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	Webucator is a weekly publication produced by the Tacoma Public Schools for district staff members. To submit story ideas or inquire about a published story, contact Pam Thompson at pthomps@tacoma.k12.wa.us or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015.
Dates to remember
May 1–31: Asian Pacific American Month, National Sight-Saving Month, Better Hearing and Speech Month, National Physical Fitness and Sports Month, Preservation Month
April 30–May 2: Lincoln H.S. plant sale, 253.571.6740
May 2: Truman Middle School Math Olympiad; registration begins at 8 a.m.

May 2: Eastside Clean Sweep event, 9 a.m. to noon, more information
May 2: Junior Achievement bowling, 9 to 11 a.m., Narrows Lanes

May 2: Fern Hill, Larchmont, South Yakima clean-up event

May 2: Kids’ Health and Safety Fair at Foss H.S., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
May 2: TPS-TCC pow wow, grand entries at 1 & 7 p.m., at TCC, 6501 S. 19th St.

May 3–9: Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 5–7: Mt. Tahoma H.S. plant sale, 253.571.3618
May 6: National School Nurse Day

May 6: New Paradigm awards ceremony, Mt. Tahoma H.S., 6 p.m.

May 6–7: Middle and high school conferences. Early release: high school, 10:50 a.m.; middle school, 11:30 a.m.
May 8: Latino club’s Cinco de Mayo/multicultural event, Mt. Tahoma H.S., 6 p.m.
May 13: Meeker M.S. fifth-grade open house, 6:30 p.m., gym
May 13: Geiger E.S. open house, 3:30 p.m.

May 14: School board study session, 5 p.m., regular meeting, 6 p.m.

May 17: National Educational Bosses Week

May 19: Deafhood Youth NW workshop, Mt. Tahoma H.S., 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

May 19: Junior ROTC Pass-in-Review, Stadium H.S. Bowl, 7 p.m.
News and updates
Swine flu information
Influenza A causes illness in humans and many animals. Some flu viruses are adapted to pigs and cause respiratory illness in them, and so have been called “swine flu,” but this flu is not transmitted from pigs to humans. It is transmitted person-to-person.

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has determined that the swine flu virus causing mild illness in some states is the same strain as the virus causing an outbreak of respiratory illness among humans in some areas of Mexico.

Human symptoms for this new type of swine flu are similar to the symptoms of regular human flu that happens every year. These include: fever, cough and sore throat. In addition, fatigue, lack of appetite, runny nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea have been reported. 

Swine flu is thought to spread the same way the seasonal flu spreads, mainly from person to person through coughing or sneezing of people with the flu. It may also be spread by touching something with the flu virus on it then touching their mouth or nose.

For more information click here or go to the Tacoma Pierce County Health Department Web site at www.tpchd.org.

Additional resources:
Swine flu fact sheet
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) - English, Spanish
Swine Flu Facts - English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Russian, Vietnamese
Pandemic Flu Planning - Checklist for individuals and families - English, Spanish, Chinese, Russian, Vietnamese
Hand washing information
Be a Germ-Buster...Wash Your Hands! poster - English & Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Russian
Cover your cough brochure
Six steps to being a germ buster!
What should I use to wash my hands?
CNN swine flu information: http://www.cnn.com/2009/HEALTH/04/30/ep.swine.flu.questions.answers/index.html
District climate survey deadline is May 15

The Tacoma Public Schools is conducting a districtwide climate survey which is now online for staff members, parents and students to complete. Important information regarding the survey implementation is as follows:

1. The links to all three surveys are now posted on the home page of the district Web site.

2. Survey is available for all parents, staff and students from grade 4 to 12.
3. Although most surveys will be completed online, the district is also providing scan sheets for parents and students. The district is providing one for each fourth- and fifth-grade parent at elementary level and 50 for parents at middle and high school levels. A limited quantity is available. Contact Thea Turnley at 253.571.1190 for additional parent surveys.
4. Translations are available in Spanish, Korean, Vietnamese, Russian and Cambodian. These documents are located on the Climate Survey for Parents link on the home page of the district Web site.

5. District administrators suggest that middle and high school parents and students take the survey right after their student-led conference. Since elementary conferences have already taken place, other arrangements should be made. Administrators suggest scheduling fourth- and fifth-grade classes to use the computer lab. This may prove to be the most efficient method of conducting the survey.
6. The survey should only take 5 to 10 minutes.
7. The survey is completely voluntary. If parents want to preview the survey, a copy of all three versions is posted on the For Parents link on the home page of the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org.
8. The survey will be open for two weeks and will be closed after May 15.

9. This is the district’s first year conducting such an ambitious project, and administrators would appreciate feedback and suggestions on how to improve the implementation process.

Contact Patrick Cummings at 253.571.1280 if you have any questions.

Learn about possible land exchange at open house May 6
Metro Parks Tacoma and the Tacoma Public Schools will hold a joint, drop-in open house on Wednesday, May 6, from 5–7 p.m. at Baker Middle School, 8320 South I St., to share information with the public about a possible land exchange between the two organizations. 
Metro Parks Tacoma owns Harmon Park at South 80th and I streets adjacent to Baker Middle School, which is situated on a five-acre site, much smaller than the average middle school campus. The Tacoma Public Schools owns the property at South 60th and Adams streets on the lower part of the old Mt. Tahoma High School site adjacent to Metro Parks SERA Athletic Complex. 
Metro Parks envisions building South Tacoma Community Center on the old Mt. Tahoma site next to Metro’s SERA Athletic Complex. The community center would be strategically sited for shared facility space with the new Gray Middle School and Boys and Girls Club’s Topping Hope Center. The school district property allows for the best placement for the community center adjacent to the Boys & Girls Club. Owning the land would also place Metro Parks in a better position when applying for additional funding.  
If the school district owned Harmon Park, the Baker Middle School campus would become a master-planned, 15+-acre site that would better meet the programmatic needs of a middle school, including adding athletic playfields and needed parking. With a larger campus, the school district could build a new Baker on site while students continued to attend classes in the old building.

Continued

Show appreciation for educational employees

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 3–9 and National School Nurse Day is celebrated May 6. Please take time to say “thank you” to these dedicated school employees, especially on these day. Put a thank you on your reader board so that the community also can thank teachers and nurses. Give them special treats so they know how much they mean to your schools and its families. Have students make a gift or card for their teachers.

National Educational Bosses Week will be celebrated the week of May 17–23. Remember to let your educational boss know how much you appreciate him or her.

GATE application deadline extended to May 8
Downing Elementary School offers a multi-age gifted classroom called Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) and is now accepting applications for new third-grade students through May 8. If you believe your child is gifted academically, cognitively or artistically or possesses exceptional leadership skills and would benefit from this class, you can pick up an application packet from the school’s office. 

Application forms and supporting material are due to the school office by May 8. Final selection of students will be made by Friday, May 17. If you have any questions, please call the school office, 253.571.7100, to talk with Principal Sue Goerger or you can reach Eileen McCaffery-Lent, GATE teacher, at 253.571.7100. 

Washington-Hoyt plant gardens on Earth Day

Washington-Hoyt Elementary School held an Earth Day garden improvement day on April 22, led by Rosemary Ponnekanti, Green Schools parent volunteer. The object for the renovation plan of the day was to clean, clear and improve the garden site at the corner of North 27th and Adam streets to make the garden beds usable for teachers, create a living parking lot barrier/carbon offset and create wildlife habitat while beautifying the area.
Some of the tasks for the garden renovation project included:
· hoeing and weeding existing planter boxes in preparation for garden lessons

· build new shallow planter boxes around curving fences for annual climbing plants in season such as sweet peas, sunflowers, pumpkin vines, raspberry and blueberry bushes

· plant dirt mound near planters with native evergreens and perennials to create wildlife/butterfly habitat: Oregon grape, asters, purple Echinacea, penstemon, yarrow, sage, rosemary and lavender

· The plan also includes planting a self-pollinating fruit tree near the fence in the fall; replacing the informational sign and creating some kind of artwork such as planter mosaic tiles or a ground mural.

The generosity of donors made the garden renovation possible and donors included Gray Lumber, Calendula Nursery, Gardensphere, L’Arche Farms, Accents in Nature (Proctor Farmers’ Market), H%B Topsoil and various parents and teachers.
Continued
Key Club students sort children’s books for Clean Sweep

On Saturday, April 25, members of six Key Clubs in Division 34 sorted by grade level and category more than 2,000 children’s books that they had collected in a book drive spearheaded by Linda Lai, a Foss High School senior. The clubs represented were from Foss, Lincoln, Mt. Tahoma, Wilson, Fife and Peninsula high schools. The books will be given to children at the Eastside Clean Sweep ceremony on May 2.

Students attend public works meeting

Six students from Tacoma high schools attended a meeting of the American Public Works Association, Washington Chapter, held on April 9 at the Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center. The students met with more than 50 engineering and environmental science companies to discuss possible career choices. Several of the companies have offices in Tacoma and are looking for students who are planning to get a degree in engineering. The students were able to make key connections with these firms and learn about pay levels and paid internship opportunities. 
The City of Tacoma paid for six students from the five comprehensive high schools to attend the public works meeting. Students who participated were Dung Nguyen, Mt. Tahoma; Jake Perry, Lincoln; Mallory Nagel, Mt Tahoma; Thomas Nguyen, Foss; Taylor Hara, Stadium; and Alan Hanson, Wilson. 
Upcoming events
CAB garage sale for Tone May 8

The Central Administration Building (CAB) staff members will hold a garage sale on Friday, May 8, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. to benefit homeless students at Tone. The sale will be held in the third-floor hallway at CAB. All proceeds will go directly to Tone.
Contact Barbara Marshall at 253.571.1032 for more information.
Latino club to hold multicultural event May 8

The Latino Revolution will present its first Cinco de Mayo/multicultural event at Mount Tahoma High School on Friday, May 8, from 6–11 p.m. The Latino Club would like to celebrate a historical event through music, dance, songs and food for all. This event is open to all staff, students, parents and community members.
Tickets will be $8 for adults; $5 for students; and free for children under five years old. Co-sponsors of the event include the Booster Club, parents and several Mexican restaurants.

Contact Angelina Quiles, Latino Club advisor, at 253.571.3681 for more information. 
May 14 Parent Night at Park Avenue
Bob Riler will present “Livin’ on a String” on May 14 at 6 p.m. in the Park Avenue staff room and will provide practical hints and tips on how to make the dollar stretch a bit further. Whether it is saving at the grocery store, running errands, shopping for clothes or other activities of normal living, there are countless ways to save money.
Families, students, community members please come to this informative session. Free hot dogs, chips and water will be served.

If you have any questions, please call Theresa Forbes at 253.571.2600 or e-mail her at tforbes@tacoma.k12.wa.us.
Birney to hold Allstar Blitz Carnival May 15
Mark your calendar for the Birney Allstar Blitz Carnival on May 15 from 5–8 p.m. Come for an evening of fun, good food and exciting games. Everyone is invited. There will be a raffle with the grand prize being a family suite at The Great Wolf Lodge plus other great prizes. Look for the balloon twister, face painter and the Dunk Tank. 

To tickle your taste buds, Birney staff will be serving popcorn, cotton candy, chocolate dipped ice cream, hot dogs, chili dogs and nachos, as well as a variety of sweets at the Sweet Tooth Booth. One of Birney’s most popular games is the Cake Walk!  

The place to be is Birney Elementary School at 1202 S. 76th Street. Call Birney at 253.571.4600 if you have any questions. 
Nutrition Association to hold fundraiser May 16

The Tacoma School Nutrition Association (Tacoma Public Schools cook and cafeteria workers) will be holding its fourth annual Cafeteria Classic Car Show on May 16 at Mt. Tahoma High School. There will also be a craft fair and sidewalk sale. Proceeds will go toward continuing education scholarships. The cost is $15 (day of show) or $10 for early registration before May 10) for show participants. Any vendors for the craft fair and sale must be pre-registered, and the cost is $25. 
There will also be another fundraiser coinciding with that of the Nutrition Association—a car wash put on by the students of McCarver Elementary School, and to raise money for the Zina Linnik memorial park and the splash park at Wright Park. “There will be great food, great crafts and awesome cars,” said Tacey Lipke. For more information, please contact Lipke at 253.571.4924 or e-mail here at tlipke@tacoma.k12.wa.us. 

Budget information forums to be held May 26–27

The public is invited to attend two community budget information forums on the 2009-10 fiscal year budget for the Tacoma Public Schools. These forums will be held on:

· Tuesday, May 26, at 5 p.m. in the Wilson H.S. auditorium, 1202 N. Orchard St. 

· Wednesday, May 27, at 7 p.m. in the Lincoln H.S. auditorium, 701 S. 37th St.

Please contact the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015 if you have any questions.
Tacoma Council PTA banquet May 27

The Tacoma Council PTA will hold its 2009 awards banquet on Wednesday, May 27, at 6 p.m., at the new Gray Middle School, 6229 S. Tyler St. All current and past Golden Acorn, Outstanding Educators and Outstanding Advocate recipients are invited. 
Registration and a social time will be held from 6–6:30 p.m. Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. and will be catered by Casa Mia Restaurant. Meal tickets are $15. Please pre-register by May 20. Make checks payable to Tacoma Council PTA and mail to Tacoma Council PTA, 6440 North View Ridge Drive, Tacoma, WA 98407.

Fern Hill E.S. spring parent night May 28

Fern Hill Elementary School will hold its spring parent night on Thursday, May 28, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Parents can learn about at-home activities to keep their child learning during the summer. There will also be free prizes, pizza and fun for Fern Hill families.

Gault’s Close the Doors celebration May 29 

Alumni, faculty and friends of Gault Middle School are invited to the May 29 celebration of history "made and in the making" on the Eastside as the staff of Gault prepares to close the doors of Gault and open a new chapter for students and families at First Creek Middle School. The Friday celebration will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. Check future Webucators for more information.

Applause
Stadium band students win five state first place awards
Stadium High School band students earned five first place awards in the state solo and ensemble competition held in Ellensburg on April 24–25. Winners were:

Ensembles

· Piccolo Trumpet Duet (Neil Hulbert & Oscar Thorp)–first place

· Flute Quintet (Elena Wimberger, Jen O’Loughlin, Shawna Sherwood, Joyce Lee & Annie Jeong)–second place

Solos

· Trumpet–Neil Hulbert–first place

· Baritone Saxophone–Laura Strong–first place

· Bassoon–Ben Roidl-Ward–first place

· String Bass–Evan Hulbert–first place

· Piano–Joseph Williams–third place

· Tenor Voice–Jon Marzano–third place

 

Contact David Mulkins, director of bands, Stadium High School, at 253.571.3079 or check the Web site at www.stadiumband.org.

Meeker’s Bill Klouse adds to his repertoire of awards
In the 2006-07 school year, Bill Klouse was named Washington State Music Educator of the Year. This year, he adds to that honor by being selected by the National Federation of High Schools (NFHS) as Northwest Regional Outstanding Music Educator.

Klouse was the top choice out of music educators from the states of Washington, Alaska, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Wyoming. Great job, Bill Klouse!—Kevin Ikeda, principal Meeker M.S. 
Lincoln Center students volunteer at Swan Creek April 18
Twelve boys from the Lincoln Center at Lincoln High School spent their morning on April 18 volunteering with Metro Parks Tacoma cleaning up Swan Creek Park. Students picked up trash, pulled weeds and freed ivy from the trees. This activity was part of Pierce County’s Parks Appreciation Day. Swan Creek is a 322-acre park filled with 2.1 miles of walking trails.
Foss athletes earn Narrows League titles
Foss High School students Steven Lee and Janell Jordan won the title of Narrows League Scholar Athletes for winter season. Lee participated in boys’ swimming, qualifying in the state backstroke, and Jordan participated in girls’ basketball. Both students have 4.0 grade point averages.

Treakle earns Special Olympics gold medal

Nina Treakle earned a gold medal in the 10-meter assisted walk in the Special Olympics SW Spring Games on April 25 at Mt. Tahoma High School. She attends Mt. Tahoma and is in the multi-ortho class.—Tia Eakin, LPN, multi-ortho nurse, Mt. Tahoma H.S. 

Hunt gets ice cream sundaes after WASL

During Hunt Middle School’s WASL testing, Glenda Ledford, testing coordinator, did a wonderful job of making sure everyone was in the right place with the right booklets. She made sure every student had the opportunity to make up any portions missed. This was a huge undertaking which she handled flawlessly with the help and support of every staff member at Hunt Middle School. The students were tested in their NAV101 groups, which was a huge logistical undertaking for everyone!
Students who completed and put forth their best effort were rewarded with ice cream sundaes during lunch. Special thanks to Kody Severson from the Pearl Street Albertson’s for donating enough ice cream to feed all of our WASLing students.—Dawn Baughman, Hunt M.S.

Thanks for support for Millennium scholarship application

A special thanks to Carl Wilson, a retired TPS English teacher, who helped edit Lincoln students’ essays for the Gates Millennium Scholarship program. Also, a big thanks goes to Paco Flores, a representative from the Millennium Scholarship program, who was always available to send materials and answer questions. Your support was very much appreciated.—Martina Iniguez, Lincoln H.S.
Arctic Ambassador enlists Stadium students’ help
Tenth-grade biology students in Phil Hertzog’s classes at Stadium High School thank Zoe Stoy, a Wilson High School junior, who called upon the students to take action to save polar bears in the Arctic. Stoy spent a week last October studying polar bears in Churchill, Manitoba, Canada, as an Arctic Ambassador under the sponsorship of the Point Defiance Zoo and Polar Bears International.

Stoy told the Stadium students that global warming has caused melting of sea ice in the Arctic. Polar bears travel on sea ice in search of food. On the ice, the bears wait for hours patiently next to seal breathing holes and then pounce and feed on seals that emerge from the water. With the disappearance of sea ice, the polar bears now travel farther for food and have to swim across breaks in the ice. Many bears have drowned and others are starving. Stoy said the polar bears will become extinct in the next 50 to 100 years if no action is taken to curb global warming.
Continued
Tacoma Business Academy students complete CPR training

Fourteen Tacoma Business Academy students successfully completed CPR training provided by the Tacoma Fire Department (TFD), and are ready to provide assistance if necessary. Bill Dixon of TFD was extremely enthusiastic throughout the training which really helped to keep the students engaged.
Students worked through the classroom part of the training then moved on to the practical aspect, rotating through stations performing CPR and mouth-to-mouth under supervision of the watchful firefighters. This endorsement not only looks good on their resumes, but also becomes part of the personal development component in their student portfolio.—Janet Hopkins, teacher, Tacoma Business Academy 

Tech tip

How to save files to two locations

Click here for instructions on saving files to your “H” drive and backing up to a mass storage device.
Health tips
Where to turn in tough times

We are all affected by the challenging times that we live in. Recognizing that people are searching for resources to help them through such challenges, United Way of Pierce County has created a special section on its Web site entitled Where to Turn in Tough Times. The site can be accessed through this link: www.uwpc.org/wheretoturn.html
Community partner
In this struggling economy, you may have found yourself among the many in our community facing the loss of a job and financial trouble. The following information is intended to connect you with organizations that can help. Pierce County has many services available from help with employment and utility assistance to health services and food. Let them lend a hand.
Call 2-1-1
United Way of Pierce County's 2-1-1 call center is a comprehensive information warehouse that connects people with essential health and human resources. In 2008, 2-1-1 helped 62,517 callers receive assistance with counseling, health care, housing and shelter and much more. Search the 2-1-1 DATABASE online.

The United Way of Pierce County 2-1-1 call center is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. with 24-hour voice mail. 
Community opportunities
LGBTQA Educators Group to meet May 8 

You are invited to join a safe, supportive, affirming professional community of LGBTQA educators on May 8 at 4 p.m. at Shakabrah Java, 2618 6th Ave., Tacoma.

 
This coalition of inclusive, progressive, supportive Tacoma educators (LGBT and straight allies!) is working to:

· enhance efforts to honor and respect all forms of diversity in schools 

· be a voice for marginalized students, staff and parents to create an intentional and inclusive positive school environment where all students can learn, all teachers can teach and every member of the school community is welcomed and respected 

· understand TPS policies, WA laws and protections   

· empower all school personnel to react appropriately and accordingly to school policy when harassment, intimidation or bullying is reported or experienced by a colleague or student

Come spend time with the group, get to know each other and share your stories.
UWT Library to sponsor free talk May 14

Scott Ullman will present “How to Approach a Foundation” on Thursday, May 14, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at Carwein Auditorium, Keystone Building, Room 102, University of Washington Tacoma (UWT). 

The UWT Library is sponsoring this free event. Space is limited; please make reservations soon. Click here for a campus map and directions. To register, contact Anna Salyer, Community Outreach, UWT Library, by clicking here. 
[image: image1.jpg] www.tacomaschools.org

W E B U CATo R ‘Tacoma Public Schools newsletter for staff




Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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Twelve students from Lincoln Center at Lincoln High School volunteered on Parks Appreciation Day on April 18 at Swan Creek. The young men helped pull weeds, pick up trash and pull ivy from trees.
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Key Club members from Tacoma, Fife and Peninsula high schools helped collect and sort 2,000 children’s books. These books will be given to families at the Clean Sweep celebration on May 2.
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Foss H.S. students, Janell Jordan, left, and Steven Lee, earned Narrows league titles for the winter season. Jordan is a basketball player and Lee participates in swimming. Both hold 4.0 GPAs.

[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]



[image: image12.jpg]



Stadium H.S. students won five first-place awards at the recent state ensemble and solo competition in Ellensburg and several other awards.
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The City of Tacoma paid for students from district high schools to attend a recent meeting of the American Public Works Association (AWPA). They were introduced to many companies interested in students who may pursue an engineering career.
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Two Lincoln H.S. students, Siara Demery, right, and Kendra Lopez, won Gates Millennium scholarships which will cover all costs for attending college anywhere in the country. 
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Wilson student Zoe Stoy was an Arctic Ambassador to the polar bear tundra last fall. She gave a presentation to Phil Hertzog’s biology students at Stadium High School and urged them to help stop global warming which is destroying polar bear habitat.
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Mt. Tahoma H.S. student Nina Treakle wears the gold medal she won in the assisted walk at the Special Olympics spring games held at Mt. Tahoma recently. 
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Fourteen students at the Tacoma Business Academy completed CPR training recently. Firefighters conducted the recent training.
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Foss H.S. students work on their entry No. 2921 at the recent robotics competition.
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The Young Ambassadors held their final performance of the school year recently.
Quick Links
· Event Calendar
· Job openings
· News & Information
· Photo Gallery
· Policies & Procedures
· Professional Development
· Staff classifieds

· 
This Week in Pictures



[image: image26.png]


[image: image27.jpg]


[image: image28.jpg]


[image: image29.jpg]



