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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to Remember
Nov. 21–Dec. 18: Optional enrollment applications accepted

Nov. 22: National Family Volunteer Day
Nov. 23–29: National Family Week
Nov. 24: 12:01 p.m., school board meeting (note time, day change)

Nov. 27–28: Thanksgiving break, no school
Nov. 28: Benefits open enrollment period ends

Dec. 6: Jefferson E.S. holiday bazaar, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Dec. 7: Pearl Harbor Day
Dec. 12: CAB Craft Bazaar, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., third floor at CAB

Dec. 16: Gray Middle School Alumni Celebration, 6–8 p.m., 3109 S. 60th St.

Dec. 17: Wilson H.S. “Believe” performance, 7 p.m., Wilson auditorium, free
Please note: Webucator will not be published the week of Thanksgiving.

News and updates


Larchmont participates in record-setting sport stacking 

On Thursday, Nov. 13, 365 students at Larchmont Elementary School participated in a Stack Up! Day, joining hundreds of groups throughout the United States—and at least 25 other countries—in setting a new world record by having the largest number of participants in Sport Stacking (cup stacking) in one day. Larchmont was the only school in Tacoma that entered the event. Sponsored by the World Sport Stacking Association, the one-day event broke the previous record by more than 50,000. 

The third annual STACK UP! event was held in conjunction with Guinness World Records Day 2008. The unofficial count to set a new Guinness World Record continues to climb as verification forms come into the World Sport Stacking Association (WSSA). The number to beat is 143,530. Check the WSSA Web site at /www.worldsportstackingassociation.org for current counts.
Continued
Family Volunteer Day is Nov. 22

HandsOn Network, generated by Points of Light Institute and The Walt Disney Company, presents Family Volunteer Day on Saturday, Nov. 22. This annual day of service, held on the Saturday before Thanksgiving, is designed to demonstrate the power of families who choose to volunteer together to support the communities in which they live and serve. Volunteering as a family:

· Provides quality time for busy families, 
· Strengthens family communication and bonds, 
· Allows family members to be role models and
· Positively impacts local communities across the nation.
Family volunteering is a hands-on way to teach children the values of kindness, compassion, tolerance, community responsibility and good citizenship. Excerpted from the Service Learning Web site. 
Family literacy program needs volunteers

The family literacy program at the Madison school site serves about 55 low-income, low-education-level families. The program offers basic education, English as a Second Language and effective parenting classes as well as family support to raise the education level of the entire family by working with the adults while their children are in school. The literacy program needs volunteers to help adults learn better. If you speak English, have basic computer skills, like people and/or want to help, call 253.571.1811.
 

There are many ways to volunteer! Check out these possibilities:
· On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., program staff members could use your help as people learn to use the computers to study.
· They also need someone who would like to tutor one-on-one with very low-level learners anytime Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

· Fridays from about 9 to 10:15 a.m., the staff members need as many volunteers as possible to help coach English conversation groups. Questions are provided for conversations.
· Do you like children? The family literacy program’s class for two to four-year-olds could use extra help daily. You can read to children, play games, build puzzles—anything that encourages word use.

District holiday bazaars to be held 
· Dec. 6: Jefferson Elementary School will hold its Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 6, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
· Dec. 12: The CAB Craft Bazaar will be held Dec. 12, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Schools get new phone, fax numbers

· Truman Middle School: main phone, 253.571.5600; fax, 253.571.5680.

· Geiger Elementary School: main phone, 263.571.6800; fax, 253.571.6850.

· McKinley Elementary School: main phone, 253.571.4340; fax, 253.571.4342, starting Dec. 1.

· New Gray Middle School: main phone, 253.571.5200; fax, 253.571.5201, starting Dec. 1. (The old Gray number will refer to new number starting Dec. 19. Administrators will begin working in the new school on Dec. 22.) 

Manitou Park holds Math-nificent Night
The Math-nificent Night at Manitou Park Elementary School on Nov. 12 from 5–7 p.m. was a huge success, and families enjoyed an evening of playing math games together and learning new fun ways to teach kids math at home.

Manitou purchased the math games from the Math & Stuff store in Seattle. The school bought $1,000 worth of math games two weeks prior to the event and Manitou’s fourth-grade students spent several days learning to play many of the games. The other Manitou Park students spent part of the day on Nov. 12 going room to room to learn the math games appropriate for their grade level. “Fourth graders were the math teachers that day,” said Vickie Erb, Manitou Park office coordinator. “They did a great job and have a new appreciation for what teachers go through. We all know how much work that can be!” 
Continued
Wilson choirs to present “Believe”

The Wilson High School Choral Department will present “Believe” on Wednesday, Dec. 17, at 7 p.m. in the school auditorium. The concert is free and open to the public.

“Believe” will feature the CenterStage Jazz Choir, Mixed Choir, Concert Choir and selected soloists. The Scintillation Show Choir will give a rousing performance of “Hairspray.”

The grand finale will include Wilson alumni joining the Mass Choir to perform the “Hallelujah Gospel Chorus.” The choirs are under the direction of Wendy L. Shepherd.

Contact Shepherd at 253.571.6156 for more information.

United Way contributions continue to increase

As of Nov. 21, $70,580 has been raised in the 2008 United Way campaign. The campaign ends on Monday, Dec. 8, so there is still time to pledge if you have not done so. The district hopes all employees will pledge something, no matter the amount, to help those in need in our community. 

Last year, the district raised almost $108,000. The goal this year is to follow that with even more success. District employees may pledge online or by completing a paper form. Weekly e-mail reminders will be sent from the Tacoma Public Schools United Way Campaign to employees who have not had the opportunity to pledge yet. 

If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Doss in the Public Information office at 253.571.1015, or by e-mail at kdoss@tacoma.k12.wa.us.
Artis shares military career with McIlvaigh
McIlvaigh Middle School’s Veterans Day assembly held on Monday, Nov. 10, was one of the greatest in recent history of the school. Several students shared their stories as children of parents who are currently serving in the military. 

Our keynote speaker, Gregg Artis, a retired  U.S. Air Force master sergeant, is currently a member of the McIlvaigh staff. Artis shared his experience as a military solider, which included several missions in Italy, Japan, Guam, Iraq, Korea, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, just to name a few. In addition, Artis spoke candidly about what prompted him to join the Air Force. He answered questions from the audience members who were inspired by his testimony.   

Artis clearly stated that his mission was to serve his country as an active duty solider in Operation Desert Storm (1990) in Saudi Arabia, Operation Southern Watch (1992) in Bahrain and Operation Desert Shield (1992) in Iraq. His final call to duty was at McChord Air Force Base from 1999 until he retired in 2002. His service to the U.S. Air Force spanned over 21 years. McIlvaigh salutes this outstanding, charismatic, and brave military veteran.

Sheridan MESA students build towers of straws
Forty Sheridan students in grades two through five meet once a week on Thursday afternoons to explore the wonderful world of Math, Engineering and Science Achievement (MESA). Facilitated by staff members and volunteers from Pacific Lutheran University, this program fosters a sense of excitement and exploration in Sheridan’s very enthusiastic learners.

A recent task was for students to build the tallest free-standing tower possible in 20 minutes using only 36 inches of masking tape and 50 plastic drinking straws. Working in multi-age level groups of three or four, Sheridan engineers-in-training bended, folded and taped their way to towering feats of architectural expression—some of their towers rising to almost two meters in height! Afterwards, they compared designs and discussed what worked and what did not. Then the students documented their learning experience in their own MESA journals.

Students are eagerly anticipating future activities and projects slated for completion like building and testing out catapults. Congratulations Sheridan MESA scientists! You are well on your way to science success!
Wainwright votes for ASB on Nov. 4

Wainwright Elementary School elected their officers for ASB on Nov. 4. Many classes had practiced voting using the kits provided by the Pierce County Auditor’s Office. Wainwright staff members decided to hold the ASB voting on the national election day because of the intense interest students had in the presidential election.  

Vetri exhibit features HART students’ work

Vetri International Glass in Tacoma is holding a special exhibition showcasing the work of three promising young artists from the Hilltop Artists in Residence Tacoma (HART) program. The show will be on display through Feb. 8, 2009. An opening reception was held on Saturday, Nov. 15.

Vetri International Glass and the Hilltop Artists in Residence have teamed up to provide the Hilltop students an experience with the business side of the art world—a subject often overlooked in arts education programs. After meeting with gallery representatives Sarah Traver and Rosie Daniel, the students were asked to send portfolios to the gallery proposing an exhibition of their work, an intimidating process for artists at any stage in their career. Trenton Quiocho, Gnoulim Ninhnapah and Jake Merritt, who work together as glassblowers on the HART production team, were selected to be featured in this season's exhibition.  
Continued

Applause and recognition
Whittier highlights veterans’ interviews

Thanks to veterans from Narrows Glen senior living center in Tacoma, the students, staff and family members at Whittier Elementary School celebrated Veterans Day a little differently. The Nov. 10 assembly involved fifth graders interviewing and videotaping the veterans to get a better understanding of Veterans Day through the veterans’ experiences. The students produced a slide-show introducing the veterans at the assembly, and later showed a short 17-minute video highlighting the veterans’ stories and students’ reflection of the process. 
Continued
McIlvaigh thanks many for special services

· McIlvaigh Middle School would like to thank Margaret Ohlson and her staff for their assistance in the room preparation for our new program “Fitness and Nutrition.” The crew came out and removed materials that were no longer usable and now we are able to conduct class in a safe and efficient manner!
· Online Grading is finally at McILvaigh. The process of walk-around reporting is no longer the norm at McIlvaigh. Our staff and families are enjoying having the opportunity to use on-line grades. This is a new and exciting way for parents to stay informed about their student’s academic progress at all times and this dynamic tool is a new way for parents to dialogue with staff members when academic concerns arise. Many thanks to Pat Cummings and his department for their creative insight and to Lance Cadena for his hard work in training our staff on the use of this very resourceful tool.

· McIlvaigh hosted its second annual SES Provider Fair on Oct. 22 with more than 100 families in attendance. Principal Kathy Boyd welcomed the group and turned the event over to Bob Crain, Title 1 program specialist, who did an outstanding job with giving directions to the group. Many thanks to the McIlvaigh staff members who were on hand to give assistance where needed and special thanks to Colleen Cline, school counselor, who made a special effort to be in attendance at the event.  We also wish to recognize and acknowledge our interpreters Sovann Traluch, Pengkay Rim, Isabel Grillet and Aurora Cassatt.

Foss recognized by Gates Scholars program

Donna Phan, a recent graduate of Foss High School, was selected as a 2008 Gates Millennium Scholar and is attending Whitman College. Because of her selection, Foss was recognized for providing outstanding educational and leadership opportunities that prepare students for college access and for contributing to the development of Leaders for America’s Future. 
Gault's Campus Life students help at the rescue mission

Gault Middle School’s Campus Life/Youth for Christ students put caring into action by serving dinner to the homeless twice a month at the Tacoma Rescue Mission. One eighth grader said, "It makes me feel so happy and good inside to help." 

Lenora Olsen, Gault paraeducator, said, "I love bringing the students there and letting them have an opportunity to serving in our community. Their eagerness to help is fun to watch. The look on their faces is priceless as they serve.”  
Gazelles leap at chance to go to the theater 

Nov. 4 was an amazing day at the theater for Gault Middle School students and staff. The seventh graders loaded the bus at the start of the day and headed to the Pantages for a special CSI Science presentation sponsored by Intel. Students learned about the powers of observation and critical analysis. Together with the cast of the production, students worked to solve a mystery.  

Hunt staff and students pledge to be drug-free

Hunt Middle School staff and students participated in Red Ribbon Week by making a pledge to be drug-free. More than 300 students and staff participated by signing a banner that is displayed in the lunchroom pledging to be drug-free and were awarded red ribbons. This event was made possible through the leadership of  Terry Schores, student assistance program and our ASB members, advised by Kathleen Pickett. Great job, Scotties! —Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S.
Hunt’s Veterans Day had “the crowd going” 

Hunt Middle School recently held a Veterans Day assembly with performances by its choir and band members and Foss’ ROTC color guard. The arrangement of songs to honor Hunt’s veterans was organized by David Bee, music director.  Several staff members remarked “this was one of the best performances ever” and students stated, “it had the crowd going.”  Perfect way to honor the veterans! —

Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S.
Washington-Hoyt thanks Bannon
Thank you goes to Emily Bannon, district instructional facilitator, for attending Washington-Hoyt Elementary School’s Coffee with the Principal on Friday, Nov. 7, and speaking about the updates with Instructional Technology in the Tacoma School District. Parents who attended also had the opportunity to observe the new laptop lab in use in a fourth-grade classroom—a beautiful sight to see each student with a laptop on his or her desk engaged in learning and writing—as well as a second-grade classroom in the computer lab signing in and taking an Accelerated Reader test. 
Continued
Tech Tips

Reasons to use camera and projector remotes

Here are some reasons to use your document camera and digital projector remotes:

10. Zoom in the projector and use the arrows when projecting your computer image to emphasize something small or indicate a specific point.
9. Press ESC to reset the projector image (quickly zoom back out to original 100 percent).
8. Freeze the projector image to hold that image while you do something else.
7. Press A/V Mute to remove your projected image temporarily and show a black or blue screen—it is a great way to grab the attention of your audience.
6. Zoom in the document camera and use the arrows to emphasize a certain area, item, part, etc. under the camera.
5. Use Zoom Reset to quickly return to 100 percent, a favorite when flipping through playback images of textbooks/literature.
4. Freeze the document camera to hold the image while you teach (great with books, live items like crayfish or your fingers pointing at a line or part of an object).
3. Press Capture to take digital pictures of anything under the camera (to later download to your PC or Mac).
2. Set the Timer on your document camera and zoom in the projector for a larger time display for your audience (the timer counts down, then counts back up).
1. The top reason: Let your students use the remotes so they can best present and share their work and learning.
With the delivery of the document cameras and digital projectors, teachers received a user’s manual with frequently asked questions, diagrams of the remote controls and more. Please refer to that booklet if you require additional information.
Please also visit the Online Tutorials section of our Instructional Technology Web site found at www.tpsit.org for more questions and answers. You can find a Quick Reference Guide for your AVerVision 300AF document camera and remote control here:

www.avermedia-usa.com/presentation/downloads/300AFplus_Quick_Reference.pdf
Common keyboard shortcuts for your PC

ctrl+A (select all)

ctrl+V (paste)

ctrl+B (bold)

ctrl+S (save)

ctrl+C (copy)

ctrl+Z (undo)

ctrl+I (italics)

ctrl+P (print)

ctrl+X (cut)

ctrl+Y (redo)

ctrl+U (underline)

ctrl+N (new)

alt+F4 (quit/close active window)

fn+F4 (send signal to the projector/another monitor or display)

(+D (minimize all windows; show desktop)

(+L (lock workstation; remain logged in)

Health and Wellness

Enrollment for benefits open through Nov. 28

The benefits open enrollment period will end Nov. 28. If you want to change or add district benefits, you must do so by this deadline. For more information, contact The Sound Partnership at 253.571.1240.
Call nurse advice lines for help 
A nurse advice line is like having your own nurse at home. Registered nurses help you understand health issues and treatment options, review specific questions to ask your providers, offer insights into current research on treatments and diagnostic procedures, and explain the risks and benefits of various options. While a nurse advisor usually cannot diagnose, prescribe or give medical advice, they do empower you to make informed decisions and give you the support and information you need to maximize your care. 
Continued
Commute trip reduction

Wheel Options reduces 31,446 pounds of carbon dioxide 

Congratulations on another successful Wheel Options Campaign—2,637 entries with 571,746 miles not driven during this campaign and 31,446 pounds of carbon dioxide reduced in Pierce County. For a list of fall 2008 Pierce County prize winners, check the Web site at www.PierceTrips.com. Check out the other statewide winners at www.WheelOptions.org
Professional development

Admin internship meeting to be Dec. 8

There will be an interest meeting for all staff members who want to apply to do their administrative internship during 2009-10 in the Tacoma Public Schools. The meeting will be held at the Central Administration Building auditorium on Dec. 8, from 4:15–5:15 p.m. 

Contact Kelly Raymond, director, Professional Development, at 253.571.1061, for more information.
Community opportunities
Boys & Girls Club to stage holiday show Dec. 5   

The Lakewood Boys & Girls Club’s drama department and the Lakeview Hope Academy will present “Twas the Night Before Christmas” on Friday, Dec. 5, at 5:30 p.m. in the academy’s cafeteria. Club members and staff will stage this production.
First Night coordinator seeks volunteers

First Night is in 49 days, and the event needs a multitude of volunteers to make First Night a success. You can attend one of the soon-to-be-scheduled volunteer roundups to learn more and sign up for a shift. Otherwise, you can e-mail the new volunteer coordinator, Miranda Sellman (firstnighttacoma@gmail.com), to volunteer. First Night volunteers receive a free button, which allows you to get into the venues, and a free shirt the night of the event.  


Volunteers are needed to assist the night of the event and help in a variety of functions from working with the parade, serving as button checkers and festival rovers, setting up and tearing down, helping technical assistance and more. 

Education sessions are in the planning mode, and will likely be held at King's Books once again. Once the dates and times are set, you will be able to stop by anytime First Night staff members are there to get more information or sign up for a shift. Your help is needed to continue this community celebration in historic downtown Tacoma. If you have any questions, please contact Miranda Sellman at firstnighttacoma@gmail.com.
HART to hold glass sales Dec. 12 and 13

Hilltop Artists in Residence (HART) will hold its VIP event on Friday, Dec. 12, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Jason Lee Middle School hot shop and gymnasium, 602 N. Sprague Ave. Each person who has donated $100 or more in 2008 will be able to come to the HART VIP event and buy glass art prior to the general public sale. If you have not donated yet, you can send your gift today or donate at the door.


In addition to the opportunity to purchase glass art, the HART staff members are adding some new events this year, including the opportunity to purchase a bead-making lesson and a chance to help make your own holiday ornament. There will also be exciting demonstrations, special guests and warm holiday treats. 

 
Beat the crowds for the holiday glass sale on Saturday, Dec. 13. You do not have to wait in line to get in; you can arrive at 7 a.m. and pick up a numbered ticket, then return again by 9 a.m. Guests will be admitted in the order of the tickets. Celebrate the season while supporting the hot shop’s wonderful young artists.

Hilltop Artists in Residence is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization that relies on public and private donations. Purchase beautiful holiday gifts while supporting youth in our community. All proceeds go directly to fund program costs, including student scholarships and supplies and materials.

For more information or to make a donation, please contact HART at 253.571.7670 or e-mail info@hilltopartists.org. You can also visit the Web site at www.hilltopartists.org.
Nominate volunteers for City of Destiny awards

Forms are now available to nominate volunteers for the City of Tacoma’s 23rd annual City of Destiny Awards. Nominations will be accepted through Jan. 19, 2009. These yearly honors promote the importance of community service and recognize individuals and groups who make outstanding contributions in Tacoma.


Nominations will be accepted in the following individual and group categories:
· Leadership: Individual leadership that inspires others to help meet a need in the community. Awarded to one adult and one youth (up to 18 years of age).

· Sustained Service: Dedicated service performed by an individual for an extended period of time that benefits the community. 

· Youth Service: Dedicated service performed by an individual for a period of time that benefits the community. Nominee up to 18 years of age.

· Neighborhood Group or Community Partnership: Honors a group of volunteers that demonstrates teamwork in a project that benefits the community. 

· Corporation or Business: Honors a corporation or business instrumental in developing or supporting community programs. Requirements for this category include a program that’s initiated by management, has voluntary participation and demonstrates the involvement of employees in community activities. 

· Employee Group or Union Group: Honors employees of businesses, unions or governmental entities instrumental in developing or supporting community or environmental programs. Requirements for this category include a program that’s initiated by employees, has voluntary participation and demonstrates the involvement of employees in community activities. 

· Youth/Young Adult Group: Dedicated service performed by a youth or young adult group for a period of time that benefits the community. Nominees up to 18 years of age.
· Environmental Sustainability: Honors groups or individuals dedicated to improving, conserving or protecting the environment. This category is open to all ages.
Continued
Panasonic School Change Awards accepting nominations

Nominations are being accepted for the Panasonic National School Change Awards which recognize schools that have significantly changed for the better. Each year, six schools are selected and presented a $5,000 check. In addition, each school’s principal will be a guest speaker for the National Principals Leadership Institute. A local awards ceremony will be conducted at each school site, and the school will be involved in a national research project.
Application materials must be received by March 4, 2009. Visit the Panasonic National School Change Awards Web site at www.npli.org/nsca for more information and applications. Also you can contact Jason Benjamin, nominations coordinator for the awards, at 212.524.4616, ext. 601, or e-mail him at jbenjamin@npli.org.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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BJ’s Bingo in Fife provided new fleece-lined jackets in the school colors to every student at Lister E.S. Lister has nearly 400 students. The school name is embroidered on the front.
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Larchmont E.S. students participated in a record-setting Stack Up! event that included 25 countries on Nov. 13. 
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Manitou Park E.S. held a Math-nificent Night at which parents and students tried out math games and learning new ways to teach math at home.
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McIlvaigh M.S.’s Veterans Day assembly highlighted veteran and staff member Greg Artis, top. Eighth grader Pedro Rivera shared stories about being a child of a parent currently in the military.
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A Whittier E.S. student signs the Pledge of Allegiance during the school’s Veterans Day assembly.
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MESA students at Sheridan E.S. build towers of 50 drinking straws and masking tape. 

Quick Links
· Event Calendar
· Job openings
· News & Information
· Policies & Procedures
· Professional Development
· Staff classifieds
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