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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to remember
May 29: Gault closing celebration, 5–8 p.m.
May 30: Aqua-rama, Stadium H.S., 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 

June 1: TSOTA graduation, Pantages Theater, 6 p.m.
June 3: Kathryn Indovina retirement celebration, Stadium H.S.

June 4: CTE construction careers information session, 4 p.m., Lincoln H.S.

June 4: Washington-Hoyt Celebration of Learning, 5:30 p.m.

June 4: Hunt M.S. 50th anniversary celebration, 6 p.m.
June 5: Kermit Berge retirement party, 3-5 p.m., CAB auditorium

June 6: Birney E.S. rummage sale and car wash, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

June 6: Stafford E.S. Open Door art festival, 11 a.m.–3 p.m. 

June 7: Latino Education Alliance’s 10th recognition ceremony honoring Latino students                      3 p.m., Mt. Tahoma High School, 4634 S. 74th St.

June 9: High school graduations: Foss, 4:30 p.m.; Stadium, 8 p.m., Tacoma Dome

June 10: High school graduations: Lincoln, 2:30 p.m.; Wilson, 5:30 p.m.; Mt. Tahoma, 8:30 p.m., Tacoma Dome

June 11: Karen Fynboe retirement party, 4–5:30 p.m., Washington-Hoyt auditorium

June 11: School board meeting, 6 p.m., CAB auditorium, fourth floor

June 12: District retirement party, 3–5 p.m., CAB auditorium, fourth floor

June 12: McIlvaigh celebrates 45 years of history, 6–9 p.m.
Board updates

May 28 school board updates 

The board recognized graduating seniors who were named as National Merit Program Scholars, WAVE Scholars, Washington Scholars and Gates Millennium Scholars, and the Shading Tree Foundation for donating more than $5,000 for the Tone Resource Center for district homeless students.

At its May 28 meeting, the board:

Approved:

· The agreement between the Tacoma School District No. 10 and the Tacoma Principals Association effective, July 1, 3009, through June 30, 2012. There will be no salary increase for principals. Superintendent Art Jarvis publicly thanked the principals for deferring pay increases a year and supporting that concept.
· The adoption of the core materials for 6-12 social studies 
· The submission of an Early Learning AmeriCorps grant
· The purchase of rekeying services from Washington Architecture Hardware 
· The video taping of school board meetings

Adopted:
· Resolution No. 1842, certifying that the new Baker Middle School will be new in lieu of modernization of the old Baker Middle School and that the old Baker will not be used for future instructional purposes and will be demolished.
· Resolution No. 1843, certifying that the construction of a new Baker Middle School on the Baker Middle School site will not create or aggravate racial imbalance.
· Resolution No. 1844, requesting a one-year waiver for grades K-12 from the State Board of Education for WAC 180-16-215 for the minimum 180-day school year for the Tacoma Public Schools. The district is requesting three waiver days which would bring the student year to 177 days. 

Emmy Murphy, a second-grade teacher at Washington-Hoyt Elementary School, talked about the school’s recycling program and the $300 Terry Husseman Sustainable Schools Award the school received from the state Department of Ecology for its Green Schools program. 

Board President Kim Golding announced that the PTA award for the Outstanding Educator went to Christine Koval at Truman Middle School.

The superintendent and administrators updated the board on:

· Science and Math Institute (SAMI) enrollment. The 140 students have been selected and a waitlist has been started. The students come from middle schools throughout the district and homeschoolers. Fifty-three percent of the students are minority students.

· School enrollment. The district has worked to bring the student populations at Edison and Manitou Park under 600 and the student count at Arlington above 300. Sheridan E.S.’s student body is more than 600, and the district will continue to address the enrollment issue of schools whose count is too high or too low.

· Green schools. The district is using performance contracting which will guarantee savings over time. 
· Budget. There is no new news on the district budget. Due to the cost saving measures the district has been implementing, it should be in stable condition for several years to come. 

The next regular board meeting will be held Thursday, June 11, at 6 p.m. 
News and updates
Denny Hurtado speaks at Native American graduation 
Although the number of Native American graduates in the Class of 2009 total just 26, the ceremony honoring these students was important and meaningful. The Tacoma Public Schools Indian Education Coordinator David Syth, Crow, said the graduates belong to 16 tribes of the nearly 100 tribes represented in the Tacoma student population. 

Denny Hurtado, Skokomish, program supervisor with the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) Indian Education program, gave the keynote address. He told the graduates, “The most important things are relationships with people and the earth—relationships are the key to all you will do in life.” He stressed that people need to take care of the earth and they will see the impacts if they do not.
Hurtado said there were six key values to incorporate in their lives and relationships: respect, generosity, honesty, love and humor. He said, “When we develop relationships with people, then the trust begins to develop. When there is trust, good things begin to happen.”
The Chief Leschi elementary dancers and drum group performed several dances and sang the opening and closing songs under the direction of Teresa Harvey and Eir Van-Kleece.
Each graduate present at the May 27 ceremony honored a special teacher and presented him/her with a blanket.
Graduating seniors received a Native American drum with the Indian Education logo painted on it, a blanket, a dream catcher and a framed certificate. Superintendent Art Jarvis and Indian Education staff members presented the graduates with the gifts. The students also received a hooded sweatshirt with the Indian Education logo and the tribes represented by the graduates.
Master of ceremonies was Arnold Littlehead. Parent Advisory Council (PAC) Elder DeWayne Martin, Santee Sioux, led the opening and closing of the ceremony. PAC members presenting gifts included President Winona Stevens, Ho-Chunk, and Vice President Teresa Bingham, White Earth Chippewa.
Indian Education specialists assisting Syth were Martha Sherman, George Brooker and Myrna Fisher. 

For a list of graduates, click here.

Students speak French at Sheridan’s Café Francais 
The Sheridan Elementary School’s French Family (1-5 grades) celebrated its annual Café Français on May 21. Many parents, PTA members and community volunteers showed up to help run the Café, Art Gallery (where students sold their original work for Euros), games and activities such as French Bingo, Pin the Ear on Van Gogh, Mardi Gras dress-up and French-themed face painting. Brocante, a second-hand store with toys, games and books, was also featured.  
Students had to speak in French to spend the Euros they had been earning the past month in their classes by returning homework on time and demonstrating positive in-class behavior. French language students from Stewart Middle School and high school French students from Annie Wright worked as cashiers, bankers and wait staff.  
Sheridan’s staff members were so proud of the French spoken by all the French Family students at Sheridan as they sold, bought and bartered their way through this wonderful day.
Pen pal event readies students for First Creek opening
Hard work, late hours and stressful last-minute adjustments paid off for organizers Deb Sanford at Gault Middle School and Ruth Knighten at McIlvaigh Middle School who collaborated to bring hundreds of Eastside students together in a pen pal meet-and-greet event in preparation for the opening of First Creek Middle School. Brenda Buck (Gault) and Kimberly Martin (McIlvaigh) coordinated a letter exchange between the two middle schools to plant the seeds of friendship early.
Sixth- and seventh-grade students and staff gathered together to play soccer, volleyball or wiffleball, swim, run the inflatable obstacle course, and more as the sun shone brightly on these new classmates. Participants and staff cheered for one another while students like Gault's Leo Olick asked around in a relentless pursuit to locate the McIlvaigh pen pal with whom he has been corresponding. 
McIlvaigh's Shamar Wilson and Leo were among the many pen pals united at the event. When the announcement was made that it was time for the meet-and-greet to end, pen pals gave each other hugs, some cried, but smiles appeared through the tears when they were reminded they would be together again next month. 
In June, these same students will travel to Camp Solomon Schechter where new friendships will continue to flourish and bloom as students cultivate a new identity as First Creek Eagles. 
Lawson to launch June 8

June 8 is rapidly approaching—the date when the new Lawson Go Live HR/payroll system will launch. The new HR/Payroll system will launch at the beginning of June. There will be a few changes to the look of your June 20 pay check or stub for classified staff and July 1 for certificated staff.
Lawson is an integrated, Web-based system that is accessed through a portal using your Internet browser from the district’s network. TPS will utilize the Lawson system to perform its payroll, human resources, finance, procurement, budget, professional development, athletics and benefits functions. Lawson allows the district to securely store and manage employee information such as addresses, benefit enrollments, emergency contacts, education, assignments, contracts, certifications and more.

This transition will enable TPS to accurately and efficiently track and process all information associated with employees. For more information, click here.
Construction careers information session June 4

Students interested in construction careers and their families are invited to participate in an information session on Thursday, June 4, at 4 p.m. in the Industrial Technology Building at Lincoln High School. Interested students could begin the application process to take the Career and Technical Education (CTE) construction trades/carpentry class next year. 

In keeping with the obligation to provide Tacoma Public Schools students with skills useful and necessary after high school graduation, the district will have a CTE construction trades /carpentry class at Lincoln High School next school year. The goal of the class is to provide skills necessary for entry into a craft union. 
This class will be a full year long, and will be a two-period block class during fifth and sixth periods. Hands-on building projects will be interspersed with instruction in specific trade skills by trade union trainers. For example, an electrician will teach and oversee the wiring on a given project. Mathematics as used in the trades will be a large component of class work. At this point, the district is exploring the possibility of equivalency credit for the math portion of the curriculum.

Due to space and safety considerations, enrollment in the construction trades class will be limited to 24 students. This class is open to all 11th- and 12th-grade students in the Tacoma Public Schools. Students from schools other than Lincoln will be responsible for providing their own transportation to and from Lincoln. An application process, including personal interviews, will assure that students understand the commitment expected prior to entering the class.  

Contact Jack McCarley by e-mailing him at jmccarl@tacoma.k12.wa.us or calling  253.571.6782.

For information about the benefits of a career in construction in Pierce County, go to www.buildingyourcareer.com. 
Upcoming events
Gault to celebrate end of era May 29

Gault families and alumni are invited share an evening of entertainment, nostalgia and inspiration, featuring tours, performances and speakers on Friday, May 29, as Gault Middle School prepares to close and end an era. The celebration will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. Gault opened its doors to students in 1929 at 115 E. Division Lane.
Come say hello to old friends and goodbye to Gault. Tours will begin at 5 p.m. with entertainment, speakers and refreshments to follow at 6 p.m. 

Special guests and activities include:

· Former Principal Charolotte Carr

· A musical selection sung by Jamelia Payne

· Dancers: The Pacific Islander Girls

· A slide show of the history of Gault

· Yearbooks and photos from the last 83 years on display

· The opportunity to buy the last of Gault’s collectible gear

 

Gault’s choir will serenade us as we prepare to begin a new chapter on the Eastside at First Creek Middle School. 
Contact Rhonda Tabron at 253.571.4035 for more information.  

Hunt to celebrate 50th anniversary June 4 

Community members, current and former students, staff members and families are invited to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Hunt Middle School on Thursday, June 4. The celebration will begin at 6 p.m. in the Commons at Hunt, 6501 S. 10th St.

  

Please contact eighth-grade teacher Dawn Baughman at 253.571.2406 or Principal Mary Chapman at 253.571.2400 for more information.

Washington-Hoyt to host celebration of learning June 4

Washington-Hoyt Elementary School will host its annual “Celebration of Learning” on Thursday, June 4. The Washington basement will be turned into an art gallery featuring student art from working with Artist-in-Residence Meredith Essex, and “In Touch with Art” parent docents. All classrooms will be open to parents and the public, and will feature student work and learning projects. Hoyt will be open from 5:30 to 7 p.m. and Washington will be open from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

The Scholastic Book Fair will be open, and ice cream sundaes will be served in the cafeteria.

Birney rummage sale, car wash June 6

The Birney Elementary School PTSA will hold a rummage sale/car wash on Saturday, June 6, from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Come and get your car washed for a donation while you shop the rummage sale. The PTSA will sell a hotdog, chips and a drink for $1.50.  Birney's address is 1202 S. 76th St.
Contact Marilyn Parkos at 253.571.4560 for more information.

Stafford Open Door Art Festival June 6

Stafford Elementary School, 1615 S. 92nd St., will hold its annual Open Door Art Festival on Saturday, June 6, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Stafford is raffling off a glass mosaic of undersea life this year. Tickets are $1 each and the winner will be chosen at the end of school. You do not need to be present to win. Contact Peggy McCoy, office coordinator, at 253.571.4300 for more information.
McIlvaigh to celebrate 45 years of history June 12

McIlvaigh Middle School will celebrate 45 years of history as it closes its doors at the end of the school year. The celebration will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, June 12.

Contact McIlvaigh at 253.571.2080 for more information.
TPS night at the Mariners July 9

Come see the Mariners and Ken Griffey Jr. on July 9 when the Tacoma Public Schools will have its eighth annual night at the Mariners game—and the Mariners will play the Texas Rangers.

The cost is $35 per person and includes bus transportation from the Central Administration Building (CAB), a ticket and other fun goodies. First come, first served. Full payment will hold your seat. Fifteen seats were left as of May 22.

The bus will depart CAB at 5:45 p.m. and will return to CAB after the game. If there are any cancellations, the seats will be sold to people on the waitlist. No refund will be issued within 30 days unless the seats are resold. Bus and game ticket must be sold together.

Contact Dee Kirkevold at 253.571.1030 or Christina Weaver at 253.571.1031 to purchase a ticket or get more information.
Retirement events

Kathryn Indovina retirement celebration June 3
Stadium High School invites friends of Kathryn Indovina to come and celebrate her life and times—and her retirement as well—on Wednesday, June 3, from 2:30 to 4 p.m. in the school library. 

District retirement celebration June 12

The district will hold its annual retirement celebration on June 12 from 3–5 p.m. to honor those employees who retired this school year. The event will be held in the fourth-floor auditorium at the Central Administration Building (CAB). Come thank these employees for their years of service to the district, to students and to education.

Contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 for more information. 
Gray to hold retirement party June 16
Gray Middle School will hold a retirement celebration from 3 to 6 p.m. in the Gray Commons on Tuesday, June 16, for teachers Charles (Chuck) Bingham, Dave Fallstrom and Anna Rhoades.
Contact Sheila Swift at 253.57.5212 for more information.

Applause
O’Neil develops game for autistic students from PEP class

Congratulations go to Jeannene O'Neil, long-term paraeducator substitute at Stewart Middle School for her insightful and creative use of professional development to improve student learning. Click here for O’Neil’s article.—Cathy Martin, Classified Professional Development   
Foss marine technology students cruise on The Curtis

Foss High School marine technology students and their instructor, Wayne Miller, partnered with Tacoma Sea Scouts for a maritime tour of Commencement Bay aboard "The Curtis" on May 29. Tom Rogers, with the Tacoma Sea Scouts, greeted the students and led a tour of the repair facility at Commencement Bay Marine Services. The students were able to ask the service manager questions related to preparation and entry into the maritime trades and to gain understanding of employment trends in this high-demand employment field.

The group then boarded The Curtis with Tom Rogers and Sea Scout supervisors for a ship safety review prior to embarking on a Commencement Bay tour. Students soon became familiar with routine operations of navigation and engine room communications and teamed up to maneuver the vessel throughout the cruise. The tour included interpretation and explanation of the natural history of the region and the economic impact of the Port of Tacoma on interstate commerce in the Pacific Northwest. The Ruston waterfront, Browns Point, Hyllebos waterway, Kalakala ferry and the Henry Foss tug boat were highlights of the cruise.  

It was noted by more than one observer that the Foss students were very respectful and engaging with their community partners. Nice job Wayne!—John Page, assistant director, Career and Technical Education 

Ann Flynn receives scholarship

Ann Flynn, a member of Alpha Rho Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, was awarded a Rachel Royston Scholarship to help with expenses as she works toward her administrative credentials. Flynn previously taught developmental preschool as a special education teacher in the Tacoma Public Schools. This year, she is serving the Tacoma Head Start program as a program specialist. Congratulations to Ann for receiving this award, which is granted annually to a limited number of deserving woman educators to pursue a graduate degree or credentials.
Equity and Diversity
May is Asian Pacific Islander Month 

The month of May was chosen to commemorate the immigration of the first Japanese to the United States on May 7, 1843, and to mark the anniversary of the completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869. For more details, click here. 
Tech tips
Remembering usernames and passwords

With so many different username and password requirements, it is easy to forget what you used for which uses. The Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) has just implemented a password reset option for teaching staff who have forgotten their Novell login password. Here are a few helpful tips for remembering these items, as well as directions for setting up the password reset for Novell. 

1.  Keep a log of usernames, passwords and answers to security questions for each use or site. Be sure to keep it in a secure place! Never leave passwords posted on the wall next to your computer, in your desk drawer or under your keyboard. At a minimum, most teachers have usernames and passwords for Novell, Outlook, SWIFT and Renaissance Place.

2.  If you have to change your password regularly, say every 90 or 120 days, add a number to the end each time.

3.  When setting up secure questions (What is your pet’s name? What is your mother’s maiden name?) for password reset opportunities, you can usually use the same response each time. It does not need to be the actual answer to the question. Example: You could answer “12345” to each and every question. If you always use the same answer, you will be more likely to remember your answer when you need it. 

4.  TPS staff members who have a username containing .staff (username.staff.building.tps) can now set up their own password reset questions. Follow the simple directions of the Password Self-Service Worksheet to set up your security questions and see how to change your password in the event you forget it in the future. 

5.  Remember: When you change your Novell password, that action immediately changes your Outlook password as well. 
Health tips
May 31 is World No Tobacco Day

The Quit For Life Program treats every tobacco user as a unique individual and tailors a quit plan that is based on the participant’s lifestyle, preferences and tobacco use history. 
On the initial call, a Quit Coach assesses the participant’s tobacco use history and individual needs in order to help the participant identify destructive thought patterns and situational triggers that cause the desire to smoke. The Quit Coach then helps the participant develop a personalized plan to prepare for his or her quit date. The initial call also includes decision support for medications. If appropriate, nicotine replacement therapy can be delivered directly to the participant’s home. Follow-up phone calls with a Quit Coach and interaction with a Web Coach provide participants with the knowledge, behavioral strategies and cognitive skills necessary to successfully quit tobacco for life. 

Participants receive:

· Up to five outbound coaching calls and unlimited toll-free access to a Quit Coach® for the duration of the program 

· Unlimited access to Web Coach™, Free & Clear’s proprietary, interactive, fully featured online community that offers e-learning tools, social support and information about quitting
· Decision support for the type, dose and duration of medication and direct mail order fulfillment if appropriate 

· Printed, stage-appropriate Quit Guides 

· Tailored, motivational e-mails sent throughout the quitting process
Community opportunities
Visit the Hilltop Artists annual spring glass sale June 13
Come join the Hilltop Artists on Saturday, June 13, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Jason Lee Middle School to watch glassblowing demos, meet the students and pick out a special gift while helping to support young people in the community. 

 

 Beginning at 8 a.m., you can pick up a numbered ticket and then return again by 10 a.m. when the doors open to the public. Guests will be admitted in the order they first arrived to get tickets.

 

All sale proceeds go directly to fund program costs including student scholarships and supplies and materials. 

 

For more information, contact the Hilltop Artists at 253.571.7670 or e-mail info@hilltopartists.org. Check the Web site at www.hilltopartists.org. 
Bates embraces diversity in community celebration

Students and staff of Bates Technical College invite the community to celebrate the 14th annual Global Heritage Celebration on Friday, June 5, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the auditorium of the college’s South Campus, 2201 S. 78th Street in Tacoma.  

Showcasing music and acts with origins across the globe, this year’s theme, Rhythms of the World, speaks to the many cultures that are an integral part of our region. “We invite the community to travel with us from Celtic to the traditional Japanese, from Spanish music to the beat of Latin jazz,” said Kathy Flores, College Diversity Center coordinator.  “This year’s celebration brings rhythms from around the world to our community, helping to expand our global perspective and increase our appreciation of cultures through music.”

The event, free and open to the public, begins at 9:30 a.m. For further information on this event, call Bates’ Diversity Center, 253.680.7113.

Summer job program targets youth

“Career counselors at each of Tacoma’s high schools are available to assist students with completing applications for this summer job program. This is an excellent opportunity for students to begin a positive work history with employers in Tacoma,” said John Page, assistant director, Career and Technical Education.

From the Pierce County Web site:

More than 1,000 low-income youth in Pierce County will be put to work this summer thanks to federal stimulus money. Workforce Central, a joint workforce development enterprise between Pierce County and the City of Tacoma, is poised to invest $2.1 million in youth and young adults through a countywide summer employment training program. Funding for the 2009 Youth Employment Program comes from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that Congress and President Barack Obama approved to stimulate the economy.
Workforce Central and its youth partners will assist 1,000 to 1,200 low-income people between the ages of 14 and 24. Young people who meet income eligibility requirements and are selected for the program will gain work readiness, career exposure and skills in a variety of jobs in public, private and nonprofit sectors. The program covers the cost of their $8.55-an-hour wage and related costs for six to eight weeks.
"Given the state of the economy, opportunities for youth and young adults have declined, and that makes it even tougher for people from low-income families who already face tough socio-economic barriers," said Pierce County Executive Pat McCarthy, one of five members of Workforce Central's executive board. "I am urging my department directors to look for opportunities to participate in this program and hire these folks."
Tacoma Mayor Bill Baarsma, who also is a Workforce Central board member, said the organization wants to hear from public agencies, businesses and nonprofits that are interested in hosting job sites for participating youth. 

Applications can be downloaded at www.worksourcepierce.com/wdc or obtained by calling 253.591.5450. Selected youth will be contacted in May and June and invited to attend an orientation before beginning their paid work experience in July.
Contact Linda Nguyen, Workforce Central, at 253.591.5810, or Hunter George, Pierce County communications director, at 253.798.6606 for more information.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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The O Ambassadors Club at Manitou Park E.S. sponsored a walk-a-thon to help raise money to build a school in West Africa. Students walked laps of the perimeter of the park during lunch break. 
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The French Family at Sheridan E.S. held its annual Café Francais on May 21 with French language students from Stewart Middle School and Annie Wright volunteering. One of the activities was Pin the Ear on Van Gogh. Students also sold their artwork in the gallery.
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Stafford E.S. is raffling off a glass mosaic of undersea life. Tickets are $1 each and the winner will be drawn at the end of the school year.
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Gault and McIlvaigh middle schools held a pen pal event to build rapport among the students who will be blended at First Creek Middle School this fall.
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Deaf and hard-of-hearing teens from 12 school districts attended a workshop titled “Understanding Deaf Culture: In Search of Deafhood,” which was held recently at Mt. Tahoma H.S. 
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Denny Hurtado from OSPI was the keynote speaker at the district’s Native American graduation celebration on May 27. Students honored a special teacher or person in their life with a blanket. The seniors received a framed certificate, a blanket, a drum, a dreamcatcher and a hooded sweatshirt printed with the Indian Education logo.
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