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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to remember
Feb. 20: Young Ambassadors spaghetti feed, auction, 5:30 p.m., DeLong E.S.
Feb. 21– 28: National FFA Week

Feb. 22: George Washington’s birthday
March 1–31: Women’s History Month, Music in our Schools Month, Youth Art Month, National Nutrition Month, National Middle Level Education Month
March 2: Read Across America Day; Dr. Seuss’ birthday

March 2: SOTA eat-out fundraiser
March 7: Tacoma is College Bound sign-up event, TCC, 8:30–11 a.m.
March 7: Pt. Defiance E.S. auction, 6 to 9 p.m.
March 8: Daylight Savings Time
March 8–21: Spring Wheel Options campaign: share your commute
March 9–13: Classified Employees Week (Washington)

March 10: Remember to vote

March 12 –14: Stadium H.S. musical “Working,” March 12–13, 7:30 p.m.; March 14, 2 and 7:30 p.m.

March 13: Hispanic Legislative Day

March 14: Wilson Show Choir dinner, auction, 5 p.m., Annie Wright School
March 16-22: School Retirees’ Appreciation Week 
March 20: First day of spring

March 21: Youth summit for Lincoln and Mt. Tahoma at Lincoln, noon–5 p.m.
News and updates

“Tacoma is College Bound” sign-up event March 7

 “Tacoma is College Bound,” a free event to sign up eligible Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) seventh, eighth and ninth graders for the College Bound Scholarship, will be held on Saturday, March 7,  8:30–11 a.m., at Tacoma Community College (TCC), 6501 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA. This is the only year that ninth graders can apply for the College Bound Scholarship.

The College Bound Scholarship would give eligible students a chance to attend college and have the state of Washington pay for tuition at a public or private university, community college or technical college for up to four years. This scholarship program provides hope and incentive for students and families who otherwise might not consider college as an option because of its cost. 

Norm Rice, former mayor of Seattle, will serve as keynote speaker, and TPS staff members, translators and volunteers will be available to help families with the application process. Families can also sign up online at www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound.

“Tacoma is College Bound” is sponsored by the Tacoma Public Schools, Metropolitan Development Council, Tacoma Community College, Washington Higher Education Coordinating Board (HECB) and College Success Foundation.

For more information on the College Bound Scholarship program or eligibility, contact HECB at 888.535.0747. 

Contact Dr. Kimberly Mueller, Tacoma Public Schools, at 253.571.1168 for more information on the “Tacoma is College Bound” sign-up event.
Basic rules for political activities in schools, district facilities

With the district’s $300 million bond measure on the ballot in a special election on March 10, it is useful to review some of the basic rules regarding political activities in the schools and other district facilities.

General rule: Public facilities (buildings, stationery, postage, machines, equipment, telephones, vehicles, supplies and employee work time) may not be used to support or oppose candidates or ballot measures.
A full set of guidelines about school district facilities and elections is available on the state Public Disclosure Commission Web site: www.pdc.wa.gov. In addition to this material, administrators may contact the district’s General Counsel at 253.571.1013 to discuss specific issues. Employees may be encouraged to contact their unions for information. The Washington Education Association and others have useful information for district staff members.

Continued

Share March 10 bond information

To learn more about the March 10 capital improvement bond proposal, go to the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. Please serve as a key communicator and share bond information with families, friends and community members.
Schools to hold kindergarten open houses
Kindergarten open house dates across the district have been set for 2009.

Park Avenue Center gets new phone, fax numbers

The Park Avenue Center phone number is now 253.571.2600 and the fax number is 253.571.2601.
McIlvaigh students witness signing of proclamation 

Four students from ​​​Monte Gibbs’ social studies class traveled to Olympia to attend the Youth and Government Breakfast on Feb. 10. Lt. Gov. Brad Owen addressed the breakfast attendees on Feb. 10 in the rotunda in the state Capitol. The breakfast included Gov. Chris Gregoire signing a proclamation for the 62nd Youth Legislature to convene on May 6. About 500 students from across the state are expected to take part, including a delegation from McIlvaigh Middle School. 

After the signing, the students were given a private tour of the Secretary of State’s office by Communications Director David Ammons. Students concluded the day by hearing witnessing arguments at the Temple of Justice during a Washington State Supreme court case regarding State of Washington v. Aro Te´ Jhon Williams-Walker. When asked what was the most exciting part of the day, eighth grader Jose Sarmiento said, “It was the Supreme Court case.” 

Jefferson has Space Odyssey Day 
Students sat on the floor next to a huge gray dome like a benign plump octopus as they listened to a Pacific Science Center staff person was telling them about what they would see inside the inflatable planetarium. The Jefferson Elementary School students have a day each year with the Pacific Science Center at the school thanks to the efforts of the Jefferson PTA.

This year’s Space Odyssey Day was held on Feb. 19, and students had many hands-on activities related to space and space travel, including the planetarium and classroom activities. After an activity with planets, a Pacific Science Center staff person read “Slugs in Space” to Roberta Hooker’s kindergarten students who were entranced by the story.
Upcoming events
Wheel Options campaign to run March 8–21

The spring Wheel Options campaign, “A Small Change Can Mean a Big Change,” will run March 8–21 and is sponsored by the Washington State Ridesharing Organization. Share your commute instead of driving alone by carpool, vanpool, bus or train—or bike or walk to work—at least twice between March 8 and 21. Then, enter your commute trips online at www.piercetrips.com to be eligible for many prizes, including a statewide cash prize of $2,500. You must submit your electronic entry by March 28.

County and state prize winners will be announced April 15. Visit the Web site at www.piercetrips.com for a list of prizes. Winner will be posted on this Web site also.
Contact Pam Thompson, employee transportation coordinator, at 253.571.1460 or e-mail her at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us. 
Youth summit to be March 21

A multicultural youth justice summit for teens from Mt. Tahoma and Lincoln high schools will be held on Saturday, March 21 from noon to 5 p.m. at Lincoln. Students will be able to engage in real talk about real social issues affecting them in their schools and communities. The young people and community leaders will be able to talk about problems and possible solutions. Creativity will also be celebrated as a way to overcome social problems through music, dance and the spoken word.

 The program will include a college resource fair, a youth fashion show and free pizza.
Contact Jamila Jones, Lincoln HERO field advisor, at 253.861.7717 or Noah Prince, Mt. Tahoma HERO field advisor, at 253.439.8507 for more information.

Save the date: Clean Sweep scheduled for May 2

Clean Sweep will be held on Saturday, May 2, from 9 a.m. to noon for school site clean-ups, and the celebration will be held from 12:30 to 2 p.m. To date, the following schools will participate in Clean Sweep: Lincoln High School, Gault and Stewart middle schools and Boze, Lister and Sheridan elementary schools.

Contact Kate Frazier at 253.571.1347 for more information.  

Applause
Meeker students lobby for middle school funding for CTE 
Would it be great to have a hands-on learning experience which integrates science, technology, engineering and math (STEM)? “We will unveil such a program at Meeker next year through the vision and effort of our shop teacher, Jerry Fulwider,” said Principal Kevin Ikeda. “To make this happen, we have received a Career and Technical Education grant from the state to infuse industrial-standard computer design into our shop classes.”


To keep the funding, three students from Meeker made a trek to Olympia to present their support for SB5676. Eighth-grade students David Landsiedel and Erik Obrien, along with seventh-grade student Taylor McCann, presented to a senate committee on early learning and K-12 education. With the support of John Page, assistant director of CTE, and Principal Kevin Ikeda, the students explained the benefits of such a program on student learning, described the connection to future careers and displayed three-dimensional drawings which most architect and engineering firms use in everyday business life. Great job, students! 
Meeker’s Clare Jeong competes in speed skating championship
Competing in the U.S. National Speed Skating Championship in Milwaukee recently, Meeker Middle School seventh grader Clare Jeong won two gold, two silver and one bronze medal. She competed in five events and broke two U.S. national age group records for girls ages 11 to 12 years old. Clare's next competition will be short track national March13–15 in Midland, Mich. She is still too young to be a member of the U.S. junior national team, but you can bet she will be on the short track for Olympic gold. Great job, Clare!—Principal Kevin Ikeda, Meeker M.S.
Key Club sells teddy bears 
The Wilson High School Key Club sold teddy bears for $2 each as a fundraiser and made about $150. Students pre-paid for the bears and Key Club members delivered them during third period, the Thursday before Valentine's Day. Each bear had a drug-free message attached that the giver picked out. Students from Wilson’s Youth Leading Change came up with the "one liner" messages.—Joe Raniero, career counselor, Wilson H.S.
New Act Six TPS scholars named 
The Act Six Leadership and Scholarship Initiative is Washington state's only full-tuition, full-need urban leadership scholarship for emerging urban leaders who want to use their college education to make a difference on campus and in their communities at home.

The Northwest Leadership Foundation, Whitworth University, Pacific Lutheran University, Northwest University, Gonzaga University and Trinity Lutheran College announced that the following students from the Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) have been named Act Six scholars for 2009. They will receive scholarships that include, at a minimum, full tuition. Tim Herron, Act Six national director for the Northwest Leadership Foundation, said other expenses may be paid for based on need.
A list of TPS Act Six scholars follows.

Continued
Hunt thanks Foss staff member for help

Accomplishing our successful IB authorization visit was made possible through the collaboration of many people. Hunt would like to extend a late “thank you” to Cindy Lenihan from Foss H.S. who also met with Hunt staff members during our IB evaluation process recently. Thank you for taking your time. We appreciate your efforts.—Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S.

TPS high school students qualify for championships
The state wrestling and boys swimming championships will take place Friday, Feb. 20, and Saturday, Feb. 21. Wrestling will be at the Tacoma Dome and boys’ swimming events will be at the King County Aquatic Center.  

In wrestling, Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) high schools will have the following students competing in the state events.
· Foss: 189 lb. boy, 285 lb. boy and two 140 lb. girls.

· Lincoln: 130 lb. girl who placed fifth in state last year.
· Mt. Tahoma: 130 lb. boy and a 152 lb. 
· Wilson: 112 lb. girl.  

In swimming, TPS high schools had students qualify for:
· Foss: 50 freestyle, 100 freestyle and the 100 backstroke

· Stadium: 200 freestyle, 100 butterfly, 500 freestyle, 100 backstroke and the 200 medley relay

· Wilson: 50 freestyle, 500 freestyle, two in the 100 breaststroke, the 200 medley relay, the 200 freestyle relay and the 400 freestyle relay.

The district has a total of five basketball teams (four boys teams, 1one girls team) that have qualified for the West Central District III tournament, which will take place over the next two weeks. 
Professional development
WAEOP spring conference to be March 6–8

The 2009 Shine Your Star spring conference for the Washington Association of Educational Office Professionals (WAEOP) will be held March 6–8 in Tacoma at the Best Western Tacoma Dome Hotel. Please register by Feb. 25. Keynote speaker will be Pam Posey who will present “The Difference Between the Ordinary and the Star Office Professional.”
Paraeducator conference March 10

The Paraeducator Networking Conference will be held at the Professional Development Center on Tuesday, March 10, from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The theme this year is based on the FISH philosophy of creating and maintaining positive attitudes and school cultures and nurturing productive learning environments for students and staff members.

Cyndi and Kelly Evans will present the opening session: FISH for Schools, a Fun, Inspirational, Supportive and Humorous session. David Weber, author of “Sticks and Stones Exposed: The Impact of Words on Culture,” will be the keynote speaker.

Space is limited. If you plan to attend, please register and send your forms to Linda Ward in the Classified Professional Development Office, 6th floor at CAB by March 5. Contact Ward at lward@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call her at 253.571.1267.

National Board application on TPS and TEA Web sites

The Tacoma National Board application is now posted on the Professional Development Web site at www.tacomaschools.org and Tacoma Education Association (TEA) Web site at www.tacomaeducationassociation.org.
Evergreen adds reading endorsement program

Evergreen's Master in Teaching Program announced that Washington's Professional Educator Standards Board has approved a new reading endorsement program at The Evergreen State College. The first sequence of classes will begin this summer.

If you have questions, please call Evergreen at 360.867.6559 or 360.867.6753.

Tech tips
Learn how to include special characters in e-mail

This week Instructional Technology will show you how to include special characters and symbols in e-mail.

The Sound Partnership
Seminar on financial planning to be held Feb. 26

A seminar on making financial planning easy will be held on Thursday, Feb. 26, from, 4 to 7:30 p.m. in the Central Administration Building board room on the fourth floor. Space is limited to first 40 employees who register.
Health tips

February is Heart Month
In February the St. Joseph Heart & Vascular Center celebrates Heart Month through a variety of awareness and education programs.  You might have even noticed that the St. Joseph Medical Center (SJMC) Tower has put up its red lights to mark the occasion.
Did you know that last year the Heart & Vascular Center:

· Conducted nearly 70,000 free blood pressure checks at heart-check kiosks at the Tacoma and South Hill malls.
· Distributed 55,000 free heart diet books through clinics and retail outlets.

· Helped nearly 2,000 people identify their heart risk factors through the online HeartAware risk assessment and provided free screenings with a cardiac nurse to more than 100 moderate- to high-risk individuals.

· Encouraged people to get involved in walking programs at the Tacoma Mall, the Commons Mall, Northwest Trek and Point Defiance Zoo.

· Conducted free public heart health talks that reached hundreds of people in a year.

What you can do to save a life
Encourage everyone who has not taken the online HeartAware risk assessment to log onto www.stjosephheart.org and take it. Just a few minutes could save your life. And, take some time this month to encourage your friends and family to take HeartAware. If they are at risk, they will be given a free consult with a cardiac nurse at the Heart & Vascular Center. Feel free to forward this message and link to those you love.

The new St. Joseph Heart Diet Books are in and they are filled with delicious new heart healthy recipes. Again, just go to www.stjosephheart.org to order your heart diet book. Then, make a meal you will love and feel good about.  
Order free wellness activation kit while they last
The National Dairy Council® and your local Dairy Council® have teamed up with the National Football League to make a long-term commitment to help students eat right and stay active.

More than 40,000 schools are already using their free Wellness Activation Kits—order one for your school now before they are gone! The kits include banners, poster clings, a user's guide and a CD of “Game On! The Ultimate Wellness Challenge.” The CD contains an entire nutrition and activity challenge program developed by Action for Healthy Kids in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Use the “Do Amazing Things” tools to inspire students to get up and play for 60 minutes a day, and to fuel up by eating more of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans food groups to encourage eating low-fat and fat-free dairy foods, fruits, vegetables and whole grains.

Go to www.schoolwellnesskit.org for details and to order your school's free kit (while supplies last). While you are there, take a look around at the free tools you can begin using right away.

Community opportunities
Energy assistance programs available

Pierce County Department of Community Services has energy assistance programs for individuals and families who are residents of Pierce County, outside the city limits of Tacoma. Click here to see whether you qualify for assistance.

If you live within Tacoma city limits, you need to call the Metropolitan Development Council at 253.572.5557 for assistance.
Washington prescription drug program helps save money

More than 100,000 Washington residents now use Washington Prescription Drug Program (WPDP) discount card, according to the Washington State Health Care Authority. Together they have saved more than $6 million since the program began in March 2007. With the number of uninsured in our state at 600,000 and growing, the WPDP is asking for help spreading the word about the discount card program. 

Save the date: FANN’s Walk for Food Allergy Aug. 22
The Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network’s (FAAN) Walk for Food Allergy: Moving Toward A Cure on Aug. 22 will help build food allergy awareness for the approximately 61,144 children in Washington affected by food allergies. The event will be held from 8 a.m. to noon in the Warren G. Magnuson Park in Seattle. 

 

FAAN is a national nonprofit organization whose mission is to raise public awareness, to provide advocacy and education, and to advance research on behalf of all those affected by food allergies and anaphylaxis. 
· More than 12 million Americans have food allergies. That is one in 25, or four percent of the population.
· About three million children in the U.S. have food allergies.

· Food allergy is believed to be the leading cause of anaphylaxis outside the hospital setting, causing an estimated 50,000 emergency department visits each year in the U.S.

· Each year in the U.S., it is estimated that anaphylaxis caused by food results in 150 deaths. Death can be sudden, sometimes occurring within minutes.
Check the Web sites at www.foodallergywalk.org and www.seattle.gov/parks/magnuson/features.htm for more information. 

High school video producers can enter awards program

The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences (NATAS) will have major-market television professionals take a look at high school students’ videos and have the work possibly be recognized at the Northwest Regional Emmy Awards.

High school video producers can enter in the following categories: news, cultural affairs, sports, public affairs, craft achievement, documentary and dramatic presentation. Entries must be received by Monday, March 6. Go to the Web site at www.natasnew.org/highschool for more details.

[image: image1.jpg] www.tacomaschools.org

W E B U CATo R ‘Tacoma Public Schools newsletter for staff




Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Jefferson E.S. students enjoy a Space Odyssey Day with the Pacific Science Center, thanks to the PTA. In addition to hands-on activities, science center staff members visited classrooms. Kindergarten students listen to a story about “Slugs in Space.”
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McIlvaigh M.S. students in Monte Gibbs’ social studies class visit the state Supreme Court. From the left, they are Tina Sim, Oswal Gonzales, Eduardo Francisco and Jose Sarmiento. 
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Meeker Middle School students went to the state Capitol to present their support for Senate Bill 5676. Top photo, Principal Kevin Ikeda with David Landsiedel, Taylor McCann and Erik Obrien. John Page, assistant director for Career and Technical Education, sits with the three students.
[image: image8.jpg]



Wilson H.S. Key Club members sold teddy bears with a drug-free message attached as a fundraiser.
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Wilson H.S. students Jarram Daise and Larisa Kotilevskaya earned Act Six scholarships. Daise will be part of the Trinity Lutheran College program in Everett and Kotilevskaya will attend Northwest University in Kirkland. 
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KCTS 9, PEMCO Insurance and the School Employees Credit Union of Washington will broadcast the 17th annual Golden Apple Awards on Wednesday, Feb. 25, at 8 p.m. on KCTS 9/Seattle. Foss H.S. Math Department Chair Robert Yuong, one of the recipients of a Golden Apple Award, is congratulated by the school board.
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Sherman E.S. Principal Connie Wick shows one of the books students made to give to the school board for School Board Recognition Month in January. Sherman is a state School of Distinction.
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Students from Skyline E.S. share their thoughts about how their school also became a School of Distinction  with the school board.
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