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	Saturday’s short film was created for AT&T and is titled "Career Day." This film included several of Jefferson’s students and their parents, along with a cast of professional actors.  

Alexandria Carpenter and Lexi Diamond, fourth graders in Stacy Pincham’s class; and Robyn Carpenter, Rosa Cunningham and Brianna Holguin, fifth graders in Mary Anne Mathern’s class, were extras in the spec commercial. Some parents also participated as extras. The commercial was filmed in Pincham’s class.
Applause
Five Foss Falcons sign letters of intent

“It was a good year for Foss football,” said Jennifer Kubista, district Athletics and Activities director. “On National Letter of Intent signing day, the Foss Falcons had five young men heading off to college on football athletic scholarships. On Wednesday, Feb. 3, Jamal Byrd, Scott Crichton, Julian Cruell, Folauga Perosi and Jamaal Shakoor signed their letters of intent at Foss High school in front of family, friends, staff and administration. “This is a great day to be a Foss Falcon,“ Foss Athletic Director Tom Burmester said.  

· Jamal Byrd, a Foss defensive back, will attend the U.S. Air Force Academy.

· Scott Crichton, a Foss defensive end, will attend Oregon State University.

· Julian Cruell, a Foss running back, will attend Central Washington University.

· Folauga Perosi, a Foss line backer, will attend Eastern Oregon University.
· Jamaal Shakoor, a Foss corner back, will also attend Eastern Oregon University.

“This is a proud day for these young men and the work ahead of them will be challenging, yet fulfilling,” stated Thu Ament, the principal at Foss and also a Foss alumni football player. Ament played and coached football at Central Washington University.

With family and friends around, these five young men picked up their pens on the instruction of their current head coach at Foss, Ken Baker. All five signed their letters of intent and sealed their collegiate futures for the next few years.


Stadium bowlers take WIAA academic championship

The Stadium Athletic Director James Catalinich announced that the girls’ varsity bowling team won the WIAA Academic State Championship for 4A high schools. The girls earned a 3.36 grade point average.

Foss students serve breakfast at Nativity House

Serving breakfast at Tacoma’s Nativity house has become a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday tradition at Foss High School. On Jan. 15, Foss ESL teacher Bruce Sadler, Chief Steve Allen and Major James Phillips and 15 students from Foss’s English Language Learners classes (ELL) and its Air Force Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (AFJROTC), provided food, cooked and served more than 350 breakfasts at the Nativity House in downtown Tacoma. Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of Foss staff members who donated food and funds and thanks to the students and adults who gave up a holiday to serve their community.
Mason drama class performs ‘Just Like Us’
Mason Middle School seventh- and eighth-grade students in Robin Strong’s drama class performed an allegory for the students, staff and community of Mason in honor of the work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on Jan. 20 and 21. Craig Sodaro wrote the play “Just Like Us.”

Following are some thoughts from a few of the student actors:
“I think by doing this play we helped the students of Mason and ourselves realize that we should all be kind to one another.  We sent the message of acceptance in a fun and entertaining way and we learned quite a bit about acting in the process.”  —Olivia Barry

“To me, the play ‘Just Like Us’ was a very serious matter, as it reminded us that at one time people of different colors couldn’t be together.  It was so cool that Violet, a purple, brought the Blues and the Greens together just as Martin Luther King did in real life.” —Alexis Edwards

“When people saw the play they probably realized that there is no difference between people.  Yes, people have different hair, eyes, race and size, but that is no reason to hate or disrespect.  We worked really hard to make this play something to remember.” —Emily Tharp

Three students accepted as Aerospace Scholars

Andrew Han from Mount Tahoma High School and Kazuhiko Griffin and Shawna Sherwood from Stadium High School are among 247 students participating in Phase One of the Washington Aerospace Scholars (WAS) for 2009-10. This phase includes distance learning with a NASA-designed curriculum covering the history of space exploration, the Space Shuttle, the International Space Station, the Moon, and Mars. 

WAS is a Museum of Flight program, and students are current juniors in high school who have a minimum GPA of 3.0, are Washington residents and U.S. citizens and have access to the Internet. The WAS program emphasizes science, technology, engineering and math, and encourages students to consider careers in these fields.
From January through May, the scholars will complete 10 lessons—submitting quizzes, math solutions, essays and graphics concerning these topics every other week. Scholars will independently select a topic of interest for a final project combining an essay with a graphic. They are also competing for a space in one of our four summer residency sessions.  

Phase Two of WAS is a six-day summer residency experience for 160 students. Selection is competitive and centers around performance in Phase One of WAS. In each residency session, 40 scholars are selected to work cooperatively to plan a human mission to Mars with support from professional engineers/scientists, university students and certificated educators. Each session also includes briefings from aerospace professionals, tours of engineering facilities and hands-on engineering challenges involving model rocketry, robotics, landing devices and payload lofting. The daily schedule is quite full, and the students lodge in double rooms at a local hotel under the supervision of certificated teachers.  Travel, lodging and meal expenses are provided to participating students and teachers, thanks to the WAS Foundation and our many generous donors.

Certificated teachers needed 

WAS is in need of certificated teachers interested in spending one week at The Museum of Flight working with the selected scholars for one of the summer residency sessions. Selected teachers will serve as counselors to teams of 10 scholars, supporting their work and providing supervision (responsibilities include lodging with the students at a local hotel; single rooms are provided for counselors). Participating teachers will receive $500 stipends and are eligible for 60 free clock hours. Lodging, meals and travel expenses are provided by the WAS Foundation. Additional information and applications are available on the WAS Web site. 
Summer residency sessions for 2010 are scheduled for June 20-25, June 27-July 2, July 11-16 and July 18-23. The counselor application deadline is Friday, March 12.

McKinley principal joins in on Crazy Hair Day

McKinley Elementary School held a Crazy Hair Day recently. Principal Anita Roth followed her normal routine of greeting parents and students as they arrived at school, except she wore a giant foam wig. Many McKinley students came to school with crazy hairdos.
Credit union gives cash award to teacher 

TwinStar Credit Union has awarded Diana Kramer, a teacher at Sheridan Elementary School, a total of $183 Classroom Cash awards. More than 150 classrooms submitted applications throughout the credit union’s service areas. The Sales and Delivery Committee reviewed the applications and determined awards on a needs and merit basis.

TwinStar Credit Union also offers classroom presentations on financial literacy for students in grades K-12, with age appropriate messages, in addition to its savings programs for young members. Contact Kirk Smith, financial education specialist with TwinStar, at 360.357.9917, ext. 4427, or check the Web site at www.twinstar.com/youth.
Professional development

Workshop for secondary civics or social studies teachers

High school and upper middle school teachers in the Tacoma Public Schools who are engaged in civics or social studies education are invited to attend a day-long teacher-training workshop at either the Puget Sound Skills Center in Burien or at Western Washington University. 
Sponsored by the Center for Economic Education/Washington Council for Economic Education, the workshop will focus on a new Council for Economic Education publication, Focus: Understanding Economics in Civics and Government.  
The range of topics explored makes the workshop appropriate for civics, government, economics, U.S. history, CWP and some business classes.  “Due to the generosity of our funders, we will be able to offer full workshop fee scholarships, up to $140 in sub pay, books, meals, and free clock hours,” Pam Whalley, director, Center for Economic Education, Western Washington University. Click here for details.
Tech tip
How to create powerful presentations

The message from the November Tech Survey was clear: Both administrators and teachers want to know how to create powerful presentations. In the following weeks, there will be tech tips on how to enhance presentations using PowerPoint. Consider today’s tip a checklist of what NOT to do. Click here.

Commute Trip Reduction
Commute trip reduction assistance
For information on carpooling and vanpooling, check the Web site at www.PierceTrips.com. Remember to enter the spring and fall competitions, too.
Spring is getting close if nature is any indication. You may want to get your bicycle tuned up and ready to ride to work.    
Community opportunities

Library to open new Education and Job Center

The Tacoma Public Library will hold an open house on Wednesday, Feb. 10, from 5 to 7 p.m. at its new Education and Job Center, located in the Main Library, 1102 Tacoma Ave. S. Learn how the library is providing resources to the community to find jobs and prepare for the future.

Go to the Web site at www.tacomapubliclibrary.org for more information or call 253.591.5666.

Learn high-demand skills at Clover Park
If you have been laid off, you may qualify to go to Clover Park Technical College free to learn high-demand skills and get lasting jobs. Click here for details.

[image: image1.jpg] www.tacomaschools.org

W E B U CATo R ‘Tacoma Public Schools newsletter for staff




Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
Tower of Pisa teaches JAWS
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Browns Point E.S. Principal Patricia Thomas shows JAWS students the Leaning Tower of Pisa that she recently visited. The students are studying tower building and stability.
Falcons sign letters of intent
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Foss H.S. Falcons who signed college football letters of intent on Feb. 3 include, back row, left to right, Folauga Perosi, Julian Cruell, Jamal Byrd and Jamaal Shakoor. Seated is Scott Crichton.
Mt. Tahoma leadership lock-in
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Mt. Tahoma H.S. recently hosted its fourth annual leadership lock-in on Jan. 29.
Mason performs ‘Just Like Us’ 
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Mason M.S. seventh and eighth graders perform the play, “Just Like Us” by Craig Sodaro. 
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Drama class students at Mason take part in the allegory to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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Mason teacher Robin Strong directed the play “Just Like Us” and used colors to show the differences. 

McKinley holds Crazy Hair Day
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McKinley E.S. Principal Anita Roth wears a yellow foam wig on Crazy Hair Day as she greets families coming to school.
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Many McKinley students wore hair ornaments on Crazy Hair Day.
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McKinley Principal Anita Roth wears pink “hair” to match some of her students on Crazy Hair Day.
Lyon collects pennies
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Lyon E.S. is conducting a penny drive, and Margaret Rapkoch, fourth grade teacher, drew this poster for the drive.
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During the first week of its penny drive, Lyon E.S. collected more than $440. The top class brought in $77. Barbora Blackman and Margaret Rapkoch are spearheading the Lyon drive. Tapco Credit Union on South 19th and Mildred streets is letting the school use its coin counter without charging a fee.
Foss students serve breakfast 
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Serving breakfast at Nativity House has become a Martin Luther King Jr. holiday tradition for Foss H.S. students.
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Foss students cut up, prepare and serve breakfast food on their day off school. They served nearly 350 breakfasts.
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Foss staff members donated food and funds for the breakfast at Nativity House as well as spending time helping Foss students prepare food.
Board honored in January
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January is School Board Recognition Month. Superintendent Art Jarvis presents the newest board member, Catherine Ushka-Hall, with a certificate and a gift made by fifth graders at Stafford E.S. 
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The Stadium H.S. boys cross country team won first in state in the WIAA academic championship. James Catalinich, athletic director, talks about the team’s award.
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A Wilson H.S. student, Dumitru Railean, won Best in Show in the junior division of the Northwest Woodcarvers Association competition. Principal Dan Besett introduces Dumitru.
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