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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to remember
Jan. 26: Chinese New Year

Jan. 26: New City of Destiny awards nomination deadline (was Jan. 19)
Jan. 27: Wilson FAFSA Night, 6 p.m.
Feb. 1–28: Black History Month

Feb. 1: National Freedom Day

Feb. 2: Groundhog Day

Feb. 6: Gray Charts a New Course event, 6 p.m.
Feb. 12: Abraham Lincoln’s birthday

Feb. 16: Presidents’ Day
Feb. 16: African American Legislative Day
Feb. 21– 28: National FFA Week

Feb. 22: George Washington’s birthday

Board news

Board updates

The following are updates from the Jan. 22 board meeting.

Board highlights:

Sam Bell, executive director of General Support Services, reported on the district’s submission of 173 projects to the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) in preparation for the state receiving federal economic stimulus funds. A similar list of projects was submitted to Sen. Patty Murray’s office. Bell detailed a timeline of milestones since early November when the district started collaborating with the city of Tacoma and Metro Parks on a list of projects.

The board approved the agreement between the Tacoma School District and Tacoma Police Department to provide full-time officers at the district’s comprehensive high schools. Two full-time officers will be assigned to Lincoln and Mt. Tahoma high schools for the second semester of the 2008-09 school year. The officers will perform a range of roles including law enforcement, law-related educator, public safety specialist, community liaison and problem solver, and coordinator with other law enforcement personnel.

Recognition of schools and staff:

The board recognized Foss High School Math Department Chair Robert Yuong for receiving a 2008 Golden Apple Award from KCTS 9 and PEMCO Insurance. He was one of eight individuals and two programs receiving this award. The board also recognized Sherman and Skyline elementary schools for being named 2008 Schools of Distinction through the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Continued
News and updates
McCarver receives $25,000 Boeing award for excellence 

McCarver Elementary School Principal Dan Tharp and his staff members were stunned when their meeting was interrupted by a large group of people on Wednesday, Jan. 21. A very welcome interruption it turned out to be—and a very well-kept secret. Boeing officials had come to McCarver to present Tharp with the John D. Warner Award for Excellence in Education and a check for $25,000.  

Fred Kiga, vice president for State & Local Government Relations and NW Global Corporate Citizenship for The Boeing Company, made the announcement and presented the check to Tharp as district administrators, Boeing officials and John D. Warner watched the elated reaction of the staff. Kiga also gave Tharp a model of a Boeing 777-300ER airliner, which will have a John D. Warner Award plaque added to the base. Once a year since 2002, Boeing has rewarded a K-12 public school in the Puget Sound area that demonstrates excellence in school leadership, teacher excellence and student learning.

“McCarver is a school that has consistently seen amazing success despite serious challenges,” said Superintendent Art Jarvis. “Tharp and his staff deserve recognition for their outstanding work to increase student achievement and for their partnerships with our community.”

 “Receiving this award was a complete surprise and I was shocked. Our McCarver staff members have worked very hard for a long time, and we have many wonderful community partners and volunteers who do so much for McCarver kids,” said Tharp. “As a staff, we get so involved with our work that we don’t always stand back to see what we have accomplished until we receive awards like this. We thought we were going to have a visit from the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction on Thursday.”

Continued

Bond measure goes to voters March 10
Bonds are used for capital projects such as construction and modernization of school buildings. The $300 million bond, if passed by voters on March 10, would cover one of four proposed phases of the Tacoma Renewal and Excellence Program (T-REX)—a long-range district facilities improvement plan that would continue through 2020. T-REX would complete modernizations at the remaining 24 district schools that are still in need of significant modernization or renovation. 
What will the bond pay for?
This bond would complete modernizations or new construction at district secondary schools and small capital projects districtwide. The bond would fund major construction projects at:
· Baker Middle School 

· Hunt Middle School 

· Stewart Middle School 

· Wilson High School, Phase II
Districtwide small capital projects include:
· HVAC upgrades 

· Roof replacements 

· Carpet replacements 

· Energy conservation 

· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance 

· Playground equipment upgrades 

· Site improvements for parking and traffic flow
Additional examples of small capital projects include: Foss High School carpet replacement and Foss Little Theater and athletic field upgrades; Lincoln High School athletic field and performing arts center upgrades; Stadium High School athletic field turf replacement; and Wilson High School athletic field and performing arts center upgrades.
For more information on the bond measure on the March 10 ballot, go to the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Reed partners with SOTA students

Reed Elementary School students have new partners in creative learning, thanks to Brendan Nelson, a reading paraeducator at Reed. Nelson connected Tacoma School of the Arts (SOTA) students with Reed classes for Friday art workshops with fourth and fifth graders. The Friday workshops brought SOTA students into Reed’s fourth- and fifth-grade and four/five-split classrooms to lead student projects in paper mosaics, visual art, ballet and choreography, hip-hop dance, documentary filmmaking and creating math rap. The students’ work was showcased in an all-school assembly on Dec. 12.
In January, five SOTA interns assisted daily in Reed classrooms. Ali DiShiro with Brian Goff’s kindergarten class; Olivia Allison with Rachel Johnson’s music class, Ashley Dalby with Kiana Weinschenk’s reading class, Cheyenne Claussen with Odessa Hargrave’ fifth-grade class  and Kashia Iverson with Angela Evans’ third-grade class. Goff’s intern has taught his kindergarteners the basic principals of photo composition. Children have been spotted around Reed’s campus, framing their shots and editing them with Ali DiShiro on the computer. On Wednesday, Jan. 20, student photos were on display in Reed’s library.
Also in January, SOTA interns at Tacoma Art Museum (TAM) accompanied Reed’s third-grade classes to TAM to directly experience the works of art. After viewing and sharing their ideas, students created their own art, using concepts and ideas that the SOTA students had helped generate. 
Manitou Park graders chill out at winter camp 
Fourth-grade students and teachers at Manitou Park Elementary School got more than they bargained for on their adventure to Camp Seymour Dec. 6–18. It was bound to be an exciting and educational event, but the snow they encountered during their days at camp added another dimension to this learning experience. 
You might ask, ”Why did they schedule camp in December?” We could only afford to go to camp if we qualified for a scholarship, and the scholarship was good for certain days only. Unfortunately, none of the available days was at a good time of year. This was such a great opportunity for students that we couldn’t pass up the chance, even though it was in December,” said Vickie Erb, office coordinator.
Manitou Park students hope to make this field trip an annual event for fourth graders, but not in December. The social studies and science curriculums were enriched by the hands-on experiences students had at camp.  
“We can’t tell you how much we appreciated the flexibility and understanding of everyone—parents, volunteers, teachers, students, camp personnel, bus drivers and administration—which helped us work through the issues that occurred,” Erb said.

“Thank you to the fourth-grade teachers for their hard work and dedication in getting this camp underway and offering their students this opportunity.”

Upcoming events
Gray Charts a New Course: Come Celebrate! event Feb. 6

Enjoy a rollicking decade-by-decade musical of Gray Middle School’s first 82 years on Friday, Feb. 6, at the new Gray school, 6229 S. Tyler St., Tacoma. As Gray Middle School charts a new course, join Gray staff members, students, families and alumni in celebrating the opening of the new Gray Middle School. Appetizers will be provided at 6 p.m. by the 72nd Street Olive Garden Italian Restaurant. The program will start at 7 p.m. followed by school tours.

This will be a wonderful opportunity to tour the new facility, meet the Gray family and partake in a little piece of Gray history. A planning committee is busy working on the special musical revue—the likes of which you have never seen before—to highlight Gray. You will not want to miss it! 

Help make this event even more special by attending. Please call Gray Middle School, 253.571.5200, or check Gray’s Web site at www.graypilots.org for more information.   
Applause

Tacoma Council PTA Reflections awards night held Jan. 20

Tacoma Council PTA held its Awards and Recognition Night for Reflections on Jan. 20. Reflections is a national PTA program which recognizes the artistic and creative talents of students in the areas of visual arts, photography, literature, dance, music and film production.

Eleven Tacoma School PTAs entered and sent their best entries forward to the council: Birney, Browns Point, Downing, Grant, Point Defiance, Sherman, Sheridan and Whittier elementary schools, and Gray, Meeker and Truman middle schools.  
All entries were centered around this year's theme, "WOW!" Twenty-four entries received an honorable mention award. Thirty-four entries received the "Award of Excellence" and will be sent forward to compete at the state level. Those students receiving the Award of Excellence were:  Drake S, Brett W, Katelyn B, Kietra F, Zack W, Alannah F, Madeline M and Audrey S from Whittier; Mia S, OJ M, Amanda P, Sydney B, Sitara M, Troy N and Quinn C from Browns Point; Arthur M, Zane L and Jadyn K from Grant; Ryan N and Nicholas L from Point Defiance; Lauren W from Sherman; Annika T from Birney; Lindi K and Rachel P from Meeker; Jillian D, Andrew M, Sabrina B and Jessie L from Truman; Kilee V, Nathaniel R and Anna D from Gray; and Maria A. from Mt. Tahoma via Gray.

All students received an award and were personally congratulated by Superintendent Dr. Art Jarvis, School Board President Kim Golding and Region 10 PTA Director Lorrie Brunson.  Congratulations to these students for a job well done. All Tacoma School District PTAs are invited to participate in Reflections next year. The theme of the competition will be, "Beauty is..." —Janet Stewart, Reflections chair for Tacoma Council PTA
Forza displays Franklin students’ art

Some Franklin Elementary School second-grade Panthers recently joined Forza owner, Jim Eustace, for hot chocolate and gelato. The students were celebrating their artwork that had been on display at Forza's for two weeks. Thank you, Forza, for helping us celebrate the many talents of our students at Franklin. —Christi Dabney, Franklin E.S. office coordinator

Munson talks to Franklin fourth graders about respect 
Franklin Elementary School fourth graders had the opportunity to explore Officer Terry Munson's police car when he came to Franklin. A group of Bellarmine Preparatory School students who volunteer in our school arranged the visit. Officer Munson talked with our students about respect and emphasized how important it is to respect each other and everyone within our community. —Christi Dabney, Franklin E.S. office coordinator 
Tone thanks CAB staff

We would like to thank the staff members at CAB for their generous support of the Tone Resource Center. The recent raffle and tag sale was a tremendous success and the proceeds will help very much. For all the past and future fundraising efforts we are sincerely grateful. —Tone Resource staff

Navarro receives scholarship for literary seminar in Florida 
Valerie Navarro, Foss High School’s International Baccalaureta (IB) theatre arts and foreign language teacher, won a Judy Blume Kids Fund Scholarship to attend the 27th annual Key West literary seminar in Key West, Florida. 
She participated in a four-day monologue and short-scene writing workshop led by American author and playwright, Porter Shreve. Navarro was invited to present one of her original works at a public reading held in Old City Hall, Key West. In addition, she attended seminar sessions featuring writers Andrea Barrett, Anchee Min, Joyce Carol Oates, Marilynne Robinson, Barry Unsworth and others.

The event was held in the San Carlos Institute ("La Casa Cuba") where the Cuban liberation poet Jose Martí, Cuban composer Ernesto Lecuona and singer Enrico Caruso gave performances. In addition, Navarro and four seminar colleagues were invited to a private reception at the Little White House at Key West where they spent the evening with the director of the Harry S. Truman Library, Michael Devine and his wife, Korean-born writer Maija Devine. 
"Participating in the seminar was a very rich experience for me both as a teacher and as a writer. I learned valuable, practical tips on how to teach and craft original scenes and monologues,” said Navarro. “It was inspiring to have the opportunity to hear great writers read excerpts from their works and discuss their individual approaches to writing. An added benefit for me as a Spanish teacher was the opportunity to work in the San Carlos Institute where I was able to collect valuable information and resources for use in the classroom. It was a real thrill to spend an evening at the Little White House and to share conversation with the director of the Truman library, sitting on the same veranda as presidents Taft, Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Clinton and Carter."

Professional development
TRAIN courses available for TPS employees

Pierce County TRAIN Consortium training courses have openings. The Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) is a member of the consortium. As such, the training is available to TPS staff at no cost unless otherwise noted. Classes are offered during the work day and thus would require supervisor approval and release time for attendance.  

Pre-registration is required. All classes will be held at 901 Tacoma Ave S. Register by calling Carol Cook at 253.798.3659.
Tech tips
This week’s Tech tip lesson is Completing Projects in a Timely Manner, Producing a Document.
Wellness tips 
Fats in your diet

Do you have nutritional questions? In acknowledgment of Winners Losing Together, The Sound Partnership will answer a few of the questions many of us have on healthy eating. Please click here for questions and answers about fats in your diet. 
Community opportunities
Rodney Raccoon auditions to be Saturday, Jan. 24

Multicare’s Rodney Raccoon Fun with Fitness auditions will be held this Saturday, Jan. 24 at 2 p.m. in the upstairs exercise room at the Tacoma Center Branch YMCA, 1144 South Market St., Tacoma. Please arrive by 2 p.m.
Have your kids ready to work out! Dress attire will be gym clothes and shoes, and participants will be working out! 
Rodney Raccoon is looking for four boys and four girls ages 6 to 11 years old to help Rodney get fit! For more information, contact F. Jerome Davis, WayOutRecords, Inc/WayOut Kids, P.O. Box 1722, Tacoma, call his office at 253.627.1899, or e-mail him: jdee@rodneyraccoon.com. Check the Web site at www.rodneyraccoon.com.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Fred Kiga, right, of The Boeing Company, presents Principal Dan Tharp of McCarver E.S. with the John D. Warner Award for Excellence in Education during a staff meeting. The $25,000 award can be used any way McCarver chooses. Lyon E.S. received the first John D. Warner Award in 2002.
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Kindergartners and first graders at Wainwright E.S. offer questions they would ask the new president. The most compelling questions will be sent in a letter to President Barack Obama.

[image: image4.jpg]



Bryant Montessori School students watch parts of President Barack Obama’s inauguration as part of their Martin Luther King Jr. assembly staged by the middle school students.
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Mason M.S. students in Kathy Calvary’s class do research for papers on studied the constitution, the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of Independence since before winter break. They then had to choose a democratic topic; decide their position for or against the topic; research their topics; and write about their views. 
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Sheridan E.S. kindergarten teacher celebrates on inauguration day by wearing a shirt with a likeness of the new president.
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Superintendent Art Jarvis reads a book about snowmen at night to students at Skyline Elementary School’s Winter Wonderland literacy night. Families had many activities related to snow and winter to participate in.
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Officer Terry Munson lets Franklin E.S. students explore his patrol car when he visited the school recently.
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Franklin E.S. students shared a snack at the Forza coffee shop where their artwork was on display on the wall at the back.
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Manitou Park E.S. fourth graders chase away the chill of December days at Camp Seymour, top, and experience many new things, bottom. 
[image: image12.jpg]



Fern Hill E.S. dedicated artwork its Art in Public Places artwork, created by Suzanne Lee, on Friday, Jan. 23. 
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