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WASL: Overview
The Washington Assessment of Student Learning
(WASL) is a criterion-referenced test specifically aligned
to state standards. Unlike most standardized tests,
which are all multiple choice, the WASL is a mix of
multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-response
guestions. The WASL is used to meet testing
requirements under the federal No Child Left Behind Act.
WASL scores determine whether a school, a district or
the state has met Adequate Yearly Progress.

WASL: Grade 4 Test
The fourth-grade WASL tests mathematics, writing and
reading skills and was first made operational in 1997.

The mathematics test will consist of 35 items, resulting
in 55 points. The mathematics section consist of
concepts and procedures (number sense, measurement,
geometric sense, probability and statistics, and algebraic
sense) and four fundamental processes (solves
problems, reasons logically, communicates
understanding, and makes connections).

The fourth-grade reading test will consist of 29 items, resulting
in 42 points. On every Reading WASL at every grade level,
each test form includes six passages-50% literary passages
and 50% informational passages. Each Reading WASL always
has one “pair” that can be a poem and a story, an
informational passage and another informational passage or a
literary passage and an informational passage. Whatever the
pairing, the two passages are all linked by a similar subject or
idea. Students are then asked to compare and contrast ideas
across texts.

Fourth-grade students are asked to write to two prompts, one
designed to elicit an expository response and the other, a
narrative response.

Frequently Asked Questions about the WASL:
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/FAQ.aspx

Information regarding WASL test and item
specifications:
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/testspec.aspx
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Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Standard 4™ Grade Mathematics
District and State Comparison — Spring 1997 to 2009
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Percent Meeting or Exceeding Standard 4" Grade Writing
District and State Comparison — Spring 1997 to 2009
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Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Standard 4" Grade Reading — Spring 1997 to 2009

97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Arlington 42.9 41.1 44.9 64.9 56.9 50.0 53.1 58.5 83.7 69.7 52.2 63.6 | 54.4

oo | - | - | - | - | - | - |0 | os| 24| 694 650 | 500 | 504 ]
cresentrts | - | - | - | 759 | w2 | 710 | 854 | s04 | 650 | o1 | 871 | o7z | 734 ]
eterson | 600 | 577 | 425 | 505 | 120 | 095 | 843 | 553 | 720 | 775 | 25 | 586 | 734 ]
“ser | 380 | 377 | 522 | 564 | 539 | 600 | 478 | sar | 760 | 104 | 603 | 536 | 633 ]
“yor | 794 | 477 | 250 | er1 | 305 | 556 | a0 | 57 | 737 | 757 | vz | 500 | 537 ]
Cwam | 254 | 325 | 360 | 453 | 465 | 461 | o4z | s6s | cao | 105 | 545 | 457 | 500 ]
roosevet | a7 | 375 | aaa | o1 | 300 | c20 | 445 | 459 | c2a | 130 | e15 | c0o | 501 ]
irkey | 125 | 197 | 315 | 453 | 470 | 635 | 553 | 563 | c56 | 750 | 600 | s11 | 508 |

Whittier 54.9 68.4 65.4 77.3 69.7 82.8 77.4 86.1 86.4 86.5 69.4 76.4 | 89.4

District 43.2 458 505 579 580 | 604 | 614 | 696 | 763 | 746 | 70.4 | 66.5 | 66.8

State 479 556 59.1 658 66.1 | 656 | 66.7 | 744 | 795 | 81.2 | 76.4 | 726 | 73.6

Page 3



WASL Grade 4

Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Standard 4" Grade Mathematics — Spring 1997 to 2009

97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Arlington 10.2 | 16.1 | 265 | 446 | 255 | 422 | 306 | 36.6 | 61.2 | 33.3 | 39.1 | 25.7 | 23.2

oo | - | - | - | - | - | - |ses| 02| as | 06| s3] a70 | a8
crosentrts | - | - | - | 405 | 404 | 559 | 595 | 57 | o7 | 609 | 559 | 123 | 527
oo o5 | 150 | zo0 |t | 530 | sea | 6o1 | 06 | 260 | 4 | 55 | 7is | 20t |
awcet | 98 | 53 | 29 | 201 | 121 | a4z | 407 | 64 | 566 | 503 | or.7 | 438 | 500
oin 126 | gro | oo | s [ o | sas | sas | s05 | 100 | s | s | sor | 1o |
e e 200 [ 03 | sts | 00 | se0 | s | 00 | o | s [ 577 | o2
Cwam | s | 63 | 123 | 138 | 127 | 260 | 453 | 375 | 459 | 313 | 553 | 436 | 283
osams | 1os | 150 | ris | oo [ 57 | s | e70 | sor | 29 | e | s | sen | sne |
omost 106 | a5 | o0 | 113 [ o | sir | 100 | sts | 70 | sor | o8 | sos | 200 |
atmion |zt | sis | on | o0z | sao | 5o | ros | sns | seo | o0 | oz | eos | rom

Whittier 19.7 | 253 | 313 | 61.3 | 59.1 | 489 | 750 | 76.4 | 62.7 | 52.7 | 73.5 | 56.9 | 60.6

District 139 | 176 | 248 | 33.0 | 31.5 | 43.1 | 48.3 | 489 | 50.0 | 43.0 | 45.7 | 47.1 | 39.2

State 214 | 31.2 | 37.3 | 41.8 | 43.4 | 51.8 | 55.2 | 59.9 | 60.8 | 58.9 | 57.9 | 53.6 | 52.3
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Percent Meeting or Exceeding Standard 4" Grade Writing — Spring 1997 to 2009
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Arlington

32.7

33.9

18.4

39.3

41.2

40.6

32.7

39.0

59.2

57.6

39.1

44.1

16.1

oo | - | - | - | - | - | - |24 164 | ces | 00| o7 302450
Gresentris | - | - | - | sz | sa3 | es2 | 50 | 67 | 738 | 720 | 763 | 723 | 742
“oownng | 587 | 365 | 359 | o7 | e07 | 607 | 712 | 64 | 660 | 67 | v | 738 | 421
Fenkin | 404 | 472 | so4 | 274 | 358 | 545 | 600 | 623 | 580 | 571 | s61 | 900 | 6B
eterson | 544 | 42 | 513 | o46 | 420 | 605 | 569 | 490 | 600 | 450 | 438 | 414 | 760
Cler | 3uc | G | ono | oes | 4oe | 543 | 413 | 468 | saa | 623 | 57 | s2 | 557
“yor | 55 | 215 | 208 | o6 | o7 | 426 | 392 | 1 | 500 | 421 | sts | sne | 463
Cwokiney | 68 | 263 | 103 | 257 | 107 | 358 | 468 | 590 | 578 | 511 | 458 | 350 | 524
roosevet | 17 | 124 | 150 | 150 | 254 | 205 | 224 | 188 | sns | 614 | 570 | 202 | 410
wastvioyt | 68 | 472 | 308 | sr. | 500 | 717 | 695 | 673 | eao | 504 | 776 | sro | sB2

Whittier 62.0 | 55.7 | 488 | 66.7 | 56.1 | 699 | 73.8 | 722 | 746 | 635 | 73.5 | 73.6 | 50.0
District 40.8 | 33.3 | 29.6 | 37.9 | 42.3 | 48.8 | 499 | 50.1 | 58.8 | 54.7 | 53.9 | 58.5 | 55.7
State 42.8 | 36.7 | 32.6 | 39.4 | 43.3 | 495 | 53.6 | 55.8 | 57.7 | 60.4 | 60.1 | 62.3 | 60.4

*Blix did not open until the 2002-03 school year.
2H Stafford did not open until the 2006-07 school year.



