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Dates to remember

March 2–27: Kindergarten open house dates across the district for 2009

March 7: Tacoma is College Bound sign-up event, TCC, 8:30–11 a.m.

March 7: Pt. Defiance E.S. auction, 6 to 9 p.m.

March 8: Daylight Savings Time begins

March 8–21: Spring Wheel Options campaign: share your commute, win prizes

March 9–13: Classified Employees Week (Washington)

March 10: Waiver Day, no school

March 10: Remember to vote

March 11–13: Elementary conferencing, elementary students released at 12:15 p.m.

March 12 –14: Stadium musical “Working,” March 12–13, 7:30 p.m.; March 14, 2 and 7:30 p.m.

March 13: Hispanic Legislative Day

March 14: Wilson Show Choir dinner, auction, 5 p.m., Annie Wright School

March 16–22: School Retirees Appreciation Week 

March 17: Giaudrone M.S. Roundtable Pizza Takeover, 5–8 p.m.

March 20: First day of spring

March 21: Youth summit for Lincoln and Mt. Tahoma at Lincoln, noon–5 p.m.

Board updates

Science and math institute planning to proceed
At its March 5 study session, the board gave Superintendent Art Jarvis and district administrators approval to continue planning to open a science and math institute (SAMI) in September 2009. Tacoma School of the Arts (SOTA) Co-director Jon Ketler led the discussion of the institute which would help students make significant connections with the larger “real world” community. SAMI would have about 130–140 freshman the first year. The final launch for the project will be contingent on the budget and other factors.

Superintendent Art Jarvis said, “The timeline will need to be aggressive to make this happen by September.” SAMI planners will provide monthly progress reports to the school board. 

The vision is to develop a fully accredited high school focusing on inquiry-based, hands-on experiences that combine the arts, sciences, math and environmental and marine studies. The purpose of SAMI will be to stimulate higher-level thinking through imagination, creativity and the ability to conceptualize and solve complex problems. Key to the success of SAMI will be establishing partnerships with the community.

A major partner will be Metro Parks, which already has established a partnership with SOTA. SAMI will be situated in the 702-acre Pt. Defiance Park, owned by the city of Tacoma. The natural forest, saltwater beaches and zoo offer numerous possibilities for education and the study of nature with hands-on experiences. 

Following SOTA’s lead, the SAMI partnership with Metro Parks will develop a model that uses community organizations, youth leaders, adjunct instructors and other existing partnerships to provide exploratory space that facilitates positive community connections. The district will build partnerships by collaborating with local science organizations, including Metro Park’s zoo and aquarium, to facilitate greater resources for Tacoma Public Schools students. The district is also collaborating with area universities.

Ketler pointed out they plan to have parents very involved with the new school. Staff members will visit all 11 middle schools in the district to recruit a freshman class and hold information nights for families. Students will have to make the choice to attend SAMI and will also need to apply to attend the school.

One of the instructional areas will be at the boat launch near the marina at Pt. Defiance. The district will bring in portables from district sites, such as McIlvaigh Middle School, to serve as temporary classrooms. 

News and updates


“Tacoma is College Bound” sign-up event March 7

 “Tacoma is College Bound,” a free event to sign up eligible Tacoma Public Schools (TPS) seventh, eighth and ninth graders for the College Bound Scholarship, will be held on Saturday, March 7,  8:30–11 a.m., at Tacoma Community College (TCC), 6501 S. 19th St., Tacoma, WA. This is the only year that ninth graders can apply for the College Bound Scholarship.

The College Bound Scholarship would give eligible students a chance to attend college and have the state of Washington pay for tuition at a public or private university, community college or technical college for up to four years. Families can also sign up online at www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound.

“Tacoma is College Bound” is sponsored by the Tacoma Public Schools, Metropolitan Development Council, Tacoma Community College, Washington Higher Education Coordinating Board (HECB) and College Success Foundation.

Contact Dr. Kimberly Mueller, Tacoma Public Schools, at 253.571.1168 for more information on the “Tacoma is College Bound” sign-up event.


March 10 ballot drop-off booth locations listed

Voters have now received their ballots and voters’ pamphlets for the all-mail election on March 10. To learn more about this March 10 capital improvement bond proposal, go to the district Web site at www.tacomaschools.org or call the Public Information Office at 253.571.1015. 

Here is a link to the Pierce County Elections Office on where ballot drop off booths are located. 

Lincoln senior named Boys & Girls Clubs Youth of the Year 

Christney Kpodo, a 17-year-old Lincoln High School senior, was named 2009 Youth of the Year by the Boys & Girls Clubs of South Puget Sound. Kpodo will compete in the statewide competition next month. 

The Youth of the Year program is the Boys & Girls Clubs of America's premiere youth recognition program promoting and celebrating club members and their service. It is designed to promote and recognize service to club and community, academic performance and contributions to family and spiritual life. Each contestant in the Boys & Girls Clubs of South Puget Sound Youth of the Year competition were judged in these categories: home and family, moral character, community, school, service to the club, life goals, obstacles overcome, essays, poise and public speaking.  

During the past year, Kpodo has volunteered more than 600 hours at the South End Branch of the Boys & Girls Clubs helping other children in many ways from mentoring and helping with homework to mediating disputes to arranging for gifts and food for a family in need during the holidays. 

After a bicycle accident nearly four years ago, Kpodo required eight surgeries to repair her shattered ankle. The time she spent at the South End club helped her healing in a variety of ways. 

At Lincoln High School, Kpodo earned a Gate Achievers scholarship for her academic and extracurricular activities, and now has earned more scholarship funding towards her dream of going to Pacific Lutheran University, then on to a law degree. She will receive scholarships from the Boys & Girls Clubs Youth of the Year award program, said Jinnie Hanson, director of marketing and communications for the Boys & Girls Clubs. Each of the nominees will receive a scholarship from their local club, and the top three nominees will get additional funding. As the top winner, Kpodo will receive even more scholarship money.

Larissa Jackson, a senior at Mt. Tahoma High School, represented the East Side Branch in the Youth of the Year competition, and Cassie Smith, a Wilson High School senior, represented the Gonyea Branch.

Click here to read The News Tribune story written by Kris Sherman.

TPS student is Honored Patient for firefighters’ stair climb

Today Mackenzie Sollars is a member of the Young Ambassadors, riding a unicycle and doing gymnastics—and playing soccer, too. It was not so long ago in her short eight years that she underwent 26 months of treatment for acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL) at Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital and Health Center after she was diagnosed at age three and a half. The Washington-Hoyt Elementary School second grader has a very special job to do on Sunday, March 8. 

She is the 2009 Honored Patient for the 18th annual Scott Firefighter Stair Climb to the top of the Columbia Tower in Seattle—the largest individual firefighter competition in the world. Nearly 1,500 firefighters from across the country will tackle the stair climb in full combat gear and self-contained breathing apparati (SCBA) on March 8 to raise money for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

The Scott Firefighter Stair Climb supports the mission of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, raising money through sponsorships, individual and department fundraising and entry fees. In 2008, the event featured over 1,311 firefighters from 225 different departments and brought in a record $530,000 for blood-cancer research and patient services. 
WatchDOGS volunteer at Browns Point E.S. 

In early February, the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) at Browns Point Elementary School had its first WatchDOGS walking the halls of its school. WatchDOGS—which stands for “Dads of Great Students”—is a national program from the National Center of Fathering. WatchDOGS are fathers, grandfathers, uncles and other father figures who volunteer at schools for at least one day each year.

PTA Co-President Kerri O’Farrell heard about the program from a fellow parent whose children attend Sherwood Forest Elementary school in Federal Way. The state PTA offered a workshop on the program at the state convention last May. Both O’Farrell and Executive Committee member Dana Peregrine attended the program, and both knew there was a place for WatchDOGS at Browns Point.

Parent Aaron Johansen volunteered to be the school’s ‘Top Dog’ and launch WatchDOGS. In early January, the PTA sponsored a “Dad and Me” pizza night. Johansen planned for 65 dads—more than 90 showed up with children in tow! During that first introduction to the program, more than half of the dads put their names down on the calendar to give one day this school year to Browns Point.

After that night, T-shirts were ordered and schedules were made. Now nearly every day, you will see a WatchDOG starting his day helping with drop-off, working in various classrooms, being a presence during lunch, and, of course, playing at recess. And, when you visit Browns Point Elementary School, you will see the school’s “Wall of Fame” where a picture of every WatchDOG and his child/children hangs proudly.

For more information, check the Web site at www.fathers.com/watchdogs.

Master Builders Association partners with Oakland H.S. 

When preparing a transition into speaking to high school students, Brown & Harper Wholesale Flooring Centers owner, Fred Brown, went to an expert, according to a Master Builders Association (MBA) press release. 

"I asked my son if he was sitting in the class what type of topics would hold his interest," Brown said. "He reminded me to use the type of math I apply everyday in my business. I hope these students take with them the idea that you really will use geometry, algebra and basic math in your day-to-day life."

Brown is one of many volunteers for the Master Builders Association (MBA) of Pierce County's popular "Builders in Schools" program. Oakland High School in Tacoma recently collaborated with the association to create the opportunity to take and adapt the MBA program for high schools. 

The program's goal is to create fun, interactive learning sessions that teach the students about all aspects of the residential construction industry while emphasizing the need for academic and trade skills. For a trial run this spring, the MBA partnered with the high school's Science, Math and Art (SMArt) program. 

The speakers will take the students through different careers in the building industry. From purchasing materials to color theories to home loans, the MBA plans to guide the students through the whole journey of building and selling a home. They also hope to get in touch with their future employees. 

"We want the students to see that they can have a career in our industry that will provide them with a solid living wage to build a life on," said Program Chair and United Wholesale Supply owner, Dan Garber. "When watching the students interact with our speaker, I saw a number of them I could hire someday as buyers or designers."

Oakland High School Principal Lillian Hunter also expects it will help her students see the value of how their current classes will relate to their future and adult lives. "This is bold and innovative. The opportunity for our students to have this kind of exposure to professionals is wonderful," Hunter said. The MBA plans a full line-up of speakers in the fall.

The Master Builders Association of Pierce County (MBA) is a non-profit trade association comprised of more than 1,000 builder and associate member companies employing over 10,000 people in Pierce County. The MBA's purpose is to promote through membership involvement, legislative action, networking and education, the opportunity for affordable housing to all while striving to maintain the highest ethical standards. 

Contact Laura Haworth, communication coordinator for the MBA, at 253.272.2112, ext. 102, for more information.

Birney ASL student to perform in festival March 26

Two classes from the Birney Elementary school will go to an American Sign Language (ASL) Poetry Festival at the Washington School for the Deaf (WSD) in Vancouver on March 26, and the students will perform in the festival.

 

After the festival, the Birney youngsters will spend the rest of the day with WSD students. They will attend a special dinner that evening and stay over night at WSD. The group will stop at one of the Mt. St. Helen's visitor centers on the way home.

 

Paul Bert, sign language interpreter coordinator, said, “I think that the kids will have a great time showing off their ASL skills to their peers. They will also enjoy watching other students perform and spending time meeting new friends from around the state who attend WSD.”

Sherman teaches parents about standards

Sherman Elementary School families participated in the school’s first Academic Standards Night on Feb. 26. All grade levels prepared the state and district standards on display board and on posters to help inform parents about the new mathematics standards and standards in reading, science, social studies, writing and physical education.

Students demonstrated the skills for parents and quizzed them on many of the standards. The fourth-graders and their parents played, “Are you as smart as a fourth graders?” Parents and students also viewed the standards on wireless laptop computers that were set up on the stage. Principal Connie Wick said, “We look forward to having many standards nights in the future.” 

Communities in Schools set up a book giveaway for all children who attended the event. 

Upcoming events


Celebrate classified employees March 9–13

There are nearly 50,000 classified school employees who work with and help children across Washington’s public schools—they are crucial partners with teachers, parents, administrators and school boards. Gov. Chris Gregoire has proclaimed March 9–13 as Classified Employee Week in Washington.

Show your appreciation for your classified employees during this designated week—and all year around! Teas, luncheons, balloons, ice cream socials, muffin mornings—the list is endless and open to your imagination.

Giaudrone to takeover Roundtable Pizza March 17

Giaudrone Middle School will hold a pizza takeover on March 17 from 5–8 p.m. at the Roundtable Pizza at 7901 S. Hosmer St., Ste. A1, Tacoma. 

Call Giaudrone at 253.571.5811 for more information.

High schools compete in robotics competition March 27–28
Tacoma School of the Arts, Foss and Wilson high schools will be participating in the FIRST Robotics Competition Microsoft Seattle Regional “Lunacy” on Saturday, March 27–28 at Key Arena, 305 Harrison St., Seattle. The competition is free and open to the public. 

For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) designs accessible, innovative programs that build not only science and technology skills and interests, but also self-confidence, leadership and life skills in the next generation of innovators, engineers and technicians. 

Check the Web site at www.usfirst.org for more information. 

Applause

Meeker donates food, towels and money to Humane Society

Meeker Middle School held a Furry Friends Fundraiser from Feb. 2–10. Students were asked to bring food or towels to be given to the Humane Society and were also asked to give dollars for dogs/cats. Meeker collected more than 10 boxes of items and raised more than $300. All the items and proceeds were delivered to the Humane Society by parent volunteers. This fundraiser was the brain child of Meeker students Christina Armstrong, Davey Howell and Jake Waller and was coordinated by Meeker counselor Laura Wagner.

Foss students score high on national German exams

Congratulations are in order for several Foss High School German students who were among the more than 20,000 students nationally who took the national German exams.  

Fred Tomlin scored in the 98th percentile on the highest level, Level IV. He placed fifth out of the 49 students who took that level in the state of Washington. Kudos also go to Keyona Ransom who scored in the 75th percentile on that level.

Svetlana Rygalov scored in the 98th percentile on the Level II exam. She placed fourth out of the 105 students who took that level exam in the state of Washington.

These students will be honored at a ceremony hosted by Dr. David Tinsley, German professor at the University of Puget Sound. The students will be awarded medallions and book prizes for their achievement.

Foss is very proud of these students.  Way to go, Falcons!—Sharon Higgins, German teacher

Manitou Park holds WASL Survivor Night

Families of Manitou Park’s third through fifth graders were asked these questions: Are you a survivor? and Is your family up to a challenge? 

Families who attended Manitou Park’s Survivor Night on Tuesday, Feb. 24 from 6-7:30 p.m., not only survived, but conquered the challenges presented to them. In addition to solving WASL practice questions in reading and math, families had an opportunity to respond to a writing prompt using Manitou’s laptops. As part of the scientific process, families experimented with changing variables as they tested the flight of paper airplanes down the hallway.

“Those who joined us for this event also were able to participate in other activities related to preparing for the WASL and increasing positive attitudes towards test taking,” said Vickie Erb, office coordinator. “Square Foot Nutrition provided a recipe and sample of a healthy and delicious snack. Our counselor taught stress-relieving yoga activities. Students had a chance to make a poster to help them stay positive during the WASL.”  

 

To promote the event, classrooms developed tribal names and set goals to meet their own specific challenges. No one was voted off the island; instead all the survivors enjoyed a family meal together at the end of the evening. The Brannon family and the Waffle family were the winners of the Square Foot Nutrition pretzel guess game.

Tribes also competed to see which classroom at each grade level had the highest attendance at the event. The winning tribes were:

Grade 3:   Sigaloompas (Ellie Siegmund’s class)    
Grade 4:  Gepparundi’s (Jamie Geppert’s class)

Grade 5:  Coughundi’s (Nadia Coughran’s class)

Tone benefits from Lincoln’s penny drive

The Tone Resource Program has served 1,078 homeless students and their families this school year. We are very thankful to the students of Lincoln High School for their generous donation of $295. Lincoln’s Associated Student Body (ASB) teacher Eleni Hamilton and the school’s ASB students facilitated a penny drive in honor of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday. The competition was schoolwide between the advisory groups. Imila Taviuni’s advisory collected the most pennies and were given a cake to celebrate their efforts. The Tone staff applauds the initiative and community service of Lincoln’s student body. Their sensitivity to the impact homelessness has on families is truly admirable. 

                                             

Exchange Club selects Lincoln student for A.C.E. Award

Victoria Felgar, a senior at Lincoln High School, was selected for an Accepting the Challenge of Excellence (A.C.E.) award from the Exchange Club of Tacoma. 

The A.C.E. program recognizes high school students who have made a dramatic change in their attitude and performance sometime during their high school years. These changes have enabled the students to overcome their adversities and prepare for graduation. The Exchange Club of Tacoma gives cash awards to about 12 local area high school students each year as part of this program. Their schools also receive a permanent plaque with the student’s name to display.

Gault students log in to their own success 

The first week of March, Lance Cadena, Technology Services, and Rachel Smith-Mosel, instructional facilitator at Gault Middle School, logged the entire Gault student body onto their online grades. 

Several "knee to knee" trainings with teachers during their planning period and an after-school training enabled teachers to be ready to go "live" with online grades Monday, March 4. Three classes at a time entered the gym where the new teacher lap tops awaited them. Teachers helped students log in, helped them interpret data and encouraged crucial conversation with teachers about poor grades, missing assignments and goals. “We encouraged students to be "compulsive about checking their grades," joked Smith-Mosel.  

"The online grades program is about transparency, empowerment and ownership. The program removes the mystery and imparts to students the power of their own choices," explained Principal Delores Beason. 

"Huge thanks to Lance Cadena who has made this transition an easy one," said Assistant Principal Tracy Allen.

Gault was the only school that provided their online grades training arena style to assure all students had instruction. About 98 percent of Gault sixth graders had logged in on the first day.

 

Smith-Mosel said, “They can see immediate impact that missing assignments has on their grades. There is no mystery any more about progress reports, and the transparency of grades for the families should help narrow the achievement gap. Teachers will upload grades weekly at Gault. The mystery of the grade book is revealed, and as GPAs rise, the achievement gap will close.”

Stadium student competes again at state poetry finals

Olivia Seward from Stadium High School will compete Saturday, March 7, in the state Poetry Out Loud finals at the University of Puget Sound. Poetry Out Loud is an NEA-cosponsored competition encouraging students around the country to read more poetry. A local actress and singer, Seward was a state winner in the 2007 competition, and, in that capacity, presented for the NEA to the House Appropriations Committee.

Everyone is invited to enjoy the 1–5 p.m. poetry recitations and a 7:30 p.m. performance by hip-hop artist Bruce George, co-founder of HBO’s Def Poetry Jam. The events will be held at Schneebeck Concert Hall, University of Puget Sound. The poetry contest is free; Bruce George tickets are $5.

More than 225,000 students from across the country were expected to enter the competition this year. The state winner will proceed to the national finals in Washington, D.C., where $50,000 in scholarships and school stipends will be awarded, including a $20,000 college scholarship for the national champion. The winner of the state final will receive $200, and the winner’s school a $500 stipend for the purchase of poetry books.

Poetry Out Loud is sponsored by the Washington State Arts Commission, National Endowment for the Arts and Poetry Foundation. The state final event is produced in partnership with the Associated Students of the University of Puget Sound. 

For the Poetry Out Loud press release from the Washington State Arts Commission, click here. The national Poetry Out Loud Web site is www.poetryoutloud.org.           

Professional development

Teacher of the Year nominations are open

The Superintendent of Public Instruction is calling for regional nominations for the 2010 Washington State Teacher of the Year Program. Every year the Washington State Teacher of the Year (TOY) program selects one outstanding educator to serve as the Washington State Teacher of the Year. The 2010 state teacher’s year of recognition begins on January 1, 2010.

Poverty courses offered online

Communication Across Barriers is offering a new online course, Poverty 101: A New Paradigm For Understanding and Eradicating Poverty, in collaboration with Portland State University. The course starts March 30. Space is limited, so register soon at www.combarriers.com/online_courses or call call 503.590.4599. The last day to drop with a refund is April 13

Communication Across Barriers is a consulting firm founded in 1990 by Dr. Bob Fulford & Dr. Donna M. Beegle and seeks to improve communication and relationships across poverty, race, gender, and generational barriers.

Through the course, you will learn to use tools for working more effectively to break poverty barriers. This is the first course in a series of three providing a deeper understanding of poverty and what can be done to eradicate it.

Poverty 101 is an online course designed to provide a new paradigm for understanding poverty and applying the information to real world situations. Attending a workshop can illuminate poverty realities and barriers, but this course will provide tools for applying the information in your work. The course uses a discussion format with weekly postings, readings, and activities. Readings will include Dr. Donna Beegle's 18 years of research and work on breaking poverty barriers. Participants will also use Beebe, Beebe, and Redmond's groundbreaking research.

Poverty 101 is a prerequisite providing the foundation for taking Poverty 102 (Improving Communication and Relationships) and Poverty 103 (Leadership and Policy Approaches for Systemic Change).

Term ends June 12. Poverty 102 begins summer term. Registration opens May 21.

Certificate, undergraduate and graduate-level credits are available with these courses. Communication Across Barriers provides certification for completion of each course. Portland State University grants the undergraduate and graduate credits for an additional fee.
Non-credit fee is $427. Credit fee is $592. No additional fees for certification. Registration is open now with limited space.

Tech tip

Atoms and Bits: cost savings measures

Today’s Tech Tip is on cost saving measures.

Health tips

March is National Nutrition Month®

National Nutrition Month® is a nutrition education and information campaign created by the American Dietetic Association and held annually in March. The campaign focuses attention on the importance of making informed food choices and developing sound eating and physical activity habits.

The first article for Nutrition Month is on eating disorders.

Community opportunities

2009 Earth Day art contest deadline April 3

What would Tacoma look like if everyone used the five Rs? Show us! During March, the city of Tacoma’s EnviroChallenger and EnviroKids programs are asking Tacoma students in kindergarten through eighth grade to create a poster of what Tacoma would look like if everyone used the five Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle, respect and responsible. Artwork should be no larger than 11”x14” and can be done in any medium, including ink, crayon, colored pencil, marker or computer generation. Please, do not use any glitter.

Posters will be judged in three categories (kindergarten–second grade; third–fifth grade; and sixth--eighth grade). Winners will be announced on Earth Day, April 22. The first-place winner in each category will receive four passes to the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium; each second-place winner will receive four tickets to a Tacoma Rainiers baseball game; each third-place winner will receive a new book on an environmental topic. All entrants will have a chance to have their artwork displayed on the EnviroKids Web site. To participate, download an entry form from www.cityoftacoma.org/envirokids, or for more information or to have an entry form mailed to you, e-mail envirokids@cityoftacoma.org or call 253.573.2506. Please note that all entries should be postmarked by April 3.

Contact Sarah Andrews, Community Relations, city of Tacoma, 253.573.2506, for more information.

Art sale benefits domestic violence prevention programs

The RAGS Wearable Art Sale will be held March 12–15 at Mercedes-Benz of Tacoma, 4001 E. 20th St., Fife (just off I-5 at Port of Tacoma exit). RAGS is a juried wearable art competition and sale that benefits the YWCA's domestic violence prevention and intervention programs. RAGS offers guests an opportunity to view and acquire fabulous wearable art and accessories created by artisans from across the country.  Call the RAGS Hotline 253.272.4181, ext. 352, for more information.
 
Puyallup Spring Fair April 16–19

The Spring Fair will be April 16–19 at the Puyallup Fair & Events Center. Special advance gate pricing and ticket packages are perfect to take advantage of all the best aspects of spring, from baby animals to the rhododendron contest in the huge Garden Show, to 4-H and FFA students showing animals, to one of the first demolition derbies of the season. 

This year, gate admission for kids 0-18 years will be free from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Thursday only. Donations are recommended for the Salvation Army Food Bank throughout the day on Thursday. New this year is online gate tickets, where you can purchase and print them off in advance, and omit standing in line at the gates. Visit www.thefair.com for a variety of value packages. Adults are $8; students (6-18 years), $7, and children five years and under are free. KVI 570 AM is the partner for Military Appreciation Day on Friday, with free gate admission to active, reserve, retired military and their dependents with valid military ID. Parking is free. 

Hours are Thursday, April 16, from 2–10 pm; Friday and Saturday, April 17–18, 10 a.m.–10 p.m.; and Sunday, April 19, from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. For further information, visit www.thefair.com or call the 24-hour hotline 253.841.5045.        

Contact Karen J. LaFlamme, public relations counsel, Puyallup Fair & Events Center, 253.841.5024, with any questions.

Join in the Spring Sing at King's March 21   

A pub sing without the pub: seasonal songs, drinking songs, rounds and more on Saturday, March 21, from 7–8:30 p.m. at King’s Books, 218 St. Helens Ave., Tacoma, sponsored by the Puget Sound Revels. Song sheets will be available. Feel free to bring instruments.  

Admission is free. However, due to limited seating, you must have a reservation. Please call 253.765.1804 or e-mail psrevels@aol.com to reserve your seats. Interested in leading a song or two? Call the number above for more information. 

Check the Web sites at www.pugetsoundrevels.org and www.kingsbooks.com. 

Make Friday night Family Night with the Revels
Revel in the May all through April is a five-week series of workshops in preparation for the Mayfest that will be held on May Day from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Tollefson Plaza in Tacoma.

The workshops will include fun family activities such as singing, dancing, art and drama with our Revels Resident Artists. Revelers will make way for the May and help lead the revelry and serve as hosts of the Mayfest. Workshop dates are Fridays: March 27 and April 3, 10, 17, 24 from 6:30–8 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church of Tacoma, 621 Tacoma Ave. S.  

 

The cost for the series is $45 per individual and $80 per family of four (“family” will mean you and any other three people who want to do this with you). There will be a $15 extra charge for family members after the first four. Please call 253.756.1804 or e-mail psrevels@aol.com for reservations.

Free mentor training on March 14

Mentor training will be held Saturday, March 14, from 8:30 a.m to 1 p.m. at Giaudrone Middle School. The free training is sponsored by the Pierce County Mentoring Partnership, a collaboration of mentoring organizations working together to promote and build mentoring programs in Pierce County.
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Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status. This applies to all educational programs and extra-curricular activities. Inquiries regarding the application of the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, coordinator, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292. Inquiries regarding the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182. Inquiries regarding accommodations for disabled employees and the public should be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, telephone, 253.571.1021. These individuals may be contacted by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.
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District schools celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday and Read Across America Day in different ways, from starting the day with green eggs and ham to having special readers such as School Board Director Connie Rickman, Superintendent Art Jarvis and Assistant Superintendent Flip Herndon. High school students also enjoyed visits with elementary students, while staff members dressed as favorite book or Dr. Seuss characters.  
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Mackenzie Sollars, a second grader at Washington-Hoyt E.S. is the Honored Patient for the Firefighters’ Stair Climb up the Columbia Tower on March 8. Her father is a firefighter and MacKenzie is a leukemia survivor.
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Sherman E.S. held an academic standards night for families to tell them about the new math standards and standards in reading, science, social studies and physical education.
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Browns Point E.S. now has WatchDOGS, or Dads of Great Students, who help out at school at least once a year. The PTA implemented the nationwide program. A WatchDOG can also be a grandfather, uncle or a special father figure.
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Fred Brown, standing, is a business owner and volunteer with the Master Builders Association which runs the Builders in Schools program. He is working with Oakland H.S. students to teach them about building trades and construction. 
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Lance Cadena teaches Gault M.S. students how to view their grades online. Gault chose to train all the students in a grade level together. 
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March 9–13 is Classified Employees Week in Washington. Celebrate the wonderful work these co-workers do to support learning. Dorothy Proctor, receptionist/secretary at McKinley E.S., provides frontline customer service.

Quick Links

· Event Calendar
· Job openings
· News & Information
· Photo Gallery
· Policies & Procedures
· Professional Development
· Staff classifieds
· This Week in Pictures
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