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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to remember
Jan. 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day, no school
Jan. 19: Achievement Gap hearing, 6:30 p.m., Olympia

Jan. 19: City of Tacoma MLK celebration, Tacoma Dome, 10:30 a.m.

Jan. 20: Presidential inauguration

Jan. 22: Stewart M.S. science fair, bond information session, 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 22: School board meeting, 6 p.m., CAB auditorium

Jan. 26: Chinese New Year

Jan. 26: New City of Destiny awards nomination deadline (was Jan. 19)
Jan. 27: Wilson FAFSA Night, 6 p.m.
Feb. 1–28: Black History Month

Feb. 2: Groundhog Day

Feb. 6: Gray Charts a New Course event, 6 p.m.
Feb. 16: Presidents’ Day
Feb. 16: African American Legislative Day
News and updates
Basic rules for political activities in schools, district facilities
With the district’s $300 million bond measure on the ballot in a special election on March 10, it is useful to review some of the basic rules regarding political activities in the schools and other district facilities.

General rule: Public facilities (buildings, stationery, postage, machines, equipment, telephones, vehicles, supplies and employee work time) may not be used to support or oppose candidates or ballot measures.
A full set of guidelines about school district facilities and elections is available on the state Public Disclosure Commission Web site: www.pdc.wa.gov. In addition to this material, administrators may contact the district’s General Counsel at 253.571.1013 to discuss specific issues. Employees may be encouraged to contact their unions for information. The Washington Education Association and others have useful information for district staff members.

FAQ’s

1. May campaign buttons be worn at school? Yes. Anyone in the schools may wear campaign buttons unless there is a general rule (all buttons are banned as inconsistent with the school’s uniform policy, for instance) that does not discriminate against political speech. Staff may also have campaign bumper stickers or signs in their vehicles, although on election day, if the school is a polling place, there may be restrictions on such signs within a certain distance of the entrance to the poll.

2. May district e-mail or internal mail be used to distribute campaign material? No. Even union material that normally is distributed through the district’s internal mail system must be free from content supporting or opposing candidates or ballot measures. Campaign material may be left in staff rooms for pick-up or may be posted on staff bulletin boards. Campaign material cannot be stored, posted or dropped off in public areas of district facilities, including classrooms or offices.

3. May district meeting rooms be used for campaign meetings or forums? Yes. If the committee or group reserves the space and meets the general requirements required of anyone using district facilities (completing the facilities use form to start), the fact that the activity is political does not bar the group from the building. Meetings held during work time may not have a political component, however.

4. May campaign workers distribute leaflets at schools or athletic events? No. Distributing campaign material to people coming to school activities or athletic events at district venues must take place in the public right-of-way, not on or in district property.

5. May students choose political projects as school assignments? Yes. If a student chooses a current political campaign as the subject of a required speech, paper or project, the student may use district facilities to the same extent that other students have access to complete similar, non-political assignments. Teachers may not require or assign activities that support or oppose a candidate or ballot measure, and the district may not make additional support available to a student with such a project.


Capital improvement bond measure on March 10 ballot
The district’s $300 million capital improvement bond measure will be on the ballot on March 10, and would cover the first of four phases of the Tacoma Renewal and Excellence program (T-REX). If approved by voters, the bond would cover major construction or remodeling at Baker, Hunt and Stewart middle schools and Phase II of Wilson High School’s renovation. 
Check the district Web site at www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/Pages/TREX.aspx for more information on the bond measure and T-REX.

Voter registration information available at schools

Voter registration forms are available at schools, county auditor or elections department, public libraries and other government offices. As part of the district’s standard communication procedures, the Public Information Office is providing each school with voter registration forms to have available for adult students, parents and the general public. 
Packets are being sent in district mail to office coordinators with 25 English, 20 Spanish, 10 Chinese, five Korean and five Russian forms. The forms can also be downloaded and printed in eight different languages. You may go to www.secstate.wa.gov/elections to access the voter registration forms, or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for additional materials. 

The mail-in cut-off day to register for the Feb. 3 election has already passed, but the Pierce County Election’s Center will accept walk-ins through Jan. 16 for anyone who still wishes to register to vote. 

Saturday, Feb. 7, is the cut-off day to register to vote for the March 10 election. The Pierce County Election’s Center will accept walk-ins until Feb. 23. The Pierce County Election’s Center is located at 2501 S. 35th St. in Tacoma.

You may also request a form through the Voter Hotline (800.448.4881) or the Internet at www.secstate.wa.gov and www.vote.wa.gov. Washington's Motor Voter program offers a convenient registration option allowing you to sign up at the same time you renew or apply for your driver's license. Check the district Web site at www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/Pages/VoterRegistration.aspx for more information.

Please contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 if you need additional assistance.
Staff can serve as key communicators
Staff members are encouraged to serve as key communicators for the district, sharing information about such things as the March 10 bond measure and the district’s Tacoma Renewal and Excellence program (T-REX) facilities improvement plan with others. Call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 at the Central Administration Building for a key communicator packet.
Regulation 6210R revised

Please note that Regulation 6210R, “Purchasing: Authorizing and Control,” has been revised and is posted on the district Web site under Policy Manual.

Fifteen teachers earn National Board Certification in 2008
Fifteen Tacoma Public Schools teachers received their National Board Certification in 2008. They are: Adrienne Dale, Anthony Lund, Mary Jane Bardsley, Melanie Wycoff, Diane Brewer, Donna Basil, Gabrielle Finckbone, Susan Gregory, Susan Mosich, Heidi Ruud, Dawn Baughman, Michele Dimant, Erin O’Donnell, Megan Gibson and Kimmie Choi.

“Established and administered by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS), National Board Certification is a voluntary assessment program designed to improve student learning by recognizing and rewarding highly accomplished teachers and improving overall teaching effectiveness,” said Joseph A. Aguerrebere, president and CEO of NBPTS. While state licensing systems set basic requirements to teach in each state, National Board Certified Teachers (NBCTs) successfully demonstrate advanced teaching knowledge, skills and practices.

Continued
Bryant partners with Pierce County Reads for Pennies for Peace 

Bryant Montessori School students on the school’s Peace Committee are focusing their efforts on a service project called Pennies for Peace to build a school in the remote regions of Pakistan or Afghanistan. They are partnering with Pierce County Reads to bring in even more pennies than Bryant alone could gather to fund the new school. The campaign began on Jan. 5 and runs through March 27. 

Following their work on the dedication of Bryant as an International Peace Site in November 2008, the Peace Committee members reviewed all the service project proposals submitted by students. The committee voted unanimously to implement a Pennies for Peace campaign.
Continued 
Hunt prepares for IB authorization visit

Staff and students at Hunt Middle School are busy preparing for the International Baccalaureate (IB) authorization visit on Feb. 9 and 10. Principal Mary Chapman said that this visit is a very important part of the process in becoming an accredited IB school. 

As part of this authorization visit, IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) teachers representing the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) North America will go into classrooms to interview students and staff regarding the IB components. A sample interview question could be “What are the five areas of interaction?” A response would be “approaches to learning, human ingenuity, environments, health and social education, and community and service.” Highlights from the first trimester focus question “Who am I?” will be displayed. Through the efforts of Annette Hockman, IB coordinator, everyone at Hunt will be well prepared for these critical interviews.  
The MYP is a programme of international education designed to help students develop the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and skills necessary to participate actively and responsibly in a changing world. For more information on the IB-MYP, check the Web site at www.ibo.org/myp.
Upcoming events

Students help with volunteer projects for United Way Jan. 17

Students from Stadium High School, the Stadium High School Link Crew, Lincoln High School’s Youth Leading Change group, Foss Key Club and the Mt. Tahoma High School Key Club, along with other Pierce County schools and groups, will participate in United Way of Pierce County’s Youth United Volunteer Projects in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. on Jan. 17. The students signed up to volunteer range in age from 14 to 18 with most being in high school.

Projects include organizations like YWCA of Tacoma, Habitat for Humanity, American Red Cross, Puget Creek Restoration Society, Cascade Land Conservancy, Tacoma Art Museum and Metro Parks Tacoma. 

Contact Bethan Opstedal, senior Youth United associate, at 253.597.6685 for more information.
Sheridan to hold McDonald’s takeover night Jan. 22

Sheridan Elementary School will take over the McDonalds’s on 72nd Street on Thursday, Jan. 22, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. The school will receive 20 percent of the total sales that night, which is usually about $750–$1,000. Rebecca Owens, assistant principal, said the funds will be used to purchase emergency preparedness items for Sheridan.
Fern Hill to dedicate artwork Jan. 23
Fern Hill Elementary School will hold a dedication of its Art in Public Places artwork, created by Suzanne Lee, on Friday, Jan. 23, at 2:30 p.m. at 8442 S. Park Ave.

Funding for this artwork was generated through the state of Washington Percent-for-Art legislation, and the project was managed by the Washington State Arts Commission’s Art in Public Places program in partnership with the Tacoma Public Schools.

Please RSVP by calling Fern Hill at 253.571.3888.
Wilson to hold FAFSA Night Jan. 27

Wilson High School will hold a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Night on Jan. 27 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Career Center for anyone who wants to come. The entire financial aid staff from Pacific Lutheran University will be on hand to assist parents in filing the FAFSAs or to answer questions. 

The FAFSA is a lengthy application that needs to be on file if students want any kind of financial aid or college grants, according to Joe Raniero, Wilson career counselor. You can view an application at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Parents must have their current or last year’s financial information as well as the student’s social security number. The student and at least one parent must have a PIN to start the process (www.pin.ed.gov). 

Contact Joe Raniero at Wilson at 253.571.6019 for more information.
Wainwright to hold science fair Jan. 30

Wainwright Elementary School will hold its science fair on Friday, Jan. 30, in the Wainwright gym from 6:30 to 8 p.m. For more information, please contact Laura Robyn at 253.370.0969.

SOTA to show Czech fairy tale film again on Feb. 3

By popular demand, Tacoma School of the Arts (SOTA) will show the classic Czech film, “Three Wishes for Cinderella,” on Tuesday, Feb. 3, at 6:30 p.m. This timeless love story is perfect just before Valentine's Day. So bring your sweetheart to the SOTA Theater, 1118 Commerce St., to enjoy one of Europe's most beloved films. Sweets for your sweetie will be sold from 6:30 p.m. This movie milestone is a fundraising event to help send SOTA students to Prague during spring break. 
Suggested donations are $3 for students and $5 for adults. Come see why this film is shown annually across much of Europe. 
Gray M.S. to hold opening event Feb. 6

As Gray Middle School charts a new course, join Gray staff members, students, families and alumni in celebrating the opening of the new Gray Middle School on Friday, Feb. 6, at 6 p.m. at 6229 S. Tyler St., Tacoma, WA 98409. 

It is a wonderful opportunity to tour the new facility, meet the Gray family and partake in a little piece of Gray history. A planning committee is busy working on a special musical revue—the likes of which you have never seen before—to highlight Gray. You will not want to miss it! 

Help make this event even more special by attending. Please call Gray Middle School, 253.571.5200, for more information. 

Special thanks to Olive Garden for providing the appetizers.  
Applause

Gault librarian receives humanities grant  

Congratulations to Margaret Neyman, Gault Middle School librarian, who was recently honored with a Picturing America Award grant from National Endowment for the Humanities. Picturing America introduces citizens of every age to our nation’s history and culture by bringing great works of American art into classrooms and libraries. As a result of Neyman’s award, Gault Middle School will receive a collection of 40 high-quality reproductions of American art, along with a Teachers Resource Book. The book includes information on all the images and suggestions for using them to enhance classroom and library learning in a wide range of subjects, including American history, social studies, writing, literature, art and civics. Congratulations Margaret!—Rachel Smith-Mosel, Gault instructional facilitator

Note: To inquire about the grant for your school, e-mail picturingamerica@neh.gov. An electronic version of the book and links to additional resources are available online. Further information about the program is available at www.picturingamerica.neh.gov.

.
Gault receives money for books from King’s Books
Congratulations to Gault Middle School and an elated librarian, Margaret Neyman who recently received a $500 Book Arts Auction Award to purchase books for Gault. "This gift from King's Books couldn't have come at a better time for our school,” said Neyman. “It is a most welcome gift, I am delighted!" 

King’s Books held its annual Rock Paper Scissors Book Arts Auction in November and raised a $6,673 for Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) libraries!!  Gault is thrilled to be one of the recipient schools. A huge thanks to King’s for helping TPS libraries and especially Gault.—Rachel Smith-Mosel, Gault instructional facilitator
Tech tips
Using the Computers on Wheels (COW) 
Click here to link to information on using the computer on wheels (COW).
Professional development
TRAIN courses available for TPS employees
Pierce County TRAIN Consortium training courses have openings. The Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) is a member of the consortium. As such, the training is available to TPS staff at no cost unless otherwise noted.  Classes are offered during the work day and thus would require supervisor approval and release time for attendance.  

Pre-registration is required. All classes will be held at 901 Tacoma Ave S. Register by calling Carol Cook at 253.798.3659.

Evergreen to hold information session on MIT program

The Evergreen State College’s Master in Teaching (MIT) Program is a respected teacher certification program and Evergreen will hold information workshops for prospective students this winter at its Tacoma campus. Teachers and paraeducators who have their BA degree and are considering a career in teaching are encouraged to attend one of the Evergreen State College MIT information sessions:
· Tuesday, Jan. 27: 1–2 p.m., Evergreen Tacoma Campus, 1210 6th Ave., Tacoma, 98405

· Wednesday, Feb. 18:  5–6 p.m., MIT alumni panel presentation, Tacoma campus

Nominations open for 2009 classified employee award program 
The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has opened nominations for the 2009  Washington State Classified Employee Excellence Award Program. These awards were created by the Legislature in 2007 to recognize and honor the work of school and district classified staff members who have made a positive difference in their profession. Award winners will be honored at a special event at the state Capitol late in the spring.

Nomination forms are posted on the OSPI Web site at the Classified Employees page. Nominations are due to OSPI by Feb. 20. Administrators, teachers, colleagues, students and parents are invited to visit the OSPI Web site and complete the online nomination form at: www.k12.wa.us/EducationAwards/ClassifiedEmployees.aspx
 

All school and district employees who are categorized as “classified” are eligible for this award. A committee comprised of education professionals, parents and/or members of educational associations will review and rate the applications based on the following criteria:

· Demonstration of outstanding work performance.

· Evidence of how the candidate supports students and colleagues.

· Description of the candidate’s role in a special project or assignment.

· Other unique qualities or circumstances.


If you have questions, please contact Hilary Seidel, Excellence in Education recognition coordinator, at Hilary.Seidel@k12.wa.us or 360.725.6117. The agency TTY number is 360.664.3631.
Wellness tips 
Tried Web Coach® lately?

See Web Coach in action nowIf you have not checked out this interactive Web site lately, now is the time to take it for a spin! Web Coach is a key component of the Quit For Life program's integrated phone/web tobacco cessation program. You will receive up to 20 tailored e-mails, access to an extensive resource library that includes cessation medication information, videos, links to other sites and a variety of exercises specific to every stage of your quitting. . 
Community opportunities
WE4SJ to meet Jan. 17
This is a reminder that the next meeting of the Washington Educators for Social Justice (WE4SJ) will be held on Saturday, Jan. 17, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The WE4SJ Web site is live! Check it out at www.we4sj.org.
The 2009 AAA Conference Call-to-Action is available. Please share it with friends and colleagues and distribute widely. Conference registration is online at www.we4sj.org. 
Tacoma to celebrate MLK Day on Jan. 19

On Monday, Jan. 19, the city of Tacoma will hold its annual Martin Luther King, Jr. birthday celebration at the Tacoma Dome. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. for a free continental breakfast. The celebration begins at 11 a.m. and ends at 1 p.m. 

A community march to the Tacoma Dome has been scheduled prior to the celebration from two convenient starting points. At 9 a.m., a march will begin from the Bates Technical College downtown campus on 11th and Yakima Avenue and join around 10 a.m. at Tollefson Plaza on 17th and Pacific Avenue. Bus transportation back to Bates and Tollefson Plaza will be available after the march and community event.

D.A.S.H. Center to present The Wiz

The D.A.S.H. Center for the Arts will present “The Wiz” from Jan. 22 through Feb. 1, at the Mt. Tahoma High School theater. The show will start at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays and at 3:30 and 7:30 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.

The Jan. 22 performance is a Pay What You Can night. There will be a pre-show benefit reception on Jan. 29. Contact the D.A.S.H. Center at 253.572.3274 or check the Web site at www.thedashcenter.org for more information.

Achievement Gap hearing Jan. 19, 6:30 p.m. in Olympia
On Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Jan. 19, the House of Representatives Education Committee will meet at 6:30 p.m. in Olympia to hear findings and recommendations from five Achievement Gap study reports. The committee will meet in Hearing Room A, John L. O’Brien Building, across from the Capitol dome. 

The study addressing African American students will be presented at 6:40 p.m., immediately after a tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and a five-minute background briefing. This achievement gap report was required under House Bill 2722, passed last session to address the needs of African American students. Also during the Jan. 19 hearing, report findings will be presented for Asian American, Pacific Islander American, Native American and Hispanic/Latino American students, in that order. If you are tracking efforts to address the academic achievement gap affecting students of color, this is a critical hearing to attend.
Africa Trade and Cultural Promotion Day Jan. 29
The Olympia Africa Trade and Cultural Promotion Day event will held from 11:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 29, in the Columbia Room of the Legislative Building (Capitol dome) at 416 Sid Snyder Ave. SW, Olympia. The African Chamber of Commerce of the Pacific Northwest organized the event. Lunch will be served. Various crafts and specialty products will be on display. Speakers will include “Friends of Africa,” Lt. Gov. Brad Owen, Sen. Rosa Franklin, Sen. Jim Kastama and Sen. Phyllis Gutierrez Kenney. Invited dignitaries include the ambassadors of Uganda, Kenya and Malawi and the African Consul Generals on the West Coast. Contact the Chamber for more information at 206.256.6139 or acc@cted.wa.gov.

Grant writing workshop in Tacoma Feb. 5–6 
Tacoma Police Department and Grant Writing USA will present a two-day grant writing workshop in Tacoma, Feb. 5-6. Beginning and experienced grant writers from city, county and state agencies as well as nonprofits, K-12, colleges and universities are encouraged to attend.

 

Purchase orders, checks and cards are welcome. Multi-enrollment discounts are available. Tuition payment is not required at the time of enrollment. Tuition is $425 and includes all materials: workbook and accompanying 220MB resource CD that is packed full of tools and more than 200 sample grant proposals. Seating is limited; online reservations are necessary.

 

For more information including venue location and maps, graduate testimonials and instant, online enrollment, please visit the Web site at http://grantwritingusa.com/events/write/tawa0209.html
 

Contact Cathy Rittenhouse, Grant Writing USA, at 800.814.8191 and cathy@grantwritingusa.com or Sgt. Dave Peck, Tacoma P.D., at 253.591.5144 and dpeck@ci.tacoma.wa.us.

African American Legislative Day is Feb. 16. 
Save the date: Monday, Feb. 16. This is the first year the Presidents Day holiday falls on a Monday so working people will be able to attend activities in Olympia. The Washington State Commission on African American Affairs advises the governor, legislature and agencies on policies and programs to help African American people. Check its Web site at www.caa.wa.gov or call the commission at 1.877.266.4844 for more information. 
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Mason M.S. students, teachers and chaperones are in Washington, D.C., to view the Jan. 20 presidential inauguration in person. They will also visit the New York after touring many museums and monuments in Washington, D.C.
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First Creek Middle School is beginning to take shape as the construction proceeds. The school will be designed much like Giaudrone Middle School.
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Baker, Hunt and Stewart middle schools would have major reconstruction or remodeling if voters approve the March 10 bond measure. The bond would also cover Phase II of the Wilson High School remodel.
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Foss H.S. math department chair Robert Yuong accepts a $1,500 check from PEMCO Insurance as a recipient of a 2008 Golden Apple Award. 
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Susie Sherman, child survivor of the Holocaust, shares her experiences with Foss High School students.
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Hunt M.S. held its science fair on Jan. 15. Sixth, seventh and eighth graders made display boards of their science research projects. 
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