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Mount tahoMa thunderbirds

Welcome to the 2009-10 school year. I look forward to 
working in partnership with you as we continue our 
efforts to engage every student, every day, and help them 
achieve their dreams.

Students need to see us—district staff members, 
families and community members—as important parts 
of the ladder to their dreams. Together, we can be the 
foundation and support for their journey. Students who 
take ownership of their efforts will go farther and faster 
up that ladder of success. The higher expectations we 
have for students, the more they will achieve. It is truly 
a joy to watch students blossom and get involved in their class work and projects. 

Parents or guardians can be wonderful advocates for their children: setting 
expectations, checking grades, contacting teachers or school counselors when 
necessary, attending student-led conferences and school activities, making sure 
homework is completed and listening to their students. 

Mentors from Tacoma businesses and the community play a huge part in giving 
students additional support and real-world experience. They help students see the 
connection between the required subjects and the careers the students envision. 

For our part, the district can provide the structure to reach those dreams with 
researched-based curriculum, standards-based instruction matched with state 
standards and high quality teachers. We continue to explore new options for our 
students to help them be successful in school and to close the achievement gaps.

This past year, we implemented the Lincoln Center for ninth graders at Lincoln 
High School with an extended day and year schedule and community mentors. The 
students excelled during the first semester of school!

We have exciting new programs such as the Science and Math Institute (SAMI) 
located at Point Defiance Park. McIlvaigh and Gault middle schools closed last 
spring, and their students will all attend the new First Creek Middle School 
opening in September on the McIlvaigh site.

It is great to be part of a vibrant community that supports education, working 
together to help students be the best they can be. Please consider volunteering in 
schools or sharing your expertise with our students. Join me in making this the 
best year yet for Tacoma students and helping them scale that ladder to success!

sChooL board
Tacoma school board 
members are elected in 
odd-numbered years and 
serve six-year terms. School 
board meetings are held 
the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month 
beginning at 6 p.m. in the 
fourth floor auditorium in 
the Central Administration 
Building, 601 S. 8th St., 
Tacoma. Contact school 
board members by writing 
them c/o Tacoma School 
District, P.O. Box 1357, 
Tacoma, WA  98401-1357.

CONNIE 
RICKMAN
253.571.7442
Term expires 
November 2009

DEbbIE  
WINsKIll
Vice President
253.627.7377
Term expires 
December 2013

KIM GOlDING
President
253.571.1397
Term expires 
November 2011

KURT MIllER
253.571.1290
Term expires 
November 2009

JIM DUGAN
253.571.1396
Term expires 
November 2011

Mission stateMent
The mission of the Tacoma Public 
Schools is to provide excellent 
instruction that results in increased 
student achievement and to create a 
dynamic partnership with parents and 
our community. 

Vision stateMent
The vision of the Tacoma Public Schools 
is to establish and maintain an alliance 
among students, parents, administrators, 
teachers, staff and community, which 
will continually adapt to new situations 
by improving the education offered to 
our students in order to prepare them 
for the ever-changing challenges of life. 

distriCt iMproVeMent GoaLs
1. Increase achievement for all students 

each year by 10%. 

2. Decrease the gap between under-
performing subgroups and the 
district average performance on the 
WASL by 10% annually.

3. Decrease the dropout rate by 10% 
annually.

4. Reduce the number of students not 
graduating by 10% annually.
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no ChiLd Left behind LeGisLation
The federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 
2001 requires states to establish student achievement 
standards; establish assessment systems to measure 
student progress toward those standards; and have all 
students reach those standards by 2014.

Students in grades 3-8 and grade 10 will take the 
annual state assessment. It is anticipated that begin-
ning in the spring of 2010 the Washington Assessment 
of Student Learning (WASL) will be replaced by 
the Measurements of Student Progress (MSP), 
administered in grades 3-8, and the High School 
Proficiency Exams (HSPE), which will serve as the 
tests to meet the state reading and writing graduation 
requirements.

The district and teachers are working hard to close 
the achievement gap and help students meet the 
NCLB standards.  However, they cannot do it alone.  
The district seeks the partnership of parents and com-
munity for student success.  Please check the Tacoma 
Public Schools Web site, www.tacomaschools.org, 
for information on our district improvement efforts, 
current data and ways in which parents can assist 
the district in meeting adequate yearly progress and 
closing the achievement gap. 

hiGhLy quaLified teaChers
As part of the provisions of the No Child Left Behind 
Act of 2001 for students attending any school, you 
may request the professional qualifications of your 
child’s classroom teacher(s) by contacting your child’s 
school.  The Tacoma Public Schools  will provide 
you with the information as soon as possible upon 
request.  Thank you for your interest and involvement 
in your child’s education.

distriCt news and inforMation
The Tacoma Public Schools has resources to update you 
on the latest district information and news 24 hours 
a day. Sign up to receive district news alerts online at 
the district Web site, www.tacomaschools.org. Please 
contact the Public Information Office, 253.571.1015, if 
you have any questions about these services or need 
assistance.

tps tV
You can also access frequent bulletins and educa-
tional programming on TPS TV, which can be found 
on the following cable channels:

•	 Comcast (Channel 26)

•	 Click! (Channel 25)

non-disCriMination stateMent
Tacoma School District complies with all federal and state 
laws and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
national origin, or ancestry, the presence of any sensory, 
mental or physical disability or use of a trained guide dog 
or service animal by a person with a disability, age, familial 
or marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military 
status.  This applies to all educational programs and extra-
curricular activities.  Inquiries regarding the application of 
the above should be directed to Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district 
liaison, equity and diversity, telephone 253.571.1292.  Inquiries 
regarding the application of Title IX should be directed to 
Dr. Da Verne S. Bell, district liaison, equity and diversity, 
telephone 253.571.1292.  Inquiries regarding the application 
of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (concerning students 
with disabilities who are not eligible for special education) 
should be directed to Chris Backman, coordinator of guidance 
and counseling, telephone 253.571.1182.  Inquiries regarding 
accommodations for disabled employees and the public should 
be directed to Leslie Nohr, disability accommodation officer, 
telephone, 253.571.1021.  These individuals may be contacted 
by mail at P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357
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update your ContaCt inforMation
It is important that parents update their 
contact information at the beginning of 
each school year and any time there is a 
change of address or phone number, among 
other things. This will ensure effective 
communication. Please contact your child’s 
school to update your contact information. 

ridinG the bus to sChooL
Your student may ride the bus to school 
if you live outside a one-mile radius of 
your primary school of attendance. If your 
student qualifies for transportation, your 
school staff will complete the proper forms 
and let you know where the nearest bus 
stop is located. For the safety of students 
and staff, all buses provided by the district 
and its contractor are equipped with an 
audio/video system that will record video 
and sound.    

bus routes
Bus route information is available at 
www.tacomaschools.org. You may also 
contact your school or the transportation 
department at 253.571.1853 

sChooL MeaLs
Breakfast and lunch are available the first 
day of school. If your student brings a lunch 
from home, he/she can purchase milk. All 
other meals include milk. Students may 
prepay for meals.

The Tacoma Public Schools offers free 
and reduced-price breakfast and lunch to 
eligible students. Eligibility is determined 
by household income and size. Applications 
are available in each school office. Please 
call Food Services at 253.571.3370 for more 
information or assistance.

2009-10 breakfast lunch

Elementary $1.50 $2.50

Middle school 1.50 2.75

High school 1.50 2.75

Reduced price K-3 .00 .00

Reduced price 4-12 .00 .40

Milk .50 .50

pay for school meals online
Parents can now pay for their children’s 
school meals using a secure, online system. 
Parents can check account balances 24 
hours a day, prepay for meals, check 
recent meal purchases and receive e-mail 
notification when the account falls below 
a specified balance.  Lunch Money Now 
can be accessed through the district’s Web 
site at  www.tacomaschools.org. For more 
information, please contact Food Services at 
253.571.3370.

student fees
Schools provide students with most of the 
books, materials and equipment they need 
for class. Fees may be charged in a few 
classes, including arts, crafts, industrial 
education and home economics.

Students will be charged for any property 
or materials that are lost, stolen or damaged. 
The district is authorized to withhold 
grades, diplomas and/or transcripts unless 
arrangements are made with the principal 
for payment.

A small fee may be charged for some 
field trips. Fees may be waived if you 
cannot afford them. Contact your building 
administrator for more information.
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