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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Jan. 1-31: School Board Recognition Month

Jan. 18: Martin Luther King Jr. Day, no school
Jan. 19: Waiver day, no school, staff attends

Jan. 21: Hunt M.S. Open House, 7 p.m.

Jan. 25: Meeker M.S. Open House, 7 p.m.

Jan. 26: Washington-Hoyt E.S. Open House, 6 p.m.

Jan. 26: Geiger/Bryant Montessori Open House, 7 p.m.

Jan. 27: Baker M.S. Open House, 7 p.m.

Jan. 28: School board meeting, 6 p.m., CAB

Jan. 29: Semester break, no school for middle and high school students, staff attends

Feb. 1-28: Black History Month

Feb. 1-28: National Children’s Dental Month

Feb. 1: National Freedom Day

Feb. 2: Groundhog Day
Feb. 4: Historical Black College Fair, UWT, 1900 Commerce St., Tacoma.

Feb. 4: Computational Linguistics Olympiad

Upcoming events

District to hold open houses

The Tacoma Public Schools will hold informational open houses at various schools to share the improvements schools could receive from the district’s Propositions 1 and 2 on the Feb. 9 ballot. These propositions could impact buildings, teachers and students. Proposition 2 would also provide facility and technology upgrades for district’s elementary schools.
Open houses will be held:

· Hunt Middle School Open House—Jan. 21, 7 p.m.

· Meeker Middle School Open House—Jan. 25, 7 p.m.

· Washington Elementary School Open House—Jan. 26, 6 p.m.

· Geiger Elementary School/Bryant Montessori Open House—Jan. 26, 7 p.m. 

(at Geiger)
· Baker Middle School Open House—Jan. 27, 7 p.m.

Contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information.

Community  groups to provide resources at Stafford Jan. 21
Stafford Elementary School families will be able to learn about the services offered by more than 25 community organizations at the Family Night to be held on Thursday, Jan. 21, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the school gym. Participants will include FISH food banks, Safe Streets, Tacoma Public Library, Tacoma Community House, Habitat for Humanity, Metro Parks, Head Start/ECEAP preschool programs, ChildFind, Korean Women’s Association, Centro Latino and Child Care Resource and Referral.

Parents can also visit their child’s classroom for homework support activities and take home a free bag of materials to support the child’s work at home. Parents who RSVP can have a free dinner that night.

For more information, contact Stafford at 253.571.4300. 
UW to share Husky Promise with Mt. Tahoma Jan. 25
On Jan. 25, at 1 p.m. the University of Washington (UW) will share the Husky Promise with Mount Tahoma High School. This is a carefully scripted program that provides free information about college tuition and its possible impact on eligible students. The Husky Promise is designed to take 50 minutes to one hour of students' time. Sheila Edwards Lange, UW Vice President for Minority Affairs and Vice Provost for Diversity, will be the keynote speaker. In addition, two students will share their stories about college and how they received the aid they needed to help pay for college.

If there are any questions about this event, please contact Jennifer C. Schoen, M.Ed, Student Outreach and Pre-College Programs, Office of Minority Affairs and Diversity, University of Washington, at 206.221.2498. Schoen is the Achievers Scholarship Coordinator at the UW.

Historical Black College Fair Feb. 4

The Historical Black College Fair will be held Thursday, Feb. 4, from 12:30 to 3 p.m. at the University of Washington, Tacoma Campus, 1900 Commerce St., Tacoma.

Historical Black colleges from all over the U.S. will offer scholarships, grants and admission tuition to eligible 11th- and 12th-grade students who meet the program requirements. Students must bring a completed portfolio and dress in professional attire for interviews with college representatives. Students who meet all the requirements could receive an admission and scholarship offer at the event.

Tacoma Public Schools, Thurston Group of Washington State and University of Washington Tacoma are sponsoring the event.
Linguistics Olympiad Feb. 4 at Wilson H.S.
The Linguistics Olympiad open round competition will be held at Wilson High School on Thursday, Feb. 4. To enter the competition at Wilson, students need to register individually at the NACLO web site, and they need to enter "Joe Raniero" as the person in charge. Entering Rainero’s name will tell organizers how many students are planning on coming to Wilson on Feb. 4, and how many sets of test problems to print. Registration must be submitted by Jan. 20. 
This olympiad is a contest in which high-school students solve linguistic puzzles. In solving the problems, students learn about the diversity and consistency of language, while exercising logic skills. No prior knowledge of linguistics or second languages is necessary. Professionals in linguistics, computational linguistics and language technologies use dozens of languages to create engaging problems that represent cutting edge issues in their fields. The competition has attracted top students to study and work in those same fields. It is truly an opportunity for young people to experience a taste of natural-language processing in the 21st century.

There is no cost to students but they will have to arrange for their absence from school that morning and transportation to Wilson High School. For information and registration, click here. 
Scintillation Show Choir to host auction March 13

The Wilson High School Scintillation Show Choir will host its annual auction on Saturday, March 13, at 5 p.m. at the Charles Wright Academy Dome. The auction will include more than 300 silent auction items and 25 live auction items, including stays at the Hotel Murano, Aldberbrook Resort and the W Hotel in Seattle, as well as many great restaurant meals. All proceeds will go to help fund the choir’s performance at and competition trip to Disneyland. Dinner and a performance by the show choir are also included in the ticket price. Tickets are $15. To purchase tickets or for more information, contact Wendy Shepherd, choir director, at 253.571.6156.
News and updates
Little known facts about Tacoma schools

Facts were compiled from “For the Record” book about the Tacoma Public Schools from 1869-1984.

Washington-Hoyt Elementary School: 

· Washington-Hoyt was named after George Washington.

· In 1947, Washington became the first school in Tacoma to have a paved playground.

· A memorable event was held for the dedication of the four-room Nell Hoyt school adjoining Washington at North 28th and Union streets on Feb. 20, 1959.

· Hoyt was named after Nell Hoyt for her 80th birthday.

· Hoyt founded the pre-school Parent Teacher Association (PTA). Her idea and organization spread throughout the nation. 

· In 1964, students celebrated the 175th anniversary of Washington's first inaugural address with another special program. 

Baker Middle School:

· John S. Baker Junior High School opened as a new school in 1954—the first new junior high in 25 years. 

· John S. Baker arrived Tacoma in 1881 on his 20th birthday. He had various business adventures that led him to wealth and prominence, and was elected one of Pierce County’s first two senators when Washington became a state in 1889.

· This was the first junior high school named after a living person. Baker died at age 93 six months after the school was dedicated in October 1955. 

· He was elected on of Peirce County's first two senators when Washington became state in 1889.

Hunt Middle School:
· Hunt was considered "one of the most imaginative new schools in the nation" in 1958. It was also the least expensive per square foot. It is distinguished by its mushroom-shaped cafeteria/auditorium, described by one writer as “something out of P.T. Barnum.”

· The school was named after Henry F. Hunt, a Tacoma educator for 34 years. He served for 16 years as principal of Stadium High School. 

· Hunt had been an assistant superintendent for nearly nine years when he died in February 1937.

· Classrooms were added in 1964 and in 1974. A new library was added in 1980 and the commons area was expanded. 

PTA hosts Reflection awards program

The Tacoma Council PTA presented its Reflections awards program, “Beauty Is,” on Wednesday, Jan. 13, at 6 p.m. The program recognized all students who had Reflections entries sent from their local PTA to the Tacoma Council PTA. School district and PTA leaders congratulated the students and announced which entries would be sent to the Washington State PTA for further competition.

If you have any questions, please contact Janet Stewart, Reflections chair for the Tacoma Council PTA, at 253.761.0288 or e-mail her at jstew4@msn.com.

Deadline for nominations is Feb. 5

Completed nomination forms for the Highly Capable/Challenge program testing of students in grades 3-7 are due to the Central Administration Building Room 328 by Friday, Feb. 5, to qualify for spring testing. 
You can get the nomination form online by clicking on the Challenge/Highly Capable link under the Departments & Program section on the home page of the Tacoma Public Schools Web site at www.tacomaschools.org. Nomination forms are also available in your student’s elementary or middle school office. 
If you have any questions, please call the Highly Capable/Challenge Office at 253.571.1120.
Mason M.S. featured on KOMO 4

During the school year, KOMO 4 Morning News will customize forecasts for specific schools that have been nominated by teachers, students, and/or parents. Mason Middle School in Tacoma was nominated and featured on KOMO’s newscast Tuesday, Jan. 12 between 6 and 7 a.m. KOMO’s meteorologist, Paul Deanno made a forecast specifically for Mason and shared a few quick, fun facts about Mason school. 
To nominate your school and have a weather forecast designed especially for your school, click on the KOMO page. 
2009-10 telephone directory not published in hard copy

The district will not publish the 2009-10 spiral-bound telephone directory this year to save money. Staff members can reach the PDF of the online directory by going to this Web site address or they can go to the district home page and click on “Go to Staff Page.” Under “District Information,” they can click on “Staff Directory—PDF” for the document that looks like the hard copy of the telephone directory. If they click on “Staff Directory,” it brings up an interactive search directory of employees.  
Important 2010 information for district TSA and DCP plans

The Tacoma Public Schools offers two programs through which employees may contribute a portion of their current income into supplemental retirement savings accounts. These programs are offered under Section 403(b) of the Internal Revenue Code and are called the Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan (TSA Plan) and the Deferred Compensation Plan (DCP). For more information, please click here.
TRS, SERS Plan 2 members can join Plan 3 in January
Am I eligible to transfer in January?

Each January, eligible Plan 2 members of Teachers' Retirement System (TRS) and School Employees' Retirement System (SERS) have the opportunity to transfer to Plan 3. The decision to transfer to Plan 3 is irrevocable—once a decision is made to transfer to Plan 3, you cannot return to Plan 2.
TRS and SERS Plan 2 members employed in eligible positions who earn service credit in January can transfer to Plan 3.
Are new members eligible?

New SERS and TRS members* make an irrevocable plan choice within 90 days of hire. If you are a new member who chose Plan 2, you do not have the option of transferring to Plan 3.
New SERS members are persons hired on or after July 1, 2007, unless they had prior service in Public Employees' Retirement System Plan 2.* New TRS members are persons hired on or after July 1, 2007.*
* If a court of law decides the repeal of gain-sharing is invalid, new SERS and TRS members hired after the court decision will be mandated into Plan 3.

If you are interested in transferring to Plan 3, you must complete the Member Information Form (MIF), which is located on the Washington State Department of Retirement Systems (DRS) Web site at www.drs.wa.gov. You must provide the completed form to the Payroll Department by Jan. 31. 
TRS Plan 3 members can change contribution rate

TRS Plan 3 members have an opportunity to change their contribution rate selection during January 2010. If you wish to change your TRS Plan 3 contribution rate, submit the TRS Plan 3 Contribution Rate Change form (available online at www.drs.wa.gov) to your employer no later than Jan. 31. Otherwise, your current rate will remain in effect.

This opportunity is only available to TRS Plan 3 members during Jan. 1–31.
Contribution Rate Change forms signed or submitted outside of the January time period, and those submitted for retirement plans other than TRS Plan 3, cannot be accepted.

This option is being offered according to provisions granted to TRS Plan 3 by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). The contribution rate option you select should be considered binding and can only be changed when you change employers or during rate change windows as permitted by the IRS.

District implements Employee Self Service

The district will implement Employee Self Service (ESS) over the next few months. This started in December 2009 and will be completed by April 30, 2010. ESS provides employees with on-line access to view personal information, such as benefits, payment history, leave balances and tax information. You can also update your direct deposits bank accounts, W-4, emergency contacts and address information.

Please contact Cindy Pantley at 253.571.3541 to schedule training at your school.

Applause
First Creek teachers earn national certification

First Creek Middle School applauds Roselee Sauser and Kristin Oliver for their recent National Board Certification. Congratulations!

Foss health students touch human hearts

How big is a human heart? What does a diseased heart look like? Through hands-on experience, Foss High School health students learned about heart disease from Bev Chambers, a registered nurse with the Cardiac Study Center. She brought human hearts with coronary artery disease, by-pass surgeries and diseased heart valves as well as lungs with COPD to enhance her presentation. She also included actual heart stents, cardiac catheterization equipment, pacemakers and implantable defibrillators. Students were able to have a once in a life-time, hands-on experience, which demonstrated the consequences of lifestyle choices. Thank you, Bev Chambers, for making this a great classroom experience!—Christine Shine, Foss health teacher
Colombian students share culture through song, dance
A group of 16 female students from the Santa Francisca Romana High School in Colombia performed for Wilson High School and Lowell Elementary School students the week of Jan. 11-15. Two teachers from the private Catholic high school accompanied their students who are in Washington to share their culture through song and dance.

At Wilson, the Colombian girls also talked to students in language classes. The group also performed at St. Martin’s College in Lacey and St. Patrick’s School in Tacoma. 
The girls also will perform at St. Patrick’s School in the church hall on Friday, Jan. 15. A taco bar will be open on a donation basis and the troupe will perform at 7 p.m. The event is open to the public.
Stewart food drive nets more than 670 food items

For the holidays, the Stewart Middle School ASB organized a canned food drive to benefit the community. Students collected food for two weeks through their advisory classrooms. The ASB set a goal of collecting 520 cans (roughly one can for each student at Stewart), and exceeded that by collecting 676 canned/non-perishable food items. 

The ASB partnered with the Stewart counselors, Life Center Church, Albertsons and the Tacoma Public Schools Indian Education Department to distribute the food along with turkey and ham dinners to 35 Stewart families. Food was sorted into 35 bags as well as an extra “shopping” area where families could choose extra items for the winter break. “It was an overwhelming success and families were truly appreciative of the extra help during the holidays. Thank you to the Stewart community for helping families in need,” Linda Harris, a Stewart staff member, said.
Professional development
Tacoma National Board Project has new application
The Tacoma National Board Project has a new application. Go to the Professional Development Web page to view the application. 
There will also be a National Board Speaker’s Bureau talk given by Teacher Jean Sheckler on Feb. 10 and March 10 at the Professional Development Center for staff members interested in obtaining their National Board Certification. Please contact Jean Sheckler, National Board Certification coordinator, at 253.571.5255 or by e-mail at jsheckl@tacoma.k12.wa.us. 
National Board Jump Start training seminars will be held June 28–July 1 in Spokane and Aug. 2–5 in Edmonds.
Tech tip
Ringtone options

1. Adjusting the volume (listening volume vs. ringer volume)
· While the handset is down, use the up and down arrows to the left of the number keys to adjust your ringer volume.

· Lift the handset and use the same up and down arrows to adjust your listening volume.
2. Changing ring pattern/ring style

· Just below your display screen, press the Menu button then the button below Options.

· With the side buttons, choose Ring Options.

· Select Ring Pattern. Use the < and > buttons to scroll through the choices.

· Press Save to set your ring Pattern

· Use the Exit button to end this task.

For the AVST Voice Mail Reference Guide, please click here.
Next Week:  Call Forwarding (to Voicemail or Another Phone)

Commute Trip Reduction
Commute trip reduction assistance
For information on carpooling and vanpooling, check the Web site at www.PierceTrips.com. Remember to enter the spring and fall competitions, too.  
Community opportunities

Apply to be a census taker
Work up to 40 hours week in a temporary, part-time job helping with the U.S. 2010 census. Hours will be flexible and census employees will have paid training and will be reimbursed for authorized work-related expenses, such as mileage. For more information, check with your local census office or check the Web site at www.2010censusjobs.gov or call the toll-free jobs line at 1.866.861.2010.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week 
Gray performs for veterans
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Gray Middle School’s choir, orchestra and band performed for the veterans’ Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration at the American Lake facility.
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The Gray M.S. choir sings for veterans and staff members at the American Lake veterans’ hospital complex on Jan. 14. 
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The Gray M.S. students sampled punch and cake after their performances.

Board members greet Drost
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Former school board member Betty Drost, seated, meets the newest board member Catherine Ushka-Hall and Kurt Miller, re-elected to a second term on the Tacoma school board.

Colombian students visit TPS
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Students from Santa Francisca Romana High School in Colombia visited the Tacoma area and performed traditional dances at Wilson H.S. and Lowell E.S.
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Sixteen girls from a Colombia high school shared their culture with Tacoma students through song and dance. The students will perform at St. Patrick’s church hall on Friday, Jan. 15, at 7 p.m.
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Colombian high school students teach Wilson students how to do dances from the Colombian culture.

Colombian dancers at Lowell
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Colombian high school students in traditional costumes perform at Lowell E.S. on their visit to the Puget Sound area.
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A troupe of 16 girls perform Colombian dances at Lowell E.S.
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The Colombian dancers perform in a variety of costumes at Lowell.
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Lowell E.S. students join in the dances with the Columbian performers.

Foss students touch hearts
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Bev Chambers, RN, second from left, shows Ze’Andre Zachary a heart while Patricia Nakhonesy and Cecilia Mavrommatis look on. 
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Nurse Bev Chambers points out arteries on a heart to Ze’Andre Zachary.
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Bev Chambers and Foss students check out diseased hearts to see how life style choices affect a person’s health.
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