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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools Public Information Office for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please note: When submitting photos of students with a story, please include their names and make sure the students have no photo restrictions.
Webucator on the Web: Webucator is now online and you can also access last year’s archived Webucators through the district Web site. 
Dates to remember
Feb. 25: Lincoln Center Information Night, 6:30 p.m., Lincoln auditorium

Feb. 26: Young Ambassador dinner, auction, 5:30–8 p.m., DeLong E.S.
Feb. 26: Jazz Extravaganza, Truman M.S.

March 1-31: American Red Cross Month; Music in Our Schools Month; National Nutrition Month; Woman’s History Month; Youth Art Month; National Middle Level Education Month; Social Work Month

March 2: WEA’s Read Across America Day (Dr. Seuss’ birthday)

March 2: Pt. Defiance E.S. kindergarten open house, 6:30–7:30 p.m.

March 8: International Women’s Day

March 8-12: Classified Employees Week
March 8-12: National School Breakfast Week

March 8-14: National Foreign Language Week

March 11: Johnny Appleseed Day

March 14: Daylight Savings Time begins

March 14-20: National Agriculture Week 

March 18-20: WABSE conference, Marriott Hotel, Sea-Tac

March 20: First day of spring

March 21: International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
Important information

Message from Superintendent Art Jarvis

Today, I think we again experienced a tremendous breach in our sense of safety and security. As a community, we want our schools to be a refuge and a safe haven for children and adults. This is, however, a time when we get a stark reminder that our schools are just a part of a society that is vulnerable.
We’re going through that world of grieving for a wonderful lady. Today should have been a normal day for this young professional to take care of her kids.
 Out of concern for the close-knit staff at Birney Elementary, we have chosen to cancel school on Monday. Instead, we will have the staff only gather there with our crisis team counselors so they can get comfortable again in the school environment. 
We plan to welcome back students on Tuesday and offer them the love and support they need, but Monday will be a day for the adults in our school family at Birney.

Upcoming events

Schools to host kindergarten open houses

District elementary schools will host kindergarten open houses during March for families. For dates and times of open houses, please click here. 

For more information on each school, go to the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org/schools.

ASB  and leukemia survivor help others with leukemia
A leukemia survivor, Mackenzie Sollars is a third grader at Washington-Hoyt Elementary School and an ASB representative. She will help her ASB to conduct a Pennies for Patients campaign from March 8 to 26 to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  The ASB advisors at the school are Toni Norling and Diane Burkhart-Kiss.
 
The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society named Mackenzie an Honored Hero this year and featured her in the Penny Times recently, according to Katie Dahl, campaign coordinator for Pennies for Patients. 

For more information, check the Web site at www.schoolandyouth.org.

Stadium to present comedy March 11–13

Stadium High School will present its spring musical, “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum,” a musical farce with music by Stephen Sondheim, on March 11 and 12 at 7:30 p.m. and on March 13 at 2 and 7:30 p.m. at the Stadium theatre. Tickets are $6 for students of all ages and $8 general admission. 

This comedy set in Ancient Rome is full of slapstick, chases, puns, disguises and fun. The cast of 18 is supported by student set designers, costumers, lighting technicians, stage managers and crew. Suzy Willhoft is the director. 


WABSE conference March 18-20 in SeaTac

Superintendent Art Jarvis encourages district staff to attend the 17th annual conference of the Washington Alliance of Black School Educators (WABSE) slated for March 18–20, at the Marriott Hotel in SeaTac. The theme of this conference is “Achieving Academic Success for African American Students: Programs, Practices and Resources That Work.” 

 

Additional information is available on the WABSE Web site www.wabse.org and includes workshop topics. Click for WABSE poster, conference agenda and registration form. 

Oakland blood drive March 23
The Oakland High School ASB will host a blood drive March 23 from 8 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. If you want to donate blood, please contact Kathryn Moran, Oakland family consumer science teacher, at kmoran@tacoma.k12.wa.us or 253.571.5124. 
News and updates
Mount Tahoma art photos on display

Deborah Pierce’s photography students at Mount Tahoma High School created high-contrast photos in PhotoShop and printed them out. Using a projector to enlarge the images, they traced the photos onto a larger surface, then painted the images. The results were dramatic portraits that have been hanging in the main office at Mount Tahoma. 
Principal shares her heritage for Black History Month
“My goal is to wear a different African outfit each day in celebration of Black History Month,” Browns Point Elementary School Principal Pat Thomas said. “It is a perfect conversation starter and opportunity to teach, discuss and learn the importance of knowing your own history. When I walk into classrooms, students even applaud, tell me I am beautiful, ask why I am wearing what I am wearing and ask about Africa. Their ‘Wow, Ms. Thomas’ always bring smiles and more conversation, and of course, they love to tell me which outfit is their favorite one.” 
 

Teachers invite their principal into their classrooms to speak with their students about her connections to slavery and her Black, White, Asian and Native American ancestry. Thomas said, “Students are usually very surprised when I tell them that my cousins are George Washington, the first president of the United States, and George Mason, the father of the Bill of Rights.” 
 

“Parents and grandparents visiting our school stop and talk about not only my family history, but their family roots. Students go home and return to school with stories of their ancestors,” Thomas said. 
Applause
Junior Honor Society sponsors soldier care package drive

Giaudrone Middle School’s National Junior Honor Society held a drive to collect items for soldier care packages Feb. 1–11. During that time, Giaudrone’s student body and staff came together to collect more than 8,000 items that will be put into care packages. These care packages will be sent to soldiers from the 4th Brigade out of Fort Lewis who are currently deployed to Iraq.
As a reward, the class that brought in the most items received a reward assembly. The seventh-grade class brought in more 3,700 items, with seventh grader MaKenzie Brown bringing 2,850 items by herself. The seventh-grade class enjoyed a fun 10-minute assembly at the end of the day Feb. 19. The students cheered on four teachers as they competed to see who could eat a Jello pie the fastest (pie tin filled with jello cubes and whip cream). Jamie Bennedsen was the first to finish her pie. Great job and thank you to the staff members who participated: Jamie Bennedsen, Jacob Canini, Kristen Mitchell and Ben Walz. Thank you to all the staff and students of Giaudrone that made this event so successful.

Mason students play violin in all-state orchestra

Outstanding seventh and eighth grade music students from across Washington have received top honors by being selected to participate in the annual Washtington Music Educators Association (WMEA) Junior All-State bands, choirs and orchestra. Mason Middle School students Henry DeMarais and Kayleigh Shaffer, both violinists, joined more than 375 other outstanding young performers in this gala event.

Many professional musicians credit their all-state experience as crucial in their decision to choose music as a career. Thousands of others whose career paths took them in other directions have great memories of participating in this inspiring and motivating musical experience and claim that it was a life-changing experience for them.
Students tour California colleges

Select College BOUND students from Foss, Lincoln, Mount Tahoma, Stadium, Franklin Pierce and Washington high schools participated in a college tour in California Feb. 11 to 15. Lawanda Randle, College BOUND teacher/academic coach at Foss, said, “We flew into San Diego and ended our time in Los Angeles before flying out of LAX. The tour included visiting top schools such as UCLA, CAL TECH, San Diego State University, UC Irvine and CSULA.” Students sat in on classes such as psychology and adolescent literature and learned what each unique university has to offer a perspective student. In addition, as a cultural experience, the group visited San Diego Zoo, New Port beach, ate at In and Out Burger and waited in long lines at Disneyland and California theme parks. 
Professional development

Lesley University offers teaching certificates

Paraeducators can earn a teaching certificate with Lesley University, which is currently accepting applications for upcoming programs being offered in Tacoma. There are several spots remaining in the cohort, and interested individuals can attend an information session at Tacoma Community College-Early Learning Center!

Lesley University offers the following teaching programs designed specifically for busy professionals:
· Human Development, B.A.: Special Education Minor

· American Studies, B.A.: Elementary Ed Minor

Classes meet no more than one weekend per month in Tacoma. Most programs are completed in less than two years. These programs are regional and national (TEAC) accredited, project-based with collaborative learning. Financial aid is available for qualified students.
For more information, stop by Lesley University’s table at the Paraeducator Fair in the Professional Development Center on March 12 or attend an upcoming information meeting Saturday, March 6, at 11:30 a.m. at Tacoma Community College-Early Learning Center, 6501 S. 19th St., Building 2.
RSVP to Nanci Cornell by e-mail at ncornell@lesley.edu or call to set up another time or date at 253-759-3909 (home) or at 253-571-5644 (Truman Middle School). You may also contact Carla Borovicka at cborovic@lesley.edu or at 866-600-3245.
Tech tip
Custom animation in PowerPoint

This lesson will teach you how to animate a slide in PowerPoint. First click here for the directions. Click here for the slides to animate. District employees can also try this link.
Health tip

Social Security workshop March 10
The Social Security Administration is hosting a Social Security workshop on March 10 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Cascade Park Vista, 242 St. Helens Ave., Tacoma. Kirk Larson, public affairs specialist, will give the presentation. Call 206-615-2650 for more information.
Commute Trip Reduction
Wheel Options spring campaign March 14-27

The Wheel Options spring campaign is March 14-27. More than 1,000 of the state’s largest businesses will participate. Up to 30 Commute Trip Reduction employers have contributed $100 gift cards to past campaigns.
Community opportunities

Healthy Schools Summit May 27-28

The Healthy Schools Summit 2010 will be May 17–18 from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Seattle Airport Marriott, 3201 S. 176th St., Seattle. Student well-being has always been the center of the healthy schools movement. This year the summit will be about taking time to listen and learn how to partner with youth to create healthier schools.

Clock hours are available. For details, click here.

TCC to host Ways2Pay4College March 2

Tacoma Community College (TCC) will host a free community event of workshops on Tuesday, March 2, from 2 to 5 p.m. on the TCC campus in Building 7. Enrollment and financial aid experts will be on hand to help. You can attend a variety of workshops on scholarships, applying for financial aid, writing a personal statement and finding student employment. For more information, click here. 
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Jennifer Kubista, director of Athletics and Activities, telephone 253.571.1123. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Images of the week
Birney gathers shoes, money
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Birney E.S. staff and families collected 670 pairs of shoes for people in the Haiti earthquake.

Birney ASB students presented a check for $340 to Mike Hightower and Lori Lawrence from the Friends of the Orphans. Hightower’s daughter Molly died in the earthquake.
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Jacob Pinero and Nicholas Lemke hold the check for $340 Birney gave Mike Hightower for Friends of the Orphans. The bags contain shoes that Birney collected for the people of Haiti. 

Meeker encourages voters
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Meeker M.S. adults and students volunteered during the levy campaign by waving signs.
Mr. Smith goes to Meeker
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U.S. Congressman Adam Smith discusses government, world issues, health care and other important topics with Meeker M.S. eighth graders.
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Congressman Adam Smith addresses Meeker M.S. eighth-grade students. Smith lives in Northeast Tacoma and is serving his seventh term in office.

Art displayed at Mt. Tahoma  
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Mt. Tahoma H.S. students in Deborah Pierce’s photography class used digital images in PhotoShop to create high-resolution prints. They enlarged the photos and added paint. This portrait of smiling sisters was done by Alysha Cavelti, Grade 12. 
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By Brianna Hoefer, Grade 12
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By Britanny Hemmings, Grade 12
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By Allie Thompson, Grade 9
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By Brittany Williams, Grade 12
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By Jessica Henderson, Grade 12
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By Katie Fong, Grade 11
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By Emma Hesyck, Grade 11
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