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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to remember
April 1–31: Keep America Beautiful Month; Mathematics Awareness Month

April 19–25: Administrative Professionals Week; National Student Leadership Week; Public School Volunteer Week
April 30–May 2: Lincoln H.S. plant sale, 253.571.6740
May 1: Whitman E.S. Relay for Life, 2 p.m.
May 2: Eastside Clean Sweep event, 9 a.m. to noon, more information
May 2: TPS and TCC pow wow, grand entries at 1 & 7 p.m., at TCC, 6501 S. 19th St.

May 2: Fern Hill, Larchmont, South Yakima clean-up event

May 2: Truman Middle School Math Olympiad; registration begins at 8 a.m.
May 2: Kids’ Health and Safety Fair at Foss H.S., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
May 2: Junior Achievement bowling, 9 to 11 a.m., Narrows Lanes 

May 5–7: Mt. Tahoma H.S. plant sale, 253.571.3618
May 6: New Paradigm awards ceremony, Mt. Tahoma H.S., 6 p.m.

May 6–7: Middle and high school conferences. Early release: high school, 10:50 a.m.; middle school, 11:30 a.m.
May 13: Meeker M.S. fifth-grade open house, 6:30 p.m., gym
May 13: Geiger E.S. open house, 3:30 p.m.

May 14: School board study session, 5 p;m.; regular meeting, 6 p.m.

May 19: Deafhood Youth NW workshop, Mt. Tahoma H.S., 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

May 19: Junior ROTC Pass-in-Review, Stadium H.S. Bowl, 7 p.m.

Board news
Board hires Carla Santorno as deputy superintendent
At its April 23 regular meeting, the board heard updates on the following:

· Chief Financial Officer Ron Hack gave a budget and finance update based on the information available from the Legislature at the time. 

· Reading Coach Connie Holman, McCarver E.S. Principal Dan Tharp and Sheridan E.S. Principal Kelly Evans gave updates on the Reading First program.

· Assistant Superintendent Michael Power gave an update on the College Bound program and what the district was planning to do to sign up eligible middle school students and ninth graders by the end of June.

The board recognized Mt. Tahoma, Stadium and Wilson American Sign Language (ASL) teachers and students for the work they do to help those who are deaf or hard of hearing. Two Mt. Tahoma students performed a song in ASL for the board.

The board also recognized the School of the Future sixth-grade design team from Stewart Middle School which won $500 and third place in the regional Council of Educational Facility Planners International (CEFPI) School of the Future competition. Eleven teams at Stewart participated in the school-level contest; one team was selected to enter the regional competition.

In a special recognition, Bryant Montessori School students presented their Pennies for Peace campaign that raised money for schools and school supplies for students in remote areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan. As part of the mandate for becoming an international peace site, students have to reach out in service and become responsible citizens of the world. The campaign raised about $8,000.

The board approved hiring Carla Santorno as deputy superintendent and she will begin July 1. She is currently serving as the Chief Academic Officer for the Seattle Public Schools.

The board also approved:

· Submission of grant applications to the Administration for Children and Families for Head Start COLA and quality improvement
· Adoption the Policy 0100, “Strategic Planning”

· Authorization the superintendent or his designee to negotiate and enter into a job order contract with Centennial Contracting Enterprises Inc., consistent with the provisions of RCW 39.10, “Alternative public works contracting procedures”

· Adoption Resolution No. 1833—403 (b) Action Plan
· Proclamation the week of May 3–9 as Teacher Appreciation Week, and May 6 as National School Nurse Day and the week of May 17–23 as National Educational Bosses Week
The next regular board meeting will be held on Thursday, May 14, at 6 p.m. A study session will be held at 5 p.m. prior to the board meeting.
News and updates
Board member Kurt Miller to direct REACH

School board member Kurt Miller has been selected as the director for Resources for Education and Career Help (REACH), a partnership of agencies that will be housed in Tacoma Goodwill’s new Milgard Work Opportunity Center. REACH, a separate organization from Goodwill, brings together federally funded agencies that will be able to expand services to at-risk young adults.

The partnership is already working, said Matthew Eerlich, media relations/public relations manager for Tacoma Goodwill Industries, in his press release. “Among Miller’s first asks is placing up to 400 young adults, ages 14–24, in jobs for six weeks between June and August. The program is part of $2.5 million in federal stimulus money coming to Pierce County as part of a Youth Endowment Program.”

The REACH partnership is the centerpiece of Goodwill’s Milgard Work Opportunity Center and will feature a “job fair” atmosphere with one-stop opportunities for young adults to receive the services they need. 

To view the press release, click here.
City of Destiny Awards recognizes student volunteers 

Two Tacoma students have been selected for a City of Destiny Award for their volunteering. Anthony Wood, a junior at Stadium High School, will receive the Youth Leadership Award. A senior at Mt. Tahoma High School, Ashley Finch will receive the Youth Sustained Service Award.
Mayor Bill Baarsma and the City Council will recognize Tacoma’s top volunteers—four individuals and five groups—at the 23rd annual City of Destiny Awards at 7 p.m. on May 12. This event, which is free and open to anyone who is interested in learning more about the volunteer experience, will be held at Jason Lee Middle School, 602 N. Sprague Ave.
For more information on the City of Destiny Awards and the winners, click here. 

Two Lincoln students capture Gates Millennium scholarships

Two Lincoln high school students, Siara Demery and Kendra Lopez from the Lincoln Goal Academy, have the opportunity to attend any college in the country that they want with their Gates Millennium Scholarships. This scholarship will cover all costs for attending college, and will even cover costs all the way through a student’s doctorate degree. And, it is rare that two students from the same high school receive a Gates Millennium Scholarship in the same year.

There were nearly 20,500 applicants nationwide and only 1,000 students were selected to receive the scholarship for the class of 2009, according to the scholarship award letter the students received. Students must have attained a cumulative high school grade point average of 3.3 on an unweighted 4.0 scale or have earned a GED. Applicants must also have demonstrated leadership abilities through participation in community service, extracurricular or other activities.

Continued
Downing’s GATE program accepting applications
Downing Elementary School offers a multi-age gifted classroom called Gifted and Talented Education (GATE). This multi-age classroom is now accepting applications for new third-grade students. The maximum number of third through fifth graders is 24. If you believe your child is gifted academically, cognitively or artistically or possesses exceptional leadership skills and would benefit from this class, you can pick up an application packet from the school’s office. 

Application forms and supporting material are due to the school office by May 1. Final selection of students will be made by Friday, May 17. If you have any further questions, please call the school office, 253.571.7100, to talk with the principal or you can reach Eileen McCaffery-Lent, the classroom teacher, at 253.571.7100. 

Reed recycle auditors check classroom recycling
Reed Elementary School kindergarten students walked around their school on Earth Day, April 22, as “Kindergarten Recycle Auditors,” checking classroom trash cans to see if people are recycling.

Reed ASB officers constructed a giant paper mache globe with countries marked with flags to indicate how that country is helping the environment go green.
Upcoming events
Students to walk with bears at Whitman May 1
Whitman Elementary School will start its Relay for Life walk on Friday, May 1, at 2 p.m. on the upper field. The walk is in honor of Pat Correy, Whitman special adjustment teacher undergoing treatment for cancer. A parent donated 400 bears for the walk. Whitman is selling the bears for $5 each and you can carry the bear on the walk or have a student carry your bear—or buy a bear for a child who cannot afford one. Proceeds from the sale of the bears will go to the American Cancer Society.

New Paradigm awards ceremony to be held May 6

The New Paradigm awards ceremony will be held on Wednesday, May 6, at 6 p.m. in the Mt. Tahoma High School Theater, 4634 S. 74th St.

The ceremony will recognize middle and high school students who have made positive life changes and are moving toward success. A paradigm shift is a break with tradition, with old ways of thinking.

Each middle school selects four students to honor and each high school selects eight. These are students who:

· Show improvement in academic achievement, student attendance or behavior.

· Have made a significant contribution to their school and are good examples to others.

· Reflect the diversity of their school’s population.

Please contact Barbara Marshall at 253.571.1032 or Phyllis Mjorud at 253.571.1036 for more information about the event.

CAB garage sale for Tone May 8

The Central Administration Building (CAB) staff members will hold a garage sale on Friday, May 8, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. to benefit homeless students at Tone. The sale will be held in the third-floor hallway at CAB, and tables will be arranged up and down the hallway for easy access from the main entrance. 
This is CAB's first attempt at a fundraiser in the form of a large garage sale, although a small one was held in conjunction with CAB's annual holiday craft fair. Be sure to stop by. All proceeds will go directly to Tone.
Contact Barbara Marshall at 253.571.1032 for more information.
Stadium to host pass-in-review May 19

The Admiral James S. Russell Tiger Cadets from Stadium High School will host the All Puget Sound Junior ROTC Sunset Pass-in-Review on Tuesday, May 19, at 7 p.m. in the Stadium Bowl or the Stadium gymnasium if the weather is inclement. Superintendent Art Jarvis will be the reviewing officer. The Navy Band Northwest will provide the music.

A panel of judges will grade the units as they pass-in-review and will present the winning unit with a perpetual plaque to display next year and a keepsake plaque. There will also be awards for a high grade-point average for seniors in each unit.

Twelve area Junior ROTC units are scheduled to march in the review: Clover Park, Federal Way, Todd Beamer, Washington, Lakes, Curtis, Spanaway Lake and units from Tacoma Public Schools: Foss, Lincoln, Mt. Tahoma, Stadium and Wilson.

Contact CDR Alan Mandigo or CWO3 Michael Kindred at 253.571.3094 for more information.

Budget information forums to be held May 26–27

The public is invited to attend two community budget information forums on the 2009-10 fiscal year budget for the Tacoma Public Schools. These forums will be held on:

· Tuesday, May 26, at 5 p.m. in the Wilson H.S. auditorium, 1202 N. Orchard St. 

· Wednesday, May 27, at 7 p.m. in the Lincoln H.S. auditorium, 701 S. 37th St.

Please contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 if you have any questions.
Equity and Diversity
Advocacy-Activism-Action conference April 25

Advocacy-Activism-Action: On the road to Educational Justice will be held on Saturday, April 25, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Pacific Lutheran University. For details, click here.
Applause
Mt. Tahoma JROTC cadet lauded by newspaper reporter

Thank you for allowing the Fort Lewis Ranger Newspaper to cover the recent rifle and drill JROTC competition. But more important, I want to bring to your attention the actions of Cadet Anna Le. 

I have rarely met a public affairs officer who did such an outstanding job as she did. In speaking with her on the telephone, I found her to be practical yet professional. In talking with her at the competition, she again impressed me with her sense of professionalism, practicality, knowledge and maturity. 

I can think of some individuals who work in public affairs who could learn something about professionalism from this young woman. Her actions reflect very well on herself and the JROTC program at Mt. Tahoma High School.  There is no doubt in my mind that Cadet Le has a great deal to offer her country.—John Simpson, Fort Lewis Ranger Newspaper
Whitman has successful yo-yo sale
Whitman Elementary School had a very successful yo-yo sale, held April 13–17. “Whitman exceeded the dollar amount of our goal. I owe it all to the wonderful performance of the NED show,” said Nancy Johnson, Whitman parent volunteer coordinator. “Nearly two million kids a year worldwide experience this program. The assembly combines a great message with yo-yos, humor and audience participation that teaches students how to develop three valuable characteristics.” 
 

The message of the NED program is:

· Never give up. (focus, persistence)

· Encourage others. (kindness, shared learning)

· Do your best. (diligence, excellence)
For more information on the program check the Web site at www.thenedshow.

Birney students place in Flying Hands ASL competition 

Nineteen students from Birney Elementary School traveled to the Washington School for the Deaf (WSD) in Vancouver to participate in the seventh annual Flying Hands American Sign Language (ASL) poetry competition on March 26. In the early elementary category, Jadzia Ingrahm placed first and Tayler Heart placed second. In the visual art competition, Keenan Wade-Herrera won second. Ashley Mobley took first for her category.

Students from across the state came to show off their American Sign Language poetry to an audience of 100 of their peers. The students competed by school grade category. They also attended a carnival at WSD sponsored by the WSD senior class.
Mt. Tahoma senior earns $3,000 Propeller Club Scholarship

Mt. Tahoma High School senior student, Thu-Ha Truong, competed at the Port of Tacoma on April 16 for the Propeller Club Scholarship. The Propeller Club of the United States, Port of Tacoma, is a maritime industry organization that will award a first-place scholarship of $3,000 to Truong. This was a first for Mt. Tahoma. 

The competition was open to any Pierce County public high school senior, and is designed to promote and recognize outstanding citizenship and leadership in the community by high school students. Truong presented her speech and was later recognized at a dinner ceremony as the first place award winner. 
Students earn food handler’s license

Students in the Career and Technical Education (CTE) program and Community-Based Transition Program who passed their food handlers exam and earned their license are: Audrey Veon, Arsenio Dawson, Billy Howard, Michelle Davis, Ryan Steele, Catherine Wells, Samantha Grandey, Billy Thorn, Aaron Heimbecker, Kyle Miller, Marlen Carreno, Chris Prum, Tyrell Ford, Matthew Trotter, Roderick Spivey, Earle Thomson, Ellisse Carter, Arshelle Porter, Evan Johnston, Stephanie Boschee, Shannon Dewey, Ernesto Alonso, Dartanion Killian-Horace, Raheem Scott, Melinda Grey, Zack Hanson, Holley Marvin, Terrance Powell, Mario Zolezzi, Amy Cullen, Joshua Scott, Amber Willis, Jesse McDonald, Chris Dempe and Joseph Johnson.
Students illustrate a greener Tacoma

Tacoma students showed their artistic side when they entered the 2009 EnviroChallenger/EnviroKids Earth Day art contest. More than 100 students entered the contest, which asked elementary and middle school students to show what Tacoma would look like if everyone used the five Rs—reduce, reuse, recycle, respect and responsible—to keep their parks, schools, neighborhoods and city clean.

The drawings from each of the nine winners along with the runners-up can be viewed at www.cityoftacoma.org/envirokids. Also, a compilation poster of the winning pieces can be seen at the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, the Tacoma Nature Center and each of Tacoma’s public library branches. The winners are:

Grades K-2 Division:

· First place, Brett Delozier, second grade, Pt. Defiance E.S.
· Second place, Gina Garnica, second grade, Pt. Defiance E.S.
· Third place, Katie Franz, second grade, Crescent Heights E.S.
Grades 3-5 Division:

· First place, Henry Vo, third grade, DeLong E.S.
· Second place, Kylie Waddill, fifth grade, Lister E.S.
· Third place, Eduard Tekmenzhi, fifth grade, Lister E.S.
Grades 6-8 Division:

· First place, Aarjay Narayan, sixth grade, Truman M.S.
· Second place, Lisa Vo, sixth grade, Hunt M.S.
· Third place, Larisa Trimble, sixth grade, Hunt M.S.

The EnviroChallenger program teaches free environmental lessons—with a mix of science, social responsibility and fun—to Tacoma’s public, private and home-schooled students in grades two through eight. They learn about water quality, recycling, the plight of Northwest salmon, and how their own behaviors can help make our surroundings greener and cleaner. 
Hunt thanks office staff

The staff at Hunt Middle School would like to extend a huge thank you to our fabulous office staff members who make sure our school runs smoothly. To Jackie Canley, our counseling coordinator, whose diligence always makes sure our grades are completed on-time. To Mary Fisher, our office assistant, who always greets visitors with a great smile and “May I help you?” To Cindy Cail, our attendance coordinator, who keeps track of our students and honors parent’s request for homework even though the reception is not always warm. To Barb Bussey, our stupendous office coordinator, who is always willing to answer a simple question or show us how to complete the numerous forms for field trips, copy materials, etc. and still does it with a smile. Our school would not function properly without you. We appreciate all you do! 
Professional development
Master’s degree programs for teachers start this spring 
Lesley University is currently accepting applications for master’s degree programs in Technology in Education, C&I with Specialization in Literacy: Language, Reading and Writing, and C&I Integrated Teaching Through the Arts. These programs are targeted to start in 2009. Classes will take place at locations around the Seattle area. Financial aid is available.  

Programs are delivered in a convenient weekend-hybrid format that immerses teachers in a supportive local professional learning community, taking courses from Lesley faculty members who come to Seattle. Complete the 33 semester credit program in less than two years. 
All teachers are invited to attend information sessions to learn more information about these programs. Please check the Lesley Web site at www.lesley.edu for a location in your area or contact Northwest Regional Director Carla Borovicka at cborovic@lesley.edu or call 866.600.3245. Applications will be accepted online at www.lesley.edu/apply. The application fee will be waived through April 30. Check the Web site at www.lesley.edu/washington for more information.
Environmental Educators Institute to be held in May and July 
Environmental Educators Institutes will be held May 14–15 and July 29–30 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Northwest Stream Center in Snohomish County’s McCollum Park, 600 128th St. S.E., Everett, WA 98208.
The Rediscovery Environmental Educators Institute with Thom Henley offers educators a rare opportunity to fully immerse themselves in experiential learning skills, to develop keener insights into cross-cultural understanding and to discover new ways to bring environmental concepts and lessons into the classroom. Thom will draw from his extensive travel experiences and 30 years of working with youth on Rediscovery programs (www.rediscovery.org) to provide an indoor/outdoor workshop that is both insightful and stimulating.

Combining fun with learning, participants will explore:
· Skills for bonding a group and overcoming initial shyness
· The history and theory behind outdoor experiential education
· The seven basic concepts of ecology and group activities that demonstrate each
· Energy burner activities to prepare hyperactive groups for more formal studies
· Acclimatization exercises that help us all connect intimately, in heart-felt ways, with the natural world
· Activities that expand our level of cross-cultural awareness and sensitivity for working in multi-cultural classrooms

Environmental educators, K-12 teachers, park rangers, zoo and nature camp counselors, Boys/Girls Club counselors, scout leaders, YMCA/YWCA counselors, home-school teachers, 4-H leaders, parents—anyone who works with youth and different cultures—can attend these institutes. Click here for details.
Tech tip

Seven tips for taking a good picture

Our goal as educators is to create lifelong learners for our students. Have you ever taken an under or over exposed picture due to poor lighting, out of focus or just an ordinary photo? Here are some helpful tips in helping that normal snapshot out of the ordinary.
For the video from last week’s Webucator:
www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/departments/it/Pages/BlendingMode.aspx
and for the image files which currently reside on our IT web page titled “Blending Mode Images - Zip File”

www.tacoma.k12.wa.us/information/departments/it/Pages/default.aspx
Health tips
Time to de-stress lives

April is Stress Awareness Month. It’s time for spring cleaning, so it’s a good time to detox our working and business lives. Click here for more information on de-stressing.
Community opportunities

Trufant Family Foundation Celebration May 16

The sixth annual Trufant Family Foundation Celebration will be held on Saturday, May 16, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Al Davies Branch, Boys & Girls Club, 1620 S. 17th St., Tacoma.

The event includes: autograph sessions with the Seahawks from 1 to 2 p.m.; performances by the Blue Thunder drumline and Sea Gals, carnival activities and a football toss with Marcus Trufant. The performances will be held from 12:30 to 2 p.m.

Admission is $5 at the door. Visit the Web site at www.trufantfamilyfoundation.com for more information.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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The Washington-Hoyt PTA has sponsored a sock hop and dinner for several years. Students and parents alike dress in “poodle” skirts or jeans and white shirts. Some wear saddle shoes. Hula hoops contests are popular, too.
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Browns Point E.S. held a career day with many parents and community members sharing their professions with the students. 
Careers represented included flight attendant, artist, architect, longshoreman, locomotive driver, landscape designer, medical professional and foreign service employee.
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Reed E.S. kindergartners are part of a recycle audit patrol to check to see whether classrooms are recycling. ASB students, bottom, made a large paper mache globe with flags indicating how a country is “going green.”
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Whitman E.S. held its volunteer appreciation ice cream social on April 22. Volunteers ranged from high school students to retired community members, including local children’s book author Rushton Howard, seated with Nancy Johnson, Whitman volunteer coordinator.
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Sherman E.S. held its volunteer appreciation lunch recently. The week of April 19–25 is Public School Volunteer Week.
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First Creek Middle School is taking shape and will open this fall. Guy Overman, top center photo, explains to school board members and administrators how First Creek differs from Giaudrone M.S.

Photos from top to bottom include views of the commons area, a classroom, the library and administration area. 
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At the April 23 school board meeting, two girls in the American Sign Language (ASL) classes at Mt. Tahoma H.S. demonstrate singing using ASL, top. Stewart M.S. students receive a $500 check for their entry in the CEFPI School of the Future design competition, middle. Bryant Montessori students on the Peace Committee talk about their recent Pennies for Peace campaign that raised about $8,000 for schools for children in remote areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan, bottom.
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