We Can."  For pictures and a list of award recipients, visit www.tacomacouncilpta.weebly.com. —Janet Stewart  Reflections Chair, Tacoma Council PTA

Key Clubs package medical supplies for Haiti

Key Clubs from Wilson, Lincoln, Peninsula and Gig Harbor high schools came together with Wilson ASB students, on Saturday, Jan. 16, to box medical supplies at the Gathering Project for the Haiti survivors. The students were joined by four registered nurses from St. Joseph Medical Center, a pharmacist from the Optimist Club and several members from the Downtown Tacoma Kiwanis.

The Gathering Project collects perfectly good hospital medical supplies and equipment that are otherwise destined for the landfill. 
Joe Raniero, Wilson career counselor, said, “We came together Saturday, 75 strong, to sort and pack medical supplies that are for the Haiti mission. To see everyone working together as one team was very impressive. We basically took over the place and packed 350 boxes of medical supplies that are to be shipped out of McChord on a C-17.” 

Larchmont students take food home on weekends

Generous donations from St. Leo's Food Connection provide enough food for 25 students to be fed over the weekend through Larchmont Elementary School’s "Backpack Food" program. Laurel Powell and Julie Barber stuff easy-to-make foods in backpacks for the children to take home. "Volunteers select meals which can be easily made by the children themselves," said Barber. "Mac & cheese, applesauce, juice, energy bars, Top Ramen and fresh fruits are some of the food items. The children are given a filled backpack to take home on Friday, and then they bring the pack back on Monday to be filled again.”  Seven other local schools participate in this program as well. 
There is an annual fundraising event that supports the backpack program called "Wheels to Meals." This bike ride takes place on June 6 and is a "family friendly" ride through parts of Puyallup and Sumner.  
Wainwright distributes food to families

Wainwright Elementary School students showed their generosity by donating more than 1,600 food items during the December ASB food drive. Also, the ASB helped in sorting and distributing the food into boxes.  On December 17th, fourteen fortunate families received 3 boxes of food. Way to go, Wainwright Wildcats!  

Temple Baptist Church donated approximately 20 Thanksgiving food baskets to Wainwright families.  The church pastor served the Wainwright staff members hot chocolate and lattes. For the Christmas holidays, the church donated gifts for 30 children in 14 families. A special thank you to Temple Baptist Church.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. honored at Manitou Park 

Manitou Park Elementary School honored the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during the “Dream the Dream” assembly on Friday, Jan. 15. Parents and community joined staff and students in celebrating the birthday of Dr. King.  

Principal Mary Wilson acted as Master of Ceremonies and Reginald Pearsall, music teacher, was the program director for this event.  Students in several classes expressed their dreams, thoughts and praise through songs, poems, speeches and pledges. “Pearsall worked very hard to include all tributes in the assembly activities,” Vickie Erb, office coordinator, said.  

Community members were also invited to be involved. Manitou Park staff and students were honored to include performances by Morris Northcutt, principal trumpet player for Tacoma Concert Band, who performed a trumpet solo, “The Prayer,” by Céline Dion/Josh Groban. Elaine Patterson, Seattle Star talent competition first runner up, sang “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” Manitou Park thanks them for their contributions.

“Our thanks also go out to everyone who made this assembly an event to remember and to the families who were there to support their children,” Erb said.

Parade of Nations highlights King assembly

Hunt Middle School recently held an assembly in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Students participated in celebrating his life and message by creating and sharing a PowerPoint presentation made in John Juvinall’s technology class and performing a selection of songs with band students under the direction of Doug Baltzell. 

The Parade of Nations by the seventh graders was the highlight of the assembly and coordinated by Victoria Dorsey, seventh-grade team leader, and Anne Henderson, retired Tacoma teacher. “The message of Dr. King’s dream came across loud and clear as students representing the many nations and races greeted one another in peace,” Dawn Baughman, Hunt language arts and history teacher, said.

Professional development
Tacoma National Board Project has new application
The Tacoma National Board Project has a new application. Go to the Professional Development Web page to view the application. 
There will also be a National Board Speaker’s Bureau talk given by Teacher Jean Sheckler on Feb. 10 and March 10 at the Professional Development Center for staff members interested in obtaining their National Board Certification. Please contact Jean Sheckler, National Board Certification coordinator, at 253.571.5255 or by e-mail at jsheckl@tacoma.k12.wa.us. 
National Board Jump Start training seminars will be held June 28–July 1 in Spokane and Aug. 2–5 in Edmonds.
ETS Paraprofessional Assessment 

Puget Sound ESD is offering the electronic version of the ETS Paraprofessional Assessment. The assessment is one of the options for individuals to meet the No Child Left Behind Title I paraeducator requirement. The assessment consists of 90 multiple-choice questions, 30 in each of the following subjects: reading, writing and math. Individuals must score 461 or higher to pass the assessment. The assessment is being offered in three-hour time frames; .5 hours to set up and 2.5 hours to take the test. All classes are same time for tutorial and tests.
Dates:            Feb. 2, Mar. 4, Apr 19, May 10, Jun. 3, 2010

Time:             4:15 p.m –7 p.m.; register at www.psesd.org
Tutorial:        3:30 p.m.
Location:       Kohlwes Education Center, 300 SW 7th Street, Renton, WA 98057
To register access www.psesd.org/classes, search for Paraeducator Trainings. Click on the test date you want and follow directions or print out the registration form and mail it in with your $100 check. (Please see address format on last page.) Note: Individuals are not registered until payment has been received by PSESD. ETS assessment information and registration for the paper/pencil assessment can be found at: www.ets.org/parapro.

Click here for the winter ParaGram. This issue includes professional development opportunities for:

· Math for struggling students (Teacher/Para Teams)

· Paraeducator Competencies
· ETS ParaPro Assessment
Tech tip
Call forwarding to voicemail or another phone
To forward all calls to either voicemail or another phone”
1. Pick up your handset and press the CFrwd button on your phone. You may need to press the large arrow button to move to screen 2 of your display to find it.

2. Dial extension 1600 to forward your calls directly to voice mail. Otherwise, dial   9 + the 7-digit number. Wait to hear the beeps for confirmation.

3. Hang up your handset.

4. Notice that a triangle will appear next to the CFrwd button as a visual notification.

5. Your phone will ring only once as a reminder while it is in forward. 

6. To turn off call forward, press the CFrwd button. The triangle will disappear and forwarding will be turned off.

Contact September Johnson at 253.571.1234 or the Technology Help Desk (BERT) at 253.571.2378 for other questions related to your Avaya phone and voice mailbox.

For the AVST Voice Mail Reference Guide, please click here.
Next week:  Sending a Voice Message without Ringing the User

Commute Trip Reduction
Commute trip reduction assistance
For information on carpooling and vanpooling, check the Web site at www.PierceTrips.com. Remember to enter the spring and fall competitions, too.  
Community opportunities

DeVry offers help in filling out FAFSA forms

DeVry University in Federal Way will hold an event on Saturday, Feb. 6, from 2–4 p.m. aimed at helping students get financing for college. The College Goal Sunday (on Saturday) event will provide expert help filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the form that is required for getting financial assistance in college. This event is to help high school and college students fill out financial aid paperwork correctly so they can have the opportunity to go to college. 

Bring along a parent, your Social Security number and driver’s license (if you have one). If possible, bring your recent income tax returns or your parents’ recent income tax returns and other financial records. If you do not have this paperwork, financial aid representatives can still help you complete part of the FAFSA.

Even if you are not sure about going to college, please attend College Goal Sunday to find out about your options. For more information, contact DeVry University at 253.943.3061 or check the Web site at www.sea.devry.edu or click here.
Queer Educators Support Group to meet Feb. 10 

The district Queer Educators Support Group meets at Shakabrah Java, 2618 6th Ave., at 4 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month. Participants support one another as they strive to make every Tacoma public school a place where all families, students and staff are welcomed, supported and celebrated. All are welcome—please stop by. For more information, contact Teri Wood, Equity and Diversity, at 253.571.1370. 
City of Destiny Awards deadline extended to Jan. 29

The deadline to nominate volunteers for the City of Tacoma’s 24th annual City of Destiny Awards has been extended. Nominations will now be accepted through Jan. 29, 2010. If you would like the Citizens Recognition Committee to reconsider someone you’ve nominated in previous years, please be sure to fill out a current nomination form. 

You can get a current nomination form, which also details eligibility requirements, by calling Maria Lee in the City’s Community Relations Office at 253.591.2054 or stopping by the office, 733 Market St., Room 11, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Nomination forms are also available in the City Clerk’s Office, Tacoma Municipal Building, 747 Market St., Room 220 or on the City of Tacoma’s Web site at www.cityoftacoma.org/destinyawards.
Free public sessions on Mondays

The Government Leadership Institute, a cooperative effort of the City of Tacoma’s Neighborhood Council Office and the University of Washington Tacoma’s Urban Studies Program invites you to six free public sessions to be held on Mondays from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Keystone Building, Carwein Auditorium, 1900 Commerce St. Click here for details.

This is the sixth year of the Government Leadership Institute (GLI). The purpose of the institute is to bring together students from the UW Tacoma Urban Studies Program’s Urban Government and Organizations course and citizens to learn about the organizational structure, operation and democratic management of the City of Tacoma.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Student takes winner
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Megan Adams, a TSOTA student, took a unique shot of Tacoma from the eighth floor at CAB. Her photo was selected for inclusion in the 2010 Visitor Guide.
World Vision donates books
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Jeff Lee unloads three pallets of spiral-bound notebooks donated by World Vision at Mt. Tahoma H.S. All Tacoma Public Schools received a shipment.
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Mt. Tahoma H.S. students help Assistant Principal Bob Cooper unload cartons of Target notebooks donated through World Vision and the Kids in Need Foundation. 
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Area school districts are receiving donations of notebooks through World Vision. Here Mt. Tahoma students help World Vision staff members unload the cartons. 
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Robotics club members practice with their robot in the commons at Mt. Tahoma H.S.
Larchmont fills backpacks
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Laurel Powell and Julie Barber at Larchmont E.S. fill backpacks weekly for students in need to take home on Friday and return on Monday.
Maintou Park celebrates MLK
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Manitou Park E.S. spell out Martin Luther King’s name at their assembly in his honor.
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Manitou Park E.S. students participate in the MLK assembly.
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Students sing at Manitou Park’s assembly in honor of Martin Luther King.
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A Manitou Park E.S. student takes singing seriously.
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Elaine Patterson, first runner-up in the Seattle Star competition, sings “Lift Every Voice and Sing” at Manitou Park E.S.’s assembly.
Key Clubs package supplies
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Members of high school Key Clubs in the Tacoma area help box medical supplies to go to Haiti at the Gathering Place. 
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Wilson H.S. Key Club members pose for a group shot.
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Community members joined Wilson students boxing medical supplies to go to Haiti.
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Wilson students work on some Saturdays at the Gathering Place packaging medical supplies from hospitals. 
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High school students give up Saturdays to bundle supplies to go to countries in need around the world. Community members joined the high school students recently at the Gathering Place.
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The Gathering Place collects medical supplies and sends them to countries worldwide.
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